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“Exploring Opportunities “Exploring Opportunities --  

Synthetic/Steel”Synthetic/Steel” 

O 
IPEEC invites all engineers, scientists, researchers and other peo-

ple interested in ropes to share their experience, knowledge and 

opinion with other experts from all over the world by attending 

the OIPEEC Conference. Topics include all types of ropes (fibre, wire, 

hybrid) as well as all kinds of rope applications (i.e. cranes, ropeways, 

offshore, elevators, construction, mine equipment, industrial ropes, etc.). 

Papers and presentations to be related to design, inspection, mainte-

nance, laboratory and on site testing, or endurance. Watch for registration  

information early November 2018 on the website. www.oipeec.org. 

The incoming OIPEEC Management Committee has been selected for a 2-year term. Returning 

for a second term as President, Jean Marc Teissier, DEP Engineering. Vice-President,               

Sven Winter, ROTEC, Secretary, John Dodd, Millfield Enterprise and Treasurer, Jeff Gilbert, 

Associated Wire Rope Fabricators.  

The additional MC members are: Knut Buschmann, Karl-Heinz Wehking, Hans Huber, Laura Lom-

bardi, Stephane Pernot and Andrej Tytko 

Co Opted Members: William Putnam, Pengzhu Wang and Gregor Novak. 
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“As of the steel, 

each strut and 

wire, ….What 

gave it force and 

power” -  

Joseph B. 

Strauss 

Letter from the President 

W ith 144 persons (including accompanying persons) attending the OIPEEC Conference 

in La Rochelle France.; the Conference was a success. The Mercure Hotel venue location and 

weather (25C and sunny) could not have been better. The delegates enjoyed a relaxing view 

of the harbor during session breaks or walks to dinner with colleagues right outside the hotel 

doors.  

Participants came from 24 different countries to hear 24 papers over 2 days of sessions, Most 

of the presentation topics were wire rope; however the fiber rope community’s involvement 

in OIPEEC is growing. Rope manufacturers were the largest group, with consultants, rope 

users and researchers also attending.  

OIPEEC is working to expand its membership to include more members from Asia. If you 

know of a colleague that can benefit from being a member, pass along the application. 

OIPEEC is making progress on both the website and 

the Bookstore with over 180 papers available for 

members. We are working to have most of the 600 

papers already published by OIPEEC to be availa-

ble by the end of the year. 

The Management Committee thanks all of you that 

took time from your busy schedules to attend the Conference and support OIPEEC. 

Check It Out! 

  The new OIPEEC Bookstore!  

  Search by Author 

  Search by Keyword 

            www.oipeec.org 
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Best Conference Paper Award 

C ongratulations to Mr. Stephane Pernot, 

LETSCAN for the Best Conference Paper 

Award. 

Stephane’s presentation covered the topic: 

“Wirelets for assessing the condition of ropes: a 

dive into magnetic signals.” 

L to R– Pernot, Verreet, Teissier 
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Management Committee Minutes 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Held on 4rd April 2017 at La Rochelle (Hotel Mercure) 

1/ The meeting opened with the greetings from the President at 14:00. 

2/ Apologies for absences were received from; Sayenga, Wehking, Dodd and Tytko. 

3/ Minutes from the last meeting were presented. Gilbert proposed and Buschmann seconded the motion that they be accepted. Motion carried unanimously. 

4/ Report of the President: 

The President reported that everything in the report would be covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

5/ Report of the Treasurer:  

The finances of OIPEEC are in good conditions. 

The year 2016 which was a year without conferences presents however a positive result of about 5 k€, mainly because there was no bulletin published. 

The net assets has increased from 74,867 k€ in the beginning of the year to 79,795 k€ at the end of the year. 

Putnam proposed and Buschmann seconded the motion that the Accounts for the year 2016 be accepted. Motion carried unanimously. 

For the year 2017, the results will be better thanks to the profits from the conference.  The budget for the year 2017 presents a positive result of 10 k€. 

Teissier proposed and Verreet seconded the motion that the Budget for the year 2017 be accepted. Motion carried unanimously. 

There are 100 members in the membership list. 10 of them have not paid the membership fees for 2016, and 54 have paid (at the present time) the member-

ship fees for 2017. We can assume that the effective number of members is about 80.  

The budget conservatively considers 15 k€, i.e. 75 members. 

6/ Report of the Editor:  

25 papers were selected for the conference. A big thank you to all the referees, assistance much appreciated. Some papers present a real challenge to edit and 
get into publishable format. 24 permission to publish documents received. Thanks to IFT for taking over the printing process. From the e-mails received I be-

lieve some ground rules for the presentation format should be laid down. 

The draft for the “Rope Manual” was submitted at the last meeting. No feedback has been sent. So members of the committee should be happy with this docu-

ment. The final version is available on a memory stick and was given to Gilbert. Payment needs to be done to the technical writer (R65 000, i.e. about 4 500 €) 

There are three potential papers for the journal (most not conforming to any of the requirements), plus lots of abstracts from Joanne Lerud-heck and  

Alon Ratner (ex Bridon). 

