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Chapter 2: The Present Time Frame: Simple & Continuous Verbs  

Scenario: The Generations 

The Present 
Time Frame 

A family is spending an evening at home together because it’s “family night.”          
The father is reading a book in the living room. Then he turns on the TV set.          

His teenage son and daughter are playing loud music in the next room.   
What do the people do? What do they say? 

The father shouts: Turn off that noise! I’m trying to watch TV.  

The daughter yells back: But Dad, we’re dancing. This is our favorite music!   

The son turns off the radio, 
comes in, and says: 

Hey, what kind of show is that? It’s not                                      

sports! What are you watching, anyway?  

The father explains.                            
Then he asks                                 

a question: 

I’m watching a terrific dance performance                                     

on the public television channel. Who wants                                  

to watch it with me? You do, don’t you? 

The daughter comes into 
the room. She whines:  

That’s an educational show, isn’t it?                                           

I don’t like it. I’m changing the channel! 

The                                                  
father                                 

objects: 

No, you’re not! Don’t do that! Don’t you touch that set!                   

There aren’t any good programs on other channels. The dramas 

are violent, aren’t they? The comedies are inane! The realty 

shows are ridiculous! You kids don’t have any taste, do you?  

The mother comes & asks: What’s going on here? What’s all the arguing about? 

The son                                
complains: 

Dad’s watching a boring show. There’s much better entertainment 

on the other channels. But Dad doesn’t like those shows.                   

He has no taste! Let’s go to streaming—like Amazine, Primo, . . .  

The mother                            
answers: 

Your father has very good taste. He’s having a Nice time                  

with his program, isn’t he? He watches only worthwhile                    

shows. We like good entertainment, don’t we?  

1 
The 

Generations 
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The daughter                          
comments: 

The radio stations play great music. And we have some 

fantastic recorded downloads. Why don’t we watch a DVD? 

The teenagers sit down too. 
They already look bored.  

People dance at clubs too, don’t they?                                 

And we can join them. I want to go to the mall.   

The son                                                
gets excited. 

The mall? Yeah, take us there—O.K.?.                                   

There’s a great video arcade at the mall.  

The mother                                        
gives suggestions.  

Do your homework, why don’t you?                                       

Or you can clean your rooms. Or read a book! 

The teenagers leave the room. Do homework? Clean our rooms? Read a book? Yucch! 

The father makes                          
comments to his wife. 

What’s wrong with kids today? They have no real            

interests. They don’t read anymore. Our daughter                     

likes dance clubs. Our son likes video arcades.   

The mother                                  
responds: 

They look so bored. What do they do all day?                        

Where do they go? How do they spend their time?                   

Our son  spends so much money! What does he buy with it? 

The mother protests. Then she 
sits down in front of the TV.  

Don’t play loud music. It gives me a headache.                          

Don’t you like dance performances? 

1-A  On the lines, write the correct verb forms from                           
the Scenario: The Generations on pages 5 and 6.                               

Use some words from the boxes two or three times.   

spend / spends / spending 

1. A family is    spending   an evening      
at home together.  

2. How do kids today ____________ 
their time? 

3. Our son _____________ so much 
money! 

watch / watches / watching 

4. What are you      watching     , anyway?  
5. I’m ____________ a terrific performance.  
6. Dad’s ________________ a boring show.  
7. He ___________ only worthwhile shows. 
8. Why don’t we _______________ a DVD? 

have / has / having 

9. You kids don’t ______________ any     
taste at all, do you?  

10. Your father __________ good taste.  

11. We ________ some fantastic music. 

12. He’s _______________ a nice time.  

like / likes / liking 

13. I don’t ____________ educational shows. 
14. Dad doesn’t ___________ other channels.   
15. We ____________ good entertainment.   
16. Don’t you _______ dance performances?  
17. Our son ______________ video arcades.   
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Scenario: The Generations 

1-B  On the lines, write the missing words and word parts  
from the Scenario: The Generations on pages 5 and 6.          

Choose from am, ’m, is, ’s, are, ’re, Do, do, does. ’ 

A family 1    is   spending the evening at home because it 2______”family night.”                           
The father 3 _______ reading a book. His teenage son and daughter 4 _______ playing 
loud music. The father shouts, “I_______ 5  trying to watch TV.”  

The kids yell back, “But we_____ 6 dancing. This 7 _____ our favorite music!                                
What kind of show 8 ______ that? What 9 ______ you watching, anyway? It______ 10                     
an educational show, 11 ____n’t it? I 12 ____n’t like it. I_____ 13 changing the channel!” 

The father objects, “No, you ____ 14 not! 15 _____n’t do that! There 16 ______n’t any good 
shows on the other channels. The comedies 17 _______ inane. The reality shows                         
18 _______ ridiculous! You kids 19 ______n’t have any taste, 20 _____ you?” 

The mother asks, “What____ 21 going on here? “What____ 22 all the arguing about? 

The son complains, “Dad____ 23 watching a boring show. There_____ 24 much better 
entertainment on streaming channels, but Dad 25 ______n’t like them, 26 _____ he?”  

The mother answers, “He_____ 27 having a nice time with his program, 28 ______n’t he?              
29 ______n’t play loud music. 30 ______n’t you like dance performances?” 

1. The teenagers                                  
in the family want                          
to play loud music.            
,   true        .  

5. The family has                     
different forms                            
of amusement                   
at home. _________ 

2. They also like cultural                    
programs on educational 
TV channels—and books. 
________________ 

6. Everyone in the family             
has the same tastes                 
and interests. 
___________ 

3. The parents aren’t 
dancing at a club                    
in the mall now 
____________ 

7. The parents like loud 
music and video arcades, 
but the kids don’t. 
___________ 

4. They agree on TV 
shows and good 
entertainment. 
____________ 

8. This family probably                  
has a “generation                     
gap.” ________  

1-C  On the lines, write   true   or   false  .   
*Fix the wrong sentences. Write the correct words.  
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GRAMMAR NOTES: Directive Sentences 
Directive sentences have base verbs— without endings. They can give                                       

affirmative and/or negative instructions. Singular and plural forms are the same.                              
The subject YOU is understood,  but no sentence subject is necessary.  Some verbs can have                    

noun or pronoun objects. Other verbs can come before prepositional phrases or adverbs. 

 DON’T = 
DO NOT 

BASE 
VERB 

OBJECT                                  
OF THE VERB 

AFFIRMATIVE 
DIRECTIVES 

 Do 
Clean 
Take 

your homework. 
your rooms. 
us 

NEGATIVE 
DIRECTIVES 

Don’t 
Don’t 
Don’t  

do 
play 
go 

that! 
loud music. 
  

PREPOSITIONAL                
PHRASE OR ADVERB 

 
 
to the shopping mall.  
 
 
there.  

**Now continue                   
these speeches.                 
Tell or write more 
affirmative and 
negative directives 
from the father,                   
the mother, the son, 
and the daughter.    

***Tell or write some 
directives commonly 
heard around your 
school,  job, or home.  

1-D  DIRECTIVE VERBS. Turn back to the Scenario: Generations   
on page 5-6. Circle the verbs in affirmative directive 

sentences. Put two circles around the negative directive verbs.          
EXAMPLES: Turn off that noise! / Don’t do that! / Don’t you touch that set! / Read a book! 

*On the lines, put the missing verbs and verb phrases.                                    
Choose from these words: do, Don’t, don’t, turn, Come, watch, touch, 
change, Clean, read, give, Take, yell.   NOTE:           = a negative verb phrase. 

Hey, kids, 1 ________ off 
that music! 2 _________ 

in the living room and    
3 __________________                  
this wonderful dance 

performance with me.  

But 4                          you  
’                     .the TV set!    
5                                  the 

channel!  

Yeah, and go 
6 ______ your 
homework.                  

7 __________ 
your room.  

Or 8 _______ 
a book for a 

change!  

Oh, 9_____ 
us a break, 
will you?                      

10 ______ 
us to the 
mall.  

And please 
11                        .              
.so loud!  
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Scenario: The Generations 

GRAMMAR NOTES: Simple Present                         
Affirmative Statements with the Verb BE 

  After a form of the main verb BE (AM, IS, ARE), the rest of the sentence can include                          
nouns,  adjectives, adverbs, and/or prepositional phrases.  

