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What is This Book About? What’s It For? 
Before Speaking is a high-beginning to advanced oral-skills text for English learners of 
various native-language backgrounds. Its purpose is to prepare participants to talk 
informally about some basic topics of everyday communication: Things, Places, and People. 
To that end, in each of its ten chapters it provides: 

 GRAMMAR NOTES: reminders of the 
fundamentals of sentence structure, 
organized into topics such as Sentences 
with BE; THERE IS/ARE; Adjectives after 
Linking Verbs; Kinds of Nouns; Affirmative 
and Negative Statements; Kinds of 
Questions; Comparison and Contrast; the 
Present Tenses; the Past; the Future; etc. 
The patterns and rules appear in boxes like 
the sample to the right.  

 VOCABULARY NOTES: multi-level lists of 
words and phrases useful for talking about  
topics. Some examples of Vocabulary 
Notes are People’s Names, Item Names, 
Categories, Adjectives of Description, 
Noun Phrases, Place Names, Nationalities, 
Job Titles, Verb Phrases, and more. To the 
right are some summary lists from the end 
of Chapter 2, “Describe Objects.”  

 LANGUAGE NOTES: hints and advice on kinds 
and features of effective everyday talk, 
such as Street Directions, Directives in 
Sequence, Facts vs. Persuasive Language, 
Clarity and Understanding, Communicating 
Data, Additional Figures & Facts, Open-
Ended Social Talk, and so on.  

Be
fo

re
   

 

 NTRO TO TEACHERS 
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Vocabulary Notes: Description of Items  
In alphabetical order, here are some of the new vocabulary items useful for 
Activities 2.A  to 2.E on pages 20 to 34. The countable nouns have both singular 
and plural forms. Some nouns are uncountable [U]. Some have both countable 
and uncountable meanings [C or U].   

COUNTABLE & UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS  ADJECTIVES & OTHER DESCRIBING WORDS 

avocado(s)  
balloon(s)  
bamboo [U] 
bandage(s) 
baseball(s)  
beauty [U] 
bell(s) 
bill(s)  
brick(s)  
cantaloupe(s)  
cash [U] 
CD(s) (compact 

disks)  
centimeter(s) 
chalkboard(s)  
chocolate [U] 
clay [U] 
coal [U] 
coin(s)  
color(s) [C or U] 
communication [U] 
component(s) 
confetti [U] 
cotton [U] 
crayon(s) 
dirt / dust [U] 
education [U] 
enjoyment [U] 
exercise(s) [C or 

U] 
fan(s)  
flannel [U] 
foot / feet 
fun [U] 
gas [U] 
gram(s) 
grass [U] 
hair(s) [C or U] 
hard hat(s) 

health [U]  
heat(ing) [U] 
height [U] 
inch(es) 
item(s) 
key(s)  
kilo(gram)(s) 
knit(s) 
laundry [U] 
lei(s)  
lemon(s)  
linen(s) [C or U] 
(lunch) bag(s) 
makeup [U] 
maintenance [U] 
management [U] 
masking tape [U] 
mat(s) 
math(ematics)  
meal(s) 
medicine [U] 
meter(s) 
mud [U] 
nail clipper(s)  
nylon(s)  
object(s) 
oil [U] 
organization(s)  
ounce(s) 
part(s) 
photo(graph)(s) 
pine cone(s) 
pleasure(s) [C, U]  
pound(s) 
protection [U] 
pumpkin(s)  
push pin(s)  
racket(s)  
recreation [U] 

religion(s) [C or U] 
rest / sleep [U] 
ribbon(s) [C or U] 
rubber [U] 
rubber band(s) 
safety [U]  
school(s) [C or U] 
science [U] 
(sea)shell(s)  
section(s) 
shape(s) [C or U] 
shelter [U] 
silk [U] 
size(s) 
slate [U] 
soccer [U] 
sport(s) [C or U] 
stamp(s) 
stone(s)  
straw(s) [C or U] 
string(s) [C or U] 
sugar [U] 
surface(s)  
survival [U] 

taste(s) [C or U] 
texture [U] 
thermometer(s) 
transportation 

[U] 
travel [U] 
trip(s)  
velour [U] 
velvet [U] 
warmth [U] 
weight(s) [C or U] 
wood [U] 
wool [U] 
work(s) [C or U] 

