
THE FILLER /T 

1. SCENARIO: The World 

Why is it always smoggy in Los Angeles? 
There was smog yesterday, and there will 
be smog tomorrow. Let's go to Europe. 

It rains and snows there. 

But it's a long way 

from L.A. to Europe. 

time is it, anyway? Doesn't it ever get 

cool in Hawaii? Is there ever any fog? 

There's no variety in the weather here. 

Let's go to California. J ~--
How many hours is it by plane to Los 

Angeles? 

Rain, rain, rain! It rained yesterday. It's raining now. And 

it's going to rain tomorrow. I can't stand the weather in 

London. Let's go to Sweden. Isn't it snowing there? 

Yes, it is, but it takes hours from here to 
Stockholm. 

Snow, snow, snow! There's snow 
everywhere. It's 10:00 in the morning, and 

it's still dark. When does it get light here? 
I hate winter in Scandinavia. Let's go to 

Africa. It's warm there. 

How many miles is it from here to 

Algeria? 

It's always hot and dry in North Africa. 
Aren't there ever any storms here? Let's 

go to Southeast Asia. They have rain 

there. 

But won't it take weeks by boat? 

I don't like tropical weather. Why is it 
always humid in Singapore? And there 

are typhoons here. Let's go to Hawaii. 
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It will take a long time from here to 

there. 



UNIT 13. THE FILLER IT 

la. Write the missing words from (1) in the blanks. 

Why is ~ always smoggy in 

Los Angeles? ___ was smog 

yesterday and ___ will be smog 

tomorrow. Let's go to Europe. 
,--------~--, 

But ___ 's a 

long way from L.A. 

to Europe. 

lb. Arran e the words into sentences from (1) . 

a:6 71,<.. . . 

LATE AT NIGHT/IT'S /. 

STILL / 75° /IT'S/ . 

IT / WHAT TIME/ IS /? 

COOL / EVER / IT/ DOESN'T/ GET / ? 

ANY FOG / IS / THERE / ? 

THERE 'S/ IN THE WEATHER/ NO VARIETY / HERE/. 

___ rained yesterday. ___ 's raining 

now. And ___ 's going to rain tomorrow. 

Let's go to Sweden. Isn't ___ snowing 

there? 

I I I I I 
I I I 

I I 
I 
I 

I I 

I 
I 

I 

Oo o . 0 
0 

0 

BY PLANE/ HOW MANY HOURS/ IT/ TO LOS ANGELES / IS / ? 

le. Match the places with the sentences. Write the letters on the lines . 

Why is it always humid? 

It's late at night, but it 's still 75 °. 

It's always hot and dry. 

There was smog yesterday, and there 
will be smog tomorrow. 

It rained yesterday, it 's raining now, and 
it's going to rain tomorrow. 

It 's 10:00 in the morning, and it 's still 
dark. 

a. Hawaii 
b. Scandinavia 
c. Southeast Asia 
d. California 
e . England 
f . North Africa 
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ld. Write TRUE or FALSE, according to (1). 

~ It rains a lot in England. 

There's a lot of smos in L"~ Anbalccr, CaIKornia. 

It gets cold and snows in Hawaii at night. 

It's cool and dry in the tropics of Southeast Asia. 

There's a desert in North Africa. 

It's always light in winter in Sweden. 

People everywhere complain about the weather. 

2. THE "FILLER" IT 

SCENARIO: VOLUME TWO 

It in the subject position of a sentence may be a filler word. It doesn't have a particular 
meaning. The verb is singular. 

THE FILLER IT: Statements and Questions 

be 
QUESTION do {not/ it VERB (not) 
WORD/PHRASE 

will 

It 's 10:00 at night. 
It 's raining now in London. 
It won't snow tomorrow. 

Isn't it going to get cool in a few days? 
Will it take six hours from here to N. Y? 

When is it going to rain? 
What time is it now? 
How long does it take by boat to Africa? 

THE FILLER IT: Short Answers (for Yes-No Questions) 

Yes, it is (was, does, did, will) . 
No, it isn 't (wasn't, doesn't, didn't, won't) . 
No, it's not. 

2a. Turn back to ( 1}. Circle the filler it. 

@rained yesterday.@s raining now. And@), going to rain tomorrow. 

3 . THE FILLER IT': Weather 

The filler it often appears in sentences about the weather, with be and other verbs. 

Examples: It's hot and smoggy today. It isn't raining. 
It gets dark early in winter. It snowed last night. 
Is it going to rain tomorrow? When is it cold in Germany? 
How long did it drizzle last night? 



UNIT 13. THE FILLER IT 

3a. Write a question about weather with the cue words in parentheses. Make necessary additions and 
changes. Write the answers in full sentences, according to the information in this map. 

• 

TEMPERATURES 

High/Low 

Acapulco 93/73 

Anchorage 30/20 

Bogota 64/48 

Buenos Aires 73/53 

Caracas 82/66 

Chicago 60/23 

Dallas 65/32 

Denver 44/22 

Edmonton 24/06 

Havana 84/70 

Los Angeles 75/60 

Mexico City 70/37 

Miami 79/73 

Montreal 60/45 

New York 68/47 

Panama City 90/80 

Rio de Janeiro 97/70 

Tierra del Fuego 35/10 

Toronto 27/16 

oo 
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April: How's the weather around the world today, June? 

