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PART 9: Word 
Parts—Endings 
and Beginnings 

Word Parts--Endings 
All words have roots or stems—the main part of each 
lexical item that carries the meaning. However, many 
can have added syllables at the end, called suffixes. 
These endings carry general senses that add to or 
change the meaning of the base.  Here are some 
examples of grammatical suffixes: 
 The plural -s or -es ending is typical for nouns, as      

in the plurals roots, stems, prefixes, endings, etc.  
 On present tense verbs, the -s or -es ending 

indicates the “singular third person” form,                            
as in [it] shows, indicates, means, follows, etc.  

 The ending -ing is common in verb phrases.                           
The -ing suffix can indicate a “continuous verb 
tense,” as in am learning, are thinking, was reading, 
etc.  (We can also make nouns from verbs with the           
-ing ending.)  

 The -ed suffix is the regular ending for past tense 
verbs and past participles, as in carried, indicated, 
learned, called, and many other words.  

 The ending -er indicates the comparative form of     
an adjective or adverb, as in easier, bigger, or lower 
[than].  

 The  -est suffixes is for the superlative form, such as 
[the] easiest, biggest, smallest, or funniest.  

In addition, other word endings are typical for nouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. Like grammatical 
suffixes, these endings also have general meanings, as 
the chart in the next exercise shows.  

What spelling rules apply to 
adding word endings?  

 Here and on the next page are the 
three basic spelling rules for 

endings that begin with vowels, such 
as -ed, -er, -ist, -est, -ing, -able, 

and others. 

1. The Doubling Rule: If a base word 
ends in one consonant letter after 
one vowel letter, double the final 
consonant before adding a suffix 

starting with a vowel:   
plan + -ed = planned; permit + -ing 

= permitting; swim + -er = 
swimmer; hot + -est = hottest;   

occur +-ence = occurrence. 

However, don’t follow                      
the doubling rule  

 before the -(e)s ending, as in 
ship + s = ships; put + s = puts. 

 for unaccented (unstressed) 
syllables in multi-syllable 

words, as in ‘hap·pen + ing = 
happening; ‘com·ic + al = 
comical; ‘coun·sel + or = 

counselor.) 

 for words ending in more than 
one consonant letter or one 

consonant after more than one 
vowel letter: laugh + ing = 

laughing; correct + ion = 
correction; read + er = reader; 

sweet + en = sweeten.) 
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VOCABULARY CHART: WORD ENDINGS 
(SUFFIXES)  

NOUNS  
Word 

Ending 
(Suffix) 

General 
Meaning of 
the Ending 

-(e)r 

-or 

-ist 

 
 
 
 
 

“a person 

who...” 

 teacher 
writer 
 robber  
 sailor  
 therapyist 
 office___ 
 drive____ 
 visit____ 
 psychiatry___ 
 survive____ 
 prison____ 

 own____ 
 kill____ 
 column____ 
 humor____ 
 tour____ 
 counsel____ 
 tell____ 
 custom____ 
 begin____ 
 adventure__ 
 perfection____ 

-(e)r 

-or 
“a thing 

that...” 

 freeze____ 
 change____ 
 contain____ 
 elevate___ 
 dry____ 

 refrigerate____ 
 tranquilize____ 
 print____ 
 copy____ 
 compute____ 

-ship “the 
condition 

of 
being...” 

 friendship 
member____ 
 scholar____  
 relation____ 

 companion____ 
 partner____ 
workman____ 
 hard____ 

-ment “the act 

or result 

of” 

measurement  
 agree____ 
 argue____ 
move____ 
 develop____ 
 treat____ 

 enjoy____ 
 entertain____ 
 punish____ 
 judge____ 
 embarrass____ 
 retire____ 

Example of Words with                   
This Ending   

. . . Continued from previous 
page 

2. Dropping the Final -e: 
If a base word ends in 
final silent -e after a 
consonant, drop the               
-e before adding a 
suffix that begins with 
a vowel: smoke + er = 
smoker; write + ing = 
writing; ease + y = 
easy; value + able = 
valuable.  

However, don’t follow 
the “drop the final -e” 
rule before suffixes 
that begin with a 
consonant: move + 
ment = movement); 
lone + ly = lonely; 
alone + ness = 
aloneness).  