Present Forms of BE 
after Pronoun Subjects   

(with Contractions): 

I am = I’m 
we are = we’re 

you are = you’re 
they are = they’re  

he is = he’s 
she is = she’s 

it is = it’s   
that is = that’s 

there is = there’s   

SENTENCE 
SUBJECT  

THE VERB 

BE 
(ADJECTIVE) 

(NOUN)  
(ADVERB) 

(PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE)  
I 

We 
This 

It 
The dramas 

They 
The son  

He 
The mother 

She  

‘m 
‘re 
is 
‘s 

are 
‘re 
is 
‘s 
is 
‘s  

 
a family.  

our favorite music. 
too loud! 
violent. 

tasteless and inane. 
bored  
ready 

an art lover. 
unhappy   

in the living room.   
 
 
 
 
 
with reading.  
for a video game. 
 
about dance clubs.   

In statements about the existence of the sentence subject, the “filler word” THERE  appears first. Then 
comes a form of the verb BE, followed by the subject (a singular or plural noun). An adverb or 

prepositional phrase of place often follows.  

THE FILLER 
THERE 

THE VERB 
BE 

SENTENCE 
SUBJECT 

(ADVERB) 
(PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE)  

There 
There  

‘s 
are 

better entertainment 
videos and DVDs 

on other channels. 
at the video store.    

Present Forms of BE 
after the Filler THERE:   

(with Contraction): 
there is = there’s 

there are 

This family     is_   1  in their living room. There 2 _________ two parents and                   
two teenagers at home together. It_____ 3 “family night.” The TV set 4 ____ on. 
There ______ 5 a dance performance on the educational channel.  It______ 6  fascinating 
to the father. The wife ____________ 7 interested in it too.  But the son 8 ________ bored. 
The daughter 9 _________ disinterested. They________ 10 sick  of “family night.”                     
And you________ 11 probably tired of it too. I know I 12 _______. 

1-E  BE IN THE SIMPLE PRESENT. On the lines, put simple present 
forms of the verb BE:  am, ’m, is, ’s, are, ’re.   

**1-E. Tell more about the family. Make BE-statements with your                   
own nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases.   
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GRAMMAR NOTES: Simple Present Affirmative 
Statements Without the Verb BE 

 In the affirmative, the base form of a verb other than BE comes after I, YOU,                                
or a plural sentence subject.  After a third person singular subject (a noun or pronoun),                         

the verb ends in –(E}S.  Some verbs can have noun or pronoun objects.                                       
All verbs can appear in sentences with adverbs or prepositional phrases.  

 SENTENCE 
SUBJECT  

BASE 
VERB 

+  
(e)s 

(OBJECT OF                
THE VERB) 

(ADVERB) 
(PREPOSITIONAL 

PHRASE)  

SUBJECT =                       
I, YOU, PLURAL  

NOUN OR 
PRONOUN 

You  
The children 

They 
The parents 

like 
come 
argue 

object. 

 good programs. 
 
 
 

 
into the room.  
about the TV.  
 

SUBJECT =                   
3RD PERSON 

SINGULAR NOUN 
OR PRONOUN 

The daughter 
The father 

She 
The mother 

change  
yell 

complain 
watch 

s 
s 
s 
es 

the channel.  
 
 

a video.    

 
at her.  
about him.    

SPELLING & PRONUNCIATION RULES: the –(e)s Ending 
Third-person singular simple present verbs end in –(e)s.  Here are the spelling                                 

& pronunciation rules for the –(e)s ending. To the right are some verb examples.   

1. The two irregular forms are pronounced / / and / /.  be + -s = is.  
have + s = has 

 2. For a base verb with -y  after a consonant, change the –y to –i.                      

Add –es.  Pronounce the ending with the / / sound.  

For a base verb with –y after a vowel, just add –s.  

try + -es = tries 
study + -es = studies 
carry + -es = carries 
BUT: play + -s = plays  

3. For a base verb with with the sounds /  /                                                  
or the letter -o  after a consonant, add –s or –es.    

After these consonant sounds,                                                            
pronounce the ending  as an added syllable / /  

use + -s = uses 
watch + -es = watches 
wish + -es = wishes  
fix + -es = fixes 
do + es = does = /´/ 

4. For other verbs, add –s  to the base form.                                                          

After voiceless consonant sounds,                                                            
pronounce the ending with the voiceless / / sound.                                                            

After voiced consonant and vowel sounds,                                                
pronounce the ending with the voiced / / sound.  

hope + -s = hopes 
eat + -s = eats 
ask + -s = asks 
yell + -s = yells 
come + -s = comes 
argue + -s = argues 
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Scenario: The Generations 

1-F  SIMPLE PRESENT AFFIRMATIVE STATEMENTS. On the line,                   
put the simple present affirmative form of each verb                 

after a number [in brackets] .  

throw her clothes on the floor  clean his room / put his clothes away 
have a messy room / be sloppy  have a camera / take photos 

have a turntable / put records on it  swim / surf / hike / wear sunglasses 
listen to loud hip-hop music / dance    carry a backpack / go camping 
like video games / use a computer  learn about cars / try to fix them 

admire pop stars / buy their posters  be on a soccer team / play soccer 
wear makeup / spray on cologne    drink soda pop / throw out the bottles 

do her hair / study fashion magazines  turn on the radio / have music on 
dream about skiing and sailing   watch TV comedies and reality shows 

hang up pictures / enjoy sports / text on their cell phones / act like typical teens 

It   seems   1 [seem]  kids today   have   2 [have] no cultural interests.                                    
My kids _____________ 3 [be] teenagers. My daughter ___________ 4 [have]                                  

a turntable—you ______________ 5 [know], it’s like an old record player.                                
She __________ 6 [try] to play CDs on it. My son __________ 7 [turn] up                    
his streaming apps unbelievably loud. They ___________ 8 [listen] to 
music this way. It ________________ 9 [give] my wife headaches. Our 
daughter ___________ 10 [go] to dance clubs. She __________ 11 [dance] 

there without ear plugs. Our son _________ 12 [watch] sports on TV at full 
volume. Their hearing _________ 13 [be] damaged, I_______ 14 [be] sure.  

*1-F  Look at the pictures of two teenagers’ rooms. With the words 
under them and vocabulary of your own, make simple present 
affirmative statements about their owners. 

EXAMPLES: The daughter throws her clothes on the floor. She has a messy room.  

 I guess a room 

shows some things 

about its owner.  
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GRAMMAR NOTES: Simple Present Negative Statements  
In negative statements, the word NO(T) follows the verb BE.  Here are contracted forms:                      
IS NOT = ISN’T; ARE NOT = AREN’T.   In negative statements without BE, the “helping verb”                      

DO comes between the sentence subject and the main verb. After I, YOU, or a plural subject,                   
use DO NOT ( = DON’T ). After a third person singular subject, use DOES NOT ( = DOESN’T). 

 
 

SENTENCE 
SUBJECT  

BE + 
NOT 

DO(ES) + 
NOT 

BASE 
VERB 

 

NEGATIVE 
STATEMENTS 

WITH BE 

I 
Teenagers 
The father 

That 

‘m not 
aren’t 
isn’t  

‘s not 

  very happy about this.  
at home much. 
bored with his TV show.  
an amusing comedy.  

NEGATIVE 
STATEMENTS          
WITH OTHER VERBS 

We 
The parents 
The mother 

 don’t 
don’t 

doesn’t 

watch 
like 

argue 

TV reality shows. 
video games. 
with her husband. 

 
THERE BE + 

NOT  
SENTENCE  
SUBJECT  

 

NEGATIVE 
STATEMENTS 
WITH THERE + BE 

There 
There 
There 

aren’t 
‘s no  
isn’t 

on other channels. 
in video arcades. 
for conversation.  

any good programs 
dancing 
any time 

1-G  Turn back to the Scenario: The Generations on pages 5-6. 
Underline the affirmative verbs in simple present 

statements. Put two lines under the negative verbs.            EXAMPLES:  
           This is our favorite music. / Then he turns on the TV set. I  I don’t like cultural shows. 

SIMPLE PRESENT NEGATIVE STATEMENTS. On each line, put the simple 
present negative form of each verb after a number [in brackets].  

