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READING 
ABOUT      
READING: 
What’s a 
phrase?   

What’s a phrase title                      
supposed to do?   

A phrase is a group                    
of words that belong 
together in some way. 
It’s not a full sentence 
with a subject + 
predicate.  By itself,                       
it doesn’t make a 
strong point or send  
a complete message.  

A word or phrase for                   
a visual image can 
serve as its title.                     
It  can name its topic 
or subject matter.                              
It may answer one                 
of these questions:   

 What is the picture 
about?  

 What does it show? 

A one–word title has 
only general meaning. 
For instance, Pictures 
1 and 2 on this page 
might be called 
“Construction”                     
and “Elephants.”   

A longer phrase can 
make a topic or title  
more  specific. It may 
sound like a clever  
headline, as in:    

 Construction 
Workers on Break 

 Sheepish Elephants 

In English, main  
words in a phrase title 
are often, but not 
always, capitalized.  

Picture Titles  
Following are some well-known visual 
images with their original (“real”) 
titles underneath.  
1.  For each picture, choose 3 other possible titles 

from the list. Put their letters a-i in the boxes.   
2.  Then answer these questions for each PICTURE 1-17 : 
 

 

You can compare your ideas and opinions with the info  + 
possible interpretations on WTP? Answer Key pages 16-17.  
Also, add titles to impressive visuals you see in every-                
day life. Answer Questions 2. A-B about each one.                          
Help others to understand its significance or meaning.  

Many pictures require no words of explanation. They “speak 
for themselves.” People may use language to react to or talk 
about them, but the images themselves are self-explanatory.  
On the other hand, printed or written titles and captions can 
make it easier for people to focus on important elements of                       
a visual, to understand its background or context, to get its 
point or message, and to appreciate its value or importance.  

A. What is the topic or subject matter of the image?  
B. Which title most helps readers predict its point or 

message? (Is it the original, one of the choices, or 
your own creation?) Why is it better than the others? 

OTHER POSSIBLE TITLES FOR PICS 1 & 2:    a. Amboseli NP, Kenya, Africa     
b.  Booming Construction Industry    c. New York City Iron Workers                    
Seated on a Crossbeam   d. The Art of the Masculine? Fearlessness!                     
e. protected African wildlife    f. Leading Matriarch Killed by Poachers  

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 2-B 

1 

Lunch atop a Skyscraper  b c d 

2 

   

Elephants Walking Through Grass 
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READING 
ABOUT 

READING:  
What 

makes a 
good 

picture title?  

OTHER POSSIBLE TITLES FOR PICS 3 & 4:   a. example of 3-Dimensional 
Street Art by Julian Beever   b. trompe-l'œil chalk drawing on pavement                          

c. Humor & Bravery at 30,000 Feet        d. How to Use a SelfyStick                              
e. Desperate Guy in Freefall          f. In the Sky or on the Tarmac? 

   

3 4 

OTHER POSSIBLE TITLES FOR PICS 7 & 8:   a. flat colorful picture of stars                    
b. 3-d illusion of a planet with rings      c. One Bird among Many             

d. an arrangement of tiny hexagonal photo pieces in a montage                                                      
e. a “Magic Eye” stereogram     f.  The Whole Picture / a Closer Look                             

Accident at a RailRoad Station    

OTHER POSSIBLE TITLES FOR PICS 5 & 6:  a. view from artist’s asylum room   
b. fresco on ceiling of Sistine Chapel    c. scene from Book of Genesis     
d. oil on canvass by Vincent Van Gogh, 1889     e. Breathing LIfe into  

the First Man on Earth     f. famous example of Dutch post-impressionism 

The Creation of Adam    The Starry Night    

5 

6 

   

7 

8 untitled    

In print and online 
publications, visuals   
attract attention first. 

Their titles are read 
more than any other 

text on the page.   

Their main purpose                
is to hold interest.                

A good title gets 
people to look more 

closely at the picture. 
It gets a reaction. It 

encourages feelings 
such as surprise, 

curiosity, wonder,  
amusement, shock,  

conflict, empathy, 
inspiration, etc.   

Like clever, short  
headlines designed 
to “draw people in,” 
titles may help them  

focus on what’s 
important, begin to 

understand context, 
note vital information 
quickly, and the like.  