7/ Structure of the Management Committee:  

Ridge and Verreet have resigned from their position. 

Wehking has informed that he was OK to remain Vice President, but that he will not accept to become President at the end of the term. 

Finally the following list was established and will be presented to the next GA, tomorrow April 5. 

President: Teissier  Vice President:  Winter   Secretary: Dodd 

Treasurer: Gilbert  Editor:   Dohm 

MC Members: Buschmann Wehking   Huber  Lombardi    Pernot  Tytko  

Co Opted Members Putnam   Wang   Malinovsky 

The General Assembly will elect the President and also the members of the Management Committee. 

8/ Administrative points:  

Teissier reported that OIPEEC finally got the VAT exemption certificate. 

A copy of this document, including the certified translation into English was included in the file for each attendee of the meeting 

The new constitution will be submitted to the GA, tomorrow April 5 

A copy of this document, including the certified translation into French was included in the file for each attendee of the meeting. 
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Minutes continued 
Once this new constitution will be adopted by the GA, the official address of the Organization will be able to be transferred as decided during the MCM dated 

March 2016. 

The final version of the Copyright Agreement has been finalized. 

A copy of this document was included in the file for each attendee of the meeting. 

9/ Website / Bookstore:  

The bookstore is one of the main elements of the potential attractiveness of the OIPEEC. Thus our works must focus on that item.  

A trial version with a free access for everybody is online on the website. The accessible database includes only a limited number of papers. 

For the final version: 

+ The first page of each paper will be freely accessible to anybody (teaser). 

+ Access for downloading the paper will be limited to members only. 

+ ID number will be sent to every member (with membership fees up to date). 

+ Limitation of the number of papers downloadable by one person. Over a number (to be determined) a message will indicate “Please contact the administration”. 

+ A tag, added on each page of the pdf file, will indicate by whom the file has been downloaded and will also specify that the document can’t be copied and/or 

reproduced. 

+ The papers will be available individually (the proceedings of the conferences will be split). 

All the papers will be available. The papers only available on the printed versions of the bulletin, or of the conference proceedings will be scanned. 

The files will be collected in one place. A copy will be stored in another place for safety. 

All the archives of the OIPEEC (bulletin, conference proceedings) are stored at IFT. 

Winter will create a list of all these items and get a price from the scanning and the creation of pdf files for each of these papers. 

10/ Honorary members:  

Ridge has resigned from her position as member of the management committee because she is currently too busy with her works. 

She has been the editor of the OIPEEC for 20 years; she also has been Vice President and President of the OIPEEC. 

During all these years she produced an incredible amount of work that has been very profitable for the OIPEEC.  

So the MC proposed to elect Ridge to the position of honorary member. 

Buschmann proposed and Gilbert seconded, the motion that Ridge be elected as Honorary member. Motion carried unanimously. 

Verreet has resigned from his position as member of the management committee. 

He has been Secretary, Vice President and President of the OIPEEC. 

During all these years his contribution to OIPEEC, the works that he produced have been of a great importance for the organization as well as for the rope com-

munity. So the MC proposed to elect Verreet to the position of honorary member. 

Gilbert proposed and Buschmann seconded, the motion that Verreet be elected as Honorary member. Motion carried unanimously. 

11/ Matter arising from the last MCM 

The paper by IFT of the presentation of the Offshore working group is attached. 

Other items were not discussed due to lack of time because of the preparation of the conference, and will be discussed during the next MCM. 

12/ Date of the next meeting 

The next meeting will take place October 11, 2017 in Lyon, in the same place as the OITAF meeting which is planned October 12. 

The meeting was closed at 18H00 

Following discussions that took place after the meeting, the next MCM will finally take place October 11, 2017 in Paris (Gare de Lyon). The persons who will 

take part in the OITAF's meeting the next day will easily get a train after our meeting. 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 
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    Gala Dinner Thursday, April 6th  

OIPEEC attendees enjoying conversations with friends and colleagues       

during the gala dinner with music by local band ORACASSE 
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L'Hermione stands 

for the most 

concrete and most 

symbolic vector 

and conveyor in the 

secret mission La 

Fayette was 

entrusted with by 

the King of France.  

  Hermione 

Block 

OIPEEC Excursion 

O  n April 7 th we closed the general assembly with  a 

technical and cultural  excursion that included, the visit 

of a rope factory established in 1666 ! We also had  

access to the upper decks of the replica of the           

Hermione frigate. The Marquis de La Fayette embarked 

on the original Hermione in 1780 for a trip to America.  

Photos courtesy of Richard Chaplin and Jean Marc Teissier  
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Organization 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

 

 

 

“The pessimist 

sees difficulty in 

every opportunity. 

The optimist sees 

the opportunity in 

every difficulty.” 

- Winston 

Churchill 

We are looking to add new pictures to the 
OIPEEC website! 

Do you have pictures of rope being used in 
the field (wire / synthetic) to send? 

Email to: administrative@oipeec.org 

(please be sure to note any photo credits) 

Thank You for your Consideration! 

View of La 

Rochelle / 

Rochefort 
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