
It’s Day 2 of the challenge! Yesterday we chose the piece we were going to design for and noted 
down what might influence our design later in terms of its features and condition. 

Today we start to pull together initial inspiration which will kick the whole creative process off. 
 
You’re going to go out and pull together a whole heap of images and resources to help come up 
with ideas for a design. 
 
But first, consider a few things that could help direct your inspiration choices. If you are designing 
for someone this would be your brief – you would look to understand their style, their décor and 
desires first. 
 
We can still do this even if this design is totally up to us! Having a little mini brief for ourselves 
can really help with the decision making. You could even consider designing for the type of room 
the people you want to buy from you would have! 
 
For example: 

• Is there a design feature / features on the piece you can work with? 
• Have an idea of the type of style you are going for in general e.g. Art Deco, Retro, 

Romantic, Elegant, Funky etc. Perhaps influenced by the style of the piece? 
• Is there Decor scheme in the room you can consider? 
• Have you already got ideas around paint colour, wallpaper, paint, handles, etc that you’d 

like to use? 
• Do you know the design technique you want for this piece? Specific creative product? 
• Have you got any idea of motifs / shapes already that you want to work with? (I 

sometimes have scruffy doodles of things!) 

For example, if you are going for an Art Deco geometric masking tape design to go with a Navy 
and Gold and Mustard Room scheme you’ve got some pretty good starting points to help build 
your Inspiration File! 

You don't need all of these things - designs can start from the smallest detail. 
 
If you’re more unsure with a plainer piece and less ideas about where it's for, focus more on 
flicking or scrolling and finding things that catch your eye. 
 
For example, a photograph, a postcard, Mother Nature, holiday photos, fashion magazines, art 
and graphic design can all provide inspiration in terms of colour and pattern as well as furniture 
and interior design magazines. I was pretty inspired by a Romanesco Broccoli once upon a time. 

So, you know...  

This should be a ‘Long list’ so don’t edit it. Like a Magpie, just collect everything that you get a 
reaction to! But perhaps set yourself a time frame. 

If you like to work online, you could use a Pinterest Board to pin lots of inspiration quickly 
Instagram. Carry out lots of searches or going to your favourite websites, and places like 
Instagram. (If you’re not sure how I'll show you later) 

If you prefer to gather inspiration physically use magazines, catalogues, samples, paint charts, 
postcards, flyers to create your Inspiration pile, rather than file! 



The key to creating unique, authentic designs is to look for inspiration in all sorts of places around 
you and to really pick things you love! 

It’s ok if your inspiration is coming from other furniture designs you’ve seen –don’t be afraid to 
include them and we’ll come to how to approach those on Day 4! 

 