3. Changing the Final -y: 
If a base word ends in 
-y after a consonant,  
change the -y  to -i 
before adding any 
suffix (except -ing): 
reply + ed = replied; 
copy + er = copier 
angry + ly = angrily 
beauty + fy = beautify 
busy + ness = 
business.  
However, don’t  
change the final -y  to 
-i if the -y follows 
another vowel: buy +   
-ing = buying; pay + s 
= pays.  
Here are a few 
exceptions to the final 
-y  rule: say + d = 
said; day + ly = daily; 
shy + ness = shyness.   
                 

 I nstructions: To create words by adding endings to 
word roots or stems, fill in this chart.  Add the suffixes 

from the first column to the words in the last column.                    
(To make necessary spelling changes, drop or change 
the letters that are double underlined—like this. Don’t  
forget to double the final consonant when necessary.) 
Check your word creations in a dictionary.  
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What about other 
spelling changes when 

we add suffixes? 

The three basic rules for 
adding suffixes are [1] 
the “doubling rule,” [2] 

“dropping final silent -e,” 
and [3] “changing the 

final -y.” There are also 
other spelling changes 

that occur in some 
words. Some examples 

are: attend + tion = 
attention; decide + sion = 
decision; explain + tion = 

explanation.  
The best way to be sure 

of the correct spelling of 
words with added 

suffixes is to look them 
up in a print or online 

dictionary—or to use a 
spell-checker.  

How does it help to 
know what a suffix 

means?  
Knowing the approximate  
meaning of a suffix helps 
us figure out the general 

meaning of new words 
with that ending. For 

example, the suffix -or 
tells us that a sailor is 
“a person who sails. ” 
An elevator is “a thing 

that elevates.” 
Companionship is “the 

condition of being 
companions.” An 

agreement is “the result 
of agreeing,” and so on.  

Knowing word endings 
may also help us predict 
what other words exist.   

Movement  is “the act of moving.”  

C
lu

m
si

ne
ss

 is
 

“t
he

 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

tic
 

of
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ei
ng

 
cl
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sy
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Fr
ien

ds
hi

p 
 is

 
“th

e c
on

di
tio

n 
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be

in
g 

fri
en

ds
.” 

 

Can you tell the 
meanings of the 

words you created 
in the Suffix 

Vocabulary Chart?  

VOCABULARY CHART: WORD ENDINGS 
(SUFFIXES)  

NOUNS (Continued)  
Word 

Ending 
(Suffix) 

General 
Meaning of 
the Ending 

-ness “state or 

quality 

of” 

 effectiveness 
 lonelyiness 
 happy____ 
 direct____ 
 sick____ 

mad____ 
well___ 
 foolish____ 
 good____ 
 fit____ 

-ion 

-(i)tion 

-(a)tion 

-sion 

 
 
 

“state or 

quality 

of...” 

 converseation 
 attendtion 
 discussion  
 pose___ 
 explain____ 
 introduce___ 
 suggest___ 
 confuse____ 
 decide____ 
 expand____ 
 addi____ 

 realize____ 
 relax____ 
 interrupt____ 
 prescribe____ 
 communicate___ 
 suspend____ 
 correct____ 
 except____ 
 inform____        
 react__ 
 vary____ 

-ing “the act, 
activity, 
or result 

of” 

meaning 
 feel____ 
 greet____ 
 bless___ 

 begin____ 
 end____ 
meet____ 
 open____ 

Example of Words with This 
Ending   

A reader is 
“someone                   

who reads.”  

A reader is also “something that people read.”  

A direction Is      
“the result of 

directing.”    
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VERBS  
Word 

Ending 
(Suffix) 

General 
Meaning of 
the Ending 

-ize “to make 
(like)”  

 visualize    . 
 real____ 
memory____ 
 category____ 

 familiar____ 
 social____ 
 critic____ 
 emphasis____ 

-(i)fy 
-en 

“to make 
(like)” 

 pureify___ 
 clear____ 
 simple____ 
 short____ 

 length____ 
 sweet____ 
 beauty____ 
 fright____ 

Example of Words with 
This Ending   

Are these the only 
suffixes with general 
meanings? 

No—there are many word 
endings with approximate 
meanings. They are added 
to word roots or other 
words to create nouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs—sometimes with 
spelling changes.  

However, the suffixes in 
this chart are the most 
common ones. Most of 
the word examples, by 
the way, are from this 
What’s the Word? 
vocabulary text and the 
accompanying What’s the 
Point? reader.  

Dangerous  means “full  
of danger.” Powerless 

means “without power.” 

Pleasant  means “having 
the tendency to please.” 

Enjoyable means “capable 
of being enjoyed.” 