acidic 
(a)symmetrical 
(almost) orange 
almond-shaped 
beige / ivory 
bent / bendable 
bitter / pungent 
blue-gray 
bright (red) 
(brilliant) gold 
broad / wide 
brown / tan 
bulky / unwieldy 
chartreuse  
clear  
coiled / spiral 
colorful 
colorless 
cone-shaped 
consistent 
creamy 
curled / curly 
curved / curvy 
cylindrical 
(deep) purple 
delicate / 

fragile 
delicious / tasty 
diamond-shaped 
elliptical 
(emerald) green 
(extremely) 

dark 
faded 
fat / plump 
feathery / wispy 
flat / thin 
fragrant / 

sweet-smelling 
furry / fuzzy 
gaudy / loud 

gooey / slimy 
gray / silver(y) 
hard / durable 
heart-shaped 
heavy / full 
hexagonal 
high 
hollow / empty 
huge / immense 
(in)flexible 
(ir)regular 
jagged 
(jet) black 
(kind of) yellow 
large / big 
light (in color) 
lightweight 
little / small  
long / tall 
L-shaped 
metallic 
multi-colored 
narrow 
oblong 
octagonal 
off-white 
oval / egg-

shaped 
(perfectly) ed 
round / circular 
(royal) blue 
sharp (in taste) 
rectangular 
rigid / 

unbending 
rough / coarse 
round / 

spherical 
rubbery 
salty 

see-through 
shapeless 
shiny / flashy 
slim / skinny 
smelly 
smooth 
soft / mushy 
solid 
solid-colored 
sour / tart  
spherical 
spicy / tangy 
square 
star-shaped 
sticky 
stiff 
striped  
sugary / sweet 
terrible / awful 
thick 
thorny / prickly 
three-

dimensional 
three-sided 
tiny 
translucent 
transparent 
triangular 
turquoise 
un(even) 
uniform 
(un)pleasant 
(very) short 
violet 
yucky 

Grammar Notes: Sentences with BE 
With sentences like these, you can ask and answer questions about items. You 
can make statements too.  
What’s this?        Is(n’t) it (a/an) . . . [noun]?   Yes, it is. / No, it’s not [it isn’t].        What’s 

that (called)?        

What are these [they]?       Are(n’t) they . . . [nouns]?   Yes, they are. / No, they’re not 
[they aren’t].    

What are those [they] (called) (in English)?    What are they?    What is it? 

This is(n’t) . . . [noun] . That’s (not) . . . .    That’s [It’s] (called) . . . (in English). 

These [those] are(n’t) . . . [nouns] .            These [those] are(n’t) .(called) . . . .   

It [They] can also be called . . .[noun(s)].    It’s [They’re] not (called) . . . [noun(s)]. 

Another word [name] for the item(s) [thing(s) / object(s) / stuff] is . . . [noun(s)]. 
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 SPEAKING & LISTENING EXERCISES & ACTIVITIES: 
The core of the Before Speaking text, these 
interactive sections have a large variety of 
learning objectives: Ask & Give Names of Things; 
Tell Changes in Things; Classify Item Purposes; 
Ask & Answer Questions About Object 
Description; Tell Similarities & Differences; 
Explain Choices; Tell About Interiors, Structures, 
& Outdoor Scenes; Ask & Follow Directions; Use 
Maps to Plan a Route; Give & Get Info from Notes 
or Charts; Understand Persuasive Language; 
Describe Faces, Facial Expressions, & Body 
Language; Tell About People’s Lives; Tell Past 
Events & Present Facts; Ask & Answer Questions 
About the Past, Present, & Future; Make 
Interesting & Effective Social Talk, and the like.  

Above is a reduced-sized example of a “typical” activity page. Like 
many of the exercises, it is based on realistic photographs—so 
that talk about it can be as authentic as possible.  

To get participants started—or to suggest communicative ways of 
going beyond the given grammar or vocabulary, examples of 
possible things to say appear in speech balloons like these:  

For additional help, there are examples of possible responses (sample talk) in an 
extensive, reproducible Answer Key. For participants lacking language knowledge or 
confidence, handouts from the Key might be useful for activity preparation. Others 
can use suggested answers in checking their own work and/or for self-study.    

