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Daring to create more wilderness

Wildling Shoes launches collaboration with Rewilding Europe

Engelskirchen, Germany, April 22, 2021 – Harnessing the regenerative power of nature
– that is the mindset behind the design of Wildling’s minimal footwear, as well as the
projects of the Rewilding Europe initiative. Whether by rediscovering natural ways to
be active, strengthening our connection to the ground beneath our feet, or through
renaturation projects that benefit flora and fauna—both organizations are committed
to rediscovering and reactivating the natural, to recognizing the correlations and
interdependencies, and to creating space for resilience. As a result, Wildling Shoes
and Rewilding Europe have joined forces to create wilder, more biodiverse habitats in
an effort to contribute to the regeneration of ecosystems and cultural landscapes.

The collaboration will kick off with a project to renaturalize the Bulgarian Rhodope Mountains

over an area of some 247,000 hectares, roughly the size of the German state of Saarland

(990 sq mi). The aim is to ensure that natural ecological processes are given the space they

need to allow new areas of natural wilderness to emerge. Wildling Shoes will finance the

project in its entirety for the next five years, a total of approximately EUR 3 million.

“As a company, we are tasked with taking responsibility for creating a present and a future

that are climate-positive and socially equitable,” says Anna Yona, founder and managing

director of Wildling Shoes, of her commitment. “Alongside establishing alternative work

models and new opportunities for the future, renaturation, a sustainable and fair supply

chain, and investments in the circular economy are among the areas in most critical need of

transformation. To move us collectively closer to achieving these major goals, we’re putting

the focus on radical cooperation. By partnering with Rewilding Europe, we can contribute to

ecological resilience and biodiversity, to creating jobs in the region, and to cultivating raw

materials for our value chain in a regenerative way.”

Wildling shoes are made primarily from natural materials. In doing so, Wildling relies on raw

materials from regenerative agriculture and sustainable supply chains. As part of the

collaboration, Wildling and Rewilding Europe will therefore also test the production of new



textile raw materials from flax, hemp and nettle fibers as well as wool for the company's

shoes.

"We are delighted with this new collaboration and deeply grateful to Wildling Shoes for their

support," says Rewilding Europe Managing Director Frans Schepers. "This critical new

funding demonstrates the business sector's rapidly growing interest in rewilding."

About Rewilding Europe
Founded in 2011, Rewilding Europe is working to make Europe a wilder place, with much
more space for wildlife, wilderness, and wild values. Engaged in practical rewilding in
showcase operational areas across Europe, the non-profit initiative is bringing back the
variety of life to European landscapes and exploring new ways for Europeans to earn a fair
living from the wild.

About Wildling Shoes
Since 2015, Wildling Shoes has been creating, producing, and distributing minimal shoes for
children and adults, and also views itself as part of a great re:generation. Wildling Shoes
aims to play a part in confronting the elementary challenges of our generation – climate
change and global injustice – with a new way of working and doing business. Fair
manufacturing conditions, sustainably produced raw materials, renaturation, climate
protection, the circular economy, and New Work are the cornerstones on which Wildling
Shoes intends to work regeneratively at all levels. Some 200 co-workers work in line with
remote-first principles throughout Germany in pursuit of this goal. www.wildling.shoes

https://www.wildling.shoes/