ADJECTIVES  
Word 

Ending 
(Suffix) 

General 
Meaning of  
the Ending 

-ful 
-ous 

 

“full of”  
 successful 
mysteryious .  
 poison____ 
 beauty____ 
 play____ 
 continue___ 

 use____ 
 forget____ 
 harm____ 
 danger____ 
 thought____ 
 power____ 

-less 
 

“without” 
 homeless 
 fear____ 
 voice____ 
meaning____ 

 use____ 
 harm____ 
 power____ 
 thought____ 

-ant 
-(i)
ent 

“inclined 
to,” 

“having the 
tendency 

to” 

 dependent  .  
 important  .  
 differ____ 
 excel____ 

 please____ 
 compete____ 
 suffice____ 
 persist____ 

-able 
-ible 

“able to”    
or “capable 
of being” 

 terrorible   . 
 respect____ 
 enjoy____ 
 value____ 
 control____ 
 fashion____ 
 count____ 

 comfort____ 
misery____ 
 change____ 
 reason____ 
 horror____ 
wash____ 
manage ____ 

Example of Words with 
This Ending   
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ADJECTIVES (Continued)   
Word 

Ending 
(Suffix) 

General 
Meaning of 
the Ending 

Example of Words with                  
This Ending   

-(i)al 
-(at)ic 

 

“related 
to”  

 

 conversational  . 
 nature____ 
 type____ 
 tradition____ 
 form____ 
 spirit___ 
 person____ 
 origin____ 
 economy____ 

 romance____ 
 class____ 
 base____ 
 emotion____ 
 education___ 
 logic____ 
 specify____ 
 electron___ 
 problem____ 

-(i)an 
-ish 
-ese 

“related 
to”  

Often: 
“nation-
ality or  

language” 

Alaskan       . 
America____ 
Mexico___ 
 India____ 
Russia____ 
 fool____ 
 child____ 
 Pole____ 

Vietnam___ 
Japan___ 
  China____ 
 Iran____ 
Hawaii____ 
 Korea____ 
Swede____ 
Jew____ 

-y 
“having 

the 
quality of” 

 sunny___ 
 fun____ 
 noise____ 
wealth____ 

 fog____ 
 ease____ 
 health____ 
 choose____ 

-ing 
“produc-
ing the 

feeling of” 

 interesting 
 bore____ 
 amuse____ 
 excite___ 

 embarrass___ 
 amaze____ 
 flatter____ 
 confuse____ 

-(e)d 
“having 

the 
feeling 

of” 

 interested 
 bore____ 
 amuse____ 
 excite____ 

 embarrass____ 
 amaze____ 
 flatter____ 
 confuse____ 

-ly 
“in the 
manner 

of” 

 suddenly 
 probable____ 
 exact____ 
 correct____ 

 complete____ 
 immediate____ 
 frequent____ 
 simple____ 

ADVERBS  

Can a word have 
more than one 

suffix? 

Yes, especially if one of 
the suffixes is a 

grammatical ending.                          
Here are some 

examples: counsel + -or 
+ -s = counselors. 

develop + -ment + -s = 
developments. real +                  
-ize + -d = realized.  

There are also a few 
other suffixes that can 
be combined, such as  -

ic + -al.  For example, 
economy + ic + al =  

economical.  

Cloudy  means “having 
the characteristic of 

clouds.” 

Can you tell the 
meanings of the 

words you created in 
the Suffix Chart?  

Italian  means “of or from 
the country of Italy.” 
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W ord Parts--Beginnings 
Most words have roots or stems—the main parts of words 
that carry the meaning—and many words have added 
endings, called suffixes. In addition, some words have added 

syllables at the beginning, called prefixes. These word beginnings carry 
general meanings that add to or change the basic meaning of the base 
word. Knowing the meanings of prefixes helps us to figure out, learn, and 
remember new vocabulary more easily and quickly. The most common 
prefixes are in the Vocabulary Chart of the following exercise.  

VOCABULARY CHART: WORD BEGINNINGS 
(PREFIXES)  

NOUNS, VERBS, AND ADJECTIVES  
Word 

Beginning 
(Prefix) 

General Meaning 
of the Ending 

dis- 

il- 

im- 

in- 

ir- 

non- 

un- 

NEGATIVE 
PREFIXES:  

not” or “the 
opposite 

of”  

 

 

 

 

 unhappy 
 disease 
 ___successful 
 ___pleasant 
 ___comfortable 
 ___well 
 ___regard 
 ___turb 
 ___legal 
 ___logical 
 ___mature 
 ___possible 
 ___usual 
 ___rational 
 ___credible 
 ___fair 
 ___wavering 
 ___steady 

 ___order 
 ___easy 
 ___appear 
 ___natural 
 ___use 
 ___simplified 
 ___important 
 ___-essential 
 ___continue 
 ___known 
 ___action 
 ___agree 
 ___literate 
 ___sure 
 ___secure 
 ___justice 
 ___popular 
 ___attentive 

Example of Words with                   
This Beginning   

How can we know 
which prefix goes 
with which 
words? 

