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Expressing Thanks in Letters  
Even before our uncertain times, the holiday of Thanksgiving  
was not only a day of staying home from work and school, 
watching football on TV, having family reunions and 

arguments, overeating and drinking, and having a good time.  Most 
people were aware of the historic and spiritual meaning of the holiday. 
A few went to church, but others made use of the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons to “count their blessings.” Some helped the poor  
or the homeless by contributing food and necessities, or even by 
serving meals to those that couldn’t prepare or afford to buy food 
themselves. Others got back in touch with long-lost relatives or 
friends, setting aside past disagreements. And still others wrote  
about their feelings of thankfulness—in personal journals or, more 
commonly, in letters. Some of these letters appeared every year in 
local newspapers. On the next page are some sample letters that                
may be reproduced or used in other ways for this activity.  

STEP 1.  In they’re available, clip or print out some “letters of thanksgiving” 
that appear online or on paper in November. Glue each letter on card stock.   
Beginning with 1, number the “letter cards”  consecutively. Alternatively,  
enlarge the letters for an overhead projector transparency—or make copies   
for individuals or groups of learners to work with.  

STEP 2.  In whatever form they appear, make the letters accessible to 
students. For each, ask readers this question: “What is the letter-writer 
particularly thankful for?”   

Students can discuss their answers in groups and then tell the class                      
what they have agreed (or disagreed) on.  Or they can put their answers                
in writing before comparing them with their classmates’ answers.   

Writing Skills   
Activities 
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The Simple Pleasures 

If I had won the lottery this year, I 
would have been thankful. But I 
didn’t win, and I have no hopes of 
doing so. Therefore, I am thankful 
for what most people take for 
granted every day. 

I am thankful that I wake up every 
day in good health, that I have a 
job to go to, and that I  come back 
to a place I call home. 

I am thankful for my family and 
friends and their words of 
encouragement.  

And I’m thankful for those I am 
able to  help. These are the people 
that bring a smile to my heart. 

I am thankful for the obstacles I 
overcome and the lessons I learn. 

I am thankful for all the good 
times and my memories.  

I am thankful for the colors of the 
rainbow, the ocean’s waves, and a 
child’s smile. I  am thankful for the 
simple pleasures of life. 

Maria Fuentes 

LETTERS OF THANKSGIVING:  
Here are some sample letters from local newspapers some time ago. 
Read them for meaning and talk about the ideas.  You can use them              
as models for your own writing, but update them for today’s world.    

Prayers for Recovery 

Our family has much to be thankful 
for. My husband was hospitalized  
with COVID 19 (a Corona Virus).  
We discovered the healing power of 
prayer and the positive energy of 
friends, which all contributed to his 
recovery. This will be a joyous 
Thanksgiving.  

Edith Berkowitz 

 Safety from Persecution 

  I moved to America from 

Iran for religious 

freedom. In Iran, I wasn’t 

able to practice my 

religion. Those who 

practiced their religion 

were jailed or killed. 

  On this Thanksgiving,         

I am thankful to G-d for 

keeping me safe in Iran 

and on my flight to 

America, where I, like the 

Pilgrims, have come for 

religious freedom.  

Neda Rozezadeh  

1 2 

3 



55 Thanksgiving & Other Festivals of Gratefulness                  
© authors & editors / worklifeenglish.com / 2learn-english.com 

STEP 3.  Using the reading material you have provided as models. students 
write their own letters of thankfulness. If these letters are directed to 
newspaper editors or their own friends or relatives, they should send 
them—and later report on any responses they receive. If the letters are                  
for their classmates and instructor, they should be passed around the 
classroom. Anyone and everyone can write responses to the letters they  
read before they are returned to their original writers.  

Holiday Humor 
No matter what the holiday (or subject matter), there’s                 
plenty of relevant Humor & Fun available. From papers, 
magazines, websites, search engines, and more, clip 
(excerpt) one-frame cartoons, comic strips, anecdotes, 

jokes, riddles, puzzles, and more—including Items 1-15 on the last 
four pages of this Thanksgiving Book.  

STEP 1.   Download, enlarge, print out, and/or paste up these and other 
pieces of Humor & Fun  items to project onto screens and/or to hand out.   

STEP 2.  For each (kind of) piece, here’s what you might do:  

[1-4] Ask each question. After others guess, tell the answer. Explain the joke.    

[5-8] Describe each cartoon frame or tell strip story while reading aloud characters’ 
words and captions. Explain the point of the humor—why people laugh at it.  

[9] With someone else, read aloud the two jokes. Help listeners to understand. 

[10] Read aloud the poem. Do you find it amusing? Why or why not?   
[11]With a die, play the “Roll a Turkey” game. Who can get the right numbers                   

to draw the parts of a turkey in order?  That “artist” wins the game. 

[12]Use the “Thanksgiving Pictionary” as a Bingo Board. Name the foods. 

[13-15] Figure out how to do these puzzles—and have fun solving them.   

Miscellaneous Skills   
Activities 
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   17th Century Pilgrim Children’s Riddles 
1. Who is he that runneth through the hedge, his house on his back? 

2. What is ten men’s length and ten men’s strength and yet ten men cannot                      
make it stand on its end? 

3. What is it that is full all day and empty at night? 

4. What is it that goeth about the wood and cannot get in? 

ANSWERS TO 17TH CENTURY RIDDLES: 1. a snail   2. a rope   3. shoes   4. the bark of a tree 

20th Century Children’s Thanksgiving Riddles 
1. If April showers bring May flowers,                         

what do May flowers bring? 
2. What has ears but cannot hear? 
3. Why does a turkey say “Gobble, Gobble?”  
4. What kind of music did the Pilgrims Like? 
5. Can a turkey fly higher than an ostrich? 

ANSWERS TO 20TH CENTURY RIDDLES: 1. Pilgrims   2. a cornfield                           
3. Because he knows what people do on Thanksgiving.  4. Plymouth Rock.                   

5. Yes, it can.  An ostrich can’t fly.  
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Luke: What did the turkey say to the computer?                Will: What? 
Luke: “Google, google, google.”  Joke submitted by Luke C., College Station, TX 

A lady was picking through frozen turkeys at the grocery store for 
Thanksgiving Day—but couldn’t find one big enough for her family.  
She asked a stock boy, “Do these turkeys get any bigger?” 

“No, ma’am. They’re dead.”                  Joke submitted by Grant W., San Diego 
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