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 Common Signs 
On the next pages are some 
common kinds of signs in                     
the United States. These 
notifications include symbols, pictures, and 
words.  Where can you see these types of 
announcements or messages? Tell your thoughts.   
1. Look at the symbols and pictures of each notice.                

Read the phrases and sentences to get the point.      
2. For each Sign 1-20 on the left, there is a sign with 

comparable, similar, or related meaning on the right. 
In the empty box, write Letters a-t of the sign that 
matches. A few answers are given. Check yours  
with page 4 of the WTP? Answer Key .    

3. Can you explain the messages of some of the signs 
in your own words? Can you tell other phrases or 
sentences with similar meanings? Can you think                  
of clearer ways to show or say the same idea?  

Pay attention to common kinds of signs around you. 
Look at signs on the street, in public, on buildings,                  
in stores, at work, at school, and in other places.                 
Try to understand the meaning of each display. 
Which signs seem useful or new or difficult for you? 
Copy the important or interesting words from them.  
You can draw (some of) the symbols or pictures too.  
Show other people information (words, 
phrases, sentences, images) from those 
signs.  Have they seen signs similar to 
yours? Do they agree with you about 
their meanings? Talk about the 
messages of common kinds of signs.                   
If a sign is funny, explain why.  

Most notices have the 
same general purpose. 
That aim is to attract 
(get) attention. People 
see signs and read 
them. Perhaps they 
use or remember the 
info.  Perhaps they do 
(or don’t do) some-
thing because of the 
displayed notification.  

Different kinds of 
signs have different 
purposes. Here are 
some examples: 

 Caution signs give 
warnings. They tell 
possible dangers.   

 Some signs include       
a line through                            
a circle. They tell 
people not to do 
something.  

 Many signs give 
instructions.                      
They tell what to do.  

READING 
ABOUT 
READING:   
What’s the 
purpose of 
signs? Are there 
different kinds? 

 On the next two pages, there are 40 examples of common kinds    
of signs. The lettered signs in the 1st and 3rd columns are like  

numbered signs in the 2nd and 4th. Match them. In the empty boxes of 
Signs 1-20, write the letters a-t. You may also draw connecting lines.  

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 1-B 
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 Some signs tell street 
names or addresses. 
Some tell names of 
(kinds of) places. 

 

 Many notices are 
commercial. Their  
advertising tells us 
what to buy or which 
places to go to.  
Messages can be 
printed or painted               
on boards, windows, 
walls, flags, banners, 
balloons, trucks, . . . . 

 Non-profit notices              
give advice or public 
service messages.     

READING 
ABOUT 

READING:   
What else do 

signs do? 
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To m
atch signs w

ith related or associated m
eanings or purposes, print the letters a-n in the boxes.    

Match the signs with equivalent, comparable, or related meanings.   
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Yes, they do—because 
people’s needs, 
activities, travel, and 
interests change. Most 
of all, advertisers and 
other sign makers want 
to begin and continue 
attracting attention—                   
for new reasons and 
different purposes.                  

To do so,  they keep 
trying to make signs 
that are more eye-
catching or effective.  

READING 
ABOUT 
READING:   

Do signs 
change with 
the times?  
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To m
atch signs, print the letters o-t in the boxes.    

Match the signs with equivalent, comparable, or related meanings.   

Some signs are amusing.  Other signs seem funny because of the situation—or because they don’t    
make sense or because they contain (unintended) mistakes. Why might Signs 21-27 make people laugh? 
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Tell the possible locations, purposes, and points of the signs in Photo Groups    
1-7 that follow on pages 18-24. The suggested vocabulary may give you ideas.  

On signs, symbols  and 
other visuals (photos, 

drawings, cartoons) are 
usually big and clear.  
Words and sentences 
are relatively simple.  

Even so, not all signs    
are easy to understand. 

Why is it sometimes 
difficult to get the 

message or the point?   

For all kinds of printed 
material, readers need 

background knowledge 
that comes from 

experience and learning. 
This awareness helps 
people to understand 

meaning easily and to 
get the point quickly.   

To understand signs,       
it’s important to notice  
where they are: inside, 

outside, mounted on 
buildings, high in the air, 

on wheels, on vehicles, 
held by people, or . . . ?   

What materials is a sign 
made of? (EXAMPLES: 

wood, metal, cardboard, 
neon) What kind of 

images and lettering                 
does it show? (How 

visible or readable are 
these?) What does its  

design reveal about its 
meanings, hopes, 

functions, messages, 
intents, and purposes?  

READING 
ABOUT 

READING:                  

How can we 
get the point of 

notices and signs?  

1 

1a 

1b 

VOCABULARY: 1a. a shop that makes signs, decals, banners (and fixes clocks); a storefront 
1b. a display booth (exhibit) at a fair; sample signs for rooms, clubs, businesses, restaurants, etc.  

