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T he Point of Personal 
Communication 
(Cards & Letters)  

People communicate with spoken and written 
language. They send out and get info by phone, 
text messaging, E-mail, social media, FAX, and 
computerized voice mail, They also communicate 
with printed and handwritten cards, notes, and 
letters—through the postal service. 

A lot of language communication is for business and 
work. Other messages are for personal communication. 
Of course, even a personal card with few words can 
make a point, teach a lesson, or send an important message.   
 Greeting cards are a part of American culture. People                    

buy and send greeting cards for special occasions such as                
a birthday or an anniversary or a graduation. There are 
also greeting cards for holidays like Christmas, Valentine’s 
Day, and Mother’s Day. Some people create their own 
greeting cards by hand or electronically. 

 Announcements are usually printed cards with messages 
about important “personal or family news.” People send out 
notices of life events such as births, weddings, or deaths.  
Many such announcements include invitations.   

 Post cards can be “short social letters.” Most often, there’s  
a picture on one side of the card.  Senders write messages  
on the other side. There may be an address.  

For everyday, personal communication, few folks still hand-
write or type (long) letters anymore. However, someone might 
decide to write one for a special or important purpose, like 
expressing love, ending a relationship, or recording memories. 
And people still write pieces to newspapers, magazines, and 
online sites. Often, communication from a reader asks for 
advice or an answer to a question. Or a writer might express 
an opinion on a local issue or current event.   
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Greeting Cards 
Many people give or send greeting 
cards for special occasions, life 
events, or holidays. A standard 
greeting card is folded like a book.                 
The message begins on the outside 
and continues on the inside. On printed greetings,  
senders often add handwritten messages. Then they 
sign their names.    

1. On the tops of the next four pages are the fronts  
(outsides) of some kinds of standard greeting cards.                   
The inside messages are below, in mixed-up order.                   
To match the parts, write the letters A-Z on the lines. 

2. For each of the 26 cards, answer these questions: 
 For what kind of situation, special occasion, or   

holiday might someone give or send this card? 
(EXAMPLES: a birthday, an anniversary, a religious 
holiday) How do you know? 

 What kind of card is it? (EXAMPLES: funny, serious, 
sentimental, traditional)  How do you know? 

 What’s the purpose, message, or point of the card? 
(EXAMPLES: to send birthday greetings, congratulate, 
thank someone, apologize, express sympathy)  

 Might you give or send a card like this? Why (not)?  
You can compare your answers with the suggestions 
on pages 51 and 52 of the WTP? Answer Key. 

Some newer variations of greeting cards are photo, 
personalized, reuseable, musical, and electronic.  

Have you received amusing, beautiful, or important 
greeting cards? Have you created or bought cards                      
to give or send to people? Show some of them.                          
Can others answer the above questions about them? 
What else can you/they learn about culture from them?   

 

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 7-A 
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READING 
ABOUT 
READING:  

Why do people 
buy and send  
greeting cards? 
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Darling,  
do you 

remember 
our 

wedding 
day? Greeting cards are      

very common in North 
American culture.       
Most  occasions and 
holidays in the U.S. have 
become commercialized, 
so pre-prepared cards 
are for sale in many 
kinds of stores. People 
buy and give cards with 
gifts. Or they send cards 
by mail with or instead 
of gifts. 

Someone might choose 
to buy a greeting card 
because it’s especially 
funny or beautiful or 
unusual. Someone  
might like its message.  
The thought or the joke 
might fit (be especially 
apt to) the receiver’s 
situation or persona.   
And not everyone can 
think of appropriate 
words for family or 
personal situations or 
holidays. So people 
express their feelings 
with prepared greeting 
cards instead of with 
handwritten cards, 
notes, and letters.         

Some pictures and 
messages on these 
pages are from 
commercial greeting 
cards. Others were 
preset in an MS 
Publisher program or 
were customized by the 

A C 

F LIFE IS SO 
UNFAIR . . .  

