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Introduction To Casting and Jigging For Tuna 
 

It’s hard to imagine a fishery that is more exhilarating than “jigging and popping” for Bluefin tuna. There’s a lot of 

preparation, a lot of weather cancellations, early mornings and more than a few skunkings, but when your plan, 

weather, preparation and clear calendar all come together and you find a hot bite, it’s pretty awesome! (I am 

understating here!!!) Despite the large fish and all the drama, casting and jigging for tuna is pretty simple as a 

practice.  

 

To get started, you need the right boat, a couple of appropriate outfits and a relatively small assortment of leaders, 

terminal connecting and lures that would fit in a large backpack. In fact, I think the Spartan nature of jigging and 

casting to Bluefin tuna is a real factor as to why jigging and casting to Bluefin tuna has seen a huge spike in 

popularity over the years. Preparing for a jigging or casting trip for Bluefin tuna takes a fraction of the time of 

putting a trolling spread together or sourcing bait. 

 

That said, I am certain the main reason, at least here on Cape Cod where we have lots of choices, is the fact that it 

is often the most effective method. Without the limitations of a trolling spread, you are far more tactical. You can 

search out fish more quickly and easily and when you do find them, you are able to respond as quickly as the boat 

can pop onto plane. If you mark a fish on the finder, you can stop and drop. If you see fish breaking, you can 

charge over!  

 

The above reasons are how and why people get started. The adrenaline rush of having everything come together 

and witnessing these beasts in action, hooking up, often ending with heartbreak and occasionally ending in victory, 

is how people get addicted to the sport. The joy of jigging and casting for Bluefin tuna is as much about the 

anticipation as it is with the fish boat side.  

 

This guide will walk you through how I interpret best practices for chasing these fish on light tackle. (At least 

compared to the fish size!) 

 

Captain Mike Hogan 

Owner, Hogy lures 

Publisher, SaltyCape.com 

Info@hogylures.com 
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Gear: Jigging and Casting Outfit Tips #206 
 

I will often switch back and forth between casting and jigging throughout the day but if I were limited to bringing 

only two rods, I would bring one jigging and one casting outfit. I feel very strongly that multiple outfits rigged and 

ready to go will up your catching count. For starters, there are so many different situations on the water that anglers 

encounter. I may switch from top water casting to sub surface to fast jigging to slow jigging, all over the course of 

an hour. 

 

If you think about it, a versatile angler uses a rod, reel and lure collection the same way a golfer uses a bag full golf 

clubs. A driver is a driver, an iron is an iron and a putter is a putter. Each club category has its own set of 

responsibilities from the longest game to the shortest game and furthermore.  

 

I grew up trolling for tuna and I am not comfortable without at least eight set-ups when I leave the dock. With this 

collection, I have a rod rigged for every casting and jigging method described in this section. Sometimes, you only 

have one 30 second widow for the whole day over 100+ miles of cruising. A successful angler has every situation 

prepared and the right outfit at an arm’s length. 

 

Some Tips on Readying for a Successful Day of Jigging and Casting 
 

• Start Fresh: I rig up each of these outfits the night before heading out with fresh leaders and newly 

inspected lures.  

• Variety of Colors: You’ll notice the variation of colors, lengths, weights and even leader size on my 

outfits. This collection has a selection for every situation.  

• Variety of Leaders: Big leaders for big fish, small leaders for smaller or more finicky fish. I have a 

variety of sizes on my rod collection plus plenty of extras on board. 

• Variety of Colors:  Who can see the whole line up of baitfish in a single trip? I bring greens for 

mackerel, bones, silvers, violets and blues for half beaks, butterfish and herring. Olives for sand eels and 

pinks for squid and as an attractor color. 

• Variety of Lure Types: I have a variety of lure types; top water plugs, mid-level Hogy Epoxy Jig 

Lures, unweighted soft plastics and deep and mid-level soft plastics and metals. 

• Ready To Swap: Now just because I leave for a trip with the combinations doesn’t mean I’ll return to 

the dock with the same rigging. I fish with a progressive system. I will start slowly and swap out lures as 

one starts to work better than others or if I identify specific bait patterns and fish sizes. If one lure is super 

hot, I might even switch them all over to serve as quick replacements for break-offs. I bring even numbers 

of every lure so I am ready for a run on one color. 

 

Captain Mike’s  “Golf Club” Collection: 
 

Casting Rod 1: 4oz 7” Hogy Green Slider rigged 

on 100lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Casting Rod 2: 6oz 7” Hogy Blue Slider rigged on 

130lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Casting Rod 3: 5oz 6.5” Hogy Bone Pro Tail 

rigged on 100lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Casting Rod 4: 4oz 9” Hogy Olive Harness Jig 

rigged on 100lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Jigging Rod 1: 9” 6oz Hogy Silver Harness Eel 

rigged on 100lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Jigging Rod 2: 5oz 6.5” Bone Hogy Pro Tail  

Paddle rigged on 100lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Jigging Rod 3: 9” 9oz Hogy Harness Pro Tail 

Paddle rigged on 130lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Jigging Rod 4: 9” 6oz Hogy Harness eel Olive 

rigged on 130lb test fluorocarbon leader. 

Hybrid 60/60: A medium length outfit with 60lb 

test braid and 60lb flouro rigged with 5.5” Hogy Pro 

Tail Paddle, 3oz Bone. 
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Gear: Line, Leaders and Terminal Connections For Jigging 

and Casting Tuna #201 
 

The only real difference between tuna jigging and casting lures, and striper casting and jigging lures is the 

size of the outfits, the heaviness of the leaders and the strength of the lure components. The lures 

themselves are not all that different in size.  

 

• Braided Line: You have two choices with braid: hollow core and traditional solid style. For my 

reels 18000 and above, I use hollow core and since braid is very expensive and will last multiple 

seasons, I am pretty consistent with my sizing. 100lb on my 18000 and 130lb on my 20000 sized 

reel. I like hollow core because you can have a spliced loop that is strong and smooth but also has 

minimal drag going through the guides while casting or if under strain with a big fish. The loop 

will allow you to simply and quickly change pre-made wind-on leaders. Your local shop can put a 

braid in your line for you if you don’t know how or have the time. If you break off your loop 

while fishing, you can create a new loop with a Bimini hitch or the faster and easier Spider hitch, 

which isn’t quite as strong. (TIP: I reverse the line on a spool after a season. Your shop can do this 

for you.) 

 

• Leader Material: Some anglers use mono leaders for casting and jigging and in addition to the 

huge cost savings, there are some advantages. 1) Mono is softer and suppler. That means it will 

take less memory set than fluorocarbon and that is not worth it as heavy fluorocarbon leader can 

sometimes act like a slinky on your reel. 2) Mono has some stretch, given its shock-absorbing 

characteristics and connections hold better when there’s a lot of pressure at boat side. 3) It crimps 

better than fluorocarbon leader. It’s more forgiving. THAT BEING SAID, I personally use 

fluorocarbon leader 100% of the time for the simple reason that it is less visible underwater. Tuna 

have such keen eyesight and I believe that mono over fluoro would trade in a number of those 

single fish days to skunky days. I’ll live with the headaches. TIP: Fluoro gets dirty. Keep alcohol 

wipes and wipe them throughout the day. I also replace my fluorocarbon leaders after every trip, 

even on fishless days. A simple teeny, impossible-to-see-by-the-naked-eye, nick in the line will 

hold light and lose its stealth. There are a number of knots you can use to tie leader directly to 

braid. Some of them are fascinating and ultra-slick through the guides, giving you extra casting 

distance, but I prefer the ease and convenience of a loop-to-loop connection of a wind-on leader. I 

figure I will have more fishing time if I can put a new leader on in a quarter of the time. 