I   don’t     understand   1 [not understand] my parents. They                                  2 

[not seem] to have any real interests. Like—they                                3 [not appreciate] 

rock music. They                                      4 [buy] or    rent     *5 [rent] entertaining 
videos. There                                6 [not be] any satellite dishes on the house. 
My mother                                     7 [not care] about cars. She                    8 [not be] 
enthusiastic about sports. She                                              9 [not play] games. 
My father                                      10 [not enjoy] TV comedies or                 *11 [get] 
involved in reality shows. He                          12 [not be] interested in outdoor 
activities. He says there                      13 [not be] enough money for surfing or 
sailing. My parents                even              .14 [not hang] posters in their room! 
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not do her hair / just wear long wigs  try to paint pictures / not be an artist 
get library books / read about art  not play soccer / not surf / not ski  

write & text on a tablet / sew & knit   not be interested in sailing or hiking 
not use a desktop / have a typewriter  learn about yoga / not do yoga 
order meals online / not bake or cook  watch educational TV / read about nature 

own old classical music records  not care about or play video games             

have their own interests / try new activities / not spend much money 
enjoy their time together / not argue about entertainment / not worry about the kids 

not drink tea / not grind coffee beans /  use single-serve pods / not have snacks 

                              not sweep / not vacuum / not clean the house / not wash their cars   The Parents 

*1-G  SIMPLE PRESENT AFFIRMATIVE & NEGATIVE STATEMENTS.                               
Look at the picture of the parents’ room. With the words below                    
and vocabulary of your own, make simple present affirmative                      
and negative statements about its owners.  

EXAMPLES: The mother doesn’t wear make-up. She doesn’t do her hair. She wears wigs.           
The parents don’t sweep or vacuum or clean the house.  They have their own 

The Father 

**1-G  In what ways is the family in the Scenario: The Generations                 
like or unlike your  family?  With your own vocabulary and ideas,                  
make affirmative and negative statements.                        EXAMPLES:  

My family seems similar to this one because it includes teenagers.          
But my parents don’t have intellectual interests. They don’t like educational TV, 

classical music, modern art, or yoga. However, we kids want to go to the mall.          
My sister gets dressed up. She dances at a club. My brother plays video games.  

The Mother 
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***1-G  Look at the photos of rooms. From the style of each place                 
and the things in it, what can you guess or say about the people? 
Make affirmative and negative simple present statements.                             
Tell reasons for your guesses.  

EXAMPLES: This is a woman’s home office, I think. She likes pretty things—         
like flowers and framed paintings. She loves her dog. She works hard . . . . 

5 

****1-G  Can you bring photos or drawings of spaces or rooms in     
your or other people’s homes? Show them to others. Look carefully              
at their pictures. Then answer these questions with statements in                
the simple present: What does each place indicate about the person or                    
people that live or work there? Why do you think so?  

The picture owners can tell if the guesses are correct or not.  

1 2 3 

4 5 
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 GRAMMAR NOTES: Present Continuous Statements—
Affirmative & Negative  

A present continuous verb phrase has [1] a form of BE—singular or plural, affirmative or negative,                
and [2] a main verb with an –ING ending. Objects follow some verbs.                                        

Then come adverbs and/or prepositional phrases.   

 SENTENCE 
SUBJECT 

BE 
(NOT) 

-ING  
VERB 

(OBJECT OF 
THE VERB)  

PREPOSITIONAL             
PHRASE OR ADVERB 

AFFIRMATIVE 
STATEMENTS 

A grandmother 
She 

Some children 
They 

is 
‘s 

are 
‘re 

sitting 
looking 
having 
lying 

 
 

an argument. 

on a bench. 
at something. 

 
about their accident.  

NEGATIVE 
STATEMENTS 

An old man 
He 

Other people 
They 

isn’t 
‘s not 
aren’t 
‘re not 

doing 
talking 
paying 

laughing. 

anything. 
 

any attention.  

 
with anyone. 

to him.    
  

SPELLING RULES: the –ing Ending 
Main verbs in present continuous sentences end in –ing.  Here are the spelling rules                           

for the –ing ending. To the right are some verb examples.   

 1. For a base verb with -e  after a consonant,           
drop the –e.  Add –ing.   

come + ing = coming / change + ing = changing 
argue + ing = arguing   /   have + ing = having 

*2. A few base verbs end in -ie.. Change the –ie                         
to –y. Add –ing. 

tie + ing = tying  /  lie + ing = lying 
BUT: buy + ing = buying  

3. For a one-syllable base verb with                                 
one consonant after one vowel at the end,        

double the last consonant. Add –ing.  

Don’t double the last consonant after two                       
or more vowels or other consonants.                           

Never double the consonant letter –x.  

rob + ing = robbing / tap = ing = tapping 
sit + ing = sitting / get + ing = getting 
beg + ing = begging / win + ing = winning 
BUT: turn + -ing = turning / yell + ing = yelling 
show + ing = showing / study + ing = studying 
agree + ing = agreeing / box + ing = boxing 

*4. Is the stress (accent) on the last syllable of                 
a multi-syllable word? Then follow Rule 3—

double the last consonant and add –ing. 

begin + ing = beginning 
occur + ing = occurring 
BUT: listen + ing = listening 

5. For other main verbs with action meanings,                       
just add –ing to the base form.   

spend + ing = spending / ask + ing = asking 
play + ing = playing / join + ing = joining 

1-H  PRESENT CONTINUOUS STATEMENTS. In the page 5 Scenario:              
The Generations, box the affirmative continuous verb 

phrases. Put two boxes around the negative continuous verb phrases.  
EXAMPLES: A family  is spending  an evening at home. / You  aren’t changing the channel.   
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With the given words, say or write present continuous affirmative or 
negative statements about the activities in the pictures. If there’s no 
main verb, make a simple present sentence with BE.  

NOTE: *A present continuous statement can begin with THERE’S or THERE ARE.  

1. *There / a grandmother / sit on a bench. She / not read a book. 
She / not watch her grandchildren. She / knit a sweater.                       
She / alone. There / any relatives / talk to her.  
There’s a grandmother sitting on a bench. She’s not reading a    . 
book. She isn’t watching her grandkids. She’s knitting a sweater. .   
She’s alone. There aren’t any relatives talking to her.      _______               

 

2. *There / two old men / sit at a table. They / play chess.                            
One man / not look at the board. He / move his chess piece,                
but he / not pay attention to strategy. He / lose the game.                       
The other guy / win.   

 

3.  *There / a retired couple / jog. They / get exercise.                                
They / move quickly. The man / listen to music on his radio.                  
He / enjoy it. The woman / sing along. They / not stand still. 
They / not bored. They / not tired. They / very active. 

 

4.  Twin boys / stand near some flowers. They / not buy them.                  
One boy / point. He / say something. He / not laugh.                               
The other / hold a bouquet. He / smell the flowers.  

 

5.  Two other boys / argue. They / not ride their bicycles anymore. 
They / have a fight about their accident. One of them / shake                
his fist. He / frown. The other / shout. He / not say nice things. 
He / angry.  

 

6. A guy / play the violin. *There / a young couple / listen to him. 
They / smile. They / not sing. The girl / watch the musician.          
She / not think about other things. The boy / have a good time 
too. But they / not give the violinist money.  
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 *GRAMMAR NOTES: Uses of Verb Tense Forms                
in the Present Time Frame  

Uses of                             
the simple present:  

Examples of 
typical time 
expressions: 

Uses of the present 
continuous:  

Examples of 
typical time 
expressions: 

 
 
 

Use the simple present for 
repeated present activities                    
or events and habits: 

The father watches TV almost 
every night. He turns on the set 
about 8:00 p.m. The kids never 

approve of his program choices.  

They complain all the time.                   
Three times an hour, they try to 

change the channel. Usually,                 
they play loud music.    

never, seldom, 
rarely, 

occasionally, 
sometimes, often, 

usually, always  
once in a while, 

now and then, from 
time to time, daily, 
weekly, all the time 
every time, every 
day, every week 
once an hour, 

twice a day, five 
times a month, 
several times a 

year    

 
 
 

Use the present continuous for 
the activity of action verbs  
right now or in the time period 
around the present (moment).   

The father isn’t watching TV                            
at  present. He’s complaining                            

at the moment. The kids are sitting      
in front of the set now.                       

They’re always trying to change the 
channel. They’re constantly  losing                     

their phones. They aren’t helping 
around the house these days.     

now, right now, 
at the moment, 

at this time 

today, this 
morning, tonight  

these days, 
nowadays,  

this week, this 
month, this term, 

this year 
For expressions of 
annoyance only: 

**always, 
***forever, 

***constantly  
 
 
 
Use the simple present form  
of non-action verbs with 
these meanings: conditions, 
states of mind, sense 
perceptions, possession.  

The mother knows her kids are 
typical teenagers. She doubts 

they’ll change. She doesn’t mind 
the video games, but she hates 

the loud music. These days they 
appear even less active than 

usual. They don’t seem 
interested in anything right now.        

Examples of 
Non-Action 

Verbs:   
know, recognize, 
notice, believe, 

doubt, understand,  
forget, want, care, 
need, like, hate, 

mind, mean, have, 
own, belong, taste, 

smell, hear, see, 
seem,  look, 

appear, cost, owe, 
contain, include, 

exist, be.  

