
6  WHAT’S THE POINT? Book Two: Learning to Learn from Reading in the Real World   

What happens in Story B? 
Some out-of-shape women are exercising. They’re imagining themselves thin and 
attractive. Then an ice cream truck goes by. The women’s images change. Now they’re  
thinking about fattening desserts.  

What’s the point? 
The power of suggestion is very strong. It’ difficult to keep your mind on healthy 
things (like fitness) when there is a suggestion of tempting food.  

What happens in Story C? 
In his job, an angry police officer often shouts at people. He tells them what they’re  
doing wrong. For example, he yells at a boy with a dog, a woman who has littered,               
and a vagrant on the street. When he gets home, however, his angry wife yells at him.   

What’s the point? 
People in “higher” positions of  power often criticize people “below” them in status. 
However, no one is “on top” all the time.  

What happens in Story D? 
A supervisor is angry at a worker because he has put some boxes upside down.                   
“Don’t you see the arrows?” he shouts. “They’re pointing down instead of up.”  
The worker doesn’t turn the boxes right side up. Instead, he covers the down arrows 
with some arrows pointing up.  

What’s the point? 
Some people are happy if their work looks right, even if it isn’t correct.                               
They’re not so concerned about the effect of their mistakes.   

What happens in Story A? 
A boy is working on a model ship. He’s looking at the instructions but having trouble. 
His older brother sees him scratching his head so he comes in to help. He turns the 
instructions right side up. The boy is embarrassed, but he can work on his model 
now. 

What’s the point? 

I NSTRUCTIONS: How well did you understand the seven (7) 
Cartoon Strip Stories A-G? Compare your answers                       

with some explanations by the writer of this WorkText. 
Your words will be different, of course, but did you get                   
the same general idea?  
Did you tell what happens in each story in the same or                                  

a different way? Why?  

Do you agree or disagree with the writer’s interpretation of                       
the point? Why? (If you disagree, explain your opinion.) 


