
7  Introduction: What’s the Point? Getting the Point without Words 

What happens in Story E?  
A man sitting on a park bench is eating a sandwich. He is ignoring the birds.  
A dog comes by and begs for food. Amused, the man gives the dog some of his 
sandwich. When the birds see this, they stand up on their “hind legs” and beg 
for food just like the dog. 

What’s the point? 
When people see that someone is successful, they try to imitate his or her 

What happens in Story F? 
A boy has built a ship in a bottle. He is proud of his work, so he shows it to his 
friend. The friend has an idea. With his father, he goes to a pet shop and buys 
a baby chick. He puts the tiny chick through the neck of a large bottle and 
feeds it every day. When the chick has grown into a big hen, he shows his “hen 
in a bottle” to his friend. The friend is very surprised. 

What’s the point?  

What happens in Story G?  
A man is lying in the street between two parked cars. Curious and concerned 
people gather to find out what is going on. Suddenly, the man sits up and 
waves to his wife, who has brought the car. The man was simply saving her a 
parking place. 

What’s the point? 

What’s the point of the Introduction to this WorkText? That most 
reading material has a point, a message, or a main idea, even if there are 
no or few words. As you work through this book, remember the point! 

Going Beyond the Text 

I NSTRUCTIONS: Do you want more practice in getting 
the point of reading material with no or few words? 

Read some cartoon strip stories in the “comics” 
section of your local newspaper, in magazines,                         
and/or online.  Answer these questions for each story: 
What happens in the story? (What are the                    

important events?) 
What’s the point? (Why is the story funny?)                      

How do you know? 