 
 
 

Use the present continuous for 
activities (action verbs) planned 
for the near future:  

The family is throwing out their old 
TV sets tonight. Then they’re going 

to the mall together. They aren’t 
dancing at a club. They’re not 
playing video games. In a few 

hours, the family is going 
shopping for big screen LED TVs.  

This coming weekend the family 
members are spending time 

together. They’re not going out.           

right away, in                 
a minute or so, 
in two hours,                
in a while, in                  

a short time, as 
soon as possible 

a couple of days 
from now 

this afternoon, 
tonight, in the 

morning,  
tomorrow,                 

Friday night,   
this weekend, 
this coming 

Monday,                     
next week    

In present time-frame stories 
(narratives), use the simple 
present forms of action and 
non-action verbs for events.  

Suddenly, there’s a loud noise 
outside. Everyone runs out of 
their houses. They see a fire. 

Someone calls 9-1-1. Soon                       
a neighbor starts to shout. Then 

someone else asks a question. 
The neighbor answers. Before 

long, there’s a crowd.               

Examples of 
typical time 
expressions: 

Examples of 
typical time 
expressions: 

suddenly, all of                   
a sudden, all at 
once, just then 

then, next, after 
that, after a while, 
soon, before long, 

a little later 

now, right now, 
at the moment, 

today, this week, 
at present, 

momentarily 

as usual, at the 
same time   

In present time-frame stories, 
use present continuous forms 
of action verbs only to “set       
the scene” of the events.  

There’s a family spending an 
evening at home. As usual, the 

parents are watching TV right now.  
At the same time, the teenage kids 

are dancing to radio music.                       
They aren’t talking to one another. 

There’s nothing else happening. 
No one is working at present.       

 the past  the future  time line 

 = continuation of actions 

no
w
 



x =an activity or event  

no
w
 

the future   the past  time line 

x =an activity or event  

no
w
 
the future   the past  time line 

 = continuation of conditions 

no
w
 

 the past  the future  time line 
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1-I  THE PRESENT: SIMPLE VS. CONTINUOUS.  Look at the scene               
on the next page. On the lines below, put the best form               

of each verb after a number [in brackets] . Choose from the simple present or               
the present continuous form—affirmative or negative. More than                 
one choice may be correct.  

NOTES:             = a negative verb phrase. *In a compound continuous verb phrase,           
don’t repeat the verb BE. *Verbs in clauses follow the same verb form rules as verbs           
in simple sentences. *Present continuous statements may begin with the filler there. 

 It ’s    1 [be] a typical day in the city. There   are     many things   happening    .                            
2 [happen] at the same time. In the background of the picture, a police officer _________ 
____________ 3 [chase] a suspect. He_____________ 4 [shake] his stick, ____________ *5 [wave] 
his hand, and __________ *6 [shout] at the guy. The suspected robber                                  7 

[not wait] for the officer. He ___________ 8 [know] what usually _____________ *9 [happen] next, 
so he_______________ 10 [run] away.  

 At the same time, a middle-aged couple ___________________ 11 [leave] a store. 
They                 often                  12 [not buy] much, so as usual, they                           13 [not carry] 

many packages. They ___________ 14 [see] what__________________ *15 [go] on, but they             

16 [not participate] in the action. To their left, a younger couple ________________ 17 [hurry] to 
the theater. They always _________ 18 [forget] about the time, so they_______ 19 [be] usually 
late for events. The man _______________ 20 [hold] their tickets in his hand already.    

 Across the street there____ a blond lady _______ *21 [sit] on a bench ________ *22 

[take] notes right now. She ________ 23 [have] a pin on her dress. The pin _________ 24 [say], 
“I _________ 25 [love] L.A.”  She ________________ 26 [wait] for a bus. According to the bus 
schedule, there_____ a bus ____________ *27 [come] soon. She_________________ 28 [get] 

on the bus in a few minutes because she ____________ *29 [need] to get home right away. 
She__________________ 30 [have] company for dinner tonight.  

 At the moment, the woman                                  31 [not pay] attention to a small boy               
in front of her. The kid __________ 32 [kneel] on the ground _______ *33 [try] to tie his shoe. 
At the same time, a dog __________ 34 [pull] on his shoelace. The boy                                 .          
_________ 35 [not know] what to do. A man in a wheelchair ___________ 36 [want] to help him.            
He ______  _______ 37 [turn] his chair around, but he                             38 [not move] very fast. 
No one else _________ 39 [notice] the problem. They                                40 [not care], anyway.  
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Scenario: The Generations 

To describe the present-time activities in this scene, do EXERCISE 1-I 
on the previous page.  

**GRAMMAR NOTES: Verbs with                            
Both Action & Non-Action Meanings  

Some words, like know, believe, understand, hate, mean, own, belong, seem, owe, etc.,                         
are “non-action verbs.” As main verbs, they rarely appear in a continuous verb tense form.   

Other verbs have both action and non-action meanings. Are you describing the continuation                      
of present activity or future plans? Then use continuous forms of verbs in  their  action meanings.                  

Do the verbs express conditions, mental or emotional states, sense perceptions, or possession? 
Then use their simple present forms. EXAMPLES:  

Verb Non-Action 
Meaning 

Example Action                 
Meanings 

Example 

appear “seem” The child appears 
tired today.  

“making an 
appearance” 

The child is 
appearing in a play.  

be “feel; exist; 
equal” 

My kids are 
exhausted now.  

“acting; 
behaving” 

My kids are being   
silly right now.   

feel “produce a 
sensation” 

This fruit feels rough 
to the touch. 

“experiencing an 
emotion; touching” 

I’m feeling this fruit 
with my fingers.  

have “possess, 
own”  

(with to) “must” 

We have only three 
screens. We have to 
have more devices. 

“experiencing; 
eating; drinking” 

We’re having a good 
time streaming TV. 

guess “suppose” I guess all kids                  
act silly.  

“making an 
estimate” 

I‘m guessing at                    
the answers today.  
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I certainly am. 
It _____ great.  

You’re   ___ ..  
. _ tasting    . 
some too,  

O.K? Take a 
piece. 

1. have 2. weigh 3. taste 

We   have  .                
to go the 

supermarket 
again?!                     
But We 

_______  so 
much food 

already! 

Yes, but 
we’re    .                         
having     . 
guests                
for dinner 
tonight.   

You_____
_______ 

tomatoes 
on a 

scale? 

Sure.    
They  
________ 
three 
pounds.  

Yucch! 
Cheese 

_______ 
terrible.     
So now 
you___ 

_______ 
cheese? 

 

Verb Non-Action 
Meaning Example Action 

Meanings Example 

look “appear”  You look very nice 
today.  

“using the eyes 
to see” 

You’re looking at 
many products today.  

mind “object to; 
dislike” 

My folks don’t mind 
babysitting tonight.  

“paying attention 
to; obeying” 

The kids aren’t minding 
the babysitters tonight.  

see “view with the 
eyes” 

The baby sees some 
toys to play with.  

“visiting; 
consulting with” 

I’m seeing the dentist 
this morning.  

smell “have an odor or 
scent of” 

Those flowers smell 
great to insects.  

“using the sense 
of smell; sniffing” 

A boy is smelling 
some flowers.  

taste “have the flavor 
of” 

This cheese tastes 
salty to me. 

“using the sense of 
taste; sampling” 

You’re tasting every 
kind of cheese.  

think “believe; have an 
opinion” 

I think you’re right 
at the moment.  

“having ideas in 
the mind” 

I’m thinking about     
you at the moment.  

weigh “be of a certain 
weight” 

This fruit weighs 
five pounds.  

“putting on a 
scale” 

A shopper is 
weighing some fruit.  

*1-J  ACTION VS. NON-ACTION VERBS. What are the people                 
in these scenes saying?  With given verbs, complete 

the simple present or present continuous sentences. Read them aloud.  
NOTES: For all the pictures, assume the time is “right now” or in the near future.         

Use the simple form only for verbs with non-action meanings. Two lines indicate negative forms.  
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   4. feel 7. mind 

I____ ________ 
these pillows 

at the moment. 
They ________ 

nice and soft. 
I____________ 

good now.   

5. Now I_____  ________ 
some flowers. They  

________ nice and sweet. 
They          n’t                  .      

bad at all. 

5. smell 6. look 

 6. Hey, little 
boy! You             . 

[ not               , 
at the other 

flowers! They 
_________ 

beautiful too.  

