
SUMMARY AND REVIEW OF VERB TENSES 

1. VERB TENSES: Statements 

PAST SUBJECT VERB (past form.J 

affirmative A speaker introduced a magician. 
The people listened to him. 
They got bored. 

SUBJECT was/werj not VERB (base form) 
did 

negative His speech wasn't interesting. 
The people weren't interested in it. 
They didn't enjoy it. 

PRESENT SUBJECT VERB(-s) 
SIMPLE 
affirmative The magician gives shows. 

The people come to a show. 
The shows are very good. 

SUBJECT am/is/arj not VERB (base form) 
does/do 

negative The people aren't quiet. 
The magician doesn't pull a rabbit from the hat. 
The people don't get angry. 

CONTINUOUS SUBJECT am/is/are {not) VERB-ing 

affirmative/ The magician is putting his hands in the hat. 
negative The people aren't expecting a rabbit. 

The magician is performing a lot. 

FUTURE SUBJECT MODAL {not} VERB (base form) 

affirmative/ He can get many things from that 
hat. 

The birds might fly around the room. 
The speech may not be short. 
It won't end soon. 

SUBJECT am/is/are {not/ going to VERB 

negative The show is going to ibe good. 
The people are going to >enjoy it. 
They aren't going to ~eave early. 
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SCENARIO: Scenes 

PUTTING IT TOGETHER 

SCENARIO: VOLUME ONE 

la. Work in groups of three. One student asks the following questions about each of the following 
pictures. Each of the other students gives a different answer to the same question. 

What is there in the picture? What is this person's job (these people's jobs)? What does (s)he 
usually do aUday? What are his (herl habits and abilities? What doesn't (s)he do? What can't 
(sjhe do? 

What happened before this scene? What didn't happen? 

What is happening at this moment in the scene? What isn't happening? 

What might (may, could, will) happen after this scene? What might (may, could, will) not 
happen? 

What is this person's problem? What advice could you give him (her)? 

Examples: 
A: There's a magician in this picture. He does magic tricks. He doesn't sing or 

dance, but he can entertain people well.. 
B: Before this scene, a speaker introduced the magician. The audience clapped. 

They didn't expect an unusual show. 
C: At this moment the magician is putting his hands into his hat. He isn't talking. 
D: He might pull out a rabbit. But he may make.a mistake. In that case, he'll 

apologize. 
£: He doesn't usually pull out a rabbit. He shouldn't tell the audience about 

rabbits. 



UNIT 20. SUMMARY AND REVIEW: VERB TENSES 

. 2. VERB TENSES: Time Expressions 

Here are examples of time expressions for the different tenses: 

PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

Simple Continuous 

yesterday every day right now tomorrow 
last night once a week at this moment next week 
two years ago sometimes at present in a few days 

a month from. now 

-
2a. Write these time expressions on the appropriate lines. Add other time expressions. 

the day before yesterday 
a week from tomorrow 
from time to time 
four times a day 
right now 

at present 
last month 
next year 
usually 
always 

Mr. Strong isn't doing healthy things 

Ann, Phil, and Rita gossip over their back yard fences 

They talk about soap operas. 

David arrived in Los Angeles from New York 

Mrs. Kaufman is going to go shopping with her kids again 

at the moment 
weekly 
a while ago 
in a while 
often 
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212 SCENARIO: VOLUME ONE 

3. VERB TENSES: Questions 

PAST QUESTION WORD was/were} SUBJECT VERB 
did {not} (base form) 

Wasn't the show good? 
Did a singer perform? 

What did he sing? 

PRESENT QUESTION WORD am/is/are} SUBJECT VERB 
does/do I not} (base form) 

Is your wife with you? 
Doesn't she work? 

How often do you come here? 

FUTURE QUESTION WORD MODAL (not} SUBJECT VERB-ing 

Can't they dance? 
Where will he perform? 
What might happen next? 

QUESTION WORD am/is/are {not} SUBJECT going to VERB 

Aren't they going to come back? 
When is the show going to end? 
Who is going to appear next? 

3a. Work in pairs. Each student asks questions in the past, present (simple and continuous), and 
future, and with modals, about each picture in (la). The other student answers. 

Examples: 
A: When did this man sit down? 

8: A few minutes ago. 

C: Is he preparing a lesson? 

D: Yes, he is. 
E: Why are his kids bothering him? 

Each student summarizes the information for each picture for the class. · 

PUTTING IT TOGETHER 

4. Choose some of these topics and subtopics. Add topics of your own. Write a list of yes-no and 
wh-questions (with different question words) in the appropriate tenses. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
name (first, middle, last) 
origin/meaning of name . 
country of origin 
height/weight/age 

HOUSING 
type (house, apartment, etc.) 
location 
description 
directions to place 
neighborhood 
satisfaction (why?) 
former housing 
future housing 
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FAMILY 
marital status . 
children {boys, girls, ages) 
location of family 
work of family members 

WORK 
job/career 
kind of work/duties 
location of work 
boss/ colleagues 
satisfaction (why?) 
problems 
previous work 
future plans/goals 

YOUR COUNTRY 
location/how to get there 
famous places/tourist attractions 
kinds of people/sports/food/music/ 

holidays/etc. 
preference: your country/USA (why?) 

PAST 
childhood/life with family/school/etc. 
former friends/customs/habits/etc. 

STUDY 
kinds of courses/major 
school 
teachers/classmates 
satisfaction (why?) 
problems 
past study 
future plans/goals 

INTERESTS/SKILLS/HABITS 
daily activities 
abilities/skills/languages 
recreation 
kinds of sports/music/movies/etc. 
favorites 
companions 

PROBLEMS 
language/communication 
family/friends 
work/school/housing/money/etc. 

THE FUTURE 
this summer/next fall/etc. 
five years from now 
marriage/children 
work/career/money/fame/ 

retirement/etc. 
travel 

Work in Bairs. Each student asks the questions and makes notes on his (her) partner's 
· answers. Then each student writes a composition about his {her) partner. 
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Each pair joins another 'pair. Each ~tudent tells the group about his (her) partner. The group 
asks questions and the partner answers. 

Each group of four joins another group. Each student tells about another person in the group 
(not his [herJ partner). The group asks each person questions. Continue the activity as long as 
practical. Try to learn about everyone in the class. 
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