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Story-Telling & Retelling
On most special occasions, the best and most 
engaging listening material consists of stories. 

Among fiction narratives, there are fables, folktales, and 
fairy tales with plots that fit into nearly all holiday themes. 
And there are anecdotes—some based on real experiences 
retold so they have funny endings. Non-fiction stories can 
be true news, urban legends, and/or personal experiences.   

STEP 1.  Using language at the comprehension level of listeners, 
“present” each story in one or more of these forms:  

» Read the story aloud, using gestures, body language, and your
voice to communicate meaning. Use “story-telling techniques”
to make the narration easy to understand and engaging.

» Play the part of the “narrator” only, having others “act out”
the roles of people/animals in the story. Actors say the words
in quotation marks attributed to their characters.

» Record the story. Control the speed of the replay and/or
rewind to make sure listeners understand.

» Show a video of the same story—and/or another version.
If a story is beyond many listeners’ comprehension level—or if there’s  
particularly difficult and important vocabulary to present, you might 
also provide printed materials—in handouts or on a board or screen.         
Printed matter can be the story you read aloud, a Script, or a plot 
synopsis. There might also be a vocabulary list to go over. Depending      
on language-ed goals and the time available, vocabulary can be taught   
or reviewed before, during, and/or after oral story-telling.  

LISTENING  
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STEP 2.  Now have listeners “retell” the holiday-related story:  
(a) With “cues,” the entire group can cooperate in reconstructing

the main events. If there’s video, it can be replayed and
stopped at intervals. Listeners can review what’s happened so
far, describe the “stills” they see, and predict future events.

(b) Instead, retell the beginning of the story. Someone else tells
what happened next, another person continues the plot, etc.

(c) Or give listeners time to jot down what they remember of
the narrative. They can read aloud their retellings to one
another, making improvements. Finally, they can compare a
composite rewrite with the original text. Does the story
still make sense? How has it changed in the rewrite?

STEP 3. Each member of each group get a different short, 
simple story to retell. Learners read their stories to themselves 
and plan how to best make them interesting, amusing, exciting,   
or scary. Here are various ways to conduct the retelling step. 

» Each person in turn tells his/her story to the group. Then
the group retells the story collectively, with the help of the
original story teller. They discuss its point, “lesson,” or humor.

» Group members sit in a circle. The first person tells his/her
story, the second person summarizes it, and the third retells
the summary. The process is repeated with all other stories.

» Participants line up. The 1st person narrates his/her story to
the 2nd—quietly. The 2nd person tells it to the 3rd, who tells
it to the 4th, and so on down the line.  While the first story is
“traveling” down the line, the original speaker goes to the end
of the line to hear the retelling of his/her story by the last
person to hear it. Meanwhile, the 2nd person in line keeps the
process active by telling his/her story to the 3rd, who recounts
it to the next, and so on until all stories have been told—and
retold many times. Finally, the  class reconvenes. Someone
tells each story one last time. The audience reacts.

On the following pages are some short stories on Halloween 
themes that can be used in any of the activities described above.   
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HALLOWEEN Story 1 for Retelling 

The Viper 
A ll alone on the top floor of a tall apartment building lives an 

older  woman. She reads the newspaper every day. She sees 

the local news on TV, so she’s aware of the horrible dangers–and 
the terrible criminals in the city. One Halloween evening the 
telephone rings. 

“Hello?” she answers.  

“This is the viper,” a man’s voice says. “I’m coming up to see you.” 

The woman hangs up the phone. “Someone is just fooling 
around,” she thinks. 

But soon the phone rings again. When the woman answers it, she 
hears the same deep voice. “This...is the...viper,” the voice 
repeats.  “I’m coming up to your place.” 

“They’re just prank calls,” she thinks.. “It’s just someone’s idea of        
a Halloween joke.” But she’s beginning to get worried. 

Again the telephone rings. Again it is the viper. “I’m on my way 
up to your apartment right now,” says the same mysterious voice. 

Frightened, the woman calls the police. The police promise to  
come right over. When the doorbell rings, the woman 
feels relieved. “Finally I’m safe,” she thinks. 

The woman opens the door. There stands a little old 
man with a bucket of soapy water and a cloth. “I am     
the viper,” he says with a European accent. “I vant to 
vash and vipe the vindows.”  

STORY-TELLING NOTES: For its scary “atmosphere,” this story depends on 
timing and repetition. Be sure to make your voice ominous when playing            
the “role” of the caller. Pause before the important words—”the viper.” 
Pause longer before the “punch line”—”There stands....” This story is

a joke, of course, based on a pronunciation error and a pun: a play on words.  
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HALLOWEEN Story 2 for Retelling 

The Hook 
On Halloween night, a teenage boy and girl go to the movies to 
see a horror film. Then they take a ride in the guy’s car. They park 
up on a hill outside of town. From there they can see the lights of 
the city far below.  

The guy turns on the radio to find some music. But an announcer 
breaks in with a news bulletin. A serial killer has escaped from      
the local prison. He is on foot. He has a big knife. How can people 
recognize him? He has no left hand. In its place is a hook. 

