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7 VERB MEANING CHARTS    

A simple, more “academic” (quieter, more 
direct, more individualized) method of checking for 
acquisition of verb forms  is to have students make 
Lists or Charts, perhaps to hand in for correction 
or comment. Learners can do so during class or for 
homework after completing any verb-card activity 
or playing a card game. They should include all 
the verbs from the deck they’ve been using.  

On the next two pages is a sample Chart of the 36     
verbs in the Beginning-Level Verb-Forms Card Pack,
in alphabetical order of the base forms. In the 
second column, between the two verb parts, are 
possible definitions—mostly from backs of the 
Base-Verb-Form Cards themselves.   

 As students gain language proficiency, they should
begin paying attention to multiple meanings of 
words.  In their own Charts, they can write one or 
more definitions of each verb as they are most 
likely to use it in their own real-life contexts.   

 Learners can work cooperatively on their Charts.
For instance, each person can list (some) targeted 
BASE-FORMS in the first column of a piece of 
paper. He/she can then pass it to the person on 
his/her left, who fills in copied or self-created 
definitions in the middle column and then passes it 
on for the next person, who supplies the SIMPLE-
PAST FORMS.   As they complete their Charts  in 
this manner, they help one another with suggested 
corrections. Charts can later be used for reference 
and stimuli in exercises on verb meaning and usage.  



28 Beginning-Level Verb-Forms Activities & Ideas 

Base 
Form 

Definition = Explanation              
of Meaning in Other Words  

Past 
Tense 

bite to take with the teeth bit 

blow to make air move; to send out air blew 

break to (cause to) go to pieces broke 

bring to carry toward here brought 

build to construct; to make  built 

carry to lift and move (something with the hands) carried 

drive to make (a vehicle) go  drove 

grow to become larger; to get bigger grew 

hear to recognize or receive sound  heard 

help to give aid; to make it easier  helped 

hurt to have, feel, or give pain  hurt 

listen to try to hear; to pay attention listened 

lose not to win; to be unable to find lost 

meet to get together (with others) met 

miss to not hit or catch; to not attend missed 

pay to give money (for something) paid 

pray to speak to God; to wish strongly prayed 

put to place; to move into position put 

Beginning-Level Verb Meanings Chart 
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Base 
Form 

Definition = Explanation              
of Meaning in Other Words  

Past 
Tense 

read to understand written words read 

ride to move (on a bike, horse, etc.) rode 

ring to make sound (with a bell) rang 

send to arrange (for something) to go sent 

shop to look at, buy (things in stores) shopped 

sing to make music with the voice  sang 

sleep to be asleep; to not be awake slept 

speak to say words; to talk spoke 

swim to move in water swam 

shoot to fire (and kill with) a gun shoot 

study to try to learn (with books) studied 

teach to instruct; to give lessons taught 
tell to communicate (to someone) needed 

use to make use of (something) used 

wait to stay (somewhere for something) waited 

watch to look at (something moving) watched 

wear to have on (clothes or accessories) wore 

win to be first (in a competition) won 

Beginning-Level Verb Meanings Chart 
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8  VERB-PART USAGE   
 Fairly early in the language-learning process,         

students will notice that it is not enough to simply 
“understand” the meaning of vocabulary—or even to
be able to define words comprehensibly or correctly. 
What is more important is the ability to use words—         
in this case, the first two parts of common verbs—
in everyday, realistic contexts.  Verb Charts  that 
include definitions  can be quite useful in follow-up 
activities that involve matching meaning to usage.
Here are some suggested steps to follow. 

 Participants view a whole-class Beginning Verb-
Meaning Chart like the sample on the previous 
two pages—maybe projected onto a screen or 
duplicated for individual or small-group use.    
Or they can make use of 
self-created Charts.    
The object of this 
activity is to insert 
verbs—in their 
grammatically-correct 
forms—into appropriately 
useful, meaningful 
contexts (phrases and 
sentences).   

 In spoken or written
form, learners are 
provided with typical 
phrases or sentences  
that illustrate realistic 
contexts for the verbs 
they are practicing.  
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However, instead of the verbs themselves the 
sentences should contain underlined paraphrases    
or restatements—either similar to or based on the 
definitions in the providedVerb-Meaning Chart.  

