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CHAPTER 1

Getting Started

Have you ever woven a shaped tapestry before? Well 
if not, now is your chance. This Tapestry Tree  
Holiday Ornament is both an ornament and a tree. 
The shape is a simple triangle. We’ve combined 
straight weaving with a little bit of soumak knotting 
here and there for both texture and durability. When 
you are done weaving this piece, add some strung 
crystals for lights, embellish the sides and add a 
beaded hanger. 

Voila: a unique ornament you will definitely want to 
make more than one of for your tree or to share with 
others.
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TOOLS:

1. A Mirrix Loom size 8” or larger with a 
shedding device. 

2. A tapestry needle.

3. A smaller tapestry needle for finish work.

4. A beading needle.

5. A pair of scissors.

6. A bead mat.

7. Heddles (these can be purchased or made)

SECTION 1

What will you need?
SUPPLIES: YOU CAN PURCHASE THE MIRRIX  
HOLIDAY TREE ORNAMENT KIT OR YOU CAN  
SUPPLY THE MATERIALS YOURSELF. YOU WILL 

NEED:

1. Hand-painted Mirrix silk in various shades of 
green.

2. C-Lon beading thread.

3. Cotton warp.

4. A piece of ultra-suede.

5. 11/0 seed beads: break into your stash or buy a 
tube of your favorite color. You’ll need about 3 
grams for one tree. 

6. 3 and 4 mm crystals: available at your favorite 
bead store or  online. You will need about 30 
crystals for one tree. 
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WARPING IS EASY

1. Use any Mirrix loom with a shedding device 
with a 14 dent warp coil.

2. Put on 35 warps. You will have enough to 
weave two pieces. Leave an inch of threaded 
rod showing.

3. Put on the shedding device

4. You are now ready to start weaving.

5. If you are weaving this piece on a loom 
larger than the 16”, you will want to weave 
on one side of the loom to balance your 
warping bar. Read more here about that 
here. 

SECTION 2

Warping Your Mirrix Loom
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For detailed Mirrix warping instructions please 
view our tapestry warping .pdf here.

We also suggest checking out our Warping for 
Tapestry video on YouTube here.
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http://blog.mirrixlooms.com/blog/balancing-the-warping-bar
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CHAPTER 2

Let’s Get Weaving!
You need to create a base 
before you begin weaving.  
In order to do so, cut a length of warping material  
approximately two and a half times the width of your 
loom. Engage the shedding device in one direction and 
weave the thread. Wrap the thread around the base of 
the threaded side bars. Engage the shedding device in 
the opposite direction and weave the thread once more. 
Tightly tie the thread around the base of the threaded 
rod. Carefully push down this woven thread with end of 
your tapestry needle making sure to evenly space the 
warps. 

You will not be using a tapestry beater for this piece. 
Rather you will be using your tapestry needle to press 
the weft threads down.

You are now ready to start weaving.
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SECTION 1

In order to avoid tying knots to end your 
piece, you will need to create a series of 
half hitches. 

Half hitches are just knots across the warp threads. 
They are a great way to start any tapestry, but in this 
case they serve a greater purpose. We won’t be knotting 
any of the warp threads, including the ones on the side, 
to avoid bulky knots at the edges. The half hitches will 
keep your piece from falling apart when you remove it 
from the loom and make finishing it a whole lot easier.

 To begin the half hitch, cut a length of workable silk 
weft thread and thread it into your tapestry needle. I 
use about three feet. Tie a knot around the left side 
warp with the end of your weft thread.
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SECTION 2

Let’s get knotting

You will not engage the  
shedding device for this. 
Place your needle under 
the second warp heading 
toward the left. 
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Then sew through the loop. 
This creates a knot around 
the warp thread.

Continue along with these knots until you’ve reached the 
right side of your warp.



SECTION 3

Time for the real weaving!

