
6 NEWS THE PRESS AND JOURNAL
Friday, April 8, 2016

THE PRESS AND JOURNAL
Friday, April 8, 2016 NEWS 7

Married
stalker
fined
£2,000
A married man who
stalked a stranger for al-
most three years has
been banned from con-
tacting her and fined
£2,000.

George Mackay previ-
ously admitted stalking
Donna Sutherland be-
tween August 29, 2012
and September 18, 2015
in Dingwall and Balin-
tore.

Inverness Sheriff
Court previously heard
the 65-year-old had en-
countered the seasonal
chef while she was
working at a hotel in In-
vergordon, and began
contacting her.

FiscaldeputeMichelle
Molley told the court:
“He was a patron there
but she does not know
who he is, had never
spoken to him and says
there was no relation-
ship.

“When she got a job at
the National Hotel in
Dingwall he managed to
obtain her phone num-
ber without her knowl-

edge and repeatedly
called her.

“The calls were mostly
ignored and he would
leave messages for her,
requesting that he meet
her for a coffee.

“On one occasion
when she left her work
at the National Hotel, he
was in his pick-up in the
car park and followed
her in her car.

“She drove round the
one way system before
stopping in a busy car
park and telling him to
leave her alone.”

Whenshemoved jobs,
Mackay, of The Cottage,
Barbaraville, near Inver-
gordon, still followed
her home.

Yesterday, Sheriff
Margaret Neilson im-
posedanon-harassment
order on Mackay.

HisdefenceagentNeil
Wilson told the court
“He is married and his
wife is in court and is
standing by him. He had
no idea his attentions
were unwelcome and he
has learnt his lesson.”

“In his pick-up
in the car park
and followed
her in her car”

COURTMoray
woolmill
awarded
top EU
accolade
Knockando: Just four
UK projects honoured
BY KIERAN BEATTIE

The trust which helps to
preserve a historic Moray
woolmill, which has been
spinning and weaving for
more than 200 years, has
received a prestigious
award from the European
Commission.

TheKnockandoWoolmill
Trust is one of just four pro-

jects across the UK to re-
ceive a European Union
Prize for Cultural Heritage
and Europa Nostra Award
for its work in preserving
the region’s history.

With earliest records of
the Aberlour mill stretch-
ing as far back as 1748, the
site has been passed
through generation upon
generation of Moray fami-

lies. The European Com-
mission jury granted the
site’s charitable trust the
award for its work in rais-
ing £3.5million to restore

the mill’s A-listed buildings
and traditional machinery.

Open to the public, the
mill still creates woven fab-
ric as it has done for 200
years.

The jury said: “The
Knockando Woolmill is
special due to its unbroken
production of textiles over
the last 200 years. This is
exceptional in Europe and
the survival of this type of
production is rare.

“Though it is a local en-
deavour and is linked very
much to its regional iden-
tity, the woolmill’s produc-
tion of high-quality textiles
to a growing global market
makes it an internationally
significant endeavour.

“Its very survival in to-
day’s globalised world is
deserving of European, if
not international, recogni-
tion.”

Aswellasavisitorcentre,
the Knockando mill also
has a workshop to educate
young people in traditional
crafts.

OLD SKILLS: Weaver and former owner of the Knockando Wool Mill, Hugh Jones, at work on the loom. Photograph: Sandy McCook

The jury said: “The com-
munity involvement, the
generation of new employ-
mentopportunitiesandthe
attraction of visitors to this
relatively remoteregion isa
wonderful example for
comparable locations
throughout Europe.”

A spokeswoman for the
mill said the trust was de-

lighted to receive “Europe’s
highest honour in the her-
itage field”.

The spokeswoman said:
“This prestigious award re-
flects extremely well on ev-
eryone involved. We all
knew it was a special pro-
ject and it is fantastic that it
has received such wide-
spread acclaim.”

The mill, which lies just
north of Ballindalloch, cur-
rently sells its products
around the world through
the internet, and welcomes
thousands of visitors
through its doors every
year.

For more information
visit www.knockando
woolmill.co.uk

Knockando Woolmill has been spinning and weaving for more than 200 years

Funeral of murdered mechanic

The funeral of a north-east
mechanic who was mur-
dered in his own home will
take place next week.

Brian McKandie, 67, was
found dead on March 12 in
his rural home a few miles
north of Rothienorman af-
ter he was violently killed
with a heavy weapon.

