






54 SCENARIO: VOLUME TWO 

6. THE FUTURE IN THE PAST 

A phrase with was/were going to expresses future meaning in past time. 

THE FUTURE IN THE PAST: Statements and Questions 

QUFSTION was }tnot} SUBJECT was }tnot} 
WORD were were going to VERB 

I was going to become a doctor. 
We weren't going to tell you the news. 

Weren't you going to do your homework. 
What were you going to say? 

Was/were going to VERB expresses an unfulfilled plan. The subject planned a future activity 
in the past, but didn't do it. 

Examples: We were going to enter a contest, but we changed our minds. 
Weren't you going to study? Yes, I was, but I fell asleep. 

Here are examples of the future in the past with there + be: There was going to be a picnic, 
but they canceled it. Weren't there going to be sandwiches? (Yes, there were.) 

6a. Turn back to (1). Put a wavy line under the verb phrases with was/were going to VERB. 
Ex.ample: I~ it once, but I didn't. 

6b. Write a phrase with was/were going to in each blank. Use the underlined verb in the same, 
the previous, or the next sentence. 

Sarah: Life often turns out different from your plans. For instance, 

I t(.)tt..o ro;/JS ~ a singer, but I became a seamstress in-

stead. I _____________ a millionaire, but I married your 

grandfather instead. We _____ n't _____ many children, but we 

had five. We _______ around the world, but we only traveled in this 

country. 

Sandy: You said you weren't planning to settle in this city. 

Where ____ you _____________ ? 

Sam: On a farm. And we weren't going to live in an apartment. 

Sandy: Where _____ you _____________ ? 

Sam: _In a big country house. 

Sandy: Were there going to be horses and cows? 

Sam: Yes, and there _____________ chickens, too. By the way, 

Sarah, _____ n't we _____________ out this 

evening? 

Sarah: Yes, we were going to go to a party, but they canceled it. 



UNIT 3. THE PAST 

6c. Match the related phrases; write the letter on the line. Then write one of the phrases, with 
was/were going to VERB or in the simple past tense, in each blank . 

.e get a college education 

become a famous writer 

stay a bachelor 

a. become a businessman 
b. marry your grandmother 
c. stay in one place 
d. rent a city apartment 

v' e. begin to work after high school 

travel a lot 

have a country estate 

retire at age 50 

stay young forever 

f. get old 
g. work until age 70 
h. have five children 

Yep~~IW_J.J.S ~~'tl~· For instance, I __ l&,_~::!&!~:.....2~~~~~==--- , but 

I ~ «r ,aeJt,J,8-L instead. Then I ____________ _ 

but I _____________ instead . I ____________ _ but 

_____________ instead. We _____________ but 

we ______________ Then we ____________ _ but 

we didn't. Instead we _____________ . We----------~ 

but we only _____________ . I ____________ _ 

changed my mind . _____________ .Yep. your grandmother and 

_____________ but--~----------· And yet 

we' re very happy with our lives and our family. 

TALKING IT OVER 

but I 

6d. Make sentences with was/were going to VERB. Include other past tense forms, when appropriate. 

LEVEL A: Complete these sentences. 

I was going to __________ , but I changed my mind. 

My family was , but they didn't. 

In my childhood, I ___________ , but then __________ _ 

"~ t I b t instead. = a eenager, , u __________ _ 

Just last week , but----------

There , but they canceled it. 
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56 SCENARIO: VOLUME TWO 

Work in small groups. Each student reads aloud one of the preceding sentences. The next 
student repeats the information in the sentence and then reads a different sentence of 
his (her) own. The next student repeats the information in the second sentence, adds a 
new sentence, and so on. ' 

LEVEL B: Work in groups of six. Each pair of students chooses a different one of the following situa
tions. Each student reads only ONE of the roles and thinks about lines for a dialog. 

SITUATION 1 

ROLE A You are a student. You didn't 
complete an important assignment because 
you forgot about it. You don't want an F on 
the assignment. You know the teacher 
sometimes gives students with good excuses 
more time. 

SITUATION 2 

ROLE A You had a bad day at home and 
didn't complete any of your plans. You are 
describing your day to your spouse and expect 
sympathy. 

SITUATION 3 

ROLE A You are middle-aged. You didn;t 
have many expectations for your life, but 
many good things happened to you. You are 
talking to a friend about your good luck and 
you want congratulations. 

Each pair acts out their dialog for the group. 

Examples: 

ROLE B You are a teacher. A student 
doesn't turn in an important assignment on 
time. You sometimes allow more time for a 
good reason, but you don't think this student 
has one. 

ROLE B You had a bad day at the office 
and didn't complete any of your plans. You 
are describing your day to your spouse and 
expect sympathy. 

ROLE B You are middle-aged. You had 
many plans for your life but didn't fulfill any 
of them. You are talking to your friend about 
your disappointment, and you want sympathy. 

A: I'm very sorry, Miss Watson. I was going to finish the assignment last night, but a friend 
came over. 

B: Why didn't you do the assignment before or after the visit? 

The group makes corrections and suggestions. Then they tell their impressions of the 
characters in the dialogs. What kind of people were they? How were they feeling? What 

· were their purposes? Did they succeed in their purposes? 

Example: I think Mario was feeling worried. He didn't want to lie but he didn't want 
an F on the assignment. He really was going to do it. 



UNIT 3. THE PAST 

7. THE PAST TENSES: Summary 

TIME DIAGRAM EXPLANATION EXAMPLES 

Q) now -~ ..... emphasizes beginning or We got married in 1932 . . § ; -r,:,P,. completion of past activity When did you move here? 

Cll 
::s 

.J... 8 emphasizes continuation We were living in Europe in 
~ I of past activity 1948. What were you doing ..... = 

; 0 past then? 
p.. u t4ne 

~ In my childhood I used to 

~ dance a lot. Did you use to 

[g ----- expresses past habits, like music? 
......_ 

customs, and repeated action s 
:;;;i During the war we would 

'~ 

listen to the radio every night. . 
We wouldn't go out much. 

~2 
~~~ ,-":::...,_,-:,/-, 

expresses unfulfilled future I was going to call you, but I 

/""-
plans in the past forgot. Weren't you going to 

~8~ now go out? 

PUTTING IT TOGETHER 

7a. Write two statements about your past, one affirmative and one negative, for each of the 
past tense forms in (7). Write nine true statements and one false one. 

~ -

Work in small groups. Each student reads his (her) statements aloud to the group. The 
group tries to guess the false statement. 

Variation: Write ten true statements. Don't write your name on your paper. The teacher 
collects the papers, mixes them up, and gives each student a different student's paper. 

Then each student reads the paper in his (her) hands, maJ{.es corrections, and tries to guess 
the identity of the writer. (S)he summarizes the information for the class, tells his (her) 
guess, and gives reasons for it. (S)he returns the paper to its writer. The class asks ques
tions about the information. 
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