A title may or may 
not hint at answers  
to the “Five Ws”—

Who? What? Where? 
When? Why? (How?) 

considered basic to 
data gathering and 

story telling. Even if    
it doesn’t, it should  
motivate people to 

seek out relevant  
information or ideas 

in picture captions  
and/or related text.   

Selfie from a Passenger Plane 

Photographic Seagull Mosaic 
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OTHER POSSIBLE TITLES FOR PICS 9, 10, 11:  a. Arrangement in Grey and Black No. 1                 
b. One Hand Drawing the Other   c. Digital Anachronism   d. Bird Alone on a Branch                     

e. Bird Feathers & Leaves       f. Paradox of Existence       g. A Strange Loop                                    
h.  Anna McNeill Whistler in the 21st Century      i. Ukranian birds  

OTHER POSSIBLE TITLES FOR PICS 15, 16, 17:  a. Barack O. + Hillary C. + Donald T.                                
b. Man Sunbathing on a Striped Towel     c. human victims of ridicule                                         

d. Best-Known Political Figures     e. reflection on perspective     f.  mathematically 
inspired    g. “same old, same old”      h. editorial cartoon     i. Happy New Year! 

11 

 Drawing Hands    

12 14 

   

Aching loneliness of life    Steamed Vegetables 

13 

The Thinker     

OTHER POSSIBLE TITLES FOR PICS 12, 13, 14:    a. corny Veggie Humor                                    
b. artist’s perception of an indigenous woman      c. a Difficult Decision                                       

d. Dimness in Eye      e. Dullness in Expression      f. When Art Needs Nourishment     
g. boiling mad      h.  “The Gates of Hell”     i. why we should all eat meat 

   16 

15    
Old Year, New Year     How Caricatures Parody 

17 

   

9 

Whistler’s Mother    

10 

untitled    

M.C. Escher on the Beach 
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READING 
ABOUT      

READING: 
What’s a 

sentence? 

What are some  
purposes of sentences                    

in picture captions? 

Typically, a sentence 
has more than a single 

word or phrase in it.                    
It’s a grammatical unit 

with a subject and                 
a predicate. It begins 
with a capital letter.                

It ends with sentence 
punctuation—most 
often a period (.) or              

a question mark (?).  

Sentence captions 
might be explanations 

of visual images—even 
those that are titled.                  

Captions often make       
statements about                     

the topic of a picture. 
They might reveal                    

who made the image;  
who appears in it;  

what its purpose is; 
what was going on in                     
that  situation; where                   
the scene was; when 

the work was done; 
why it was created;             

and how it was made.  

A caption might also 
indicate, reveal, or 

clarify the most 
important point of                   

a visual. Along with  
the image itself,  it 

could send a message 
that is informative, 

friendly, serious, clear, 
important, trivial, 

dumb, funny, detailed, 
wise, or memorable.  

A phrase title may name the topic (subject matter) of a picture.  
But to give a clear or complete message, a visual image                      
might require a caption of one to three good sentences.                                 
It will mention or be about the topic, of course. Its wording                   
will “anticipate” what it takes to keep readers interested in               
the visual and related text, if any. It will draw people into                    
the subject matter. Even so, it has to be short. A good caption 
won’t state the obvious. It won’t tell the whole story.   

 

You’ve undoubtedly seen this        c         . 
The young woman            b               is                   
a reminder of what ________________ is                               

all about. It’s _____________________! 

Picture Captions 
Following are some visual images  
that could become even more 
meaningful with both phrase titles 
and sentence captions. Follow   
these instructions for each PICTURE 1-12.      
1. Choose the possible title (a, b, c, d) that best 

names the topic of the visual. Tell your reasoning.  
2. Put the letters of the four phrases into the blanks of                 

the picture caption below. Then read the sentence(s).  
Compare them with those on WTP? Answer Key pages 20-21. 
Do they tell readers what they need or want to know?                        
If not, improve it or them. (Create a better caption.)  

