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SPEAKING  
SKILLS ACTIVITIES 

Information-Gap Activities 
More than ghosts or witchcraft, “regular people” 
fear public speaking! An effective way to provide 

confidence for speaking is to assign oral language tasks with 
specified purposes or outcomes.  Paired “Information-Gap 
Activities” work because learners get to help each other 
instead of “being called on to perform.”     

STEP 1.  For each pair of learners, find or create two pieces of 
information that speakers might naturally want to communicate 
to each other in “real life”—like the sample holiday recipes that 
follow. Make two copies of each portion of text. For “Version 1,” 
keep the contents intact. On “Version 2,” delete (cover with 
“white out,” correction tape, or strips of paper) some of the 
verbiage. Each partner in each pair receives the intact Version 1 
of one piece and the “Info Gap” Version 2 of the other. 

STEP 2. In turn, learners ask each other 
questions and give each other the info they need 
to fill in the “gaps” in their version of the 
information. In the two sample recipes, they fill 
in the blanks.  

To check their “answers,” they compare what they have written 
with what appears on their partner’s page.  If the sense of the 
info is the same, it doesn’t have to be the exact words.  

STEP 3. To someone else, or perhaps to the whole group, each 
learner retells what he/she has learned from his/her partner.  

https://worklifeenglish.com/collections/content-culture-teacher/
products/halloween-holiday-happenings-special-occasion-language-
material
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INSTRUCTIONS: Tell your partner what he/she needs to know to make 
“Candied Apples.” Then ask your partner for the ingredients and 

steps in making “Popcorn Balls.” Write the missing information in 
the second recipe on this page. Have you communicated effectively?       

To find out, compare the information on your papers.  

HALLOWEEN Information Gap Pair Work 
Two Recipes = Candied Apples, Popcorn Balls 

You will need: 
 12 apples
 12 wooden sticks
 1 cup molasses
 1 cup sugar
 1 teaspoon vinegar
 3 teaspoon salt
 4 cup water
 2 tablespoons
butter
 a candy thermometer

What to do: 
1. Wash and dry the apples. Push a

stick into the stem end of each.

2. Combine molasses, sugar, salt,
vinegar, and water in a pot.
Heat to a boil. Cook until the
candy thermometer reaches 270.

3. Remove mixture from the heat.
Put the pot into hot water so
it doesn’t cool too quickly.

4. Stir in the butter. Dip the
apples in the hot syrup. Cover
each apple evenly.

5. Cool the apples on wax paper.

Ñ How to Make Candied (Taffy) Apples

 8 cups _________
 _________ butter
 salt
 1 cup _________
 ______

corn syrup

1. Cook _________________ until
the _____________ reaches 270°.
Stir in ________________.

2. Put ________ in a bowl. Stir in the _         
_________. Cover all the popcorn.

3. ___________ Make the popcorn
____________.

ñ How to Make Popcorn Balls 
You will need: What to do:  

https://worklifeenglish.com/collections/content-culture-
teacher/products/halloween-holiday-happenings-special-
occasion-language-material
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You will need: 
 12 apples
 12 wooden _______
 ________ molasses
 1 cup ___________
 _________ vinegar
 3 teaspoon ______
 4 cup water
 2 _______________
butter

 a _______________
_________________

What to do:  

1. Wash and dry the apples. Push a
stick _________________________.

2. Combine _____________________
and water in a pot. _________to
a boil. Cook until the candy
thermometer ___________________.

3. Remove ________________________.
Put _____________________ so  it
doesn’t _______________.

4. Stir in _____________. _______
the apples in the hot syrup.
_________ each apple __________.

5. __________________ on wax paper.

ñ How to Make Candied (Taffy) Apples

INSTRUCTIONS: Ask your partner for the ingredients and steps in making 
“Candied Apples.” Write the missing information in the first recipe 
card on this page. Tell your partner what he/she needs to know to 

make “Popcorn Balls.” Have you communicated effectively?
To find out, compare your papers.  

HALLOWEEN Information Gap Pair Work 
Two Recipes = Candied Apples, Popcorn Balls 

You will need: 
 8 cups popped popcorn
 2 teaspoons butter
 salt
 1 cup molasses
 1/2 cup        

corn syrup

What to do:  
1. Cook the molasses and corn syrup until

the candy thermometer reaches 270°.
Stir in the butter and salt.

2. Put the popcorn in a bowl. Stir in the
molasses mixture. Cover all the popcorn.

3. Butter your hands. Make the popcorn
into balls.

Ñ How to Make Popcorn Balls

https://worklifeenglish.com/collections/content-culture-
teacher/products/halloween-holiday-happenings-special-
occasion-language-material