A memorial service for

the pensioner will take
p lace on Apr i l 13 in
Auchterless Parish Church
at 11am, with all friends re-
spectfully invited.

Mr McKandie’s family
haverequestedfamily flow-
ers only, however dona-
tions to Cancer Research
may be made in lieu of flo-
ral tributes.

A wel l -known face
around the community, Mr
McKandie was self-em-

ployed as a mechanic and
handyman.

He was last seen alive on
March 11 at his local bank
in Turriff, where he was
spotted on CCTV footage in
the afternoon.

On the way home from
thebank, thepensionervis-
ited a garage which had
links to his business, and
then spoke to a friend be-
fore heading off to his bun-
galow. Less than 24 hours

later, he was found dead.
Police have carried out ex-
tensive searches and in-
quiries around Rothienor-
man and beyond.

N o b o d y h a s b e e n
charged in relation to the
murder so far, but police
are still keen to speak to
two pairs of men seen out-
side his property at various
points on March 11. Any in-
formation about the mur-
der to police on 101.

TRIBUTE

HUNT FOR CLUES: Police forensic officers at work in Kintail Court, Inverness, following the killing of 60-year-old mother-of-one Liz Mackay in her home

Frail murder suspect helped
into court to face charge
Trial: Pensioner Michael Taylor unsteady on his feet and required support
A frail pensioner has ap-
peared in court accused of
murdering a woman in her
Inverness home.

Michael Taylor had to be
helped into InvernessSher-
iff Court to face the charge
of killing Liz Mackay at her
home in the Hilton area of
the city nearly a week ago.

The 70-year-old made no
plea or declaration during
thebriefprivatehearing,and
was remanded in custody.

His appearance came as
police released the first im-
age of tragic Ms Mackay,

60, who was found in her
kitchen by two friends last
Thursday.

Taylor, who is from In-
verness,will return tocourt
next week for a second pri-
vate hearing.

The pensioner, repre-
sented by solicitor John
MacColl, was taken to Bur-
nett Road police station in
the Highland capital for
questioning on Tuesday af-
ternoon and was later
charged.

Wearing a blue T-shirt
and grey jogging bottoms,

he was yesterday driven
from local police cells to In-
verness Castle by the G4S
security company.

He emerged from the
van unsteady on his feet
and told a security officer
he was worried about trip-
pingonthefewstepsdown,
so the officer kept a tight
grip of him. He was then
guided through the red
metal door to the court cell
block, where he remained
for several hours before be-
ing taken into court to face
Sheriff Margaret Neilson.

Meanwhile, Ms Mackay’s
family yesterday issued a
photograph of her, despite
the fact she had lost contact
with her relatives years ago.

The mother-of-one has

been described as “a very
private woman, a bit of a
loner” but as someone
“who wouldn’t hurt a fly”.

Her ex-husband Terence
Muir lives in Bournemouth
and he said he was “devas-
tated” by her death.

Detectives launched a
murder hunt after she was
found at her home in Kin-
tailCourt,whenher friends
made a “spur of the mo-
ment” visit.

Police sealed off the
property and erected a
large tent in the front gar-
den as forensic officers ex-
amined the scene and tried
to piece together what had
happened.

Officers also stepped up
patrols in the area and
trawled through hours of
CCTV footage.

Ms MacKay moved into
her home eight years ago,
andwasoneof the first ten-
ants to live in the council
house – dubbed the “house
of horrors” by neighbours –
after Brian Grant, who
murdered hairdresser
Ilene O’Connor and then
buried her in the garden a
decade ago.

He was jailed for a min-
imum of 14 years.

“Will return to
court next week
for a second
private hearing”

Costly pier project facing the chop

A plan to spend £300,000
on a “tilting pier” artwork
on the banks of the River
Ness is to be sunk, the Press
and Journal understands.

Confirmation is expected

at a meeting next week that
it has been axed just days
after Highland Council
shelved a plan to blow
£500,000 of public money
sprucing up the city mu-
seum and art gallery by
coating the buildings in
gold aluminium. A recent

public consultation on the
pier and other new art-
works costing a total of
£760,000 has apparently
been damning.

Ken Gowans, chairman
o f t h e c o u n c i l ’ s a u-
tonomous Inverness City
Arts Working Group which

will decide the fate of the
pier project, told the P&J:
“It’s a very difficult time to
try and justify public art.

“I fully appreciate how
some people think about it.
I can give them an absolute
assurancethey’reviewswill
be fully considered.”

COUNCIL

Artists impression of the proposed ‘tilting pier’
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