
Mr. Stern is a teacher. 
He’s busy with his work. 

Stella and Celeste                  
are his daughters.   

They’re curious.    

Mr. Stern: Why am I busy? Because my work is important.  

Stella: Is that book interesting? 

Mr. Stern: Yes, it is. It’s very interesting. 

Celeste: What’s it about? 

Mr. Stern: What? 

Celeste: That book—what is the book about? 

Mr. Stern: Oh. Uh . . . it’s about our Solar System. 

Stella: What’s that? What’s the Solar System? 

Mr. Stern: It’s a place.  

Celeste: Where?  

Mr. Stern: What?  

Celeste: Where is it? Where’s the Solar System?  

Mr. Stern: Oh. It’s in space. The planets are in our Solar System.   

Stella: What are planets? Is that picture in your book a planet? 

Mr. Stern: Yes, it is. It’s the planet Mars. Listen, Kids, I’m very busy now.  

Celeste: The planet Mars? How’s the weather there? 

Stella: Yeah. Is it a good vacation place? When’s summer on Mars? 

Celeste: Yeah, and who’s the President of Mars? And . . . . 

Mr. Stern: 
 

Oh . . . all right. Listen, Kids, I’m glad you’re interested in science.  
Look here—in the book. This is Venus! It’s a planet too.   

Stella:  Ummm . . . Uh huh. Hey, Celeste! What’s on TV now? 

Celeste:  Our favorite quiz show—the Game of Knowledge! 

Stella:  Really? Wow! That’s great! Uh. . . O.K. Bye, Dad. 

Celeste:  Yeah, bye, Dad. See you.  

Our 
Sun 

Mars 

Venus 

Chapter 3 Language Functions: Ask & Answer Questions—                   
Yes or No? Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?  

Yes/No & Information 
Questions with BE, 

with Answers  

3 
Curiosity. . . 

& Knowledge 

37 

Dad, 
are 
you 

busy? 

Yes, I 
am, 

Stella. 
I’m 

very 
busy.  

Why? 
Why 
are 
you 
busy? 
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 Dad, 1    are    you busy? Why 2 ______ you busy?           

3 ________ that book interesting? What’_________ 4            
it about? Where’________ 5 the Solar System? What             

6 _________  planets? 7 _________  that picture in your 
book a planet? How’________ 8 the weather there?                                            

9 _________ it a good vacation place?  When’_________ 10 summer on Mars? 
Who’_________ 11 the President of Mars?  What’_________ 12 on TV now?  

3-B  Put the words under the lines in the right order. On 
the lines, write sentences from the Scenario.  

3-C  Match the answers to the questions. Write the 
letters a-f  in the spaces.   

3-A  On the lines, write words and word parts from the 
Scenario: Curiosity . . . and Knowledge on page 37.   

3-B  Put the words under the lines in the right order. On the 
lines, write sentences from the Scenario.  

3-C  Match the answers to the questions. Write the letters 
a-f in the spaces.   

1. Are you busy? [  e   ] a. It’s in space. 
2. Why are you busy? [        ] b. It’s a place.  
3. What’s the Solar System?  [        ] c. Our favorite program.  
4. Where is it? [        ] d. Yes, it is. 
5. Is that picture a planet? [        ] e. Yes, I am. I’m very busy.  
6. What’s on TV now? [        ] f.  Because my work is important.  

1.        Are you busy  ?                        Why are you busy     ?.             
Are / busy? / you                                   busy? / you / are / Why  

2. ______________________________________________________________            
Is / interesting? / that book                         it / about? / What’s  

3. ______________________________________________________________  
the Solar System? / What’s                    It’s / a place.  

4. ______________________________________________________________ 
in the Solar System. / are / The planets            planets? /  What / are  

5. ______________________________________________________________ 
the weather / there? / How’s                a good vacation place? / Is / it  

6. ______________________________________________________________ 
summer / on Mars? / When’s               Who’s / the President of Mars?  
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1. Is Mr. Stern busy with his work 
for school?        Yes         .  