 

• Leader Size: With tuna, the lighter the fluorocarbon, the more likely you will be to get bit. 

Unfortunately, practicality often gets in the way of the fun and you have to live with fewer bites 

but more landed. For Bluefin likely to be over 100lbs, I use 100lb leader for casting and 130lb 

leader for jigging. For smaller, school sized fish, my default is 80lb but I carry 60lb for 

problematic days when the fish are being super picky.  

 

• Leader Length: The longer the leader, the better as tuna do not like seeing the braid to fluoro 

connection. But it is difficult to cast, therefore I make casting leaders much shorter. My default 

casting leader is 12’ whereas my jigging leader is 30’ or 40’, especially on conventional reels. You 

also need extra leader for jigging because the presentation is entirely different. There is far more 

line in the water in contrast to the water around it. With a casted leader, only a small percentage of 

the line might be visible on the surface. 

 

• Terminal Connection: My general rule of thumb is that I tie direct with a loop knot at 60lb test 

and below, and crimp the line above. 80lb can really go both ways and I will crimp it if I feel I 

need the chafing gear. 100lb and above is crimped all the way. In most cases, I will crimp with ½” 

chafe gear to a 220lb swivel and attach a similarly sized split ring to the swivel. This is the best 

way as the swivel will minimize torque on the connection during a battle. The split ring gives 

added abrasion resistance and easy lure changes. 
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Gear: Hogy Tuna Casting And Jigging Collection #202 
 

“At Hogy, I am surrounded by and work with some of the best anglers I have met every day. We are all 

anglers here at Hogy and we all take our gear very seriously, especially lures that have our name on them. 

We critique, analyze, tweak, re-tweak and most importantly, believe in our gear that we use every time 

we’re on the water. We have great pride in this collection for jigging and casting to tuna. We are obsessed 

with always making something better, easier to use, heavier, lighter or whatever “if only they made a...” 

takes us. We have been tweaking these lures for years and I believe in my heart it’s evident when you use 

any one of these products.” – Captain Mike 

 

The Hogy Lure Platform 
 

Systematic Approach: At Hogy, we are huge believers in systems and our tuna jigging and casting 

collection are consistent with our MACRO approach to how we understand, approach and present to tuna. 

Everything in our arsenal has a place and is adaptable for a multitude of situations. 

 

Match The Hatch: We match the hatch in size, profile and color. Pretty much every possible baitfish is 

represented here to include: squid, half beaks, sand eels, half beaks, herring, mackerel and butterfish.  

 

Simple:  We also believe in simplicity. Simplicity = flexibility in fishing. Our simple designs allow great 

flexibility to adapt to every possible situation you may encounter, often without even changing the lure. 

 

Water Column: We address all levels of the water column and our simple shapes and sizes allow for a 

multitude of retrieves and methods without changing lures.  

 

Speeds: We are painfully aware of how moody tuna are. Like a set of golf clubs, each lure in our line-up 

has its place. Some lures are fished slowly, others so fast they skip across the surface like a fleeing baitfish. 

 

Durability: Our lures are designed to be fished right out of the package, and rigged the same way our pro-

staffers would fish them. After all, they’re the same guys who told us what hooks to use.  

 

Hogy Charter Grade Sliders 
 

 

• Our surface plugs are designed for mimicking large 

baits such as herring, mackerel and half beaks. 

They’re great for casting to breaking fish and blind 

casting. Like all of our “tuna grade” products, the Hogy Slider has an oversized thru-wire system for 

strength. Each slider is carefully balanced and finished with multiple coats for the ultimate finish. The 

Hogy Slider comes pre-rigged and ready to be fished the way a serious angler would with ultra-top-shelf 

CMC Tropic Star belly hook and an Inline single for the tail hook, hence the name, charter grade. 

The Hogy Epoxy Jig® Lure 

 

• The Hogy Epoxy Jig® Lure leads the hot albie market 

with smaller versions of this tuna-grade edition. The Hogy Tuna Grade Epoxy Jig® Lure is thru-wired 

and features the ultra-strong, and ultra-sharp VMC Tropic Star Hook. The Hogy Tuna Epoxy Jig® Lure 

can be fished on top, subsurface or in a drop and reel pattern. They are also effective on a slow drop - slow 

jig and a twitchy presentation. BUT: The Epoxy Jig® Lureis most famous for its status as the KING OF 

THE SKIPPY RETREIVE which simulates a fleeing baitfish skipping on the water. 
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Harness Jig Eels 

 

 

• It’s hard to beat this shape and profile as a sand eel 

imitation. The Hogy Harness Jig has an airbrushed head, 6X Strong harness system suitable for giant tuna 

and HDUV infused tails. They come in all colors but bone. Silver, green and olive are the main players. 

The tails on these things are so soft, they are incredibly effective with no action imparted by an angler at 

all.  

 

Hogy Pro Tail Jigs 

 

• This series was designed to imitate the larger baitfish that can 

be found offshore such as mackerel, bluefish and bottom 

dwellers such as mud hake and small cod. These lures feature 

imitative paint jobs and a big game harness system designed to handle giants on bent-butt class 

conventional rods. Internally, they feature the signature Hogy Harness system, beefed up with an even 

larger southern style Tuna Hook.  

 

 

Classic Hogy Pro Tail Paddles 

 

 

• Both the 5.5” and 6.5” sizes feature tuna grade hooks. 3oz and 

4oz versions are most popular for casting. The larger 5 and 6oz 

versions can be cast on heavy gear, jigged and trolled. Hogy 

Pro Tails are great for imitating herring, butterfish, mackerel and other medium size bait fish. This bait is 

especially unique in that it presents a small offering that imitates small and medium sized baitfish, has 

enough weight to cast on heavy gear and gets down deep in heavy currents. The same length baits come in 

a variety of weights making this series perhaps the most versatile lure on the market.  

 

 

Sand Eel Jigs 

 

 

• The 3.5oz and 4.5oz sizes are great for casting, allowing any 

angler the advantage of great distance. The narrow and 

balanced silhouette enables a shallow retrieve and will flutter 

on the drop. The larger 6.5oz and 8.5oz  versions are suited for 

jigging, and will have a fast sink rate. They can be jigged fast or slowly 

 

Herring Jigs (Inline and Assist) 

 

• Herring Jigs are a go-to, long-range casting bait when imitating 

small baitfish such as juvenile herring and butterfish. They can be vertically jigged with an assist hook, 

they have a natural flutter on the drop and sink more slowly than the sand eel above and they can be jigged 

fast or slow. 
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Gear: Harpoons and Gaffs for Tuna #203 
 

I keep my landing arsenal pretty simple. 

 

Gaffs: I carry 2 Gaffs. The first is a 60” gaff that is my primary gaff. I know a lot of anglers prefer a 6’ gaff so they 

get extended reach but I prefer the shorter gaffs. For starters, I prefer getting closer to the fish to ensure a nice clean 

head shot so that I do not damage the meat. The second reason, and really the more important one as far as I am 

concerned is that it is much easier to deal with around the boat when not using it and also when landing the fish. 

You have less pole flying around batting at your crew when you are landing the fish. I carry the second 48” gaff for 

help with a large fish once it is gaffed. 

 

Harpoon: I carry a Poon Harpoon 

that I have had since 2008. I have 

mine rigged with 100’ of 3/8” ¼” 

nylon rope. I am not targeting fish 

over 300lbs with casting and 

jigging gear so that amount of rope 

is ok. If targeting larger fish, you 

may want to carry as much as 300’ 

of line. 

