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How Germany’s climate policy must change:

A new generation of entrepreneurs demands radical climate
protection

Cologne/Engelskirchen, Sept. 17, 2021 – Germany is home to a new generation of
digital businesses that seek to solve the climate crisis with innovative solutions that
can be put into practice in the real world. The founders of the successful social
start-ups Ecosia, Planetly, Tomorrow Bank, Wildling Shoes, and Zolar discuss the
climate policy changes that need to happen in Germany now. From large-scale
investments in climate protection to a veto-wielding citizens’ council to mandatory
CO2 reporting for companies, these CEOs and COOs have very clear ideas about
which course the new German government needs to chart in order to ensure that
Germany can make an equitable and effective contribution to reducing global
warming.

The consequences of human-induced climate change have become increasingly palpable,
even in this country: extremely hot summers, flooding, parched fields, and diseased forests
now pose a recognizable threat in Germany to both nature and people. The incoming
German government faces the monumental task of turning the tide to make sure Germany
achieves the targets of the Paris Climate Agreement – the urgently needed change for a
livable future for all of us.

Alex Melzer from Zolar, Anna Yona from Wildling Shoes, Wolfgang Oels from Ecosia, Anna
Alex from Planetly, and Jakob Berndt from Tomorrow Bank have already demonstrated that
sustainability and commercial success are by no means incompatible. Read on to learn more
about their visions for Germany’s pioneering role as a global leader in climate protection.

Clear policy guidelines for economic and political decision-making

“A lot of conventional banks have a history of backing climate-damaging industries, making it
difficult for consumers to distinguish greenwashing from true sustainability. That’s why we
need clear and binding taxonomies governing sustainable investments, and mandatory
targets for financial institutions with respect to achieving sustainability goals,” says Jakob
Berndt of Tomorrow. “More generally, we also advocate a clear and traceable set of rules to
inform economic and political decision-making. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and the goals of the Paris Climate Agreement must serve as the basis for this.”

Averting the climate impact of lobbying and the abuse of power

“Oftentimes, the problem isn’t so much that good legislation isn’t already in place to enact
sound climate policy. The separation of powers and the rule of law need to be bolstered.
What we urgently need is a truly independent body that regulates and oversees the affairs of



members of parliament, parties, and ministers, and that has the power to impose sanctions,
veto decisions, and adopt initiatives – much like a supervisory board in business. We call for
the introduction of a permanent citizens’ council as a third chamber alongside the Bundesrat
and the Bundestag or as a second chamber at the state level. This would finally give all of us,
the sovereign power, the means to monitor the parties and specifically their top officials, and
prevent the most egregious consequences of lobbying and abuse of power – resulting in
major positive implications for climate policy.”

We must protect the health of people and planet

“COVID-19 has created a worldwide sense of urgency around the protection of human life.
Massive amounts of money have been poured into safety measures. Now, the same thing
needs to happen for the climate,” says Alex Melzer, CEO and founder of Zolar, an online
provider of residential solar solutions. After seeing an initial decline in emissions in 2020
fueled by COVID-related lockdowns, Germany will fall well short of its climate targets in 2021.
“But instead of a sustainable mindset shift, we’re getting a ’business-as-usual’ approach. And
that illustrates the tremendous flaw in our thinking. Human-induced climate change poses an
immense threat to human life – and that includes Germany. We have to protect the health of
people and our planet,” Melzer says. For the power supply, this means: 100% renewable
energy, as quickly as possible. COVID-19 has demonstrated that we can reverse course
immediately in the presence of a threat to life and limb. This same sense of drive and
determination must now be extended to climate protection.

Profound transformation of the economic system

“We call for a profound transformation of the economic system and we believe that the
government is the only entity that can establish the necessary framework for this change,”
says Anna Yona, founder and CEO of Wildling Shoes. The government then provides the
greatest impetus by charging the polluters for the environmental and social costs that they
actually incur. This goes hand in hand with assuming responsibility and providing
transparency, extending along the entire value chain. Measures that promote the circular
economy support positive change. Broadly speaking, companies that consistently disregard
human rights and environmental protection must be held accountable.”

Slap a price tag on that crap

“Right now, there are far too many different rules for different industries. If we want to reach
the Paris climate goals, we need to take a more holistic view of our economy,” says Anna
Alex, founder and CCO of Planetly. “That’s why we are calling for mandatory CO2 reporting
for every company with more than 100 employees, and for a cross-industry CO2 price – one
that really serves as an incentive, meaning no less than 100 euros. In other words, ‘slap a
price tag on that crap already.’”

Startups are agile businesses that move quickly and hold strong positions on critical issues
like climate change. Far too often, their ideas and efforts to implement climate protection are
still hampered by the restrictive framework conditions found in a wide range of industries.



The time is ripe for a political transformation, a shake-up in the way we do business, for a
healthy livelihood for all people.

About Ecosia
Ecosia is a free search engine that uses its profits to plant trees where they are needed
most. To date, Ecosia has succeeded in planting over 125 million trees in 30 countries across
the globe, including Spain, India, Burkina Faso, Australia, Brazil, and Indonesia. Ecosia was
founded in Berlin in 2009 by Christian Kroll. In 2014, Ecosia became the first certified
German B-Corp. In 2018, Kroll gave away his shares to the Purpose Foundation to make
Ecosia permanently unsellable and ensure that no one can profit from the company or
receive dividends. By building its own solar plants in Germany, Ecosia has enjoyed the ability
to produce 200 percent of its own energy consumption in the form of renewable energy since
July 2020. www.ecosia.org

About Planetly
Planetly is a climate tech company that develops digital tools that enable companies to
calculate, reduce, and offset their carbon footprint. Planetly’s mission is to create a
carbon-neutral business world. Planetly automates the data collection process entirely so
that CO2 emissions can be analyzed continuously and in real time. Backed by real data, the
analysis delivers the necessary transparency to translate the carbon footprint into practicable
actions to reduce it. Planetly was founded in Berlin in 2020 by Anna Alex and Benedikt
Franke. www.planetly.com

About Tomorrow
Tomorrow is the first European player to unite the two major topics of “mobile banking” and
“sustainable finance.” The social enterprise based in Hamburg began offering checking
accounts in March 2019 and currently boasts over 85,000 clients. Future plans include
establishing a digital platform for all aspects of finance with a positive impact.
www.tomorrow.one

About Wildling Shoes
Since 2015, Wildling Shoes has been creating, producing, and distributing minimal shoes for
children and adults, and views itself as part of a great re:generation. Wildling wants to play a
part in confronting the elementary challenges of our generation – climate change and global
injustice – with a new way of working and doing business. Fair manufacturing conditions,
sustainably produced raw materials, renaturation, climate protection, the circular economy,
and New Work are the cornerstones for working regeneratively at all levels. Some 200
co-workers work in line with remote-first principles throughout Germany in pursuit of this goal.
www.wildling.shoes

About Zolar
Greentech startup Zolar offers set-price photovoltaic systems that homeowners can custom
design, compare, and order online. Using the specially designed Zolar online configurator,
homeowners have the opportunity to customize the components of their PV system in line
with their own preferences while benefiting from one-on-one consulting with solar experts. An
extensive network of local partner companies handles on-site installation. www.zolar.de
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