One way is to learn 
words with prefixes 
one by one. Another 
is to check guesses 
about prefixes in a  
reference work.  

Some prefixes follow 
pronunciation rules—
like these with 
negative meanings: 

 The negative prefix 
im- precedes roots 
that begin with b, p, 
m (all sounds made 
with two lips)—as 
in imbalance, 
imperfect, and 
immobile. 

 The syllable il- 
goes before words 
starting with l. It’s 
spelled ir– before  
words that begin 
with r—like illogical 
and irregular. 

 The prefix dis- 
seems to be most 
common on nouns 
and verbs (such  
as discomfort             
and disorder). 

  The negative 
syllable un- is for 
adjectives and 
adverbs.  

 The least common 
negative prefix is 
non-. It may include 
a hyphen (-).             

 I nstructions: To create words by adding syllables to the 
beginnings of word roots or stems, fill in this chart.  Add the 

prefixes from the first column to the words in the last column.                        
Make necessary spelling changes. Check your word creations in                    
a dictionary.  
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VOCABULARY CHART: WORD BEGINNINGS 
(PREFIXES)  

NOUNS, VERBS, &ADJECTIVES  
Word 

Beginning 
(Prefix) 

General Meaning                   
of the Ending 

ant(i)- 

mal- 

mis- 

NEGATIVE 
PREFIXES:  

anti = 
“against; the 

opposite” 
mal-, mis- = 

“wrong, bad, 
poor,” or 

“evil”  

 antiseptic 
malice 
misguided 
 ____social 
 ____onym 
 ____adjusted 
 ____content 
 ____erable 
 ____take 
 ____deed 

 ____dote 
 ____pronounce 
 ____understand 
 ____pathy 
 ____ignant 
 ____practice 
 ____ady 
 ____interpret 
 ____lead 
 ____hap 

pre- 

re- 

 

TIME 
PREFIXES: 

pre- = before 
in time 

re- = again 

 

 precaution 
 preview 
 review 
 ___act 
 ___occupied 
 ___appear 
 ___arrange 
 ___arrange 
 ___fix 
 ___assure 
 ___pair 
 ___pare 

 ___serve 
 ___serve 
 ___call 
 ___cover 
 ___creation 
 ___fill 
 ___form 
 ___vent 
 ___member 
 ___solve 
 ___dict 
 ___duce 

sub- 

sup- 

under- 

POSITION 
PREFIXES: 

“down,  

under,  

lower.” 

 submarine 
 suppose 
 undergo 
 ____title 
 ____due 
 ____way 
 ____lined 
 ____stand 
 ____ject 
 ____mit 

 ____press 
 ____port 
 ____conscious 
 ____tract 
 ____mine 
 ____water 
 ____take 
 ____merge 
 ____ground 
 ____stantial 

Example of Words with 
This Beginning   

Can we add more 
than one prefix to 

the same root? 

Some words can  
have more than one 
prefix at the same 

time. Also, different 
prefixes can        

be added to the 
same word stem 

with differences in 
meaning. Here are  

examples: 

 The word root -
view- (verb) 

means “to look 
at.” With the 

prefix pre-, the 
verb preview 

means “to look at 
before.” Review 

means “to look at 
again.” 

 The word root                   
-fort- means 

“strength.”       
With the prefix 

com- (“totally”), 
the noun comfort 
means “a feeling 

of satisfaction  
totally free from 

pain.” With the 
negative dis-, the 
word discomfort 

means the 
opposite—”lack of 
comfort.” But with 

the adjective 
suffix -able, the 

word takes a 
different negative 
prefix—un-, as in 

the word 
uncomfortable.                                       
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Are there other 
pronuncation or 
spelling rules to 
help us choose 
appropriate 
prefixes? 

The pronunciation 
and spelling rules 
for “relational 
prefixes” parallel 
the principles for 
negative syllables 
that precede word 
roots or stems:  

  The relational 
prefix com- 
precedes word 
roots that begin 
with b, p, m (all 
sounds made with 
two lips)—as in 
combat, combine, 
or common. 