You eat right. 
You exercise. 

You take care of 
yourself for years. 
And what’s your 

reward? 

D 

G 

A baby marks the beginning 
of a new day’s dawn.  

   Match the greeting cards with messages inside.                            
Write the letters A-G on the lines. 

1. ___ Now you’re going to see that dawn every day for a long time to come! 

2. ___ Old Age! But Happy Birthday Anyway! 
3. ___ Better, I hope. Get well soon! 
4. ___ Then why can’t you remember our anniversary? 

5. ___ A simple thank you is not enough 

6. ___ the first in a lifetime of accomplishments.           

Congratulations on your graduation! 

7. ___ I’m lost without you.   
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Announcements,                
Post Cards, & More 
Two other vehicle for personal 
and social communication are 
announcements and postcards.                     
An announcement may tell family or personal news 
about a life event. There may also be an invitation to 
a ceremony or celebration. Often, a postcard has a 
picture on one side, sometimes with a message.               
The sender writes a note or short letter on the other 
side—with the address of the receiver.  

1. Following are some typical kinds of printed or 
online announcement and post cards. After                     
each are three possible descriptions of the point 
or message or purpose. Circle the letter of the 
best choice—a, b, or c.  

2. For each card, answer these questions: 
 How does the card look? (EXAMPLES: amusing, 

cute, pretty, formal, traditional, unusual) Why do 
you say so? 

 What does the card show about customs and 
cultural traditions? Why do you think so?  

 Do the senders of the card expect a response?               
If so, what are some possible appropriate 
answers? 

You can compare your answers with the 
suggestions on page 53 of the WTP? Answer Key. 

Have you picked up or received any announcements 
or postcards in the mail recently? Or have you 
created or written any cards of your own?   

Show some cards to others in your group. Can they 
answer the above 3 questions about each card?  
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 7-B 
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What’s the message of this card? 
Circle the letter a or b or c.   

a. A business has moved to a 
new place. 

b. A family is inviting friends 
and relatives to an open 
house in their new home. 

c. A family can’t pay the 
costs of its land.    

2 

 

Come celebrate the change to 
604 Homestead Place 

in Maybarry 

Open House 
Sunday, May 5, 2-8 p.m. 

No Gifts Please. 

3 

What kind of card is this? Circle the letter a or b or c.   
a. A picture postcard from a vacation place. 
b. An official old postcard of the U.S. Postal 

Service. (It needs additional stamps.)    
c. An announcement of a postal rate increase  

  
1 

Damien Caspar  
Born October 31, 2013 

Proud parents Thorn & Bella 

Our Pride & Joy! What’s the purpose of this card? 
Circle the letter a or b or c.  

a. To announce the 
birth of a child 

b. To tell about a new 
measurement scale 
and a cure for 
baldness 

c. To celebrate rebirth 
in the Easter and 
Passover season 

What’s the message of this card? 
Circle the letter a or b or c.    

a. There will be free social     
dance lessons.  

b. Only black people are 
invited to this Kwanza  
celebration. 

c. People in the neighbor-
hood will have a 
chance to meet and 
have fun. 

What’s 18 inches 
LONG, weighs 

7.4 pounds, and 
has no hair? 

Where? 
 700 block 
of FIESTA 
AVENUE 

when? 
 July 4 

 12 Noon to 
Whenever 

why? 
 To Celebrate Independence and Diversity 

Fran & Stan Leland 
Danny and Manny 

& our Dog Robert Redfur 
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Newspaper Letters   
A few people still write social letters to 
relatives and friends. Others send and/or 
receive occasional letters with important 
personal information. And still others send letters    
or e-mails to columnists in publications or online.                    
In such pieces, writers may describe problems and ask                  
for advice.  They might ask questions on topics of interest 
to readers. Or they may express opinions on local 
happenings or current events or other matters of concern.       

