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1.A  ASK & GIVE NAMES OF THINGS. With 
someone else, ask about and name 

the items in the photos.  

Grammar Notes: Sentences with BE 
With sentences like these, you can talk about the names of items.   
 What’s this? What’s that?  What is it?  Is(n’t) it (a/an) . . . [noun]?  es, it is. / No, it’s not [it isn’t]. 

 What are these [those]?   What are they (called) (in English)?      I can’t tell what it [they] is [are].  

 Are(n’t) they) . . . [nouns]?   Yes, they are. / No, they’re not [they aren’t].    

 What do you call it [them]?       I don’t know what it’s [they’re] called.      

 This is(n’t) ) . . . [noun].  That’s (not) ) . . . [noun].  That’s [It’s] (called) ) . . .  
 These [those] are(n’t) ) . . . [nouns].    These [those] are(n’t) (called) . ) . . .   
 It [They] can also be called ) . . . [noun(s)]. It’s [They’re] not (called) ) . . . [noun(s)]. 
 Another word [name] for the item(s) [thing(s) / object(s) / stuff] is) . . . [noun(s)]. 

a 

Yes, they are. 
And what’s  
on the lamps? 
Are those 
objects  
called covers 
or Shades? 
What’s a baby 
bed called? 
Is it a cradle 
or a crib?   

What are 
those called 
in English? 
Aren’t they 

shelves?  
What are the 
things on the 
top shelves? 

They’re 
called lamps, 

right? 

EXAMPLES:  

Be
fo

re
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Grammar Notes: THERE IS/ARE, Location Phrases 
For items in locations, you can make sentences (statements and questions) like these:    
 There’s . . . [noun] .     Is there . . .  [noun] ?  Yes, there is. / No, there’s not [there isn’t]. 
 There are . . .  [plural noun].     Are there. . .  [plural noun] ?  Yes, there are. / No, there aren’t.  

Most location phrases have prepositions like these before nouns or pronouns.  

With this is, that’s, it’s, or there’s,  use a or an before a singular noun but not before 
an uncountable noun. With these are, those are, they’re, or there are, use a plural noun. 
You can use a number before a plural noun. You may use a quantity word before an 
uncountable or a plural noun, but it isn’t necessary.  EXAMPLES:     

1.B  NAME THINGS IN LOCATIONS.  With their locations, tell about 
the items in the photos. You can ask and answer someone 

else’s questions about the things too.    

a b 

in   over [above]  in front of  close to [near]  in the corner of  
on   under [below]  in back of [behind]  to the right of  across from  
at  between  next to  to the left of  around  

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X X X 

X X 

 

In Picture a, there’s a basket of fruit hanging from the ceiling. It’s in front of a window. 
On the window sill there are several objects. In the corner there’s a pumpkin-shaped 

container with some flowers in it. It’s next to a kitchen timer. The timer is between the 
flowers and a glass. there are plastic utensils in the glass. To the right of the glass . . . 

EXAMPLES: 

Picture b is part of a basement. It’s a finished basement. On the paneled wall there are some 
small pictures. In front of the wall there’s a table with two boxes on it. There are a lot of 
potatoes in one of the boxes. The other box has a few onions in it. Is there a telephone on 
the table? Yes, there is. But it’s not a cellular phone. there’s a cord. 
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*1.C  TELL CHANGES IN THINGS. Try to 
name the items in the first photo. 

Then tell the changes in the second picture. (Some 
objects are gone. Some are in a different location. 
There are some new things, too.) 

Grammar 
Notes: 

Countable 
Noun Phrases 

with OF 
After words for 
containers or 
amounts, plural 
and uncountable  
nouns can be 
objects of the 
preposition of .   
Of can mean 
“with . . . in it” or 
“in them.”  

EXAMPLES:   

The cans of juice are 
still In Picture b, but 
they’re on the back of 

the table, on some 
white envelopes.  

there’s a bottle of 
aspirin in the first 

picture but not in the 
second. Where’s the 

bag of pistachios? It’s 
next to the package 
of emergency water. 

The canister of film is 
in the same place.   

There are many things 
in containers on this 
table. For example, 
there are two cans of 
juice—one upright and 
one on its side.  
There’s a bottle of 
aspirin in front of the 
cans. There’s a plastic 
bag of pistachios near 
some mints . . . . 
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**Now play some games with real objects.  

 First, put some interesting items on a table or desk. 
Name them. Tell their locations. You can ask and 
answer questions about them too.  

 Cover the things with a cloth or 
newspaper. Try to retell (or 
ask and answer questions 
about) their names and 
locations.  

 Then put the items in a box                  
or bag. Who can list their 
names? Read the items aloud one by one. Someone 
can take them out of the container and put them in 
the same places according to instructions. Ask and 
answer questions if necessary.  

 Next, look away from the 
table. Someone takes away 
some items, adds other 
objects, and moves a few 
things. Who can write or                    
tell the changes?  

You can follow these steps with other objects. 
Can you think of more games to play with item 
names and locations?  

 

Grammar Notes: 
Unidentified & 

Identified 
Nouns  

Most items named 
for the first time 
are unidentified 
nouns. Use a or an 
before an unidenti-
fied singular noun. 
You can use a number 
before an unidenti-
fied plural noun. You 
may use a quantity 
word before a plural  
or uncountable noun 
that’s not identified.  
EXAMPLES:  

After 
items are 
mentioned, they are 
identified. You can 
use the before 
identified nouns.  
EXAMPLES:  

Where’s the pill box? 
It’s not on the table. 

There’s a calculator in 
its place. The two 

plastic bottles are in 
the same place. The sign 

is still there, but 
there’s no notebook. But  

there’s a clipboard in 
the lower left corner.   

There are 17 items on a 
tray table. In the corner 
there are two measuring 
cups. Is that a pill box  
near them? There’s a 
bottle with some clear 
liquid in it. There’s another 
bottle next to something 
flat. Is it a sign with a few 
words on it?  

 

 