 CULTURAL QUESTIONS: An occasional feature, these 
boxes offer discussion questions on aspects of the text 
that may need further attention or explanation—
especially with multi-cultural groups.  Their purpose is 
to put the activities in context, increasing the 
usefulness of rules by preventing their misapplication. 
To the right is an example.   

All groups are multi-level in some ways; learners have different interests, needs, abilities, 
learning styles, times available for study, etc. Therefore, to maximize its effectiveness, 
the Before Speaking text contains explanations, sentence structures, vocabulary, activity 
types, content, and individual items at various levels of difficulty. One, two, or three 
stars (*, **,***) indicate the level of challenge. Teachers and learners are free to choose 
among activities and items to suit their own purposes and situations.   
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2.A  TELL & ASK ABOUT ITEMS.  Choose 

one photo a-s on page 21 or 22. 

Describe, but don’t name the thing(s). Can your 

listeners identify the picture or name the item

**Cultural Questions: 

What are the “rules” for introductions and greetings 
in the United States? When do you use only first 
names? Full names? Titles? Who gets introduced 

first? Second? How formal should introductions be?  

When you are introduced to someone, what should 
you do? What should you say? 

How are these customs similar to the rules for 
introductions and greetings in your native culture or 

country? In what ways are they different? 

 

These many 
small items 
are all of 

the same size 
and shape. 
They have 

no straight 
edges or 
angles. 
They’re 

round, but. .   

EXAMPLES:  

So they aren’t 
big. They’re 
curved or 
circular in 
shape—but 
they’re not 
spherical, right? 
They’re of 
different colors, 
aren’t they? 
They don’t . . . . 
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How is This Book Organized? 

THE THREE PRINCIPLE PARTS: The Before Speaking text begins with a getting-acquainted 
introduction called GETTING STARTED: GREET & INTRODUCE PEOPLE. Then come PART ONE: 
TALK ABOUT THINGS; PART TWO: TALK ABOUT PLACES; and PART THREE: TALK ABOUT 
PEOPLE. Designed for an oral communication course or segment of sixty hours or more, 
each part is 50 to 60 pages in length. Depending on the size of the class, the chosen 
procedures, and the skills and needs of learners, groups might spend from twenty to 
forty interactive hours on each part. For individuals that want to maximize their own 
improvement, there is plenty of material for self-study, supported by the Answer Key.  

THE NINE CHAPTERS: Each of the three principle parts contains three chapters, 
numbered consecutively for the whole book. After the GETTING STARTED section come 
Chapters 1-9. For each of the chapters, there are four major structured activities A-D. 
These are numbered 1.A, 1.B, 1.C, 1.D, 2.A, 2.B, 2.C, 2.D., 3.A, 3.B, etc. Most activities have 
multiple steps or parts. After a summarizing vocabulary-list page, there is an extra 
section for participants “Ready for Speaking.” Entitled “Give a Mini-Speech,” Sections 0.D, 
1.E, 2.E, 3.E, 4.E, 5.E, 6.E, 7.E, 8.E, 9.E. offer steps for very short individual 
presentations.  

THE LEARNING ACTIVITIES: To benefit from the sections of each chapter, participants 
use given (and additional) language structures and vocabulary to communicate their own 
ideas. They follow instructions to complete a large variety of tasks—individually, in pairs, 
in groups, or as a class. They exchange information; tell their answers in categorizing, 
memory, and other games; use questions and responses in item-guessing competitions; 
make and explain shopping decisions; work with information-gap maps; teach and learn 
factual information; do chain activities with data; use body language; and much more. 
Designed to engage learners, ensure participation, and motivate success, the activities 
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Before Speaking: Activities for Practice & Preparation in Oral Language Skills 

0  GETTING STARTED: GREET & INTRODUCE PEOPLE 5  Ask, Give, & Follow Directions 

PART ONE: TALK ABOUT THINGS  6  Get & Give Info About Places 

1  Name & Classify Things PART THREE: TALK ABOUT PEOPLE 

2  Describe Objects 7  Describe People 

3  Compare Items 8  Tell About People’s Lives 

PART TWO: TALK ABOUT PLACES 9  Get to Know Individuals  

4  Describe Spaces & Scenes POSSIBLE RESPONSES TO TEXT ACTIVITIES ARE IN A 
SEPARATE ANSWER KEY: ISBN 1-891077-54-6  