 The prefixcol- 
goes before 
words starting 
with l, and the 
prefix cor- 
precedes words 
that begin with r—
as in collection 
and correction. 

Other roots take 
the prefixes co- 
or con-.  

 

 I nstructions: On the following pages is more of the 
simplified version of the story “Moby Dick” in PART 9 of 

What’s the Point? Can you figure out the appropriate 
meanings of the  words from the Prefix Vocabulary Chart on 
pages 131-133? Can you use such words in context?  
Above each underlined word or phrase in the continuation                 
of the story, write its synonym from the box to the side. If 
necessary, check your guesses about meaning in a dictionary.   

VOCABULARY CHART: WORD BEGINNINGS 
(PREFIXES)  

NOUNS, VERBS, AND ADJECTIVES  
Word 

Beginning 
(Prefix) 

General Meaning 
of the Ending 

super- 

over- 

out- 

POSITION 
PREFIXES: 

“higher,  

greater,  

larger,  

better.”  

 overwhelm 
 supernatural 
 outdo 
 overdo 
 ____vise 
 ____hear 
 ____look 
 ____see 
 ____break 
 ____rage 
 ____cast 

 ____come 
 ____cry 
 ____turn 
 ____look 
 ____burst 
 ____power 
 ____spoken 
 ____stition 
 ____number 
 ____load 
 ____weight 

co- 

col- 

com- 

con- 

cor- 

RELATIONAL 
PREFIXES:  

together; 
joint; with  

totally; 
completely  

 cooperate 
 collect 
 commit 
 contrast 
 corrupt 
 ____pose 
 ____parison 
 ____pete 
 ____press 
 ____tract 
 ____front 
 ____flict 

 ____serve 
 ____cerned 
 ____lapse 
 ____rect 
 ____league 
 ____lege 
 ____vict 
 ____poration 
 ____trol 
 ____respond 
 ____tribute 
 ____versation 

Example of Words with This 
Beginning   

The “Great White 
Whale,” Moby Dick 
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 I nstructions: Many words with prefixes are of a “higher level” than basic, 
everyday vocabulary items. Can you use them correctly and appropriately in 

your own speaking and writing? To find out, follow these steps:   
1. Orally or in writing, make sentences with some or all of the words from the Prefix 

Vocabulary Chart on pages 131-133. Begin with the items that you know well and 
continue with items that are more difficult for you. Be sure to create sentences that 
clearly illustrate the meaning of each word. (Try to choose examples that you have 
used or might use in your own daily life.) 

2. In addition to or instead of Step 1, retell the beginning of the simplified story Moby 
Dick in your own words. Include as many of the words from prefixes from the 
Vocabulary Chart as you can—and add your own words. What else do you think 
happens in the story? (You can read the rest in What’s the Point 2?—the reading 
skills text that corresponds to this vocabulary book—or in many other places. You 
can even see the movie!.  

3. To complete the Vocabulary Charts that follow, write at least three examples of 
words that begin with each of the listed prefixes and three examples of words that 
end with each of the listed suffixes. Before looking back at the words in this part or 
looking up words in the dictionary, write the first words that come into your mind.  

4. Orally or in writing, tell the meaning of some or all of the words that you wrote into 
your Prefix and Suffix Vocabulary Charts. Do your definitions corespond to what 
you know about the meanings of the prefixes or suffixes? 

These instructions continue on page 140 . . . .   

VOCABULARY CHART: WORD 
BEGINNINGS (PREFIXES)  

NOUNS, VERBS, AND ADJECTIVES  
Word 

Beginning 
(Prefix) 

dis- 
 disgust 
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

il- 
 illegal 
   
  

   
   
  

im- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

Example of Words with 
This Beginning   

VOCABULARY CHART: WORD 
ENDINGS (SUFFIXES)  

NOUNS  
Word 

Ending 
(Suffix) 

-(e)r 
 reader 
   
   
   
  

   
   
   
   
  

-or 
 professor 
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

-ist 
   
   
  

   
   
  

Example of Words with 
This Ending   
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VOCABULARY CHART:                      
WORD BEGINNINGS 

(PREFIXES)  

NOUNS, VERBS, & ADJECTIVES  

Word 
Beginning 
(Negative Prefix) 

in- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

ir- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

non-    
  

   
  

un- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

anti-    
  

   
  

mal- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

mis- 
   
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

ob- 

op- 

   
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

Example of Words with 
This Beginning   

VOCABULARY CHART:                   
WORD ENDINGS                     

(SUFFIXES)  

NOUNS  

Word 
Ending 

Example of Words                 
with This Ending   

-ship 
   
  

   
  

-ment 
   
   
  

   
   

-ness 
   
   
  

   
   
  

-ion 
-(i)tion 
-(a)tion 
-sion 

   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   

-ing 
   
   
  

   
   
  

-ate 
   
   
  

   
   
  

-ize 
   
   
  

   
   
  

(i)fy 
   
   
  

   
   
  

-en 
   
   
  

   
   
  

VERBS  

Are there other basic prefixes                   
and suffixes? 

