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Stuttgart (Germany)
The 2015 OIPEEC Conference was held 

in conjunction with the 4th International 
Ropedays of the University of Stuttgart’s 
Department of Logistics and Material 
Handling (IFT) and took place in the 
“Alten Reithale” of the Maritim Hotel.  
It was attended by 185 people from 
93 companies and 22 countries.

The meeting started with the General 
Assembly of the organization and the 
following Management Committee was 
elected to serve for the next two years.

Jean Marc Teissier, President

Karl-Heinz Wehking, Vice President

John Dodd, Secretary

Jeff Gilbert, Treasurer

OIPEEC is a worldwide 
association of rope 
manufacturers, operators, 
experts and researchers 
dedicated to the study 
of the endurance of 
ropes in a wide range of 
applications from elevators 
to cranes, ropeways, rope 
for constructions up to 
huge mooring lines and 

A new joint IFT / OIPEEC Conference

hoist ropes as well for the offshore industry 
as well as for the mining industry.

Established in 1963, OIPEEC currently 
has over 100 members from 24 countries.

OIPEEC organizes conferences every 
second year to present scientific papers 
and research works around the technology-, 
endurance-, inspection-, and safety of ropes. 
“Ropes” as defined as made from steel as 
well as ropes made from synthetic fibers.

This year’s conference was joint effort 
between IFT Stuttgart and OIPEEC to 
bring together rope enthusiasts of all 
backgrounds, wire and synthetic.
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Report from the OIPEEC Conference 2015

Starting the conference with a 
welcome reception, attendees were 
able to meet colleagues and friends in a 
relaxed atmosphere. Over 2 days a total 
of 20 exciting technical presentations, 
all reviewed by an expert committee 
in order to guarantee a high quality 
of the papers, were presented.

The seven different topics ranged from:

• Rope and sheave applications

• Innovation in steel and fiber 
ropes in the offshore industry

• News and innovations in rope 
and end connection

• New application of fiber 
ropes and mine shaft

• Ropes analyzing and inspection methods

• Umbilicals - from research to practice

• Research results of wire ropes 
in spooling and running over 
sheaves application

Elizabeth Huntley from the US-American 
company Whitehill Ltd got the award for 
the best paper with her version of the 
non-destructive test of fiber ropes with 
the help of nickel-coated filaments.

Closing speech
Thank you to Karl-Heinz Wehking, 

Sven Winter and all the organization 
team who did a really good job.

We had 20 very interesting presentations.

We must point out the variety, the 
diversity of these presentations. Some 
are based on field practice, others 
result from realizations others are more 
academic resulting either from laboratory 
tests or from theoretical work.

Our environment has 
significantly changed.

When the organization was created 
more than 50 years ago, 100% of the 
research works were performed by 
Universities or public research institutes.

Nowadays only a few public institutes 
are still doing the job.

So, logically less academic works are produced, and the 
results of these works are less likely to be widely disclosed.

This is a fact. We will have to deal with it.

Most institutions have closed their doors but their 
former Professors and Researchers are still with us, 
thank you Gabor Oplatka, thank you Richard Chaplin.

Some former members of the MC re-entered the group 
when they retired and are thus able to easily find time 
for voluntary work for the organization, thank you Hans 
Huber, thank you Martin Dohm. Martin is our new Editor.

Almost all our past Presidents from the last 20 
years are with us today, thank you Richard, thank 
you Gabor, thank you Roland Verreet, thank you 
Knut Buschmann, thank you Isabel Ridge.

Obviously, among all the persons mentioned 
above; except for Isabel, there are only 
heads with white hair, or even no hair.

We took this point into consideration and three 
young persons (Laura Lombardi, Sven Winter, 
Stephane Pernot) have entered our MC.

We have all the tools in hand. We have 
to do the job. It will be done.

Thank you and see you in 2017 for the next conference.



4

BRIDON

MILLFIELD

TEIJIN ARAMID

TENSION TECHNOLOGY 

TEUFELBERGER

WDI – WESTFÄLISCHE DRAHTINDUSTRIE

WIRECO WORLDGROUP



5

Held On The 27th March 2015 At I.F.T. Stuttgart 

Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting

1) The president called the meeting to order at 14.30 
and welcomed everyone.

2) Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Lombardi , Gourmelon, 
Sayenga and Tytko.

3) Minutes 
The minutes of the M.C.M. held at IFT Stuttgart on 
the 9th October 2014 were presented and accepted 
unanimously.

4) Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising.

5) Report of the President 
There was nothing that would not be covered by the 
rest of the agenda.

6) Report of the Treasurer 
Gilbert went through the accounts for members and 
some monies need to be transfered -monies received 
before the 31st December 2014 -but confirmed that 
OIPEEC was solvent. 
The Conference was coming in on budget and the 
figures were looking good. Ridge proposed and 
Buschmann seconded the motion to accept the 
accounts. The motion was passed unanimously.

7) Report of Martin Dohm 
Dohm questioned the need for the Bulletin -was it 
still relevant and, if not, there would be no need for 
an Editor. After much debate on the matter it was 
decided that there were two strands to the argument. 
One of which was the Bulletin itself and the second 
was the summary of atricles (abstracts). The summary 
was regarded as being of real importance. Dohm  
expressed  the opinion that  the Scientific Committee 
should be more active and report  to the Conference 
and asked  if it could  indeed be used to generate 
more papers. We should also question whether the 
Buletin should be an academic publication or a Trade 
Magazine. The general agreement was that we do 
need a Conference every two years and at least one 
Bulletin per year. In summary Dohm’s report was that 
we start by reviewing  the Constitution  , our aims 
and our ability to deliver value to the members  and  
it was   agreed that this should for the main topic of 
our next M.C.M. and we should include the possibility 
of PDF papers  (which would, of course,  compete 
with  the  bookshop).