4.  Are Mars and Venus countries in 
Central America? __________ 

2. Is his science book very 
interesting to him? _________ 

5. Is Stella Celeste the President of Mars? 
__________ 

3. Is the book about world 
geography? _________ 

6. Aren’t the kids interested in their 
father’s work?  ____________ 

At the end of a yes/no question, the voice goes up in pitch (sound or tone).                
Can the listener hear this pitch change? Then he or she can answer yes or no.  

Tone of voice is important to the meaning of yes/no questions.     

YES/NO QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS   
IN A YES/NO QUESTION, A FORM OF BE CAN COME BEFORE THE 
SUBJECT. THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION MEANS YES OR NO.  

 SUBJECT BE  
ADJECTIVE OR  (NOUN) 
PHRASE ( + PREP. PHRASE ) 

 

STATEMENTS 
WITH BE 

(SINGULAR) 

 I 
This 

Venus  

am 
is 
is 

very busy.   
an interesting book.  
a planet near Earth.  

 

 BE SUBJECT  ADJECTIVE OR (NOUN) 
PHRASE ( + PREP. PHRASE ) 

POSSIBLE               
SHORT ANSWERS 

RELATED YES/
NO QUESTIONS 

Are 
Is 

Isn’t   

you  
that 

Canada 

very busy? 
an interesting book? 
a planet near Earth?  

Yes, I am. No, I’m not.  
Yes, it is. No, it’s not.   

No, it isn’t.    

 SUBJECT BE  
ADJECTIVE OR (NOUN) 
PHRASE ( + PREP. PHRASE ) 

 

STATEMENTS 
WITH BE 
(PLURAL) 

Our kids 
We 

Planets 

are 
’re 
are 

curious.  
interested in science. 
large things in space. 

 

 BE SUBJECT  ADJECTIVE OR (NOUN) 
PHRASE ( + PREP. PHRASE ) 

POSSIBLE                      
SHORT ANSWERS 

RELATED YES/
NO QUESTIONS 

Are 
Are 

Aren’t 

your kids 
you 

oceans 

curious? 
interested in science? 
large things in space? 

Yes, they are. No, they’re not.  
Yes, we are. No, we’re not. 

No, they aren’t.   

3-D  On the lines, write   yes   or   no   answers.                     
*Tell the right information from the Scenario. 
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3-E  Put together sentence parts for yes / no questions and 
short answers.   

**You can add your own vocabulary and knowledge.  

The short answers on page 39 are not the most  common 
answers to yes/no questions. Here are some possible 

informal answers:  

YES = Yeah. Right. Sure. Of course. Probably. Uh huh.  
NO =  No way. Wrong. Probably not. Uh-uh.  

Isn’t Ruben informed 
about the planets?  

Yes, I am. I’m especially curious 
about the solar system.  

Are you interested 
in outer space? 

 

He probably is. He’s always 
busy with his science books.    

YES/NO QUESTIONS POSSIBLE SHORT ANSWERS 
Am I interested in the solar system?   I  am. 

  curious about the sun? Yes, we / you  are.  
  busy with books?  he / she is.  

Aren’t  informed about the stars?*  I’m / we’re    
  familiar with the planets?*  you’re not. 
  knowledgeable about space?**  No,  he’s / she’s    
  excited about information?**   we / you / they aren’t. 
  enthusiastic about science?**   he / she isn’t. 

Are we 

you 

they 

Is he 

Isn’t she 

Mars 

Uranus 

Neptune 

Venus 

Earth Jupiter 

Saturn 

Pluto 

Our 

Sun 

Mercury 

Our Solar System 

**Vocabulary: 
Short Answers 

**Grammar Use: 
Affirmative & Negative 

Yes/No Questions & 
Answers   

Affirmative questions with are or is                        
are more common than negative questions 

with aren’t, isn’t, or not.  

Short answers can include words like sure 
and probably. You can add more information 

after short answers.      
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3-E, Continued.  Put together more sentence parts 
for yes/ no questions about this picture. Write                   
them on the lines. Can you figure out the answers?  

*Add information to your short answers.    

**Ask and answer more yes/ no questions.  

Our 
Sun 

YES/NO QUESTIONS SHORT ANSWERS 
1.  Is the sun a planet                  ?                                             No, it isn’t. It’s a star       .     

