
Preface

It is my pleasant duty to introduce the selected proceedings of the Eleventh International 
Conference of the Dutch-Flemish Society for Music Theory (20-22 February 2009). 
This conference was held at the University of Leuven, in collaboration with the local 
Department of Musicology. It was the tenth anniversary of the Dutch-Flemish Society for 
Music Theory, and the conference theme was well chosen, with a reference to the lapse of 
years: ‘Time, Temporality, and Proportions’. This theme also provided an opportunity for 
the hosting department to present the latest work of its New Music Research Group, led 
by Mark Delaere. On invitation of the conference committee, the members of this group 
had prepared a special session under the title ‘Tempo and Time in Contemporary Music’, 
with papers on the music of Elliott Carter, Gottfried Michael Koenig, John Cage, and 
Harrison Birtwistle. Furthermore, four internationally acclaimed music scholars had been 
invited to deliver a keynote lecture: Dorit Tanay (University of Tel Aviv), Gianmario Borio 
(Università di Pavia), James Hepokoski (Yale University), and Joseph Straus (Graduate 
Center – City University of New York). The call for papers resulted in a large number of 
submissions from all over the world, making it possible to arrange a program of two days 
and a half with no less than 28 time-slots devoted to many different types of music and 
many different branches of music research. 

It was a challenging task to select only eight papers from such a richly filled program, and 
I was happy that I could do this in consultation with Pieter Bergé, Barbara Bleij, Harm 
Langenkamp, Ruurd Salverda, Barbara Titus, and Steven Vande Moortele. Our selection 
includes two keynote lectures (Dorit Tanay and James Hepokoski) and one paper from 
the session of the Leuven New Music Research Group (Jochem Valkenburg). These and 
the other five papers were chosen so as to reflect the historical and theoretical breadth of 
this conference. I hope that these selected proceedings provide a fitting memory of a great 
event for which we have to thank the host, Pieter Bergé, and his excellent team of local 
officers: Klaas Coulembier, Rebecca Diependaele, and Maarten Quanten.

Michiel Schuijer
Editor in Chief, Dutch Jounal of Music Theory
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