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Mill weaves its magic to create shukas and raise cash for African children
BY KIERAN BEATTIE

The oldest woolmill in
Scotland has created a
limited run of traditional
African shawls to support
a charity that gives hope
to some of the poorest
children in Tanzania.

The Moray-based char-
ity Busega Scotland has
teamed up with the
Knockando Woolmill to
weave 40 shukas, all de-
signed by children living
in one of the homes it
helps to fund.

Incorporating colours in-
spired by the environment
of the African country, as
well as the Scottish and
Tanzanian flags, they are

thought to be the only
woollen shukas in the
world. All profits from the
shawls will go towards pay-
ing for the day to day
health, education and care
of youngsters supported by

Busega Scotland. John Car-
ney, the chairman of the
board of trustees of the
charity, said he hopes those
that purchase the shukas
will let him know where
they came from, so that he
can show the youngsters at
the home in Tanzania that

their designs have gone all
around the world.

He said: “These shukas
are as synonymous with
Africa as kilts are with
Scotland, and because
they’re both plaid, we
thought it would be a nat-
ural fit. The children
worked very hard to cre-
ate their designs, and
once we took them back
to Moray, the staff at
Knockando used them to
inspire the design.

“We’ve had a good look
around, and as far as we
can tell, these are the only
shukas made of wool
we’ve ever come across, so
they’re a really unique
product that will help to
make a huge difference
for the kids.”

CHARITY

“The children
worked very
hard to create
their designs”

WELL PLAID: The material being used for the African shuka shawls is produced at the woolmill

Parking plans as city ready to welcome visitors
Parking advice has been
issued as Inverness pre-
pares to be swamped by
visitors for a trio of events
in the city this weekend.

More than 20,000 peo-
ple are expected to flock
to the Bught Park area for
the Highland Games, a
Bryan Adams concert and
Inverness Gala.

Fears have already been
expressed that the influx
of people could cause
parking problems.

Yesterday, bosses at the
Eastgate shopping centre
warned people not to use
the mall’s original car
park, as it closes at 7pm
and does not reopen until
8am. However, they said
the Falcon Car Park, ac-
cessible from Milburn

Road by taking a right-
hand turn after Morrisons
supermarket, will be open
until midnight, and has
700 spaces. Highland

Council has also recom-
mended people use the
two car parks at Rose
Street, another at
Strothers Lane, and the

local authority’s car park
at its headquarters.

Disabled drivers and lo-
cal residents will be pri-
oritised for the events.
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Elderly
Munro
climber
airlifted
An elderly climber was
airlifted off a Munro in
the West Highlands yes-
terday afternoon.

The man in his 70s
had fallen on Garbh
Chioch Mhor in Glen-
dessarry, near Loch
Morar.

He was taken off the
mounta in by crew
on the Coastguard
search and rescue heli-
copter based in Inver-
ness and flown to hospi-
tal.

A police spokesman
said: “We received a call
just after 1.30pm to say a
maninhis70shadfallen
on Garbh Chioch Mhor.

“He was not seriously
injured but was unable
to make his own way off
the mountain.

“The Inverness search
and rescue helicopter
w a s c a l l e d i n a n d
airlifted him to safety.

“He was then flown to
Raigmore Hospital in
Inverness.”

Garbh Chioch Mhor,
which is a rough and
rocky ridge on the
edge o f Knoydar t ,
Lochaber, isdescribedas
being one of Scotland’s
best Munros – moun-
tains over 3,000 feet
high.

EMERGENCYDrum tutor
sent sex texts
and hurled
table at pupil

A Highland drum tutor has
been fined £1,200 for as-
saulting a former pupil
with a table and sending
sexually inappropriate
tex t s to a woman in
Moray.

John Moneagle, 62, of
CroilaRoad,Kingussie,was
found guilty of the two
charges in a trial at Elgin
Sheriff Court.

On one count, Moneagle
behaved in a threatening
and abusive manner likely
to cause a reasonable per-
son to suffer fear or alarm,
by uttering sexually inap-
propriate remarks through
repeated text messages to
the woman in Dufftown on
June 27, 2014.

He also assaulted a for-
mer drumming pupil by
throwing a table at him at

the Royal British Legion in
the town’s Balvenie Street,
between March 1 and 31 in
2014.

Moneagle was a tutor
who was helping Dufftown

pipe band at the time of the
offences, but gave this up
when the allegations came
to light in 2016.

In delivering her sen-
tence yesterday Sheriff
Olga Pasportnikov said:
“What may have been ac-
ceptable back then is not
now.”

Moneagle appeared for

sentencing at Elgin Sheriff
Court yesterday after a trial
which tookplaceover three
days spread over several
months due to a number of
adjournments.

He was found not guilty
of another sexual assault
charge, and a charge of
common assault was not
proven.

Moneagle’s defence so-
licitor, Ian Cruickshank,
said yesterday during his
plea in mitigation that his
client’s social work reports
concluded he was a “low
risk offender” and that it
was deemed unnecessary
forhimtoparticipate inrel-
evant programmes.

He also highlighted that
the relevant text conversa-
tion took place in 2014 and
that, since then, both par-
ties had ongoing direct and
electronic communication.

Mr Cruickshank also
said the text conversation
had been a two-way ex-
change and remarks in-
cluding sexual innuendo
had come from the com-
plainer also. Moneagle

had no previous convic-
tions.

He had once been a
drum sergeant in the Tay-
side Police Pipe Band, and
was the leading drummer
of the Grade 3B Badenoch

and Strathspey Pipe Band
for several years.

It is thought he also
taught in the US, Canada,
FranceandSpainand led19
bands to wins at champi-
onships across the globe.

SEX TEXTS: John Moneagle, of Kingussie, had denied the offences

Court: Globally-successful teacher
handed fine after being found guilty
BY JAMIE MCKENZIE

“What may
have been
acceptable
back then is
not now”


