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he Point of Pictures 
(Visual Images)  
“A picture is worth a thousand words.” 
 This sentence is a proverb. A proverb is                

an old saying. Often, it is a basic truth. What does this 
saying mean? It suggests we can get a lot of info from                          
a visual image. It implies a picture can send a message.                   
Do you agree with this interpretation of the proverb?  
There are many kinds of pictures. One kind is a photograph.  
People use different kinds of cameras to take photographic 
images. Usually, a photo is realistic. It looks like real things. 
What real-life objects do these depictions show? 

Photographs can be great or meaningless, beautiful or ugly, interesting or 
boring, accurate or changed, artistic or unimaginative, amusing or disturbing.                 
So can other kinds of pictures. Artists paint or draw with various styles.                        
Some paintings or designs have colors or shades of black, white, and gray. 
Other pictures are sketches or drawings. Some line drawings look like cartoons.                    
Any visual may consist of images only. Or it may include words or text.     
What kinds of pictures are these? What do they show? How do you like them? 
Can you identify them? (Background information is on Answer Key page 12.)  
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READING 
ABOUT      

READING: 
How are 
visuals                 

presented? 

At first, most printed 
pictures were works 
of art or illustrations 
of facts, info, events,  
and ideas mentioned  

in nearby text.  

Today, there are 
many types (styles   

+ methods) of 
photography, 

painting, drawing,   
and cartooning.        

There are also                     
other kinds of flat 
(two-dimensional) 

visual imagery: 
collages, mosaics, 

posters, digitized 
(video), animated, 

electronic, tattoos, . .    

Image types are 
often combined.                

For instance, many 
computer visuals  
are photographs                   
of other forms of 

presentation.  
Photos can be 

changed into line 
drawings/cartoons. 

Painting and line 
drawing can be   

done on top of other 
kinds of images—              

on various surfaces. 

There are many 
classifications + 

sub-categories of 
visual imagery—with 

different materials, 
techniques, styles, 
content, meanings.  

Kinds of photography include action, artistic, black & white, 
commercial, event, landscape, medical, nature, night, panoramic, 
portrait, scenic, scientific, selfies, sports, travel, (under)water, . . .  
What types of photos are these? What things do you see in them? 
What do they express? What do you think of them? Why? 

The main painting media are oil, acrylic, watercolor,  pastels—on 
canvass, board, or other material. Drawings may be in (colored) 
pencil, graphite, charcoal, marker, crayon, chalk, or pen + ink.   
How do you think these pieces of art were created? What do they 
show? Do you like them? Why or why not? 

There’s background information with possible interpretations   
of Pictures 9-20 on pages 13 and 14 of the WTP Answer Key. 
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Cartoons are unrealistic drawings meant for humor, caricature, 
or (political) satire. They may contain a single panel (frame) or 
appear in time order in a series of panels called a “comic strip.”  
What types of cartoons could these be? What do you see in them? 
What might be their “points?” What do you think of them? Why? 
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READING 
ABOUT 
READING:  
How can                 
we get  
meaning from two-
dimensional visuals? 

Visual Meaning 
On the next pages are examples            
of different kinds of pictures.  
1. For each, choose 5 or 6 vocabulary 

items from the alphabetized list.  Write their 
letters a-z or aa-ss in the boxes to the right.  

2. Then answer these questions for each PICTURE 1-8 :   
A. What kind of visual is it (photo, painting, drawing)?   
B. What does it “say” (show )? (What do you see in it?) 
C. What does it mean?  (How can you interpret it?)  

You can compare your ideas and opinions with info                
+ possible interpretations on Answer Key pages 14-15.                  
Also, pay attention to images you see in everyday life. 
Show some to other people. Answer Questions 2. A, B,      
C about each one. Try to understand its significance.  

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 2-A 

VOCABULARY:  
a. outdoor activity photo 
b. tourist photography  
c. black & white snapshot 
d. Nepal, South Asia  
e. London, England 
f. Princeton, New Jersey 
g. Mt. Everest (29.028 ft.)   
h. Parliament of the U.K. 
i. “Big Ben” (clock tower) 
j. cluttered working office 

of Albert Einstein 
k. April 18, 1955 (age 76) 
l. climbing expedition  
m.  line of mountaineers 
n. hand holding souvenir 
o. famous landmarks 
p. chair, blackboard, 

books, papers 
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Usually, “literacy”  means 
competency in reading 
and writing. Visual 
literacy refers to people’s 
ability to look at and 
understand types of flat 
(2-D) images other than 
text: photos, paintings, 
maps, line + shaded 
drawings, other graphic 
arts, and more.   

Like words in sentences, 
pictures need to be seen, 
“read,” and interpreted.                        

From “Reading Images:                        
an Introduction to Visual 
Literacy,” here’s general 
advice on how to do so:  

 First, look closely at                
an image. Identify its 
important parts or 
elements. Name or 
describe them.    

 Try to figure out                   
the image-creator’s 
intents and purposes.  

 Mentally gather                    
the info and ideas                       
the visual contains. 
Observe how its parts 
relate to one another 
and the whole picture. 

 Apply your own 
background and other 
knowledge to what you 
see in the image. State 
your understanding of 
its meaning. Find out                      
if your interpretation                        
is  correct or close. 
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The visual arts are 
powerful for most  

people. With line, form, 
color, shape, texture,  

design, and other 
features, artists “talk”                

to us in ways that even 
words cannot express. 

They may appeal to our 
intuition or emotion even 

more than to the mind.   

Not every picture has a 
“deep” meaning or point. 

But many photos, art 
pieces, line drawings,                   

or cartoons do send                  
a clear, useful, or even              

memorable message. 
“Readers” (viewers)                      
get ideas and value                 

from visuals,  especially 
if they appear striking, 
surprising, or unusual.  

Some pictures carry                       
a lot of “content.”   

Of course, not everyone 
interprets all pictures in              

the same way.  People 
may view even “images 

with clear intent”  
differently. They may 

disagree about “hidden 
messages.” Their 

interpretations can 
depend on their cultural 

background, knowledge,  
experience, politics, or 

habits in seeing things. 
Even so, it’s fun, helpful,  
and enlightening to think 

about, discuss, and get 
the point of pictures.   

READING 
ABOUT      

READING: 
What does it 

mean to 
“understand” 
or “interpret” visuals?  

VOCABULARY:  
q. famous cave art   
r. one of 16 oil paintings   
s. flat photo, outdoor café 
t. transitory chalk drawing  
u. illustration (shaded)  
v. editorial cartoon                  

about inequality 
w. Lascaux, France, near 

village of Montignac 
x. humanlike dogs 
y. sitting around table  
z. Paleolithic = prehistoric 
aa. primitive stone tools 
bb. doubled image 
cc. woman at vanity table 
dd. looking at reflection                   

in mirror 
ee. map of Western World 
ff. admiring herself  
gg. playing poker  
hh. resources dug out                    

of ground  
ii.  3-D optical illusion 
jj.  big human skull 
kk. top opening to cave 
ll. deep underground 

scene 
mm. 16,000 years old 
nn. common decoration                

in recreation rooms 
oo. stalactites + waterfall  
pp. minerals piled up                    

on North America                 
and  Europe 

qq. wealth vs. poverty 
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