(raining, Edmonton ?) ______________________ _ 

June: 

April: (snowing, Chicago, now?), _____________________ _ 

June: 

April: (Where, snowing, in the United States?), ______________ _ 

June: 

April: (cold, in Caracas; now?), _____________________ _ 

June: 

April: (Where, not cold, in Canada ?), __________________ _ 

June: 

April: (Where, very hot?) ______________________ _ 

June: 

April: (cool or warm, in Los Angeles ?) __________________ _ 

June: 

April: (in the 70s, in Denver?), ______________________ _ 

June: 

April: (about 55°F or C, in Bogota?) _______ _ 

June: 

April: (Where,under 32°F ?), _________ _ 

June: 

3b. THE FILLER IT VS. THERE: Weather 

The filler it appears with adjectives and verbs. The filler there appears with the verb be and 
a non-specific noun. 

Examples: It's foggy today. = There's a lot of fog today. 
It rained in New York. = There was rain in New York. 

3c. Write the missing words in each sentence. Use the underlined information from the 
previous sentence. Choose from these vocabulary items. 

NOUNS 
clouds fog 
sunshine 

VERBS 
rain 
snow 

ADJECTIVES 
warm windy 
humid smoggy 



UNIT 13. THE -FILLER IT 

(June and April are imagining possible vacations.) 

June: How about the Phillipines? It's usually sunny there. 

April: Right,~ usually a lot o~ but the humidity is high. 

June: Yeah, i.,ij,., always~llfA'tf_ . I'd prefer England. 

April: No, there's too much rain in England. 

June: But _____ n't always _____ . Of course, it's often overcast or cloudy. 

April: Yes, you're right. ____ usually _____ in the sky. How about 

Hawaii? The temperature is always mild there. 

June: True-____ always ____ . But there are high winds. 

April: Yeah, often . Let's go to Alaska. I love snow. 

June: Well, _____ a lot in Alaska. There are blizzards! Why don't we stay in 

this country? like California. 

April: No, there' s too much smog there. 

June: San Francisco ____ n't very _____ . It's foggy. 

April: Right. ____ usually _____ over the bay. 

Choose from these vo~abulary items. 

NOUNS VERBS 
snow drizzle 
hail 

June: Let' s go for a walk . 

thunder 
lighten 

get cool 
clear up 

April: But it's clouding up; the sun is going in . 

June: So what? _____ ,n' t ____ _, but it' s still nice. 

April: It's drizzling at the moment. 

ADJECTIVES 
dark sunny 
dry 

June: _____ only a light _____ . Maybe there will be a rainbow. 

April: And maybe there will be thunder and lightning. 

June: But _____ ,n ' t ____ and _____ now. 

April: And the temperature is going down. 

June: Yes, _____ . It's pleasant. 

April: Maybe it will ~ or hail. 

June: But _____ never any ____ or ____ here. There was a 

drought last year. 

April: True-_____ usually _____ here. But I' m afraid of darkness. 

June: _____ n' t ____ yet. Look! The clouds are going away! 

April: You' re right-____ . O.K. Let's go for a walk . 
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SCENARIO: VOLUME TWO 

TALKING IT OVER 

3d. Talk about the weather. Use the fillers it and there, when appropriate. 

LEVEL A: Work in pairs. Read aloud the dialogs in (3a) and (3c). At the end of each dialog, 
continue it. 

LEVEL B: Work in groups. Each student tells about the weather in his (her) native country or 
city. The group asks questions. 

Examples: 
A: In Los Angeles it's warm all year, and it gets hot in summer. It's often windy in 

the fall and then the smog clears up. 
B: Is there ever any snow? 
A: It snows in the mountains around the city, but there's no snow in L.A. 

The group decides on the place with the best weather. They tell the class their choice 
and the reasons for it. 

WRITING IT DOWN 

3e. Write about the weather. Use the fillers it and there, when appropriate. 

LEVEL A: Listen to the weather reports on the radio and/or on TV for several days. Read the 
weather reports in the newspaper. Then .summarize them. 

~ tu-U.-L ~~a~.~ 
~ ~ k~ ~ ~ ~ 

LEVEL B: Work in groups. Design the "perfect" weather for a future city. Consider these facts : 

1. Some people have diseases: asthma, heart disease, etc. 
2. The community has an international population: different people prefer different kinds 

of weather. 
3. People have different recreational interests: baseball, football, skiing, ice skating, 

swimming, sunbathing, sailing, etc. 
4. Clothing stores depend on weather changes for new business. 

Each group reads its description to the class. The class makes corrections and suggestions 
and discusses the ideas. 



UNIT 13. THE FILLER IT 

4. THE FILLER IT: Time and Distance 

The filler it often appears in sentences with be about time (the hour, day of the week, month, 
date, year, etc.). 

