
WHAT’S 

o the User of This Worktext—
the Instructor, the Tutor, or the 
Learner 

 Language researchers and educators agree: vocabulary is best learned in 
context—sentences, paragraphs, and situations that have real meaning and purpose. 
This fact partially explains why eager, voracious readers and enthusiastic, effective 
listeners often write and speak so well. They have naturally acquired  the words and 
phrases they need to express information, thoughts, and opinions clearly and precisely. 
In addition, good readers and listeners usually care about words. They enjoy figuring 
out or interpreting word meanings, using dictionaries and vocabulary books, “playing” 
with words, and arranging words creatively to communicate meaning.  
 Some English-as-a-Second-Language learners even consider vocabulary the 
“meat” or essence of language acquisition. They attribute their reading or listening—or 
writing and speaking—limitations to weak vocabulary skills. Generally, non-native 
speakers of English enjoy vocabulary acquisition more than other aspects of language 
learning—perhaps because it seems to require less effort, because it appears to produce 
results—and satisfaction—more quickly, and because it can be a lot of fun.  

Using New 
Vocabulary in 
the Real World 

UNIT ONE: Getting Acquainted 

with People 

UNIT TWO: 
Getting 

Better and 
Better 

UNIT 
THREE: And 

What 
Happened 

Next? This Vocabulary-Learning Worktext offers plenty of useful vocabulary in context. Here are 
the general content themes of the book’s three units.  
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A Vocabulary-Learning Worktext for Intermediate Learners 

 The old saying “If you give a man a fish, he can eat for a day. If you teach 
a man to fish, he’ll eat for a lifetime,” applies here. A grammar textbook or 
program should teach students how to apply grammar patterns and rules to their 
own speaking and writing. After working through a reading text, learners should 
be able to use appropriate reading skills and strategies to get the point of all 
kinds of reading material. An accent text or tape ought to enable students to 
make use of pronunciation principles in a way that produces clear, easily 
comprehensible speech. In the same way, a “vocabulary worktext” should teach 
learners how to learn vocabulary. It’s not the individual vocabulary items—or 
the number of them that we memorize—that count. Instead, it’s the principles, 
methods, and techniques of vocabulary acquisition that make a learning 
difference. This practical vocabulary worktext produces results because it 
focuses on the acquisition of language abilities—on the skills we all need in 
order to understand new vocabulary in context and to use it correctly and 
appropriately in our own writing and speaking.    

H ow Can We Get the Most Possible Out of This 
Worktext? What’s the Word? Using New Vocabulary in the Real 
World is just what it says it is—”A Vocabulary-Learning Worktext 

for Intermediate Readers.” The title and subtitles can be taken quite literally. So 
can the explanations (the basic material at the beginning and sometimes in the 
middle of each part) and the sidebars—the information in boxes like these:   

 If you are a language learner that wants to develop “vocabulary 
 acquisition skills and strategies,” simply follow these steps: 

1. Understand the purpose of everything you are learning. Look over 
each part and study the explanations. Take responsibility for getting the 
point. Make sure you understand not only what you are going to do but 
also why you are going to do it.  

2. For each exercise, follow the instructions carefully. If you keep the 
purpose of each section in mind, you will not only get “the right answers.” 
You will also “acquire vocabulary skills”—abilities and techniques that 
will help you to learn and use new vocabulary more quickly, more easily, 
and more effectively than just memorizing lists of words.  

3. Complete each exercise on your own or cooperatively—with a classmate, 
in a small group, or with the help of friends (preferably native speakers of 
English). Don’t put your mind on “automatic pilot.” Instead, concentrate 
on words and word meanings. Notice how words are pronounced, put 
together, and spelled. For words that are familiar to you, pay attention to 
new meanings and new ways to use them. Perhaps you will  want to mark 
the new, unfamiliar, or especially difficult vocabulary items so that you 
can come back to them later.  
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4. Check your answers with the Answer Key at the back of this Worktext—
or go over your answers with a classmate or in a group. If you made 
mistakes, find out what you did wrong. Learn what you need to know to 
be able to make appropriate and effective use of vocabulary to express 
your own information, thoughts, and ideas.  

5. Continue “Learning Beyond the Book.” Follow the instructions in this 
final section of each part for at least a week. If you regularly make the 
suggested techniques or activities part of your language-learning 
strategies, vocabulary acquisition will begin to come naturally to you. 
You will develop a “feel for words” and perhaps even enjoy working (or 
playing) with vocabulary. 

 If you are a language instructor, tutor, or group leader, here’s how you 
 can help your students learn most effectively: 

 Facilitate class or group activities—by making sure learners get the 
point, follow instructions effectively, and actually acquire the skills the 
activities are designed to produce. 

 Correct or comment on students’ oral and written work—especially their 
use of vocabulary in context, contributing your own (native or near-
native) “feel for 