Using the correct grammatical verb form—including 
the third-person singular present tense ending     
-(e)s and/or the -ing form of a verb if these 
forms have been covered—they substitute verbs 
from the Chart into the provided contexts. For 
example, they might be given sentences such as: 

Be careful! That dog takes you in its teeth! (ANSWER: bites) 
We looked at sports on TV all day. (ANSWER: watched) 
What will you have on at our party? (ANSWER: wear) 

 Finally, to assess progress, learners try creating
their own sentences, using relevant verbs in their 
various forms in realistic contexts.  For even more 
challenge, they might create “exercises” for one 
another, replacing their verb choices with either 
blanks to fill in or underlined paraphrases for    
the right answers.  

Fun visuals help in language instruction because they “lower theaffective filter” (relax learners) and function as stimuli for ideas.For instance, these samples from Microsoft Publisher Clip Art      
might evoke contexts for the verbs bite/bit, blow/blew, break/broke, bring/brought, build/built.  Here are possible paraphrases:      Snakes wound skin with fangs. A boy created a bubble with air. How did you cause your arm to separate into pieces? When did the stork deliver the baby? Look what our kid constructed!  
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9 VERB PHRASEOLOGY 
Even after mastering verb forms and 
sentence patterns, many learners make 

mistakes in phraseology (putting words together in 
phrases so that they “sound right”).  Proficiency in 
phrasing requires experience and “feel for language.”  

Learners might first have to be taught or reminded 
of differences in usage among transitive, intransitive, 
and linking verbs.  The former are the most common 
(frequent), so it’s probably best to start with verbs 
+ noun objects. Here are ways to help beginners 
develop this natural sense for the use of transitive 
verbs with possible objects in context.   

 On a board or screen, write the base form  of
a transitive verb that has been taught—like hear.  
All students compete in teams.  
Within a specified length of 
time, they list as many verb 
phrases (verb + noun object)              
as they can that are typical              
of usage with that verb              
(for example: hear noises,          
hear a story, hear rumors,  
hear a court case, etc.).  
Dictionary use—perhaps online— 
should be encouraged for eager 
learners, who are likely to get 
competitive in coming up with 
interesting expressions.  
Eventually, these will include idioms, phrasal verbs,  
and other expressions likely to lead to engaging 
conversation and accelerated vocabulary acquisition. 

Transitive Verb 
Phrases with hear 
hear noises 
hear a story 
hear rumors 
hear a case in court 
hear someone out 
(not) hear a word 
could hear a pin drop 
glad to hear it  
hear from someone  
hear yourself talk  
hear what you’re saying 
Now hear this! 
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Less confident learners might “perform” better if 
they get access to possible vocabulary beforehand; 
this could be an alphabetized “glossary” of 
everyday verb phrases—or copies of dictionary 
entries with targeted verbs as headwords.    

 With more advanced students, such activities
can be conducted as motivating competitions.    
For example, in separate board sections, one     
person from each team can list that group’s items.   

The winner of each “round” is the team with the 
longest correct list. Alternatively, one member     
of each group could check () off all phrases in   
other teams’ lists that his/her group also thought  
of and listed. Then the winner is the team with   
the largest number of correct, unchecked items.   

 Follow-up can be provided with an “oral verb quiz.”
Paraphrase the meanings of the listed verb phrases  
in random order (For example: notice sounds, 
listened to a narrative, was made aware of 
unproven talk, listen to what is said in court, etc.). 
The class finds and pronounces the corresponding 
vocabulary items (In these examples: hear noises, 
heard a story, heard rumors, hear a case, etc.).  

 A more challenging way to conduct this activity is
to hand out a different pair of verb cards to each 
group of competitors. After a specified time, the 
winner is the team with the longest list of correct 
phrases using the verbs they have received.  

In turn, groups can “present” what they’ve learned 
to the whole class. Displaying a list of their most 
useful or interesting items, they can “teach”  
others what the they mean and how to use them.  
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Most of the most commonly used verbs in English are 
“transitive”—that is, they are followed by noun or 
pronoun objects  in at least some of their meanings. 