2.  Are Jupiter and Saturn far from the sun  ?   Yes, they are. They’re not close.  

3. _________________________________?  __________________________ 
4. _________________________________?  __________________________ 
5. _________________________________?  __________________________ 
6. _________________________________?  __________________________ 
7. _________________________________?  __________________________ 
8. _________________________________?  __________________________ 

Is this planet 

our Earth? 

Is that Jupiter? 

With a moon?  
What’s this? Isn’t    

it a solar eclipse? 
Is that a comet? Or is it a 

galaxy or a nebula?  

What are those?                  

Are they suns?  

YES/NO QUESTIONS 
 the sun a star?  it is. 
 Earth a planet?  it sure is.  
 Mars in the Solar System? Yes, they are.   
 Jupiter near Earth?  of course.  
 Saturn  very big?  probably.  

 planets close to the sun?  it isn’t.  
 stars far from the sun? No, they’re not.  
 Mercury and Venus stars?  they aren’t.   

SHORT ANSWERS 

 Uranus and Neptune planets?  of course not.  

 Pluto very small?  it’s not.  

Are 

Aren’t 

Is 

Isn’t 

Mars Uranus 

Neptune 

Earth Jupiter 

Saturn 
Pluto 

Venus 

Mercury 
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1. A rabbit is an animal. It’s a mammal.                           
t      true      . 

2. Plants aren’t living things. **They’re for 
astronomers to study.      false    . 

3. Cats aren’t animals with backbones.                   
They’re not mammals. ___________ 

4. Trees are plants. They aren’t flowers or 
bushes. ____________ 

5. Mercury and Venus are planets with rings. 
_____________ 

6. A scientist with a telescope is an astronaut. 
_____________ 

7. Test tubes are things in a laboratory.                  
They’re for chemistry. ____________ 

8. Rockets are for space transportation.     
They’re different from satellites. ________ 

9. **The atom is the smallest piece of                              
an element. ____________ 

10. **A satellite is an object in orbit around                        
a planet. ____________ 

Is a 

rabbit a 

mammal? 

Yes, it is. 

Aren’t 

plants 

living 

things? 

 

*3-E  Here are sentences about things in 
science. Write true or false. Make yes /

no questions from the statements. Answer them.  

**Add more information on the topic.    
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***3-E  On 
backs, 

tape papers with pictures 
or the names of familiar 
people, animals, and things. 
Don’t look at your picture or 
words. Go around the room. 
Ask yes / no questions.                   
Can you figure out your 
item(s) from your 
classmates’ answers?  

Is it a living thing? A person? 
Is she a woman? Is he a Man? 
Yes? Is he from a country in 
Asia or Africa? No? Is his 

accent American? Is he a real 
person in this room?   

Am I a 
person? Yes? 
Am I famous? 
Yes, I am? Oh, 
I’m not real? 
Well, am I 
from Mars? 

So . . . are 
these animals?  
Oh, is it only 
one thing? Is 
it big? It is? 
Is it a thing 
for science? 
For space?   

**3-E  Choose a picture. Don’t tell the words for the 
thing(s). Your classmates ask yes / no questions 

with be. Can they figure out the thing(s) from your answers?  

 
 A B C E 

 

1 

   
 

 

2 

   
 

D 
 

 

So are they living things? 

Yes, it is. And no, it’s not. 

It’s two items. 

 

Hmmm. So is it a person? 

And an object? Yes, it sure is. 

Then is it a scientist—
with her telescope? 

Uh 

huh 

 

O.K. Now it’s my turn. 

They’re living things.  
So . . . are they animals?                    

Or are they things in nature?   
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***3-E, Continued. Here are more ideas for people, animals, and 
things for this guessing game. For an easier game, the words can 
be in a list on the board.  

Can you guess “your identity?” Then cross off those words in                    
the list on a board. And you can tell the class about your item(s).   

a scientist 

Michael J. Fox The Beatles 

Kareem                   

Abdul- Jabbar Bill Gates 

Bill Clinton Oprah Winfrey Prince Charles 
Arnold 

Schwarzennegger Madonna 

a magician                  

with a rabbit a lion a bug snails 

ET  
(an extraterrestrial) 
with an astronaut 

an Atom 
(electrons around 

a nucleus) Mother Earth 
Your true 

identity 

snakes 

Michael Jackson 