 

Gifted to Capt. Mike Hogan over 

10-years ago by the late founder 

and president of Poon Harpoons, 

Kevin Glynn, this harpoon has 

lasted over a decade in the hands of 

experienced anglers and the bodies 

of big game fish like Bluefin tuna 

and Swordfish.  

 

Upon purchase on the Poon Harpoon website, the kit includes the harpoon itself, a rigged thru-wire and spliced 

running line, the harpoon dart and a polyball, all which need to assembled before use, which can be made simply 

via Capt. Mike’s detailed instructions.  

 

“The base of the harpoon is two, 4-foot shafts, so it’s about 8-feet and there is a connector piece,” Capt. Mike said. 

“Then the head and the shank will make overall length about 10-feet.” 

 

The assembly itself should only take a few minutes. 

 

Step One: Assemble the two, 4-foot shafts to make it one 8-foot section. You have two pieces and a connector 

piece. With the connector piece, slide it into one end and screw it in. Because the sides are interchangeable, it 

doesn’t matter which side it’s screwed in to. Now you will have the main part of the harpoon.  

 

Step Two: Insert the head of the harpoon into the shaft. Again, everything is interchangeable so it doesn’t matter 

which end of the harpoon is used.  

 

Step Three: Insert the shank into the head of the harpoon. It’s nicely threaded and there is a flat end on it to make 

it easier to screw it in with your fingers.  

 

Step Four: Place the butt cap on the opposite end of the harpoon. This is important because it has a stainless steel 

marine-grade carabiner and this is what’s going to connect to the running line once it’s connected to the fish.  

 

Now you have a rigged harpoon ready for the dart and running line.  

 

The standard-issue kit comes with a pre-rigged basket with everything you need. The buoy balls will need to be 

inflated but any standard pump you have at home will work well. They cost roughly $15.00 at your local 
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department store if you don’t have one on hand already. The original poon kit comes with a wire-rigged dart, which 

is the traditional, standard issue, classic way. Although, some folks do prefer to tie their own dart. The running line 

comes pre-spliced at 200-feet and ready to threat on to the harpoon dart.  

 

Step Five: Place the harpoon dart (lily) on the tip of the shank. 

 

Step Six: To keep it running nice and secure, use electrical tape to keep the line running smoothly along the 

harpoon shaft. You want the tape to be secured snug and firm but not overly strong because you want the electrical 

tape to break away if you need it to. It should be connected in three places; the front, the middle and the end. This 

is designed to break off if you need it to.  

 

Step Seven: Run the line through the carabiner so that when you throw the harpoon, it will be permanently 

attached to the running line. 

 

Step Eight: Prepare your basket by making sure your running line is coiled loosely over itself so it can exit the 

basket very quickly without a tangle and also make sure your buoy ball it attached and ready to go.  

 

“One little tip I would like to 

add when managing a 10-foot 

long pole in your cockpit,” 

Capt. Mike said. “I like to 

have some vertical rod 

holders for safe storage and I 

like to have the harpoon 

ready to go so you’re not 

worrying about setting it up 

when a fish is coming near 

the boat.” 

 

Step Nine: Throw the 

harpoon.  

 

“Because I am a righty, I am 

going to base the rod with my 

left hand and throw with my right,” Capt. Mike said.  

 

Keep a finger or two on the butt end of the shaft, aim until you see color and finally, accommodate for light 

refraction. The fish is going to appear further up in the water column than it really is, so whatever you think your 

target might be, accommodate it by aiming down a little bit.  

 

Finally, let your right hand control the throw and your left hand to make sure you are controlled, balanced and 

ready to go!  
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SECTION II: 
BAITFISH 
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Gear: Bluefin Tuna Favorite Baits and What Lures to Use #205 
 

Sea Herring: Big schools of herring are the ultimate score. Tuna go nuts for herring and the 

surface can look whitewashed when the feed is on. Not only are herring great because they drive 

tuna crazy, but they often call in lots of birds to, making it easier to spot the food chain. Bone, 

blue, black and silver are go-to colors. If Bluefin are busting on herring, lure selection isn’t always 

that critical. You will mark herring on all levels of the water column.  

• Top Colors: 1st Choice: Blue 2nd Choice: Bone 

• Lure Selection:  

o 7” Hogy Slider 4oz: Casting Only. 

o 7” Hogy Epoxy Jig 4oz: Casting 

Only 

 

o 6.5” Hogy Pro-tail Paddle: Casting 

and Jigging 

o 9” Pro Tail Harness Paddle Jig 6oz 

and 9oz:  Casting and Jigging 

- 

Sand Eels (AKA Sand Lance): What fish doesn’t love sand eels? One way to tell if there are a 

lot of sand eels in the area it through a lot of whale bubbles, which indicate feeding. Tuna will 

feed on sand eels at all levels in the water column. When tuna are keyed in on sand eels, they will 

most often dart through bait balls, in sort of a bucket-feeding format. 

• Top Colors: 1st Choice: Olive 2nd Choice: Bone 

• Lure Selection:  

o 7” Hogy Epoxy Jig 4oz: Casting 

Only. Olive 

o 6.5” Hogy Pro-tail Paddle: Casting 

and Jigging 

o 9” Hogy Pro Tail Harness Paddle 

Jig 6oz and 9oz:  Casting and 

Jigging 

o 3.5oz to 8.5oz Hogy Sand eel Jig 

 

 

Mackerel: Mackerel are also very important forage for tuna. The challenge with mackerel is 

that they tend to be more skittish and move quickly. Unlike huge feeds with sand eels and 

herring, mackerel feeds tend to be shorter lived and far more scattered, making it hard to 

approach breaking fish. Black silver and green silver are the top colors for imitating herring. 

 

• Top Colors: 1st Choice: Green 2nd Choice: Black and Silver 

• Lure Selection:  

o 7” Hogy Slider 4oz: Casting Only. 

o 7” Hogy Epoxy Jig 4oz: Casting 

Only 

o 6.5” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting and Jigging 

o 9” Pro Tail Harness Paddle Jig 6oz 

and 9oz:  Casting and Jigging 

 

Half beaks: Similar to mackerel, half beaks are fast moving and feeds are often sporadic but 

tuna’s feeds on half beaks can last longer than mackerel. Half beaks are easy to spot as they are 

high jumpers and tend to jump in unison. They key to chasing tuna keyed in on half beaks is to 

get ahead of them if you can. The feeds can often be short lived, but when they go down, they 

often come back up quickly. Though often difficult to decipher, understanding the direction they 

are heading is the name of the game. 

• Top Lure Colors: 1st Choice: Purple 2nd Choice: Silver 

• Lure Selection: If targeting Bluefin chasing half beaks, you want a lure with long and accurate casting 

range. 

o 7” Hogy Slider 4oz: Casting Only. 

o 7” Hogy Epoxy Jig 4oz: Casting 

Only 

o 6.5” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting  

o 5.5” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting  
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Butterfish: Tuna keyed in on butterfish can be very finicky, particularly if feeding on juvenile 

butterfish. Feeds are super short, often only for a handful of seconds. Often tuna will scatter and 

isolate single butterfish on the surface making it extremely difficult to stage these fish. The name 

of the game is to be ready to charge up on a quick feed and fire off a cast.  

 

• Top Colors: 1st Choice: Silver 2nd Choice: Bone 

• Lure Selection:  

o 4.25” ” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting Only 

o 5.5” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting Only 

o 6.5” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting Only 

o 3.5oz Herring Jig 

 

 

Juvenile Squid: Tuna keyed in on juvenile squid can as finicky as tuna when they are keyed in on 

small butterfish, the techniques remain the same as targeting Bluefin keyed in on isolated butterfish, 

but your lure and color selection will need to be adjusted a little. Again, the feeds are super short, often 

only for a handful of seconds. The name of the game is to be ready to charge up on a quick feed and 

fire off a cast with a perfectly matched size and color lure. 