7. Hey, Mom!                   
I want some candy! 
You         n’t             , 

right? 

8. But now 
I_________  
so hungry! 

8. be 

  9. think 10. have 

Oops!                            
I _________ 
you______ 
_________ 

about 
something. 
What is it?  

I           n’t 
’             .I 

want to 
tell you.   

You know, I think 
we _____ enough 

groceries now. 
You____ ________ 

fun, but I         not                                 
_______________                                                                 

a good time 
anymore.                          

We __________                  
to get out of here.                        

We _________                     
to go home!  

Hey, look, Ma! That lady 
already ________ four kids. 

And soon she___  
__________ another baby! 

 11. see 12. guess 

I           n’t                   . 
the point of this 
exercise at all. 
Anyway, my eyes hurt. 
I_____ __________ an 
optometrist tomorrow. 

I don’t really know 
these answers. 
Now I_______ just  
____________ at 
them. They’re all 
wrong, I ________.  

7. Wrong! I do 
__________! 
You            n’t 
_                me 
at all today! 

8. You_____ 
_____ totally 
ridiculous 

now! 
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1-K  PRESENT-TIME VERB FORMS. On the lines on the next page, 
put the best form of each verb after a number [in brackets] . Choose 

from the directive form, the simple present, or the present continuous. 
NOTES:  Two lines indicate a negative form. *More than one form may be correct.  *The continuous form is 

possible in a sentence with THERE. *Don’t repeat the helping verb in a compound verb phrase.   

**GRAMMAR NOTES: Summary                             
of Present-Time Frame Verb Tenses: Forms & Uses 

Verb Tense Forms: 
Affirmative & Negative 

When to Use                     
These Forms: Examples 

Directives 
(you) 
Don’t (you)  

To give instructions, directions, or 
orders; to make direct requests.   

Look at this. Don’t you 
touch it. Don’t yell at me! 

 

The  
Simple 
Present  

VERB 

VERB + (e)s 

 

don’t 

                 VERB 

doesn’t   

To express general facts or 
repeated or habitual activity                      

(with or without time expressions                   
like never, seldom, now and then, 
sometimes, often, twice an hour, 

every day, weekly, most of the time,  
(almost) always, all the time, etc.) 

The daughter is 16.                   
She often reads fashion 
magazines. She almost 
always wears make-up. 

Once a week she studies.  
Her friends come over. 

They laugh a lot.  
For verbs with non-action 

meanings, such as know, realize, 
doubt, understand, want, care, 

need, like, hate, mind, mean, have, 
own, belong, taste, smell, appear, 

cost, owe, etc.  

The mother realizes she 
doesn’t understand the 
daughter. Her interests 

appear strange. Her 
classmates seem similar. 
They don’t know much.   

For events and actions in narratives  
(with or without time expressions like 

suddenly, just then, next, soon,                                
after a while, before long, later, etc.) 

Suddenly the son comes 
into the room. He seems 

upset. He turns off the TV.  
His parents don’t notice.   

 

The 
Present 
Contin
-uous  

With action verbs, for activity in 
the present moment or temporary 
period around the present (with or 
without time expressions like right 
now, at the moment, at the present 

time, presently, currently, today, 
these days, nowadays, this year, etc.).  

To “set the scene” of a narrative. 

The father isn’t paying 
attention to the rest of the 

family at the moment. 
Right now he’s standing 

on his head in a yoga 
pose. He’s not doing it 

very well, however. 
Nobody is looking at him.  

**To show annoyance or to 
complain (with the time expressions 

always, forever, constantly.) 

You’re always talking. 
Your brother is constantly 

texting. I’m forever . . .   
To express plans for the near 

future (with or without time 
expressions like right away,                                      

in a minute or so, a few hours from 
now, tonight, tomorrow morning,                    
next week, in May of 2025, etc.) 

Tonight we’re going to a 
concert. Then tomorrow 
I’m getting together with 

some friends. We’re 
having dinner. Then we’re 

seeing a new movie.  

am  

is [‘s]       

are [‘re]                                                                             

isn’t 

aren’t  

VE
RB

in
g 
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It   seems   1 [seem]  like you ’re   always    combing    2 [comb] or 
_______ *3 [brush] or _______ *4 [do] something with your hair. 
You_____ constantly _______ 5 [look] at fashion magazines 
or _______ *6 [try] on clothes or ________ *7 [put] on make-up.  

You_____ almost always ______________ 8 [sit] in front of                        
a mirror or the TV. You never ______________ 9 [help] with 
housework.  There___ usually loud music _______ *10 [blare] 

out of the radio or stereo. You            .            .                  11 

[not do] homework. Maybe you          .              12 [not study] at all.   

I ________ 13 [need] to remind you of things every minute.                  
I always _________ 14 [have] to clean up after you. . . . 

I just _________ 15 [want] 
to look good. I usually  
__________ 16 [learn] from 
TV. Mostly, I _________ 
17 [do] my homework at 
school.  and I _______ 18 

[have] to write all the time! 
I’___ always __________ 

19 [text], 

Yeah, so I  ’m playing    20 [play] this great 
new disk right now. It _______ 21 [sound] 

fantastic! I really __________ 22 [mean] it. 
Just _____________ 23 [listen] to that beat!                     
You                                  24 [not hear] it now? 
At the moment I____________ 25 [move] to 
the rhythm. There ____  drums ________ 

*26 [beat] in the background, you ________ 
27 [know]. It ___________ 28 [feel] great!  

Anyway, so ______________ 29 [come] over 
in  a while, O.K.? I______________ 30 [go] 
to the mall tonight. I_____ _________ 31 

[get] more digital recordings by this 
group, and there_____ 32 [be] some other 
great stuff there too. There ______ sales 
__________ 33 [happen] at                    
a lot of the stores.                    
You ______ 34 [want] to 
come? Just _______ 35 

[call] or _________ 36 [send] 

a text message when-
ever you’re ready . . . .                    

     Let      37 [let] me think about it, O.K.?                
I _________ 38 [agree] with you about the 
rock band. I ___________ 39 [appreciate] their 
music too. But   don’t                   40 [not buy] 

or                                  *41 [copy] it anymore.  
________________ 42 [not spend] the money. 
There___ always good music _______   
*40 [play] on the radio. I _________ 43 [mean], 
my buddies and I _______ 44 [record] songs 
or ________ *45 [download]  them all the time. 
It            .                .46 [not cost] much today.   

Anyway, so now I______ ________ 47 [go]  
on with my story from yesterday. ______ 
48 [see], about 6:00 I_____ just ________49 

[stand] there __________ 50 [wait] for the bus.  
There _______ some guys ___________ 

51 [mess] around at the bus 
stop. Just then, a police 
guy ________ 52 [come] by, 
__________ 53 [see] them,  
and _________ 54 [say] in    
a loud voice . . . .  
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*1-K  For the line in each sentence, circle the letter of all  possible 
word parts, words, and phrases.  

NOTE: In the choices, X = no words in this sentence position.  

9. I______________ I _______________ people of other generations.  
a. ‘m not sure . . . like 
b. doubting . . . realizing  

c. believe . . . understand  
d. don’t think . . . know  

e. not forgetting . . getting 
f.  ‘m certain . . . appreciate 

2. Some people ____________________ right now.  
a. talking 
b. ask 

c. are studying 
d. need a break 

e. does homework 
f.  want some help 

g. are leaving 
h. ‘re 

1. At the present moment _______________ in our classroom. 
a. I’m  
b. sitting 

c. we’re waiting 
d. the teacher come 

e. many students 
f.  my classmate is 

g. there’s 
h. there are people 

4. I _________ two jobs this year. I _________ the hard work.   
a. have / don’t mind 
b. having / ‘m not like 

c. have to . . . ‘m hate 
d. need / don’t care about 

e. ‘m working at / want  
f. ‘m doing / ‘m enjoying 

5. About once a year we _____________ a short vacation.  
a. taking 
b. appreciate 

c. go away on 
d. ‘re doing 

g. not forgetting 
h. plan 

e. have 
f.  have to take 

6. Just a minute. There______ someone ____________________.  
a. ‘s . . . calling on the phone 
b. are . . . wants my attention 

c. ‘s . . . watching me 
d. X . . . hangs out 

e. ‘re . . . he needs me 
f. is . . . yelling for help 

7. I______________ at the bus stop. Suddenly, _________________.  
a. ‘m waiting . . . there’s a loud noise 
b. sit . . . an accident is happening 

c. going . . . the bus coming 
d. see a friend . . . he runs away 

8. I ______________ all week, so I ______________ on weekends.  
a. work hard . . . relax 
b. studying . . . playing 

e. don’t sleep . . . sleep 
f.  don’t exercise . . . ‘m active 

c. stay home . . . go out 
d. clean . . . don’t clean 

3. My husband ______ probably _____________ at this time.  
a. does . . . works 
b. is . . . sleeping 

c. ‘s . . . knits 
d. he’s . . .  

e. is . . . eating lunch 
f.  is . . . at a meeting 

g. X . . . wants dinner 
h. is . . . X 
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**1-K  Here are some groups of questions. Choose one or more.                   
Tell your answers in less than one minute or write them down in less 
than five. Make the best possible use of simple present and present 
continuous statements, affirmative and negative.  

