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Comparing and Contrasting  
Some holidays, such as the North American Thanksgiving, 
lend themselves to comparison and contrast. Finding and 
describing similarities or differences between visuals                  

and/or pieces of printed information on the same topic are   
motivating, pertinent language-learning activities.  

STEP 1.  Find or create two or three comparable or contrasting pictures,  
(captioned) illustrations of the same historical event, and/or readings on               
the same or a related topic by writers with different points of view. Label 
one of these pieces of material “1;” another, “2.”  (Put “3” on the third).   

STEP 2.  Students work in pairs or triads. One person receives Version 1 of             
the material. The other(s) get(s) the equivalent or contrasting Version 2 
(and 3).  Silently, they look over their material until they’re familiar with it. 

STEP 3.  Each partner in turn describes one part of his or her picture or     
tells one fact or idea from his or her reading. The second (and third)                  
person(s) find(s) the corresponding part of the other rendition. Orally, 
everyone describes the comparable or contrasting part of the illustration               
and/or summarizes the relevant information from the printed material.  

STEP 4.  After “covering” all parts of their visuals and/or text,                    
participants look at the two or three versions together. They confirm that 
they’ve  accurately described similarities and contrasts.  Perhaps each pair 
or triad can “present” what they’ve discovered to the whole group.  Or they 
can make two– or three-column lists of what they’ve discovered—perhaps 
one for similarities and another for differences. Finally, they can summarize 
what they’ve learned from their comparative analyses—and go on to 
examine other items of the same kind.  

Following are some pairs of images and 
info about Thanksgiving (A-M) that can 
be used in Comparison and Contrast.                      
They can be enlarged, projected onto                      
a screen, and/or duplicated for class 
distribution. And of course, you can                 
add more material to work with.  A. Comparison & Contrast 

Pairing: Live Turkeys 

1 2 
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B. Comparison & Contrast Pairing: Landing at Plymouth 

D. Comparison & Contrast Pairing: Life at Plymouth Colony 

1 2 

C. Comparison & Contrast Grouping: Wamponoug Indians  

1 3 

1 2 

2 
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E. Comparison & Contrast Pairing: Historical Myths 

F. Comparison & Contrast Grouping: Women of the Mayflower  

G. Comparison             
& Contrast  
Grouping:  

Stereotypes 

1 2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 3 
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G. Comparison & Contrast Pairing: U.S. Presidents’            
Proclamations of a National Day of Thanksgiving 

H. Comparison & Contrast Groupings: Thanksgiving Dishes   

I. Comparison & Contrast Grouping: Holiday Activities 

1 2 

1 

1 3 

3 

2 

2 
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J. Comparison & Contrast Groupings: Thanksgiving Dinners 

1 

4 

2 

3 
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   READING 1 

American Indian Corn 

W hen the Pilgrims 
arrived in Plymouth                  

in 1620, they had never 
seen corn before. Some 
Pilgrim explorers found 
some buried Indian corn, 
but they didn’t know how 
to plant it. A friendly 
Native American named 
Squanto showed them                     
how to grow corn with                
fish as a fertilizer.  
The Pilgrims did not serve 
corn on the cob or popcorn 
at their harvest festivals.  
Indian, or “flint corn,”                         
was hard and dry. It       
could be ground and                   
made into corn meal, but 
not cooked and eaten.  

READING 2 

American Corn 

T he fresh corn that North Americans eat 
from the cob was first 
grown by farmers in Mexico 
thousands of years ago. 
“Ears of corn” grow on 
cornstalks, large grass 
plants also called maize. 

Corn is a very common crop 
in the United States today. 
It is grown in fields in the 
Midwest and other states.  
Corn is not only sold fresh, 
but also frozen and canned. 
It is an ingredient of many 
popular North American 
dishes, including corn 
bread, corn tortillas, and 
even corn chowder (soup).  

K. Comparison & Contrast Pairing:                           
Articles on a Traditional and Popular American Vegetable  

1 2 
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RECIPE 1 
Ancient New England 

Standing Dish of Pompians 
INGREDIENTS 

 8 cups peeled diced pumpkin 
 1/4 cup water 
 2 Tbs. butter 
 2 Tbs. vinegar 
 1/3 cup brown sugar 
 1/4 tsp. cinnamon 
 salt to taste 

T his modern version of a 
dessert from Pilgrim 

times is spiced like pumpkin 
pie. It is not served in a 
crust, however.  

Put 2 cups of peeled diced 
pumpkin into a pot. Cook over 
low heat until it sinks down. 
Keep adding more pumpkin until 
you have used all 8 cups. It 
should look like stewed apples.  

Remove the mixture from                 
the heat. Add butter, vinegar, 
brown sugar, and spices.                                  

Stir gently and 
serve.  

RECIPE 2 

Pumpkin Pie 
INGREDIENTS 

 1 30 oz.can pumpkin (pie mix) 
 3/4 cup sugar 
 1/2 tsp. salt 
 1-1/4 tsp. cinammon 
 1/2 tsp. nutmeg 
 1.2 tsp. ginger 
 3 eggs 
 1 13-ounce can of 

evaporated milk 
 1 unbaked 9-inch pastry shell 

(pie crust) 

T his easy recipe for pumpkin pie is very 
modern because it uses  
prepared ingredients.  

Combine pumpkin, sugar, and 
spices. Blend in milk and eggs. 
Pour the mixture into the 
pastry shells.                     
Bake at 400° for 50 minutes 
or until the 
filling is 
firm. Cool.  

Serve with 
whipped 
cream.  

L. Comparison & Contrast Pairing:  Thanksgiving Dessert Recipes 

1 2 
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READING 1 

Giving Thanks                       
in Hawaii and Alaska 

H awaii and Alaska are the 
49th and 50th states of 

the Union. Before they 
became U.S. states, they 
had their own Thanksgiving 
customs and traditions. 

Even before the English 
settled in America, Hawaiians 
had a four-month-long 
thanksgiving festival. From 
November through February 
no one could work or wage 
war. The people in each 
village brought offerings of 
thanks to Lono, the Hawaiian 
god of plenty. Then they 
feasted, danced the hula and 
sang, and had games. 

Because of the cold weather, 
the Inuit Indians of Alaska 
could not celebrate for a long 
time. They had a spring 
harvest festival of whales, 
one of their most important 
foods. One of their games 
was jumping on a walrus hide 
like on a trampoline.  

READING 2 

Canadian Thanksgiving 

The first official Canadian 
Thanksgiving Day was in 
1871. The Prince of Wales, 
the  oldest son of Queen 
Victoria, recovered from a 
serious illness. Therefore, a 
day of thanksgiving was 
proclaimed in the British Isles 
and all the (former) British 
colonies.    

In 1879 the Canadian 
government made Thanksgiving 
a yearly national holiday to 
celebrate the harvest (the 
blessings of the land). For a 
long time, Canadians 
celebrated Thanksgiving on 
the same Thursday in 
November as people in the 
United States.  

But because their harvest 
time is earlier in the year,    
in 1957 the government 
changed the official date to 
the second Monday in 
November. Canadians 
celebrate in about the same 
ways as Americans, but 
without the football games.  

M. Comparison & Contrast Pairing:                          
Thanksgiving in Other Times and Places  

1 2 