• Top Colors: 1st Choice: Pink 2nd Choice: Shrimp 3rd Choice: Bone 

• Lure Selection:  

o 3.5” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting and light tackle jigging 

o 4.5” Hogy Pro Tail Eel: Casting 

and light tackle jigging 

o 4.25” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting and light tackle jigging 

o 5.5” Hogy Pro Tail Paddle: 

Casting and light tackle jigging 

o 7.5” HD Hogy Pro Tail Eel 

Casting and light tackle jigging 
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SECTION III: 
FINDING TUNA 
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Strategy: Finding Bluefin Tuna #211 
 

I have noticed over the years how focused anglers have become on reports, even to a point where it might be 

counterproductive. Here are a few thoughts on how anglers chasing these reports are going about it in the wrong 

way: 

1. For starters, where the tuna are is anybody’s best guess when they first show up at the beginning of the 

season. Someone has to be first! If you don’t head out and look, the best you’ll know is where they were 

yesterday! Keep in mind early fish are movers too. 

2. A report just tells you where they were yesterday. Tuna move fast and the ability to find your own fish 

is frequently needed. I would say this is the case at least 75-percent of the time, at least to some degree. 

The fish may have moved only 10 miles but if you are too hung up on “the spot” you’ll miss valuable time 

sniffing around to find your own fish. I can’t tell you how many times I have scrambled based on a good 

report only to discover that the fish had moved.  

3. A report might take you to where there is unpleasant boat traffic or mediocre fishing. By running your 

own playbook, you might find a bigger and better situation. It’s a fact — boats put fish down. There may 

have been a good bite at 8 a.m. but by 9 a.m., it’s over. Have you ever pounded a spot with the fleet all 

day only to end up getting skunked? I never regret picking up and moving out of a crowded fishing 

situation with less than par fishing. 

4. It’s simply badass to skip the reports and find your own fish. After all, it’s the thrill of the hunt that 

keeps us coming back. The fact is, the most efficient way to get tuna is at the fish market. 

 

Break Down The Situation: The key to success is to know when to stick around and when to run. The 

sharpies know how to break down the situation and make calculated decisions based on experience, rules of thumb 

and common sense. Here’s how I have learned to break down the situation over the years that I have been tuna 

fishing. 

Timing:  

o Seasonality: Here on Cape Cod, you should be ready to make these loops by early June. The bite can 

happen earlier, but mid-June is a good starting point. The bite in this region can run hot and cool 

throughout the whole season. Like all tuna friendly locales, tuna baits in this area can be herring, pogies, 

mackerel, sand eels, half beaks, butterfish, bottom fish and small bluefish. My sense is you most 

frequently see sand eels and half beaks, but I have never tracked my findings. In any event, you should be 

prepared for any of these baits throughout the season. 

• “Yesterday”: If you have good reports, start there. Replicate as much as possible and work from there 

to adapt to the new days’ conditions. Many times, the playbook remains unchanged, but many times, a 

new day in the same spot calls for a few small adjustments to fully capitalize. If the fishing is not 

happening, look at what has changed.  

• Tide: If you know what time the fishing was good yesterday, consider adjusting for the timing of today. 

Often, the bait, and consequently tuna, move with tide over the cycle. The fishing can move as many as a 

couple of miles over a couple hours of fishing. If you are fishing without a report, use this same concept to 

your advantage. The stage of the tide at hand might help suggest where to “put lines in.”  

o Slack tide is the best time for peak tuna fishing. During this time, bait will rise to the surface and 

this is when the action can really heat up, especially for top water action. Big moon periods have 

the shortest tides and are often considered less desirable. A note here; tides can be difficult to 

look up offshore. Once you identify slack, and record it, you’ll be able to extrapolate future times 

by adding about 50 minutes per day and four hours per tide cycle.  

• Time of Day: Obviously a non-issue if you are replicating a report, but there’s a few good rules of 

thumb here. Early morning fish and sunset fish tend to be far more aggressive. Tuna can bite all day and 

slack is always king. 
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Tells 

 

• Birds:  

o Radar: If you have high 

power radar, you can use it 

to find birds. Most units 

today have “bird mode” 

but if yours doesn’t, you 

can tune yours by turning 

the gain all the way up and 

removing the clutter. 

o Size: For starters, bird 

size will likely tell you 

what size bait you’re dealing with. Any birds, including stormy Petrels, are a good sign. But the 

bigger birds, such as Shearwaters, Gannets and Large Gulls are usually a great sign and tend to 

be the best indicators of tuna. 

o Activity: You’ll want to identify the birds intentions. Obviously, the Holy Grail is tightly 

vertexing birds with lots of aggressive contacts with the water. What is happening here is a 

predator(s) is pushing up bait, allowing the birds to capitalize on the distracted and easily 

accessed bait. This is a no-brainer situation to put lines in. Slightly lower on the spectrum is lots 

of birds diving, in a fairly defined area. The bigger the better. Still worth investigating. Lastly, 

the weakest of the bird activity is a series of terns “kissing” the water. This often occurs from 

terns feeding on very small bait without any help from predators below. Ask yourself, are there 

any other signs?  

o Loitering: A bunch of birds “hanging” out can be a good sign, meaning that something just 

happened and they are waiting for it to happen again. It could also mean they are just hanging out 

or a dragger went by. Who knows! One way to test this is to approach the birds. If they are 

annoyed but try to stay close, that’s a good sign. If they simply take off, they can be written off. 

• Whales: Whales aggressively bubble feeding are a good sign that sand eels are in the area.  

 

• Bait: Do you see bait on the surface? On 

the finder? That’s a good sign. Is bait 

clustered? That’s a good sign if bait is 

balled up. It might be in defense mode. Lots 

of bait “paving” the finder could also be a 

good sign, but could also mean a lot of bait 

but no predators. This is a good time to 

rethink the birds. The birds are pretty good 

at knowing where the is. Do you see birds 

loitering and bait? That’s a pretty good 

sign. What do you know about the bait? 

What kind is it?  If you don’t know species, 

is it big or small? Packed? Scattered? 

Answers to any of these questions will 

guide you.  

• Funky Water: This may include nervous water, boils or even rip lines that may pen bait fish, making 

them vulnerable to tuna. 

• Slicks: Fish made slicks often means something is getting eaten. Hopefully by tuna. If you are marking 

bait, see birds AND slicks, you’re three-quarters of the way there. Investigate the slicks for marks. 

• Targets/Breaking Tuna: If you see targets and nothing else, you’re in pretty good shape. If you see 

targets and all of the above, you’re in great shape! And breaking fish! Well, enough said. 
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The Elements 
 

• Current Speed: Let’s say you are 

marking tuna and/or bait and they are 

toward the bottom in 300’. Knowing your 

current speed is important as it will help 

you select lure weight and size, line type 

and boat speed to get down there. Strong 

currents can also help point to where the 

fish might end up over the course of the 

tide. Bait fish often work their way down 

tide. 

• Light: Thinking about the lighting will 

help you in a couple of ways. On dark, 

rainy or foggy days, tuna often feed closer 

to the surface throughout the day. Sometimes switching to a darker lure for greater contrast in low light 

will help increase the lure’s visibility. I default to matching the hatch, but adapting lure color to the light 

conditions is my first lure adjustment. 

• Water Temperature: Since we are talking Bluefin tuna, we’re primarily dealing with cooler water 

tuna fishing as opposed to gulf stream based Yellowfin, albacores, etc. THAT SAID, temp breaks do 

corral bait and serve as a sort of structure. Pay close attention to temp breaks. 