However, a few can be used as “linking verbs”—to
be followed by “complements linked to their subjects.” 
These can be adjectives that describe the subjects
or nouns that “equal” them. 

The only examples of linking verbs from the       
Beginning-Level Verb-Forms List are grow and ring, 
as in grow tall or ring true. Along with get (meaning 
become) from the Basic-Level materials, these may 
not need to be taught in their “being” or “equaling” 
meanings until higher levels of language instruction.  

Other verbs are “intransitive,” at least in a few  
meanings, because they do not require or take
objects in those contexts. The only verbs in the 
Beginning-Level Verb-Forms  materials without 
intransitive meanings (verbs that almost always
require one or more noun or pronoun objects)
are bring/brought, carry/carried,  miss/missed, 
put/put, send/sent, tell/told, use/use, wear/wore.  

Regarding pedagogy, verbs with intransitive meanings  
can be matched with appropriate sentence subjects.   

For example, for the verb teach in its intransitive 
meaning, learners might list the grammatical
subjects people, teachers, instructors, tutors,  etc.).  
The verb hurt might follow the noun subjects my 
head, my back, my stomach, etc.—as in My head 
(back, stomach) hurts. And what can blow?  Perhaps 
the wind, a tire, a fuse? Other things can blow up.   
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To develop a sense of phraseology  with intransitive 
verbs, teachers/learners can follow some of the 
steps for transitive verbs from pages 32-33—
except that they’re to list likely sentence subjects  
instead of verb objects. Here are sample listings  
for 4 intransitive verbs from Beginning Verb-Forms.   

When composing sentences with subject + verb 
combinations, learners will be considering more than 
verb parts; verb tenses (present, past, future) will 
require attention, as will number (singular vs. plural), 
forms after modals  or auxiliaries or in infinitives or 
gerunds, and so on. Speakers/writers may want to
add adverbs, prepositional phrases, connectors, etc.
Here are examples for the verb break/broke:  

 Glass can break by itself. Temperature can cause it to break.
 Dishes break when they fall on the floor. I just broke one.

 Ocean waves break on the shore.
 Let’s break for lunch.

 When did the news break?
 Get home before the storm breaks.

Sentence 
Subjects for 
grow/grew 

People . . .  
Children . . .  
Families . . .  
Plants . . . 
Flowers . . . 
Hair . . .  
A beard . . . 
Fears . . .  
Businesses . . . 

Sentence 

Subjects for

break/broke 

A window . . .

Glass . . .

Dishes . . .

Waves . . .

A fever . . .

Day (Dawn) . . .

A blister . . .

A storm . . .

News . . .

Sentence 
Subjects for 
meet/met 

People . . . 
Committees . . 
Co-workers . . 
Friends . . . 
Members . . . 
Clubs . . . 
Strangers . . . 
Lines . . . 
Roads . . . 

Sentence
Subjects for
sing/sang 

People . . .
Singers . . .
Performers . .
Contestants . .
Choirs . . .
A chorus . . .
Birds . . .
A kettle . . .
The fat lady . .
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BEGINNING VERBS IN CONTEXT 
Eventually, of course, even beginners need 

to be able to use newly-acquired verb vocabulary in 
their own contexts.  Here is one simple activity that 
addresses that requirement or need. 

 Each group of learners receives a stack of verb
cards. The sets can include both base form and 
past tense verb cards. 

 One by one, each person takes the top card from
the face-down stack. Those with little language 
experience can be allowed to create any one phrase 
or sentence with the verb—in any tense form.  

 More advanced learners should make one or more
sentences with the verb as printed on the card—
either the base form or the past.  They can add 
other verbs from the Pack—or of their own, of 
course. The context should be as realistic as 
possible—a sentence the participant might actually 
say or write in “real life.”  

 If the group judges the phrase or sentence as
correct, that person keeps the card and (perhaps) 
takes another turn.  The participant with the most 
cards at the end of the game is “the winner.” 

10 

 My feet hurt. My head 
hurts. My stomach . . . 

I broke my 
glasses when I 

fell. Lucky  
I didn’t break 

my nose.   

 I can’t win 
this game. 
I never win. 