Sign Samples 

Real-Life Signs 
On the next pages are photos                 
of “signage” (six groups of 
signs). For each picture or scene, 
answer these questions. 

1. What do the signs say? Read aloud the words you 
can make out. Describe symbols and other visuals. 
Where else might you see signs like these? 

2. What are the purposes of the signs? Do they                  
name places or things? Do they give information?                    
Do they advise people to do or buy something? 

3. Do the signs announce or advertise something?                   
If so, what are their meanings or messages?                     
Why do you think so? Do others agree with you? 

4. On pages 4 to 9 of the WTP? Answer Key is back-
ground for the signs in the photos. They include 
interpretations of their meanings. In your opinion,  
are these correct? What ideas can you add to them?   

In places like those in the photographs, look at other 
“signage.” Answer Questions 1-3 about the most 
interesting signs, notices, or displays you discover.  

zzzzzzz

INSTRUCTIONS for 

EXERCISE 1-C 
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Signs That List Things 
BACKGROUND + VOCABULARY:  
2a. mailboxes at seniors’ apartment 
complex in Creve Couer, Missouri:  
unit numbers +  names of tenants   
2b. hospital and surgical center in 
Culver City, Southern California:  
directory, directions, map, names                   
of departments + locations  

2c. city on historic Route 66 in Texas 
Panhandle: local events, team, 
museum, attractions, sponsors 
2d. monument-type statue near U.S. 
40 in Texas: the Ten Commandments 
2e. traffic light with directives for 
crossing streets: Push button, Walk, 
Don’t Walk (Wait); Watch, Finish, etc.  
2f.  safety directives near Cherokee 
Resort Casino—Catoosa, Oklahoma: 
what to wear when working; what                
not to wear.—and when   
2g. educational exhibit in public 
service pavilion at Los Angeles    
County Fair; six answers to question 
“How do Pollutants Harm Me?” + 3 
answers to “What can I do to help?” 
2h. drive-through coffee shop, 
Hoquiam, Washington (State);                    
prices of various sizes of hot and                   
iced coffee, hot chocolate, tea. 

2 

2a 2b 

2c 2d 

2e 2f 

2g 2h 

What’s the purpose or point of these signs? 
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Commercial Billboards 6 

With commercial 
signs, advertisers  
create “images”                     
in the minds of 
possible customers. 
These mental pictures 
can “depict” beauty    
or power or reliability  
or something else.  

What feelings do  
people associate with                     
commercial displays, 
big ads, or billboards?                      
Do they suggest 
warmth, approval, 
belonging, inclusion, 
connection, success,  
love, or popularity?                        
How  about notions   
of comfort, pleasure, 
luxury, relaxation, 
health, enjoyment, 
safety, trust, hope, 
gain, or satisfaction?                          
Or perhaps they 
create impressions of  
newness, freshness, 
spirit, or excitement.  

The usual intent 
(purpose or point)                  
of commercial 
marketing is to sell 
(products / services). 
Isn’t the goal of “non-
commercial,” social, 
public, political, 
religious, or other 
“advertising” parallel 
or comparable? Isn’t  
it  to “sell” beliefs, 
attitudes, opinions,   
or points of view?  

READING 
ABOUT 
READING:   

Isn’t all 
advertising 
“commercial?”  

6a 

6b 

6c 

6d 

6d 

VOCABULARY:   
6a. Two (2) meanings of 

cup: [a] World Cup = 
International Federation of 

Association Football 
(Soccer) trophy +  [b] 

container for beverages                    
sold by Dunkin’ Donuts,                 

a worldwide chain 

6b. lawyer = attorney, 
counselor (at law); free 
consultation = first visit 

without fee; representing 
clients after accidents. 

Trust me = “Believe me.”  
or “Don’t question me.” 

6c. headed to work? =       
“on your way to your job?” 

burglars = “criminals that 
break in to steal.” burglary 

= “the ‘work’ of burglars.” 
alarm = loud warning for 

protection.      

6d. fur = “soft, hairy coat of 
an animal like a dog.” 

stammer = “repetition of  
syllables, as when 

shivering.” furnace = 
“machine that heats air                  

in a building.” rapid 
response = “fast service.”     

6d. pun, “play on words;” 
sausage (frankfurter), 

pronounced / ’ sO  s´ j/, 
sounds like “saw such;” 

weiner = wiener 
misspelled, sounds like 
“winner.”  South of the 

border means “Mexico.”   

6e. obesity, extreme 
overweight, heaviness,   

weigh down, unbalanced; 
get into shape (fitness), 

losing weight (belly fat).  

What are the “intended messages” of these signs? 

6e 

6f 