• Wind: I look at wind in three ways when assessing fishing for tuna. 

o Direction: Did it change from yesterday?  If so, where might that wind direction have pushed 

the fish over the night? Did it change to the East or Northeast? Still seeing marks? Well that just 

stinks, because that wind kills fishing! In that case, you might be better off grinding it out where 

you know the fish are. You’ll be in the same boat in any other spot! 

o Wind Pull: Make sure you are casting a lure heavy enough to deal with heavy wind with line 

pull on the surface. If you are jigging, your boat will be drifting faster. Make sure your jig is 

heavy enough to deal with your target depth. 

o Impact on Migrating fish: Are fish following the general direction of the wind? Ask 

yourself if the past day-to-day variations on where they were was consistent with the prevailing 

wind direction. If they are moving with the wind, use this intel to project where you might start. 

 

Developing a Strategy to Find Fish: When you are tuna fishing, you really don’t have much structure to 

anchor fish to an area. You are pretty much at the mercy of the direction the bait is heading, the ability of Bluefin 

tuna to find said bait and lastly, and most importantly, hoping the fish are in the mood to eat. There are a lot of 

moving parts to assess, to say the least. Putting together a logical and adaptable strategy before heading out will 

greatly up your game. 
 

1. Gather Intel: List of questions to ask yourself 
1. Time of bite? Time of slack tide? Was the bite best at slack tide? What bait were they feeding 

on? What is the wind direction and speed that day?  

2. Extrapolate: Compare conditions during last report and today’s weather and extrapolate time of slack 

tides and extrapolate where wind and current might push fish. If it’s a recent report, tide differences will 

vary only by a couple of hours. Develop your plan.  

• Obviously start where the last know information left off.  

• If no fish or inadequate tells, head the direction the wind and tide differences might have 

pushed the fish. 

• If still poor fishing, time to run the spots. It’s handy to have a float plan ready to go so 

you can gauge how long it will take you to hit the other “known areas” within rang. 

Sometimes a hot spot just needs a couple of hours to develop. A loop with a return could 

hedge that bet.  

3. Create Back Up Plan: If you don’t have any reports, a simple float plan will help you cover “the 

spots” efficiently. Here’s a sample plan I use on Cape cod: 
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Sample Search Plan: East Of Chatham Recon – Cape Cod, South Side 
This itinerary is based out of Falmouth Harbor but pertains to any harbor from Westport to Onset to Falmouth to 

Hyannis, with some variation of start and end points. Of course this loop can be reversed if you are coming from 

the more Westerly locales or have a head tide from Falmouth in a direction. 

The total running distance from Falmouth Harbor is about 150 nautical miles if you run the full loop, factoring in 

deviations for signs of life. There’s plenty of fetch from just about any direction for the duration you’re South of 

Martha’s Vineyard and can be quite rough in any wind direction. Please note that it is very common for the SW 

wind to “honk” in the afternoon in this region so be ready for large amounts of spray on the return home. I can’t tell 

you how many times the roughest part of my trip has been from Gay Head back to Falmouth. Plan accordingly with 

wind and tide. 

 

Stop 1 – Crab Ledge 
Crab Ledge is the closest of all the Bluefin tuna 

spots “out East;” about 45 nautical miles from 

Falmouth. I like this spot because it is relatively 

easy to get here for sunrise. Crab Ledge holds a 

ton of bait and I feel like you always have a 

decent shot at a fish here. I’ll stick it out here for 

maybe 45 minutes at sunrise, assuming I have no 

intel for any other spot. 

Note: Once you have hit the Crab Ledge, you are 

in “tuna country” so any time spent running to the 

“next spot” is in grade. Keep eyes peeled. Just 

because a spot doesn’t have a name, it doesn’t 

mean there can’t be fish there.  

Lat/Long: 
• North Edge 41° 41.000′ N, 69° 47.000′ W 

• West Edge 41° 41.000′ N, 69° 49.000′ W 

• NE Corner 41° 41.000′ N, 69° 43.050′ W 

• South Edge 41° 36.000′, 69° 47.000′ W 

Stop 2 – BC Buoy 
Next I’ll push East, out into a little deeper water in the Shipping Lanes and charge through the BC buoy area, about 

10 nautical miles from Crab Ledge. This is a big are. I will scan this area liberally for about an hour before heading 

south. 

Lat/Long: 41° 41.390′ N, 69° 35.120′ W 

 

Stop 3 – Regal Sword 
Next stop is the Regal Sword, about 15 nautical miles from the BC Buoy. Remember, this is all fishy water so keep 

your eyes peeled. In every loop, I always find I have one spot I pound the hardest and longest, and on this loop it is 

the Regal Sword. This area is awesome and has it all. There are varied depths and multiple wrecks and it holds bait 

really well. I am still haunted by all the large jigged fish I lost in the season of 2017, in which the Regal Sword held 

tuna for over a month. I honestly can’t think of a season when I didn’t boat a large tuna at the Regal Sword. 

Another thing I like about this area is how good the ground fishing is. If you invest about 30 minutes driving 

around looking for live bottoms on your fish finder, you will catch dinner. There is plenty of tide here, so bring 

heavy jigs. I like 12oz or 16oz. 

Lat/Long: 41° 28.0626′ N, 69° 20.5562 W 

 

Stop 4 – BB Buoy 
The BB Buoy is the furthest South of the four stops and for that reason, it’s under fished. If you have not seen fish 

at Crab Ledge, BC Buoy or the Regal Sword, BB Buoy is your last area on this loop to try. One note worth 

mentioning about the BB buoy is that it is often where Bluefin tuna show up after disappearing from the South of 

Martha’s Vineyard. And if that has just happened, I would advise reversing the loop. 

Lat/Long: 41° 15.500′ N, 69° 17.641′ W 
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SECTION IIII: 
STRATEGY 
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Troll Scanning for Bluefin Tuna #229 
 

Troll scanning is a great way to cover ground while fishing all levels of the water column. I refer to this technique 

as a hybrid between trolling and jigging.  While I’m at idle speed, I will send two lures way back on jigging or 

casting rods. I generally like fishing two of the same type of lure to avoid tangles while turning as both lures will 

react the same way. If I see anything – ideally, targets on a fish finder but signs could be surface milling bait, 

whales, bird life or nervous water -- I’ll take the boat out of gear and let the jigs drop for at least 60 seconds, at 

most a few minutes, for a good target before raising them to the top again with the boat back in gear. Incidentally, 

the lures rising back to the surface is when most strikes happen on the troll scan. If it’s a long drop on good targets, 

I’ll fire two jigs over the side on the targets. Sometimes all hell breaks loose and multiple rods will go off. 

Champagne problems as they say.  

 

Steps: 

1. Troll 2 lures way back on casting or jigging 

outfits. 

2. Keep an eye on fish finder. 

3. If you identify a target, take the boat out of 

gear to let the baits drop. 

4. Once you feel your lures sink to the desired 

depth, put your boat back in gear. 

5. Sometimes surging the boat will help draw 

a strike. 

 

Benefits: 

1. Cover a wide area. 

2. Fish multiple levels in the water column. 

3. You can eat lunch while fishing ☺

Hogy System Lures for Troll Scanning  
 

I prefer waited soft baits for this technique as you can fish all levels of the water column and have a variety of 

speed options. 

 

Hogy Harness Jig 
 

• Although all sizes of the Hogy Harness Jigs work, in 

this situation I would pick the 6oz if I had my choice. The heavier weight helps minimize cross wind drag 

and gets down faster when the boat goes out of gear to fish the drop.  

