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Embrace Your Path
Wildling and Joy Denalane launch partnership for empowerment and diversity

Engelskirchen, July 23, 2021 – Being a woman, being Black, being true to yourself
against all odds – Wildling Shoes and Joy Denalane want to focus on these issues as
part of a new collaboration, and to encourage people to discover and go their own
way. The partnership aims specifically to support young people in finding their
identity and their unique paths. Alongside two release events in August in the run-up
to Joy’s new tour, the alliance involves a roundtable discussion in Berlin in which Joy
Denalane and Wildling founder Anna Yona will speak about personal paths, stumbling
blocks, and the value of role models.

Who am I, where should my journey take me, and where do I feel at home? How can I feel

the ground that supports me and, at the same time, discover the freedom of movement, and

find my own direction? Together with Joy Denalane, Wildling wants to pave a part of the path

towards a society that leaves room for everyone to answer these questions for themselves,

free from society’s labels and limitations. In an interview marking the launch of the

collaboration with Wildling, Joy Denalane spoke about ways to make that happen.

www.wildling.shoes/pages/joydenalane

Building a diverse society and empowering young people

In the context of the partnership, Wilding and Joy Denalane are supporting the “Vorbilder”

(role models) initiative, a mentoring program that aims to empower Black children and youth

to pursue their dreams autonomously and confidently and to take their place in society.

Special fan merchandise will be available in the Wildling showrooms in Cologne and Berlin,

as well as during Joy Denalane’s “Let yourself be loved” tour, and all proceeds will be

donated to the Vorbilder initiative.

The path to one’s own identity

“There are many ways to connect to your own identity: through your own roots, through

interacting with other people, by enjoying the freedom to be uniquely you and to change, all

https://www.wildling.shoes/pages/joydenalane


while standing firmly on your own two feet. Because Wildling shares these values while

literally working to help people gain a firm footing and move freely, I’m delighted to have

Anna, Ran, and their team as partners at my side,” says Joy Denalane, describing her

connection to Wildling.

Freedom in your feet and in your mind

“We interpret freedom not only as physical freedom of movement, but also as the freedom to

be oneself. To define one’s own identity, as far removed from social labels and

categorizations as possible. Wildling seeks to be a place where everyone feels welcome and

is viewed in light of their own unique strengths and abilities – regardless of age, gender,

ethnicity, and other factors used as a basis for discrimination against people in our society,”

explains Wildling founder Anna Yona with regard to the partnership.

About Wildling Shoes
Since 2015, Wildling Shoes has been creating, producing, and distributing minimal shoes for
children and adults, and views itself as part of a great re:generation. Wilding wants to play a
part in confronting the elementary challenges of our generation – climate change and global
injustice – with a new way of working and doing business. Fair manufacturing conditions,
sustainably produced raw materials, renaturation, climate protection, the circular economy,
and New Work are the cornerstones for working regeneratively at all levels. Some 200
co-workers work in line with remote-first principles throughout Germany in pursuit of this
goal. www.wildling.shoes

https://www.wildling.shoes/