1.  Where are you right now? What’s going on in that place at the present 
moment? EXAMPLES:                                                                                                                     
At this very moment I’m sitting at a table in my grammar classroom.  I’m writing the answer to this question, of course.                  
Other people are taking a break. They’re talking to one another,  looking out the window, looking up words on their phones, 
eating, drinking coffee, or thinking. I don’t have time to study after class, so I have to do my homework right away. . . . 

2.  Where are most of your friends and relatives at the present time?                    
What are they probably doing right now? EXAMPLES:                                                       
I’m from Ethiopia.  Most of my friends and relatives are still living there. The time there right now is 2:15 in the morning.                   
Not many people are still awake. Most are sleeping. There are a few people working—like bakers, truck drivers, police officers. 
They aren’t feeling sleepy because they always do their work at night. They’re on their regular schedule.  

3.  What’s going in your life this week, month, term, or year? What 
conditions are the same? What’s changing? Why? EXAMPLES:                                    
This semester I’m taking more courses than usual. That’s because I’m running out of time for education.                                            
I need to get my degree as soon as possible. But I’m out of money already.  I’m trying to earn some.                                                  
I work at a restaurant three nights a week, and I do some extra computer work for relatives.                                                                 
They don’t pay me much.  I guess my life is getting more hectic.  

4.  What do you usually do in your daily life? What happens weekly or 
monthly? EXAMPLES:                                                                                                                     
Monday through Thursday, I go to school in the morning. I work Monday and Wednesday afternoons and all day Friday.                      
I’m a teacher’s aide at my son’s elementary school. After that, I help my child with his homework. I catch up on housework.                  
My husband gets home around 7. We all make and eat dinner together. About once a week, . . . . 

5.  How are your activities and interests typical for people in your age 
group? How are they different?  EXAMPLES:                                                                                
I think my life is typical for people in their 40s these days. We’re always in a hurry. We’re constantly running around,                     
doing errands. We don’t take much time for fun. We aren’t concerned about our health, so we don’t always eat right or exercise. 
We’re “the sandwich generation” because we have obligations to both younger and older family members. . . .  

6.  In your opinion, what’s typical about the activities and interests of 
people in different age groups or generations? EXAMPLES:                                                 
In my opinion, the people in the youngest and oldest generations lead the most carefree lives. Small children go to school                     
for a short time. Then they play. I guess they’re getting ready for “real life.” That doesn’t come until years later.                          
Similarly, many older people are retired or semi-retired. They don’t put in many hours a day at one workplace. They . . .  
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GRAMMAR NOTES: Present-Time Questions                     
with Question-Word Subjects 

When the question word WHO or WHAT is the subject of a sentence, the verb is singular.                      
Phrases with WHICH or WHAT before nouns can also be sentence subjects.                                  

The word order of these questions is the same as the word order of statements.  
 
 

SENTENCE 
SUBJECT  

VERB 
PHRASE 

 [ SAMPLE 
RESPONSES ] 

THE  
SIMPLE 

PRESENT 

Who 
Who 
Who 

What 
What  

Which music 
What kind of food 

‘s 
wants 

doesn’t like 
‘s 

interests 
sound  
tastes  

the oldest in the class? 
to watch TV? 

classic rock music? 
going on with you? 
teenagers today? 

good to you? 
best to children?  

[I am.] [The teacher.] 
[I do.] [Me.] [Not me.]  
[Older generations?] 

[I’m very busy.] 
[Lots of things.] 

[All of them.]  
[Sweets & desserts?] 

THE  
PRESENT 
CONTINUOUS 

Who 
What 

Which generation 
What stereotypes 

‘s playing 
‘s happening? 

is giving 
annoy   

loud music? 
 

most to the economy? 
elderly people?  

[The kids next door.] 
[Not much.] [ A lot.] 

[It’s hard to say.] 
[Images of doddering fools.] 

*GRAMMAR NOTES: Present-Time Tag-Questions 
Tag-questions are sentences with the same word order as statements.                                      

They have short questions at the end.  Tag questions for affirmative statements are negative.                   
Tags at the end of negative statements are affirmative.  In sentences with BE, use the appropriate 
form of BE in the tag.  Simple present sentences with other verbs have a form of DO in the tag.  

 
 

SENTENCE 
SUBJECT  

VERB 
PHRASE 

 TAG 
QUESTION 

TAG-
QUESTIONS 
WITH BE 

I 
Your wife 

You 
Parents 

Your father 
You 
Kids 

‘m doing 
is 

‘re getting 
are 

is living  
‘re not quitting, 

aren’t 

the right thing,  
older than you,  

the point, 
responsible for their kids, 

with you temporarily,  
 

cooperative all the time, 

am I not? 
isn’t she? 

aren’t you? 
aren’t they? 

isn’t he?  
are you? 
are they? 

TAG-
QUESTIONS 

WITH 
OTHER 
VERBS 

I 
We 

Your sister 
Her husband 

You 
Older  people 

A father 

explain 
need 
does 
has 

don’t work 
don’t like 

doesn’t set     

things well, 
more time for questions,  

all the housework,  
a job too,  

outside the home, 
loud noise or music,  

a bad example for his son,  

don’t I? 
don’t we? 

doesn’t she? 
doesn’t he? 

do you? 
do they? 
does he?  
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GRAMMAR NOTES: Present-Time YES/NO Questions 
The voice goes up in pitch at the end of a YES/NO question. What does this rise in tone mean?                   

It indicates that the speaker expects an answer meaning either “yes” or “no.”                                  
With rising intonation, a statement can sound like a YES/NO question. Usually, however,                        

the word order of a YES/NO question is different from the word order of corresponding statements.              
A form of BE or DO comes before the subject.   NOTE: **A negative form might indicate surprise.  

 
 BE or 

DO 
SENTENCE 
SUBJECT 

MAIN 
VERB 

[ SAMPLE 
RESPONSES ] 

YES/NO 
QUESTIONS 

WITH BE 

Am 
Is 

**Isn’t 
Are 

**Aren’t 

I 
that child 

your husband 
you 

your parents  

 
 

working 
spending 

living   

[I don’t think so.] 
[He sure is.] 

[I’m afraid not.] 
[Not much.] 

[Not anymore.] 

YES/NO 
QUESTIONS 

WITH BE 

Do 
**Don’t 

Does 
Doesn’t  

I 
you 

your brother 
your family 

understand 
know 

do 
have  

[Probably.] 
[Not really.] 

[Most of the time.] 
[I’m not sure.] 

 

late? 
your son? 
at present? 

time at home? 
with you now? 

you correctly? 
the answer? 
 housework? 

a generation gap? 

*GRAMMAR NOTES: Answers to YES/NO  & Tag-Questions 
Formal short answers to YES/NO  and tag-questions contain forms of BE or DO. The correct form 
depends on the verb of the question. In speaking, there are less formal, more common responses.  

 
 

 SENTENCE 
SUBJECT 

BE OR DO 
(NOT) 

 EXAMPLES OF OTHER 
COMMON ANSWERS  

ANSWERS TO 
YES/NO 
QUESTIONS 

WITH BE 

Yes, 
Yes, 
Yes, 
No, 
No, 
No, 

I 
we / you / they 

he / she / it  
I 

we / you / they 
he / she / it 

am. 
are. 
is. 

‘m not. 
‘re not. / aren’t. 
‘s not. / isn’t.    

ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 
WITH OTHER 

VERBS 

Yes, 
Yes, 
No, 
No, 

I / we / you / they 
he / she / it  

I / we / you / they 
he / she / it 

do. 
does. 
don’t. 

doesn’t. 

Yes. = Sure. Of course. 
Probably. Possibly. 
Sometimes.  Rarely.                    

Now and then. I think so.   
No. =  Nope. No way. Wrong. 

Probably not. It’s unlikely.              
I don’t think so. Not very often. 

Never. Not in my lifetime.  
I don’t know. I have no idea. 