 

o Method: Troll Scanning, Dead Stick 

o Best Size: 6oz 

o Imitates: Sand Eels, Herring 

 

 

Hogy Pro Tail Harness Paddle 
 

This series was designed to imitate the larger baitfish that can be 

found offshore such as mackerel, bluefish and bottom dwellers such 

as mud hake and small cod. These lures feature imitative paint jobs and a big game harness system designed to 

handle giants on bent but class conventional reels.  

o Method: Troll Scanning, Dead Stick 

o Best Size: 9” 6oz and 9oz 

o Imitates: Mackerel, Herring, Butter 

Fish, Bottom Fish 
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How To: Fight and Land a Tuna #212 
 

Congratulations! You have done everything right. You followed a report, adjusted for condition changes and you 

found your own fish. They were scattered, you trolled your Hogy Harness Pro Tails rigged on your jigging outfits 

and the starboard road folded over and the reel is screaming! Now what?  

 

Step-by-Step Instructions: 
 

1. The angler picks up the rod, faces the fish 

and lets it run. The hooks on the Hogy 

Harness Pro Tail are ridiculously sharp 

and sticky. The fish is hooked. There is no 

need for a hook set at this point. 

2. Meanwhile, the crew clears the decks and 

stows the rods.  If you were drifting, fire 

up the engine(s) so you’re ready. The 

angler advises how much line is on the 

reel 

3. If on a center console, the angler will head 

to the bow and fight the fish about 15 

percent off the center. If on a cabin style boat, the angler will stay on the aft corner, whichever side is practical. 

In either event, the captain will position the boat to accommodate this. 

4. Many anglers will be startled by how much line is coming off the reel at this point. If you have your reel set to 

12lbs of drag on the reel, the pressure is immense to the fish, not just you! Let the fish run, it’s hands down the 

fastest way. That fish needs to get tired. Remember, your reel has at least 45” of line per crank. When the fish 

gets tired, you pick up line quickly. I would say that 9 times out of 10, you have enough line on these big reels 

to accommodate this.  

5. Once the run is complete, I sometimes idle back toward the fish slowly while the angler puts more line on the 

reel while maintaining pressure. If you can put line back on without idling, do it. The fish will tire more 

quickly. The goal is to get as much line back on the reel without letting the fish rest too much so that it can 

make another big run. Expect at least five or six good runs at this stage of the fight. 

6. Take turns. These are often very big fish and very tiring on this gear. The rods might be considered “light 

tackle” as compared to the fish but they put a hurting on the angler. I often see people switching out when they 

get tired but I recommend switching out before getting too tired, that way you’ll recuperate more quickly and 

the fish will always have fresh arms. 

7. Be ready for the fish to swim toward you. 

If this happens, reel as fast as you can. 

Sometimes this change in direction can be 

so aggressive that the captain will assist 

you by repositioning the boat. 

8. As the fight gets closer to the boat, it will 

become more vertical. If you are on a 

center console, I advise working the fish 

aft so that you are in a position where the 

captain can easily step aside to assist. I 

think the best place to fight as fish is aft on 

one of the corners. Pick the side that is the 

easiest for the captain to keep the boat 

down wind of the fish, this will prevent the 

boat from drifting over the fish. 

9. Tuna will make big circles that will get 

tighter as the fish gets closer to the boat. 

Let the fish run a little while it is 

swimming away from the boat and collect line as it circles back around. Now is the time to put extra pressure 
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on the fish with a little “palm” on the reel. This takes some finesse. You want extra pressure but you don’t 

want to break off the fish. As you make progress, apply a little more “palm’ on the reel as the fish circles 

away. This will help shorten the diameter of the circles. Keep repeating. Trust your gear and connections but 

also know when to ease off. You’ll get a sense of this as you do it more. 

10. As the fish gets close, the angler is responsible for advising line position relative to “anything bad,” which 

includes the fish swimming under the boat or line hitting trim tabs, swim platforms or engines. It’s the 

captain’s responsibility to listen, watch for himself and be ready to reposition the boat. There are often many 

boat adjustments needed near the end game to avoid trouble. Usually this only entails driving a circle around 

the fish and keeping the fish at the most ergonomic position on the aft quarter of the boat.  

11. As the fish gets very close to the boat, it will likely freak out a bit and with a burst of adrenaline, it will likely 

rip more line out. No problem, just keep 

working the turns. The more spirals you 

shorted with your palm, the more you’re 

winning. 

12. It’s time to gaff the fish. At this point, the gaff 

is in whichever hand you want to gaff with and 

the other (gloved) hand is on the leader 

controlling the fish. The outboard side of the 

tuna’s head is the target location to gaff the 

fish. This angle will have you gaffing the fish 

toward you. The fish is heavy and your gaff is 

sharp. A pronounced swing is not necessary. 

Just a simple tug toward you is all that is 

needed.  

13. Once the fish is stuck, grab the gaff with two 

hands. If the fish is large, it’s a good idea to 

put a second gaff into the fish at this point. 

Don’t hurt your back lifting the fish in!! 
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SECTION V: 
PROBLEM SOLVING 
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Problem Solving: Life, Birds and Bait, But No Tuna #250 
 

Example Situation: You have arrived at “your spot,” possibly based on a good fishing report, and you see lots 

of life but no aggressive feeding. Instead, you find lots of whales, birds feeding by the whales, many sitting and 

others circling high above. The air smells fishy and you see some slicks. You were a smart angler and arrived 

about 30 minutes before sunrise but also know it is two hours before slack tide, where you know that’s the best time 

to target tuna, especially on jigging and casting gear. You see bait fish all over the fish finder and maybe a few 

“tuna looking” marks on your fish finder but nothing amazing. You know from reports it was hot here two days 

ago. Your buddy was there and in addition to the spot info, he gave you the following intel: 

1. Time of bite: 5:30 a.m., Sunrise 

2. Time of slack tide: 5:15 a.m.  

3. Was the bite best at slack tide? Hard to tell, they overlapped. 

4. Bait they were feeding on: Sand eels and mackerel. The macks were chasing the sand eels.  

5. Wind direction and speed that day: 5 knots in the morning. Increase to 15 knots. SW. 

 

The weather today is a bit different. The wind switched to the North and it has finally laid down after a blow. You 

have sniffed around for 30 minutes and neither you, or anyone else as far as you can tell, is hooking up 

 

• What’s going on?: I think this situation is quite typical and is probably the most common way a trip 

starts out for me. You get a good report, but unfortunately, there is a bit of weather between the hot bite 

and when you can get back out there. The bite is different or not going on, yet. Maybe it’s also dated 

information or your schedule prohibited you from going out. Either way, you have to adjust. The good 

news is that if you follow the playbook for breaking down a situation, and if there are indeed tuna in the 

area, you are more likely than not to convert the situation into a productive day. 

 

• Game plan: The play here is to assess the information you have and make a decision to stay or move. If 

you decide to stay, investigate the situation deeply and allow enough time for the situation to develop. 

Lastly, you’ll want to think of coming up with a defined exit strategy to go find the fish and not get lost 

circling with the fleet all day with no fish. 

 

• Stay or go?: Given this situation, I would stay. After all, the bite was good and the bait is still there. To 

me, this situation looks more like a waiting game than a “new spot” situation.  

 

• Assess what’s different: Other than no biting fish yet, you have identified that the wind is from a 

different direction. This could mean that the fish have moved South, they’re running with the wind or it 

could also mean things just need time to settle. You also know that slack tide is 2 hours later. Perhaps the 

bite was a result of the slack tide, not the time of day. (Tip: Two best times are twilight hours and slack 

tide). 

 

• Strategy: Now that you have decided to stay, it’s time to develop your strategy. Like running a 

business, a clear but adaptable strategy is paramount to your success. We have identified that the action is 

quiet at sunrise, which is the first strike. We have slack in 2 hours, which is your second important factor. 