“”We’d better close the windows and lock the doors,” says the girl.  

“Good idea,” says her date as he puts his arm around her 
shoulders. 

“You know, the prison isn’t far away form here,” she continues. 
“Maybe we ought to go home.” 

“But it’s still early,” comes the answer. “You can stay out until 
midnight. I don’t want to waste the evening. No criminal is going to 

climb the hill all the way up here.. Anyway, our doors are locked....”  

But the girl doesn’t want to listen. “With a knife and a hook, he can 
break a window and open a door,” she complains. “I’m really               

scared. I want to go home...now!” 

Annoyed, the guy starts up the car. As they drive 
away, they hear a scratching noise.  

When they get to the girl’s house, the guy gets 
out of the car and goes around to the other side 
to open the door for his date. Hanging on the 

door handle is a big metal hook.   

STORY-TELLING NOTES: This is a very common, very old “ghost story.”          
Many people heard this story in their youth. There are many variations.            

No one knows if the narrative was originally based on fact or not.            
This version—and the others in this book—are based on the retellings 
of Alvin Schwartz in Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark” (HarperCollins).  
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         Room for One More 
O n October 31, a man comes to a big city on a business trip.  

He stays with friends in their big house outside of town.     

They enjoy themselves that evening. But when the visitor goes to 
bed in the guest room, he can’t sleep. He tosses and turns. Then he 
hears a car turn into the driveway. He goes to the window to see 
what is going on in the middle of the night. In the moonlight, he sees 
a long, black hearse (funeral car). It is filled with people. 

The driver of the hearse looks at the man. He has a strange, scary 
face–with a long mustache. In a frightening voice, the driver says, 
“Come on, Mister. There’s always room for one more.” 

In the morning, the visitor tells his friends what happened. “What a 
weird nightmare,” they respond.  

“Yeah, I guess so,” says the man. But he still feels uneasy. After 
breakfast, he goes to the city for his planned business meetings. 

His meetings are in a tall, old office building. The lobby on the first 
floor is crowded with people waiting for the elevator. But when it 
arrives, it is already crowded with people. The elevator operator 
looks out at the man and says, “Come on, Mister. There’s always 
room for one more.” The operator has a strange, eerie expression on 
his mustached face. In fact, he looks like the driver of the hearse in 
the man’s dream. 

“No, thanks,” says the businessman. “I’ll wait for the next car.” 

The doors close, and the elevator goes up to the 
top of the building. Soon the man hears horrible 
shrieking and screaming. The elevator has fallen 
to the bottom of the shaft. Everyone in the 
elevator has been killed.   

STORY-TELLING NOTES: This urban legend is another well-known “ghost 
story.” Spread by word of mouth before the 1970s in the United States          

and England, no one is quite sure if it was ever true or not. Even so, fiction 
writers have picked up the “plot” for some of their scary stories—even an 

episode of the popular TV series, the Twilight Zone. 

HALLOWEEN Story 3 for Retelling 
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     High Beams 
A high school girl is driving home after an evening basketball game. 
She lives on a farm about eight miles away from,m school. As she 
pulls out of the high school parking lot, she notices a red pick-up truck behind her. 
A few minutes later, the truck is still behind her.  

“Well, I guess we’re both going in the same direction,” she thinks, to calm herself. 
But she starts watching the truck in the rear-view mirror. When she slows down or 
speeds up, so does the truck. When she passes another car, so does the truck.  

The truck driver turns on his high beams, so there is light inside her car. He leaves 
them on for a while. “I suppose he wants to pass me,” thinks the girl. But she is 
getting more and more nervous. The driver turns off his high beams.  

To get rid of the truck following her, the girl drives faster and faster. But the truck 
driver stays right behind her. Several times, he turns his high beams on and off 
again. No matter what she does, she can’t lose him. She is afraid to stop the car to 
find out what he wants. There are no police stations on her way home, and there 
are no safe places to pull into.  

Finally she gets home. As she pulls into the driveway of her farmhouse, the truck 
pulls in right after her. As fast as she can, the girl jumps out of her car and runs into 
the house. “Call the police!” she shouts to her family. Out in the driveway, they can 
see the driver of the red truck. He is pointing a gun. 

The police arrive quickly. They start to arrest the man with the gun. But pointing to 
the girl’s car, he says, “You don’t want me. You want him.”  

Crouched behind the driver’s seat of the girl’s car is a convicted murderer–with a 
long knife. 

Before the girl left school, the criminal had gotten into her car and hidden behind 
her seat. The truck driver saw what happened but he didn’t have time to call the 
police or do anything else about it. When she got 
into the car and drove away, he followed her.  

Whenever the killer began reaching up to grab 
the girl, the truck driver turned on his high beams. 
The criminal didn’t want anyone to see him, so he 
crouched down behind the seat again.    

STORY-TELLING NOTES: This possibly true urban legend has variations from 
different states in the United States. In some versions, a female driver stops 
to get gas at a service station, where the attendant does not return with her 
change. When she goes into the station for her money, the attendant tells 
her that someone is hiding in her car, and they call the police.   

HALLOWEEN Story 4 for Retelling 
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