 

Dogs can bite. 
But Mosquitoes 

bite me.  
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Verb Vocabulary Reference List 
Here are the two parts of the 36 common verbs 

of the 72-Card Beginning-Level Verb-Forms 

BASE FORM PAST TENSE BASE FORM PAST TENSE 

bite 
blow 
break 
bring 
build 
carry 
drive 
grow 
hear 
help 
hurt 

listen 
lose 
meet 
miss 
pay 
pray 
put 

bit 
blew 
broke 

brought 
built 

carried 
drove 
grew 
heard 
helped 

hurt 
listened 

lost 
met 

missed 
paid 

prayed 
put 

read 
ride 
ring 
send 
shoot 
shop 
sing 
sleep 
speak 
study 
swim 
teach 

tell 
use 
wait 

watch 
wear 
win 

read 
rode 
rang 
sent 
shot 

shopped 
sang 
slept 
spoke 

studied 
swam 
taught 

told 
used 

waited 
watched 

wore 
won  
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BASE FORM PAST TENSE PAST PARTICIPLE 
beat 

become 
bet 

burn 
buy 

catch 
choose 

cost 
fall 

feed 
find 
fly 

forget 
hide 
hit 

hold 
keep 
knit 
lead 
leave 

let 
mean 
rise 
sell 

shake 
show 
shut 
sink 

spend 
steal 

swear 
sweep 

tear 
throw 

understand 
wake 

beat 
became 

bet 
burned  
bought 
caught 
chose 
cost 
fell 
fed 

found 
flew 

forgot 
hid 
hit 

held 
kept 
knit 
led 
left 
let 

meant 
rose 
sold 

shook 
showed 

shut 
sank 
spent 
stole 

swore 
swept 
tore 

threw 
understood 

woke 

beaten 
become 

bet 
burned (burnt) 

bought 
caught 
chosen 

cost 
fallen 
fed 

found 
flown 

fogotten 
hidden 

hit 
held 
kept 
knit 
led 
left 
let 

meant 
risen 
sold 

shaken 
shown (showed) 

shut 
sunk 
spent 
stolen 
sworn 
swept 
torn 

thrown 
understood 

woken 

36 X 3 INTERMEDIATE-LEVEL VERB FORMS 

Planning to teach verb parts at higher levels?  
Here are the targeted items of the Intermediate  

& Advanced-Levels Verb-Forms Card Packs.  
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bend, bent, bent 
bind, bound, bound 

bleed, bled, bled 
breed, bred, bred 

broadcast, broadcast, broadcast 

burst, burst, burse 
cling, clung, clung 
creep, crept, crept 

dive, dove/dived, dived 
draw, drew, drawn 

feel, felt, felt 
fight, fought, fought 

fit, fit, fit 
flee, fled, fled 

forecast, forecast, forecast 
forgive, forgave, forgiven 

freeze, froze, frozen 
grind, ground, ground 

hang, hung, hung 
kneel, knelt, knelt 

lay, laid, laid 
leap, leaped/leapt, leapt 

lend, lent, lent 
light, lit/lighted, lit 

lie, lay, lain 
mislay, mislaid, mislaid 
mislead, misled, misled 

mistake, mistook, mistook 
quit, quit, quit 

rid, rid, rid 
seek, sought, sought 

set, set, set 
sew, sewed, sewn 
shed, shed, shed 

shine, shone, shone 
shrink, shrank, shrunk 

slide, slid, slid 
spin, spun, spun 
split, split, split 

spread, spread, spread 
stick, stuck, stuck 
sting, stung, stung 

stink, stank/stunk, stunk 
strike, struck, struck 
string, strung, strung 
strive, strove, striven 

swell, swelled, swollen 
swing, swung, swung 
thrust, thrust, thrust 
weave, wove, woven 

undergo, underwent, undergone 

undo, undid, undone 
upset, upset, upset 

wet, wet, wet 
wind, wound, wound 

withdraw, withdrew, withdrawn 

withhold, withheld, withheld 

wring, wrung, wrung 

BASE FORM, SIMPLE PAST, PAST PARTICIPLE  

54 X 3 ADVANCED-LEVEL VERB FORMS 