I would say that logic suggests you stick around for the 2 hours. After all, it’s still early and your second 

key indicator is not too far off, time wise. You might argue that if you had a fast boat, you could do an 

hour search pattern to see if the north wind pushed the action further south but I would personally stay 

with the life signs.  

 

• Exit Strategy: I would fish this spot to one hour past slack. There are so many signs of life paired with 

recent action. You are starting at sunrise at approximately 5:30 a.m. and slack tide is approximately 7:30 

a.m. By leaving one hour after slack tide, you’ll have fished through the prime morning time and prime 

slack tide time, all while having ample time to investigate the immediate and surrounding areas 
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• Techniques: I would be ready for casting and jigging in this situation and change the two techniques up 

often. One method might be more effective than another but it’s no problem if you plan on sticking to just 

casting or jigging. The play is relatively the same. 

o Casting: You know from your buddy that there are mackerel in the area, so a large subsurface puts 

you in the zone. I would focus on conserving energy for multiple casts (time in water = more 

eyeballs) and find a nice, easy cadence to work. I would likely put on a Green Hogy Slider on one 

casting outfit and a more visible color, such as a Bone Glow, on the other. I would also hedge the 

situation with a 9” Harness Tail Eel Dead Stick fished either just above or just below the schools of 

sand eels I am marking on the finds. Do not underestimate the power of dead-sticking. It is unreal 

how many fish have been hooked with the rod simply sitting in the holder. 

 

o Jigging: If you choose to jig, I would fish at least one rod with a green 9” Harness Paddle Tail fast 

and a 9” olive Harness Eel Tail slow. The fast-moving green Hogy Pro Tail Paddle would imitate a 

mackerel and a slow moving soft bait would imitate a sand eel that has lost its way. If I had a third 

line in the water, either fished by a third person or dead-sticked, I would have a Hogy 9” Harness 

Paddle in highly visible Bone HDUV fished midway down as an attractor. Other things to try would 

be to fish a 9” Hogy Harness Paddle toward the bottom to simulate a mud hake or simply changing 

colors around on the slowly jigged harness eel tails. If your crew is getting tired, either switch to 

search and troll or set all the rods in holders at varied depths. Also a great lunch technique ☺ 

 

Methods 
 

In my opinion, you have three categorical options here, regardless of whether you are jigging or casting. I would be 

ready to switch between the various methods in addition to the various techniques, which would also help you learn 

more more about what is going on. Sometimes it’s just the subtlest of changes that opens the door to success and 

it’s a game of trial and error to figure out what that change might be. 

1. Fish blind: You can find a spot that has the most life and park it and either blind cast or drop and 

jig. Cast big sliders with visibility but don’t forget to swap out to a sinking lure like a Hogy Pro Tail 

Paddle to cover deeper water. Lastly, don’t forget send a down or a dead-sticker. I have caught so 

many fish in this situation but each one has felt totally random. Tip: Have faith in blind casting. It 

produces more times than not if fish are around and is hands down the most underrated technique in 

any situation.  

 

Search and Ready 

 
The “search and ready” technique here would be to cruise around at 8 knots or slower while looking for either 

targets or better signs. Here you would have your anglers holding the rods and ready so there are no delays when a 

fish is identified. You should always have at least one angler with eyes glued to the fish finder while all others are 

glued to the water looking for boils, subtle water pushes or v-wakes that are actual tuna. Of course you are looking 

for breaking fish and crazy birds, too! This is a good technique as you cover some ground allowing you to find tuna 

on your fish finder and if you do, you can immediately stop to cast or jig. For this method, I like to drop metal jigs 

or eel tail soft baits for the fastest drop time. I do particularly well with the 9” Hogy Harness Tail Eel in this 

situation in bone glow. Glow is a great color for this situation and chances are, the fish have moved well past your 

drop so you are either hoping for the fish to be circling back or swimming in a pack with a few others behind.  

 

Pros: Cover lots of ground to find deep-water fish.  

Cons: Less time spent with lures in the water, not going to get bit with lines out ☺ 

 

Troll Scanning 

 
I tend to favor troll scanning over the “search and ready” method with my thinking being that you’re not going to 

get bit with all your lures inside the boat. Depending on the situation and what I think my prevailing fishing 

situation might be that day, I troll two casting or jigging rods way back at around 4 knots.  
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1. Hogy Sliders: You can troll Hogy Sliders here, which would make sense if you wanted to 

crank them in quickly to fire off a cast. Situations where this would be appropriate are those 

when you are occasionally seeing milling fish, or seeing sporadic, quick feeds with very few fish 

that are impossible to run far distances. In either case, you want to be ready when you cross paths 

with these fish. You can drop on fish with sliders if you are trolling 4oz sliders and mark them in 

the top 30’ of the water column. You won’t necessarily get your lures that deep but you’ll get in 

the zone. You can maybe get down to 40’ if you are trolling with the 6oz version. If given the 

choice, I recommend the Hogy 6oz Slider for trolling –the extra weight will allow for faster 

trolling and minimize bird distraction. 

2. Hogy Harness Jigs and Pro Tail Paddles: If you mark fish, you have the added benefit 

of taking the boat out of gear and having your lures swing toward the marks on the finder. If you 

don’t catch the ones you see, there are likely others in the area. 

 

Conclusion: After pounding these fish for an hour or two and you went through a slack it would be safe to say 

that you either discovered fish (hopefully by catching one) or have concluded it’s time to move on. 
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Problem Solving: Small Pods of Surface Fish and Cruising Tuna; 

Hard to Catch #252 
 

I can’t tell you how many calls we get at Hogy central that go along the lines of: 

 

“Hey guys, I need your help. I was out last weekend and I found the fish. They were breaking everywhere in small 

pods. I have a very fast boat and would charge from school to school, almost getting there but usually a few second 

too late. The fish were pretty big but we could not see what they were eating. The extremely frustrating thing was 

that the tuna often popped up just where we came from. We did get a number of shots, but had 0 interest in the 

lures we were casting to them. Sometimes we would even see them just swimming around on the surface of the 

water, almost in slow motion! We literally tried EVERYTHING. It was so frustrating, what do you have to fix 

this?!?” 

 

• Notes: This is a common situation for folks here in New England but happens to tuna fishermen all over 

the world, especially late summer through the fall with the introduction of small baits. Krill, small pods of 

sand eels, juvenile squid and butterfish are all notorious causes for this often frustrating situation. 

 

• Game Plan: You need to decide what your strategy is. So far you have concluded that there are a 

number of tuna, scattered, feeding in slow motion on small baits, and cruising lazily on the surface in 

between feeds. Knowing all this is true, you’ll want to think about your boat’s impact on the ecosystem,. 

In this situation, both the bait and the predators are easily spooked. Too much engine noise, RPM changes 

from accelerating and decelerating and hull noise can kill the morning. That said, you still need to find a 

way to get in front of the fish.  

 

Steps: 
1. Pick a Method 

• Drift and Study - Here you sit and wait and study what you can see above water. You are looking 

for circling birds, especially shearwaters, nervous water from bait that is not comfortable, wakes from 

cruising tuna and even rip lines that might pen bait in a certain area making them an easy target that 

would draw tuna in. Meanwhile, your crew should be beating the water to a froth with blind casts 

with a couple of dead-sticks in the holder. I would have every rod rigged with 5.5” and 6.5” Hogy Pro 

Tail Paddles; including the dead sticks. Bone, silver and violet are the top colors for herring and 

butterfish. Shrimp and amber Pro Tail Eels are ideal for imitating juvenile squid. In either case, one 

angler should be casting a large slider to create some commotion as the plug lands. Meanwhile, all 

anglers on deck should also be studying for a pattern for the life you see. You might notice a general 

direction the fish are following, If so, you can start to follow in that direction, too. I give each “sit” 15 

minutes before moving on. I’ll stop for good bait marks on the finder, birds circling, funky water that 

might be nervous bait or water that might be disturbance from moving fish. Any time I stop, I BLIND 

CAST AND BELIEVE, to quote captain Eric Kulin. When I move on, I make sure my boat 

movements are gentle and deliberate. Resist the temptation to charge around. This will be tempting 

but will work to your disadvantage unless you can truly get on top of the fish. That said, it’s worth 

counting how long the fish are staying up feeding for. If they are up for 10 seconds consistently, it’s 

time to motor.  