Examples: It's late. It isn't Tuesday. Isn't it October 31? 
Wasn't it lunchtime an hour ago? What date was it last Monday? 
It will be 10:00 in ten minutes. What month is it going to be next Tuesday? 

The filler it often appears in sentences about distance. A sentence about linear distance has 
the verb be; a sentence about time-distance has the verb take. 

Examples: It's 10,000 miles from here to Europe. Isn't it far from France to Italy? 
How far is it from New York to Rome? It tak~ three days by boat to Hawaii. 
How long did it take by plane? 

4a. Complete the questions about time. Write the answers in full sentences, according to the 
information in this map. 

April: 

June: 

April: 

'- ,. , \ j 
o ,eoo 1.000 JfOO 4tOto 

(I TIM.<:Zoo.lt'~ 1000M•I.ZS) 

Look at this map, June. It shows the time now all over the world. 

Is j/;:, 10:00 in the mornil)ly,JOW in California? 

llo~ /4,lC µ,Jc, ~ /o:oo a:t:_ ?tfJU 
June: Is ____ 1 :00 A.M. or 1 :00 P.M. in New York now? 

April: 

June: And what time is ____ in Spain? 

April: 
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SCENARIO: VOLUME TWO 

June: What time was----- in Tokyo an hour ago? 

April: 

June: Where will ___ _ be midnight in two hours? 

April: 

June: 

April: 

_____ Saturday or Sunday in India now? 

0 \000 2.0ff ''°° -,o.o 
( I TIM.E zo,Jl'• 1000 M 11.65) 

one hour by plane = about 500 miles 

one h9ur by train .= about 50 miles 

one day by boat = about 750 miles 

June: What day of the week _____ now in China? 

April: 

June: January 2 in Africa now? 

April: 

June: What day _____ now in Korea? 

April: 

June: 1983 or 1984 in Saudi Arabia? 

April: 

June: Where ____ still 1983? 

April: 



UNIT 13. THE FILLER IT 

4b. Complete_ the questions about distance. Use the scale of miles for the map in (3a) and write the 
answers m full sentences. 

June: I'd love to travel around the world.~ dabout 3000 miles from New York 

to San Francisco? 

1/4, ,iL £4r' April: 

June: ____ 1500 or 15,000 miles from L.A. to Mexico City? 

April: 

June: About how far ____ from Tokyo to Peking? 

April: 

June: ____ about five hours by plane from California to Hawaii? 

April: 

June: ____ eight hours by train or by plane from Paris to London? 

April: 

June: How many hours ____ by ,plane from New York to London? 

April: 

June: .,~~=~ take about ten hours by plane from Tokyo to San. Francisco? 

April: 

June: How long does ____ by train from Berlin, Germany, to Moscow? 

April: Will ____ days by plane or by boat from Barcelona, Spain, to Cairo, Egypt? 

June: 

TALKING IT OVER 

4c. Talk about places and times. Use the filler it, when appropriate. 

LEVEL A: Work in pairs. Read aloud the conversations in (4a) and (4b) . At the end of each 
conversation, continue it. Ask and answer more questions about time and distance on the map. 

LEVEL B: Work in groups. Each student tells about his (her) native country and city. How far away 
is it? What time, day of the week, date, and season is it there now? How do you get there? 
How long does it take? 

· Example: The Mexican border is about 500 miles from here. It's about nine hours from here 
by car. Mexico City is five hours away by plane. It's 6:30. in the evening on Wednesday, 
November 1, now. It's autumn. 
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SCENARIO: VOLUME TWO 

Show maps of different places. Talk about the distance between places on the maps and the 
time in each place. Ask and answer questions. 

Examples: 
A: It's about 200 miles from Paris to London. 
B: How many hours does it take by train? 
A: It's about 5 hours by train. And it takes one hour by bo~t from France to England. 

What did you learn about distances and time in other places? Tell the class. 

PUTTING IT TOGETHER 

5. Pretend the class is going to take a trip together. Divide the class into four groups. Each group 
chooses a different one of these places. 

the mountains a tropical island the seashore a desert resort area 

Each group wants the whole class to go to their place. Each group discusses its ideas 
separately and writes them down. 

:..:I.Ju_ 11,i~ - ~ ~-

~ ,@-0 ~ 4 ~ 
Then the class has a discussion about the places (distance, time of year, dates of best travel, 
weather, activities, etc.) . 

Examples: 
A: Let's go to the Alps Mountains in December. There will be snow there and fresh, 

clean air. There's skiing, skating, and hiking, It's good for the lungs ... 
B: But it's too cold there. We like warm weather. It's only a few hundred miles from 

here to the desert .. . 
C: Let's go to a tropical island in the Pacific Ocean. There will be bananas and coconuts 

on the trees ... 

The teacher (or a student) is the "travel agent." (S)he helps the class agree and plan a 
trip. (S)he writes the travel plans on the board. 

Each student writes a detailed description of the planned trip. (S)he includes his (her) opinion 
of the plan and the reasons for that opinion. 

-YUu-~~ /4 ~ A ~ ~ Afl~A,,, ~ . 

Work in pairs. Exchange papers. Make corrections and suggestions . 