*1-L  Present-Time Questions with Question-Word Subjects 
& Yes/No & Tag-Questions. After each statement, tell 

or write a logical question. Use the words [ in brackets] and words 
from the statement. If there’s no question-word subject, make                      
a yes/no or a tag-question. [You can suggest possible answers, too.] 
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**1-L PRESENT-TIME QUESTIONS WITH QUESTION-WORD SUBJECTS & YES/NO    
& TAG-QUESTIONS. For each question on the next page, put the words 
under the line in the correct order. Then ask someone the questions. 
*You can take notes on your partner’s answers. Tell the class and/or 
write about them.  

1. My teenagers aren’t usually ambitious. [ Your teenagers? ]   
       Are your teens ambitious?          [Not very. And not very often.]     .  

2. They sit around all day. Or they sleep. [ Your kids? ].   
     Your kids don’t sit around all day, do they?        [Sometimes they do.] .  

3. My daughter makes a mess in her room. [ Your daughter? ]   
    ______________________________________________________ 

4. She doesn’t do much housework. [ Who / in your house? ]  
     Who does housework in your house?         [Mostly I do. Also my son.] 

5. She doesn’t go grocery shopping, cook, do dishes, or clean.                 
[ Your daughter? ].  _____________________________________ 

6. She talks and texts on her cell phone for hours. [ Who / in your 
family? ]. ______________________________________________ 

7. Public television TV doesn’t attract her attention. [ What video 
screens / in your home? ] ________________________________ 

8. Nothing interests my children. [ What devices / your kids? ].   
    ______________________________________________________ 

9. I think my son is bored. [ Your son? ].  _____________________ 

10. We sometimes get impatient with our kids. [ You / your kids? ]   
    ______________________________________________________ 

11. My husband watches an old TV all evening long. [ Your husband? ].   
      _________________________________________________________ 

12. He doesn’t spend much time with the family. [ Your spouse? ].   
      __________________________________________________________ 

13. I’m really angry at him today. [ You / your husband? ].   
      __________________________________________________________ 

14. The members of my family aren’t very close. [ Your family? ].   
      __________________________________________________________ 

15. Nobody makes an effort. [ Which members of your family? ].   
      _______________________________________________________ 
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NOTES: *In statements, frequency words like never, sometimes, usually, always            
often come after contractions with BE, between the sentence subject and verb, or between          

DON’T / DOESN’T and the main verb.  EXAMPLES: We’re (not) usually at home.             
You’re constantly complaining.  I (don’t) often spend the evening with family. My father doesn’t always goes 

out with us.  There’s sometimes a misunderstanding between members of different generations.   

*In questions, frequency words appear after the sentence subject or the filler THERE.            
EXAMPLES: Who always does the housework in your home? What usually happens after dinner?             

Which kinds of videos generally interest you? Is there frequently a generation gap in family discussions?             
Are you seldom happy? Do you occasionally go to movies with relatives? Don’t you ever miss your family?   

*In short formal answers to yes/no or tag-questions, frequency words appear after the subject. 
EXAMPLES: Yes, I often am. No, we rarely are.  No, it never is.             

Yes, we always do. Yes, he sometimes does.  No, she never does.  

1.       Do you often spend time with your family at home?   [Yes, I do.] [No, I don’t.] _  . 
     time / with your family / often spend / Do / you / at home?   

2.      The members of your family usually get along well, don’t they?   [Sure they do.]  ___ . 
  get along well / The members of your family / don’t they? / usually 

3.      Who’s generally the peacemaker in your home?    [Usually me, but . . .]    _____   . 
         the peacemaker / ‘s / generally / Who / in your home?  

4. ______________________________________________________________________. 
  You / like rock music / at a high volume, / do you? / don’t / (ever) 

5. _______________________________________________________________________. 
  usually / your family / watch TV / together / in the evening / Does? 

6. _______________________________________________________________________ 
 is / on? / Which channel / usually        agrees / Who / on programs? 

7. _______________________________________________________________________. 
 isn’t / in your home, / is there? / There / a lot of noisy commotion 

8. _______________________________________________________________________ 
       bring / the family together? / occasionally / Which activities  

9. _______________________________________________________________________. 
    don’t / do you? / all have the same or compatible interests / You 

10. ______________________________________________________________________ 
   the best taste in entertainment? / have / Which family members 

11. ______________________________________________________________________ 
    you / Do / think / good programs / are / there / on streaming channels? 

12. ______________________________________________________________________ 
  video games? / likes / Who      their favorites? are / Which distractions  
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NOTES: The answers to questions with WHO or WHOM (a formal object pronoun) are usually 
people. EXAMPLES: my mother, me, you, a friend, children, teenagers, adults, elderly people, etc. 

The answers to WHAT-questions are usually things, activities, definitions, etc.             
EXAMPLES: sports, cooking, music, parties, the differences in attitudes between one generation and the next.   

To answer the question “WHAT do(es) . . . do?” use a simple present verb phrase.             
EXAMPLES: go to school, attend church, do housework, talk on the phone, participate in sports, study, etc.  

GRAMMAR NOTES: Present-Time Information                
( WH- ) Questions & Answers 

The purpose of information questions  is to get information—not YES or NO answers.                           
They have the same sentence word order as YES/NO questions—                                           

with a question word or phrase before BE or DO.  Most question words begin with –wh:                         
WHO, WHAT, WHICH, WHERE, WHEN, WHY.   Another question word is HOW.                                

WHAT and WHICH often appear in noun phrases.  HOW is common before adjectives or adverbs.    

QUESTION 
WORD or 
PHRASE  

BE                
or DO 

SENTENCE 
SUBJECT 

MAIN 
VERB 

[SAMPLE 
RESPONSES] 

Who 
Who 
What 
What 

What ages 
Where 
Where 
When 
When 

Why 
How 

How old  

is 
are 
‘s 

are 
are 
‘s 

are 
‘s 

are 
aren’t 

is  
are 

your oldest relative 
your peers? 

“the generation gap?” 
stereotypes? 

your best friends? 
your wife 

your children 
your next vacation? 

you 
you and your family 
your grandmother 

you? 

 
 
 
 
 

working 
attending 

 
going 

staying 
doing?  

 

[My grandfather.] 
[People my age] 
[Differences in values.] 
[Oversimplified ideas.] 

[Over 18.] 
[In a restaurant.] 
[In various places.] 

[In March.] 
[A week from now.] 
[Because we . . . ] 
[Much better.] 

[Over 21.] 
Who(m) 
Who(m)  

What 
What 

What attitudes 
Which generation 

Where 
Where 
When 
When 

Why 
Why 
How 

How often 

do 
does 

do 
does 

do 
does 

do 
does 

do 
does 

doesn’t 
do  
do 
do 

you and your child 
your son 

retired people 
a typical couple 

various generations 
a typical youngster 
you and your wife 

a young kid 
you all  

your family 
a typical teenager 

you 
people 

you and your spouse 

live 
hang 

do  
exchange 

have? 
listen 
get 
play 
get 
eat 
like  
care 
learn 
play 

[My grandparents.] 
[His buddies.] 

[Whatever they want.]  
[ Presents. ]  

[Different ones.] 
[His or her own.] 

[From our parents.] 
[On the playground.] 
[On weekends.] 
[In the evening.] 
[Who knows?] 

[It’s a traditional value.] 
[From experience.] 

[Once a day.] 

 

now? 
 
 
 
 

at present? 
school? 

 
home? 
here? 

 
 

with? 
out with? 
all day? 

on holidays? 
 

to the most? 
advice? 

nowadays? 
together? 
dinner? 
to talk? 

about family? 
about safety? 
with the kids? 
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NOTES:  To answer the question “WHAT is (am / are) . . . doing?” use a present continuous            
verb phrase. EXAMPLES: eating lunch, preparing dinner, thinking, worrying, having a good time, etc.  

WHERE—questions require places in the answers.  EXAMPLES: at home, on campus, at church,             
in the hospital, on the beach, in a park, downtown, a few miles away, here, over there, etc. 

 WHEN—questions require times in the answers. EXAMPLES: right now, in a few minutes, soon, etc. 

 WHY—questions require reasons or purposes for answers. These can be sentences, clauses, or phrases. 
EXAMPLES: It’s a custom. Because I have to, because of the weather, for fun, to make money, etc.  

 WHY—questions are often negative.  EXAMPLES: Why don’t you stay here? Why doesn’t he want to work? 

 The answers to HOW—questions, like How are you? or How’s it going?  may be adjectives.               
EXAMPLES: excellent. just fine, very well, pretty good, O.K., so-so, not so well, badly, terrible, etc.  