 

• Troll Scan - When you are drifting, your main focus – in addition to blind casting -- is to study the 

above water life and watch the fish finder when you are cruising in between “sits”. I view troll 

scanning as taking this method to the next level in that you are seeing more water below the surface 
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and the same amount of 

life above surface. 

Furthermore, you are 

effectively getting two 

uber blind casts with the 

lures trolling behind the 

boat. Lastly, if you mark 

fish down deep, you have 

the ability to drop those 

lures to the targets and 

have anglers cast while 

the lures sink. I know 

some people will question 

the engine noise and the 

easily spooked fish in this 

situation. For starters, I run a diesel engine boat and feel my engine noise is not an issue. The pitch is 

different and my RPMs are consistent. I like outboards but they are more likely to pick up and bury 

the throttle and hence the bad rep on spooking fish. I bet if anglers ran their outboards like diesels 

while cruising around, less spooking would go on. Either way, I am a fan of troll scanning when the 

fish seem to get really scattered and there is no semblance of a pattern. I will simply put (2) 6.5” 

Hogy Pro Tail Paddles way back and idle along, vectoring toward anything that looks juicy. I “break 

for any targets” when troll scanning around scattered pods. If I see anything, I take the boat out of 

gear and let the jigs drop for 60 seconds before raising them to the top again with the boat back in 

gear. Incidentally, the lures rising back to the surface is when most strikes happen on the troll scan. I 

use flat line clips as it makes it easier to belt a cast off, over the trolling lines versus trying to 

maneuver around line at a 30-degree angle of a 7’ rod tip. 

 

• Run and Gun - If it’s time to motor, it’s time to motor. This happens when the feeds are staying 

up longer and longer. Once you have identified good fish to come up on, be very mindful on how you 

are doing so. As a good rule of thumb, I love the 10 second mark for kicking this off. You can make it 

pretty far in 10 seconds. But hopefully, not too far. Charge to close the distance but back off the 

throttle 100 yards out from the fish. Captain Eric Kulin says, “he expects his anglers to start casting 

when the fish are 60 yards out.” You certainly want consistent RPMs from here on out as you 

approach the school. Ideally you are approaching the school up wind and are able to get ahead of the 

fish. Leave plenty of room if you are trolling on them, the same principles hold true but only in 

slower motion. Take the time to power around to the outside and lead the school from the front. You 

will spook the fish if you troll across the front or through the school.  

o Etiquette: Etiquette is always important if you believe in the golden rule but even if you 

are a true narcissist, you are still better off as too many boats will kill the fishing. Wait your 

turn. Ideally only one boat per feed, maybe two if it works out that a feed popped up in 

between. Only three boats when it’s a very large feed. Numerous boats flocking to a feed 

will put the fish down.  

 

2. Mind Your Gear 

• Small Lures: For starters, given the situation from our caller, I would assume these tuna were on 

small baits. We find that 80 percent of the fix in this situation is getting the right lure and rigging it 

properly. With the exception of krill, our go-to choice in this situation would be the Hogy Pro Tail 

Paddle, 5.5” 3oz., which was actually designed specifically for this situation. If you were to hold it in 

your hand, you would notice that it weighs a lot for its size and it has a very oversized hook relative to 

what you would normally see in a 5.5” soft bait. Afterall, although these tuna are sipping on small 

baits, they can be quite big. You need a lure that you can A) cast and B) get the job done when it 

comes time to land the fish. 

• Light Leaders: Leaders need to be light. Even though these tuna can be north of 100lbs, they can 

be extremely leader shy when they are singling out small pods of small baitfish. I will go as low as 

60lbs in this situation. 



 

 

 

HOGY DOWNLOAD GUIDE TO UNIVERSAL TUNA TECHNIQUES 

 

27 

• Presentation: If you are casting to fish that you see cruising the surface, you need to properly lead 

the fish. Identify which way it is heading, get in front of it, cast in a manner such that the lure and fish 

seem to meet by accident. If you cast over the fish, it will be spooked. If the lure passes a fish from 

behind, or head on, it will also be spooked. A baitfish would never approach a tuna from any 

directions. 

 

In summary, your goal here is to match the hatch with lures small enough to look realistic that are connected to 

leaders light enough for stealth but strong enough for landing a Bluefin. Meanwhile, you are astutely aware of your 

surroundings from studying the patterns. Once you identify that it’s time to run after breaking fish, do so 

deliberately and break before getting too close to the school. Put your sharp shooter on the bow and drop that small 

lure in the feed and get tight! 
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Hogy VIP Custom Consult Program est. 2019 

 
Encounter a problematic situation not listed below? We offer our customers the ultimate customer support with this 

program that leverages our worldwide network of captains who “have been there, done that!”.  Simply fill out the 

engagement letter, we will create a custom solution guide for you: 

 

• Visit www.hogylures.com/vip-c and fill out a short engagement form and we will send it to our in-house 

captains and our Elite Pro Staff to help diagnose your situation. We’ll follow the table of contents of this 

document and look at and address some or all of the following: 

o Boat Positioning 

o Outfit and Terminal gear 

o Lure Selection 

o Situation Break Down 

o Technique/Method 

 

VIP CONSULT QUESTONS WE WILL ASK: 

 

What kind of tuna ? 

• Yellwofin 

• Albecore 

• Bluefin 

• Big Eye 

• Other: 

Regions are you fishing: 

• Northeast 

• Mid Atlantic 

• South East 

• Gulf Region 

• West Coast 

• Central/South America 

• Europe 

• Australia 

• Asia 

Experience Level: 

• Beginner 

• Intermediate 

• Advanced 

Spot Name / Local Area:  

 

Boat you are fishing on: 

• Center Console to 28’ 

• Center Console 29’ + 

• Express w/Outboards 

• Express w/Inboards 

• Large Sporty  

What Technique?  

• Casting 

• Jigging 

• Trolling 

Size of tuna targeted 

• 20 to 100lb 

• 100 to 200lb 

• 200lb+ 

What is the maximum lure 

rating for your outfit? 

• 4oz 

• 6oz 

• 8oz + 

How deep are you targeting? 

• Surface 

• 10-20’ 

• 20-40’ 

• 40 to 60’ 

• 80 to 150’ 

• 150 to 250’ 

• 250+ 

Known Baitfish in the area: 

• Sea Herring:  

• Sand Eels (AKA Sand 

Lance) 

• Mackerel:  

• Butterfish: 

• Squid: 

• Groundfish: 

 

 

 

OPTIONAL SPECIFIC 

SITUATION: If you have a 

specific situation that you 

would like us to help diagnose 

or suggest how you could have 

improved - please answer the 

following questions (to the best 

of your ability) for the situation: 

• Spot Name: 

• Tuna behavior: 

• Baitfish: 

• Marks on Finder 

• Lures you used: 

• Outcome: 

• Tide (slack, mid level or 

full): 

• Time of Day: 

• Wind Speed & Direction: 

• Weather: 

• Season: 

• Comments on the radio:  

 

Further notes on the situation in 

your words: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hogylures.com/vip-c