1. Answer these questions for each of the following letters:  
 Who’s the letter to? (EXAMPLES: an advice columnist,                  

a doctor, a specialist or expert, a magazine editor, etc.) 
 What’s the general topic of the letter? (EXAMPLES: noise 

in traffic, radio waves, an old car, a problem with a 
coworker, health, money, etc.) Why do you say so? 

 What’s the writer’s purpose? (EXAMPLES: To get advice, 
to get an answer to a question, to express an opinion 
on a local matter, just to vent?) Why do you think so?  

 What’s the point, the message, or the main idea of                    
the letter? What does the writer want to know or say? 

2. For each piece, can you think of a useful response?                 
For instance, do you have advice for the writer or an 
answer to a question? Or do you have an opinion of 
your own? Write or talk about your ideas with others.  

You can compare your answers with the suggestions                   
and the columnists’ “real responses” on pages 54-56 of         
the WTP? Answer Key.   

From a (local) newspaper or magazine, choose letters with 
interesting topics for you and your group. Read the letters 
together. Answer the questions from Steps 1 and 2.  

Perhaps you can write your own letters of this kind.  

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 7-C 
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DEAR ANN: I’ve been married to a wonderful man 
for three years. But there’s one thing that bothers 
me. “Luke” owns a car. It’s old and ugly. It hasn’t        
run for years. I’m sure it was terrific at one time,     
but we don’t have the time and money to make it 
that way again.. I know it will never run again. Before we were 
married, this car took up space in his parents’ garage. Now it 
sits in our garage. 

Ann, Luke hasn’t worked on the car for years. We want 
children soon, so we will need more time and money and 
space. Luke’s family and I don’t bring up the subject anymore 
because we don’t want another big argument. 

I know this car is important to my husband in some way, but I 
want so much to get rid of the “monster.” It’s time to let go. 
How can I convince my husband of this?  

—-TAKE MY CAR—PLEASE 

 
Why do we listen for radio 
signals from outer space? 

It’s possible other life 
forms exist, but why do 
we think they are using 
the same technology as 

us?  Our technology 
comes from the five 

senses of human beings—
right? Other beings 

probably don’t have the 
same senses, so radio 
signals won’t have the 
same meaning to them. 

Isn’t our search for them 
self-centered and foolish?                      

Am I thinking logically? 

—Pam Delafield, Plano, Tex. 

Dear Road Scholar: I 
thought there were laws 
about the noise of 
vehicles on the road, 
especially motorcycles.  

Don’t bikers know how 
much noise they make 
when they pass houses 
with people in them? 

We can’t sleep or talk      
on the phone. We can’t 
have normal conver-
sations. The baby wakes 
up and cries. And the 
noise sets off car 
alarms. 

Why aren’t the police 
doing anything about 
this? It doesn’t seem 
fair! 

Signed, T.G. 

1 
READING 
ABOUT 
READING:                  
Are these  
newspaper 
letters real?  Where 
can we find them? 

These letters were from 
1998 newspapers.                         
The words are simplified, 
but each letter makes the 
same point as the 
original. So do the 
columnists’ answers on 
Answer Key pp. 54-56. 
Here are their sources: 

 “Road Scholar”was by 
Gino Cirignano. The 
column was about 
driving, traffic laws, 
and rules of the road. 

 “Ask Marilyn” is a 
general question-and-
answer column about 
unusual topics. It still 
appears in Parade 
Magazine and online.  

 Ann Landers used to 
write her very famous 
personal advice 
column for the  
Chicago Tribune, but it 
appeared in hundreds 
of papers across the 
United States. Others  
write comparable 
columns today.  

Whether the format or 
vehicle is outdated or 
current, the content of 
personal letters and 
notes (and their 
responses) can be of 
value in reading, writing, 
communication, and 
learning activities.   
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Ask  
Marilyn 

2 
BY MARILYN     VOS SAVANT 