Yes, there are—many of them. A few                    
of the more common word parts—like ob-,         

op-, -ate, and others—are included                      
in this Vocabulary Chart.  
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VOCABULARY CHART: WORD 
BEGINNINGS (PREFIXES)  

NOUNS, VERBS, & ADJECTIVES  
Word 

Beginning 
(Time or 
Position 
Prefix) 

pre- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

re- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

sub- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

sup-    
   

   
  

under- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

super-    
  

   
  

over- 
   
   
  

   
   
  

out-    
  

   
  

co- 
col- 

com- 
con- 
cor- 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  

Example of                    
Words with This 

Beginning   

VOCABULARY CHART: WORD 
ENDINGS 

 (SUFFIXES)  
ADJECTIVES & ADVERBS  

Word Ending 
(Suffix) 

-ful 
-ous 

   
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

-less    
  

   
  

-ant 
-(i)ent 

   
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

-able 
-ible 

   
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

-(i)al    
  

   
  

-(at)ic    
  

   
  

-(i)an 
-ish 
-ese 

   
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

-y    
  

   
  

-ing 
-(e)d 

   
   
   
  

   
   
   
  

-ly    
   
  

   
   
  

Example of Words                  
with This Ending   
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 I nstructions: (Continued from page 137.) Not many words have more than 
one prefix or more than one suffix. On the other hand, there are many words 

with both a prefix and a suffix. Here are some examples from PART 9 of this 
Vocabulary Worktext: 

ungrammatical        disagreement        miserable        preoccupied     

5. From the Prefix Charts you filled out on pages 137-139, choose at least 10 Word 
Boxes. Then work for at least 5 minutes with the words in each box. Add as many 
suffixes as you can to the words you wrote and list them on a piece of paper.                        
(If you can’t think of at least 50 new words, try some other words with those 
prefixes. Look in dictionaries and online for help.) 

6. From the Suffix Charts on the same pages, choose at least 10 word boxes.                          
Then work for at least 5 minutes with the words in each box. Add as many                     
prefixes as you can to the words you wrote and list them on a piece of paper.                       
(If you can’t think of at least 50 new words, try some other words with the same 
suffixes. Look in dictionaries and online for help.) 

7.  From the 100 or more words you listed in Steps 5 and 6, think of sentence 
examples that illustrate their meanings and usage. How many sentences                                
can you say or write down in 20 or 30 minutes?  

L earning Beyond the Book 
 Can you acquire vocabulary quickly and systematically by learning prefixes                       
and suffixes (+ their approximate meanings) and adding them to word roots/stems?                   

For at least two weeks, work on combining word parts—and on learning related words in 
“word families.” Here are some suggested activities: 

 The most common afixes are listed in dictionaries—among word entries, in a special 
section, and/or online. Every day, choose one or more of these word parts.  Use each  
reference to find common, useful words with the chosen word beginning or ending.                  
List them, along with their basic definitions—and perhaps some examples.  

 Every day, choose one or more basic, simple English words from this text or from 
everyday life—nouns, regular verbs, or adjectives. Here are examples from PART 9:  
part, word, carry, form, mean, create, get, change, agree, pose, success, fame, press, act, 
own, reason, real, fair, know, occur, etc. Create as many words as you can can from                  
that word by adding prefixes and suffixes. For example, here are some “relatives” of                
the word part: partner, partial, apart, apartment, counterpart, depart, departure, etc.                 
List your word creations, along with their basic definitions—with some examples.      

 Here are a few of the most common word roots or stems in English: -prim-, -medi-,                    
-fin-, -cede, -ven-, -duc-, -sequ-, -port-, -mit-, -tract-, -pos-, -cide-, -dic-, -log-, -spect-, etc. 
Every day, choose one word root. (You can find others listed in thorough vocabulary 
references.) Create as many words as you can from that root by adding prefixes and 
suffixes (and by changing the spelling, if necessary). List your word creations, along with 
their basic definitions—and perhaps some examples. 