 The answers to HOW MANY—questions are numbers.  EXAMPLES: Just one, four, a hundred, etc. 

The answers to HOW MUCH—questions are amounts. EXAMPLES: ten pounds, a kilo, a lot, etc.  

1-M  PRESENT-TIME INFORMATION QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.                       
For the scene on the next page, ask questions with 

these words in the correct form. The question numbers correspond        
to parts of the scene. Add necessary words and word parts.                          
More than one question form may be correct.  

2. Who / the police officer / chase? Why?        Who’s the police officer chasing? Why?       . 

3. What / these people / carry?    How often / they / go shopping?    Where / they go? 
4. Where / this couple / go?    Why / they / in a hurry?    What / they see?    When?  
5. What / this woman / wait for?    How long / she / usually sit here?    How often? 
6. What / this boy’s problem?   How / he / try to solve it?    Why / not anyone / help? 
7. What / the musician / play?    Who / listen to him?   What / they think of him?  
8. Why / this man in a wheelchair?    How / he usually get around?    Why / he here? 
9. What game / these elderly men / play?   Who / beat / who(m)?    How well / they / play? 
10. Why / the old couple / run?   How fast / they / move?    When / they / usually jog? 
11. What sport / these players / compete in?  Who / usually / lose? Who / win / today?  
12. What kind of clothes / this couple / wear? Where / they probably / go today? 
13. What / the boys / argue about? Who / right? Who / wrong? How / you / know? 
14. What / these kids / look at? What / they / want? How much / the things / cost? 
15. What / these teenagers / talk about? How interesting / their conversation? 
16. How many children / this woman / have? Why / she / frown? 

1. Who / in the crowd?     Who / the onlookers / cheer for?     What / they / watch?                        
Who’s in the crowd? _Who are the onlookers cheering for?     What are they watching?_  
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*Answer the questions from the previous page with your own ideas in 
your own words. Create more questions and answers.             EXAMPLES: 
1. Who’s a police officer chasing? A robber. Why is he chasing him? Because he wants to catch him. 

2. What are some people carrying? Packages.  How often do they go shopping?         
About once a week.  Where do they usually go?  To department stores and supermarkets.  

 
2 3 

4 

7 

9 
10 

6 

5 

7 

1 

8 

11 

9 

15 

16 

12 
13 

14 
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1-N  SUMMARY OF THE Scenario: The Generations. Look at these 
photos of people of different generations. Choose one of 

them, but don’t tell the person’s or the people’s age(s). For up to five 
minutes, write your ideas about the picture—and/or tell your thoughts  
about the people for one or two minutes. From your comments, can your 
readers or listeners identify the photo by number?                      EXAMPLE:   

This person is very, very young. There’s not a lot to say about newborns. (That’s why I chose 

this photo.) A few colicky babies scream and fuss all the time. In my view, they’re the only 

ones with distinct personalities. Other infants are pretty much the same. They sleep a lot. 

They cry very loudly. they get nourishment from their mothers or bottles—and then they 

need diaper changes. They don’t even smile or giggle yet. And that’s about it.          

3. Siblings: Ages 7, 3, 5 

1. Newborn: Age 10 Days 2. Toddler: 
Age 2 Years 

 

3. Siblings & Friends: Ages 6, 4, 4, 9, 8 

4. Pre-teen: 
    age 11 

5. 13-Year-Old Girl                   

6. High School Athletes: Ages 17 & 18  
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*What did you find out in this activity? Tell the class.             EXAMPLES: You 
can’t really tell a person’s age from their looks, can you? People age so differently. But 

7. College Student: Age 20 

8. 25-Year-Old 
Teaching Assistant 

9. Warehouse Workers: Mid 20’s 

10. Multi-Generational Workforce : 20’s T0 60’s 

11. Son & Mother: 
Ages 1 & 31 

14. 105-Year-Old 
Navajo Woman  

12. 50-Year- 
Old People  

13. Retired Couple: Both Age 86 
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*1-N  What do people know or feel about age groups and aging? To find out, 
fill out this chart. To get positive answers, ask yes/no and tag-questions.               
In each box, write the name of the first person to answer in the affirmative.          

EXAMPLES: You’re under 16 years of age, aren’t you? Do you think you act like a typical 
teenager? Are you in your 20s or 30s? Do you see yourself as a “young senior citizen?” 
Are you thinking about retirement yet? You feel happy about aging, don’t you? Do you 
worry about getting older—or old? People of all age groups are basically the same, aren’t 
they? Or are certain ages better than others . . . ? 

*What did you find out in this activity? Tell the class.                   EXAMPLES: 
There’s no one under 16 years of age in this class. Jose Luis says he feels and acts 

about that age, however. He’s really 19 but doesn’t want to grow up. . . . 

Find someone who:  Name of one person that 
answers “yes” 

1. is under 16 years of age  
2. acts like a typical teenager  

3. is a young 20 or 30-something adult  
4. is between the ages of 40 and 55   

5. says he or she is a “young senior citizen”  
6. is getting near or considering retirement  
7. feels unconcerned or happy about aging  

8. worries about growing old  
9. thinks people of all age groups are basically the same  

10. feels certain ages are better than others  
11. has friends or close relatives of various generations  

12. believes there’s a “generation gap” between age groups  

**1-N  Pick one name from your List 1-12 above. What do you know about 
that person—that he/she acts like a typical teenager, is 20-something, is 
considering retirement, worries about growing old, has old friends, or what?          
On the next page are possible patterns for present-time questions.                      
Choose the best question(s) for that person and topic. Make choices of                  
the items between the brackets and/or add your own vocabulary or ideas. 
(You may want to write your questions down.) Ask your partner your 
questions. Some responses may suggest additional questions or comments. 
You can take notes on the main points of your conversation.                            
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You think you’re a typical teenager, don’t you?                          

What can you tell me about people your age? 
Oh, I don’t know. We all like the same 

stuff, I guess—and the same music.  

***1-L  With your conversation partner, join another pair of participants.              
Tell your partner’s views on your generational topic. Listen to others’  
summaries of their conversations. Make comments. Tell your opinions.                
Ask questions. Listen well to the responses. Learn as much as you can.  

****Finally, summarize the best points of your discussion for the class.                  
Can you write them in organized paragraph form? Your title might be 
“Attitudes About Aging,” or “The Generation Gap,” or . . . ? 

1. You’re . . .  [ still a teenager / over 21 / a millennial / a young adult / in your 40s / 
under 60 / in the “sandwich generation” / a senior citizen / ageless / . . . ], aren’t you?           
Which . . . [ generation / age or peer group / . . . ] do you feel you belong to? Why? 

2. When (At what ages) does a person pass from one age grouping to another? 
(EXAMPLES: from an infant to a baby, from childhood to adolescence to young adulthood, from a boy 
to a man, into the next generation, from middle-aged to elderly, etc.)  Why do you think so? 

3. In which ways are you . . . [ typical of / atypical of / the same as / similar to / different 
from / unique among / . . . ] people in your age or peer group? Why do you think so? 

4. How old is . . . [ your most important role model / someone you admire / your best 
buddy / the oldest person you know / your youngest friend / . . . ]? What’s that 
person like?  What does his or her personality have to do with his or her age?  

5. How do you feel about most [ newborns / babies / children / teenagers / youngsters / 
people your age / disabled people / active seniors / sick or frail oldsters / . . ]? 

6. Do you think that most people in [ younger / your own / older / . . . ] generation(s)                  
are [ wiser / less knowledgeable / nicer / more successful / luckier / more selfish / 
less self-centered / . . . ] than you? Why or why not? 

7. In your opinion, do people [ much younger than you / much older than you / in your 
age group / . . . ] have an [ easier / harder / . . . ] life than you?  Why?  

8. In general, which age group is the most [ fortunate / trustworthy / capable / 
attractive / positive / negative / changeable / . . . ] of all? In which ways? 

9. Why do you believe [ age doesn’t matter / the “generation gap” is inevitable / certain 
ages are better than others / aging is inevitable / . . . ]? 

10. Which stereotypes of [ kids / teenagers / young adults / middle-aged people / older 
people / the elderly / . . . ] are you aware of? Are they generally true? 

Oh, you know. . . cell phones, tablets, apps, Video 

Games, earphones, Multi-Screen computers, YouTube. 

And Music—like hip-hop & rap & rock & pop—at dance 

clubs & raves & streaming on the Internet, yeah . . . . 
  So at my age I can assume that 

everyone your age is the same?   

  Stuff? Like what? And which music? 