8) The make up of the M.C. was debated and it was 
agreed that Teissier be the next President and 
Wehking Vice President. It was further agreed 
that in order to strengthen the Committeet the 
co-opted members -Dohm, Huber, Lombardi 
and Pernot become full members and that 
Dodd be removed as he is, by being Secretary, 
already a member. The would allow for the 
Management Committee to be at full strength 
for the move forward. Dohm to be appointed 
Editor. The motion to implement these changes 
was proposed by Wehking and seconded by 
Buschmann. It was carried unanimously. Gilbert 
was charged with researching the search engine 
and website and presenting the committee with a 
list of problems and possible solutions.

9) It was agreed that the next M.C.M. would require 
extra time and that it should be held at I.F.T. 
Stuttgart on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of October 2015.

10) There being no further business the meeting was 
brough to a close at 5pm.
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Minutes of the  
OIPEEC General Assembly 

Held On The 27th March 2015 At I.F.T. Stuttgart 

1) Greetings 
The meeting was called to order at 
8.10am by the President who then 
extended a warm welcome to all.

2) Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence 
and the approval of the Agenda put 
before the committee was proposed by 
Buschmann and seconded by Gilbert. 
Passed unanimously.

3) Scrutineers 
Two scrutineers were proposed and 
Weiss and Huber agreed to their being  
appointed.

4) Minutes 
The minutes of the General Assembly in 
Oxford in March 2013 were presented for 
approval. There were no comments and 
they were adopted by a unanimous vote.

5) Report of the President 
The President thanked all of the sponsors 
for their generous support. Further, Ridge 
reported that the organisation was in 
good heart and continued to meet the 
original aims of founders. However, there 
was realisation that we needed to adjust 
and realign ourselves to accommodate 
the changing circumstances in the 
modern world.

6) Report of the Treasurer 
Gilbert presented the financial 
performance of the organisation in 
great detail and confirmed that the 
current membershi p stood at 90. The 

organisation is solvent but we rely on the 
income from Conferences to balance the 
books as income in non-Conference years 
is inadequate. The current Conference 
is looking as if it will be a success 
financially as everythi ng is coming i n on 
budget. There were no questions for the 
Treasurer and Ridge thanked him for his 
hard work. 
Teissier proposed and Verreet seconded 
that the accounts be accepted. Carried 
unanimously.

7) Report of the Editor 
Ridge is reluctantly stepping down as 
Editor and Dohm agreed to accept the 
position of Editor. The role of Editor will 
be a topic for discussion at the next 
management committee meeting.

8) Structure of Manaeement Committee 
Ridge steps down as President after 
her two year tenure. It was agreed that 
Teissier be appointed President and 
Wehking becoming V.P.  The motion 
to accept the new appointments was 
carried unanimously.

9) Date of Next Meeting This will be 
advised ASAP. 
Of the 32 members present only 28 had 
the right to vote.

10) The President closed the meeting 
at 9.30am and invited everyone to 
reconvene at 10.00am .
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OIPEEC Conference 2017

So we invite engineers, scientist researchers and other people interested in ropes to 
share their experience, knowledge and opinion with other experts from all over the 
world. Please plan on attending by presenting a paper or short presentation at the 
OIPEEC Conference.

The topic covers all kind of ropes (�bre, wire, hybrid) as well as all kind of rope 
applications (i.e. cranes, ropeways, o�shore, elevators, construction, mine equipment, 
industrial ropes, etc.).
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OIPEEC Conference 2017
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OIPEEC Conference 2017
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Jean Marc Teissier

Greetings from France,

The OIPEEC Management and Executive Committee is hard at work 
for the membership and the organization.

I would like to update you on what is happening:

Preparations have started for the next OIPEEC meeting. Hard 
to imagine it will be taking place in 8 short months. The venue 
will be La Rochelle France, April 4th – 7th, 2017. I would like to 
invite all members to attend. Please encourage colleagues or 
anyone you know who would benefit from attending. The hotel 
accommodations can now be made. The information is in this 
newsletter. Meeting registration details will be available after the 
next Management Committee meeting in November.

The Call for Papers has been completed and the committee is in the 
review process of abstracts for potential presentations in April.

To help communicate the benefits of an OIPEEC membership and 
recruit new members; the “Why OIPEEC” flyer has been created. This 
is a useful tool when asked about OIPEEC. In order to enlarge our 
membership field, this flyer is available also in Chinese.

As the industry sees more consolidations, our membership numbers 
vary. We are asking the current membership to help promote the 
organization and encourage others to join.

The website is in the process of an update. Log on to www.oipeec.
org to see the changes. The trial version of our book store will be 
available soon. It will start with a limited number of publications and 
will be enlarged progressively.

OIPEEC can only stay in contact with our membership if you 
have your current information. If you have had any changes with 
your e-mail, company or surface mail, please update the office at 
secretary@oipeec.org 

We’ve added two new Co-opted members to the  
Management Committee. 

Please welcome:
Bill Putnam, Yale Cordage
Pengzhu Wang, Bridon Bekaert – The Ropes Group

The organization has been in existence for over years and the 
Management Committee in place is committed to putting the 
pieces in place to assure at least the next 50 years.

I look forward to seeing you in La Rochelle for the  
Rope – Present and Future Conference. 

Sincerely,
Jean Marc Teissier, OIPEEC President
jmteissier@dep-engineering.fr 

OIPEEC President, Jean Marc Teissier 
Letter from the President 
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