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 2-C 

In the most _______ ever,  
_______ had his picture 
taken inside ______ with 

some teens ______________ 
in Vatican City. Cool! 

a. Pope Francis                            
b. St. Peter’s Basiiica              

c. on a pilgrimage  
d. unexpected selfie 

     a. not “National Bar-B-Q Day”  
b. lying along a soldier’s grave 

     c. famous photo with the title “Grief”  
d. Memorial Day 

1 2 
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Suppose that an 
intriguing image on 
paper or a web page 
attracts your attention. 
But it has no words.  
You can tell it’s a 
person, but you don’t 
know who he is, why 
his picture is shown, 
when or where the 
visual was created, or 
what the message is. 
You’ll probably lose 
interest—soon.    

Some people learn                   
or understand better 
visually than verbally. 
For others, it’s the 
opposite. Even so,                
a combination of   
words and images is 
likely to give the most 
effective boost to 
comprehension, 
learning, and memory.    

Here are more possible 
benefits of attaching 
text to images: 

 It quickly “lifts the 
fog” of inattention,  
reducing confusion. 

 It may prevent   
wrong conclusions. 

 It slows “mindless 
scrolling,” creating 
thinking time while 
viewers are reading. 

 It offers a variety of 
things to look at.  

READING 
ABOUT      
READING: 
How are 
titles and 
captions useful                    
to reading                       
comprehension?  

a. Drawn wallpaper  
b. stark landscape contrasts   

c. cold and hot climates 
d.  North & South  

 a. Oregon couple’s wedding                                    
b. heard fire truck sirens  

c. walk down the aisle 
d. Two Bulls wildfire growing nearby  

3 

The bride was about to __________  
when they __________announcing 
the June 2014 ________________.      
The ________________ was almost 

canceled—until guests pleaded. . .  

Camels aren’t ________________.   
But while in Australia, Justine just 
had to have a _________________. 

As the title __________________ 
suggests, she’s _______________.   

 a. #Camelfie gone awry                  
b.  lucky to have survived 

c. photo with her “new best friend”  
d. generally the nicest of animals 

4 

_______________ from Junior Artist 
World offers visuals for computer 
backgrounds.  “______________” 
illustrates _____________________ 
between very _________________.     

a. a far cry from “graffiti” 
b. four U.S. Presidents’ faces 

C. street art utopia  
d. Mt. Rushmore National Memorial 

Brazilian artist Eduardo Kobra’s 
“_____________” is ______________. 

It’s a huge colorful mural of 
__________ as they look sculpted                  

in granite on _______________. 

5 6 

a. painters drawing lines past each other  
b. conflicting meanings of the concept  

c. peoples of opposing political interests 
d. too many artists spoiling the Icon   

The “topic” of this cartoon is __________ 
of peace between ___________________. 
It shows two painters _______________.                  
Is it a case of “____________________?”  

7 
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On her way through the forest ___________,   
_______________ disobeys her mother and 
_______________.  She tells ______________ 
________________, where she is going.   

a. 2200 passengers + crew                                        
b. told and retold countless times                                       

c. the supposedly unsinkable Titanic   
d. its maiden voyage in the North Atlantic 

 a.  strays off the path  
b. the Big Bad Wolf, who wants to eat her                  
c. to bring food to her sick grandmother  

d. folk tale character Little Red Riding Hood  

 a. son tells on a boy that beat him up                  
b.  father complains to the other dad 

c. Father & Son . . . a wordless comic strip  
d. get into a fight 

              a. Gulliver’s Travels, a satire on human nature                  
b. Washed ashore after a shipwreck         c. inhabitants  

under six inches tall         d. island country of Lilliput 

____________________, Lemuel Gulliver is taken prisoner 
in the ______________________ by ____________________. 
This is the beginning of Part 1 of _____________________. 
The 18th century work is a classic of English literature.   

8 

On April 10, 1912, ____________, the “safest” 
ship ever built, struck an iceberg on _______. 
What happened to its ________________ over                   
the next 2.5 hours has been ______________.  

______________is the title of ________________ 
by E.O. Plauen. In this cartoon story,                          
the ___________________________. When his 
__________________, they _________________.  
The kids have gone back to their game.  

Most of the _____________________                             
include ________________________, but this                 
one shows _____________________________.                                  

It means ______________________________    

9 

10 

a. only one word, “What?” 
b. ironic or amusing speech in balloons  

c. Mike Luckovich’s biting political cartoons                                                                          
d. “What’s wrong with income inequality?”  

11 12 