Engage the shedding device. Using the weft thread you just used 
for knotting weave to the other side (or selvedge). You want to 
weave an arch and then with your tapestry needle press it down 
in a couple of places. The reason for this is: if you weave straight 
across, when you engage your shedding device for the opposite 
shed, the row you just wove will tend to pull in at the selvedges. 
Remember, your straight row of weaving is really a series of 

curves around 
every other 
warp. There is 
nothing 
straight about 
it. Yes, it’s 
straight when 
you put it in, 
but when you 
engage the 
shedding  
device more 

thread will be needed to make up for those series of curves. 
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A good visual for this is to take a thread and weave it 
through your fingers. See how it is not a straight line, 
but follows the curves of your fingers. All to say: you 
need more weft thread for every row than just the  
distance between the two selvedges. And by “bubbling” 
you get that extra thread.



SECTION 4

The Pattern
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For this first section, the knots on the bottom will be consid-
ered two rows. You will then weave four more rows, ending at 
the right selvedge. At this point you will tie a knot around the 
end warp. This will help keep your piece stable when your re-
move it from the loom.

To make this knot, 
take your weft thread 
around the right side 
of the side warp and 
then stick it through 
the loop. Pull tightly 
to make the knot.

Weave another row and create the same knot on the 
left selvedge warp.



SECTION 5

The pattern for this piece is six passes of 
weaving, making knots at row five and 
six. You will be decreasing one warp 
thread for every section so that your  
tapestry turns into a triangle. 

Whenever your reach row five and six you will make this knot. 
Below is a picture of reaching row five and making a knot. The 
way to make sure you are weaving six rows, is to make sure 
that there are always three wraps around the side warp 
threads.

9

This is the knot made around the end of the sixth pass.



SECTION 6

Starting a new weft thread.

Yes, you are going to eventually run out of weft thread.  
Because it does not matter what the back looks like, end your 
weft thread by sticking it between two warp threads and to the 
back of the piece. To add a new weft thread, begin it where the 
previous thread ended. 
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Stick the end of it between the next set of warp threads as if it 
were one continuous thread.



SECTION 7

Soumack knotting!
I love this technique. It adds both texture and durability to 
your tapestry tree.

Pictured here is soumak knotting after a few passes.  
 
To accomplish it when going from right to left, take your weft 
around the left side of the warp and under the warp to the 
right.  
 
The pattern is: over one warp going to the left and  
under two warps going to the right.

11

To do soumak knotting in 
the opposite direction: take 
your weft thread around 
the warp thread going over 
the warp thread from right 
to left and under two warp 
threads from left to right.

You can do as many soumak rows as you’d like and anywhere 
in this tapestry that you’d like.



SECTION 8

Keep weaving this pattern
Remember to count the number of turns around the side warp 
threads as you decrease. There should always be three turns at 
each selvedge. The last two rows will have knots at the side 
warp threads for stability. But don’t panic, if you forget a knot 
or even weave an extra row, your piece will still turn out fine. 
The idea is to create a fairly even triangle, but one extra or 
fewer row will be barely visi-
ble.  

And here we have another 
knot!
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Yes,  ran out of thread again. Below is another example 
of adding a thread.

Just keep on weaving.



SECTION 9

...And weaving and knotting some more!

13



SECTION 10

That final row
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The final row consists of wrapping around that single warp  
several times and then creating a knot at the top.

And now you are done weaving.

But wait! Don’t cut it off yet. Advance your 
weaving so that the tree is on the back of 
your loom. And start the next one. There 
should be a couple of  inches of warp be-
tween the two trees. 



CHAPTER 3

Finishing
Place the Christmas tree on the ultra-suede.

Tuck the warp ends under and pin tree to  
ultra-suede. Draw a line around it with a marker. 
You just want a sense of where to cut the  
ultra-suede.

Remove your weaving from the loom and trim 
the warp ends to about one inch. You will not 
need to tie off any of the ends.
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SECTION 1

Sewing it altogether
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Trim the ultra-suede making sure you have enough 
overlap to easily sew the two sections together and that 
there is an even amount of overlap all around the tree.

Tuck the warp ends to the back. Sew around the piece 
and keep tucking those ends in. You will be covering 
any stitches with seed beads later on so don’t worry if 
some of the warp ends seem to show a bit.



SECTION 2

Your tree before the trimmings! Getting 
ready to string those lights!

This is how your tree will look when she is all sewn up and  
taking a little nap on her side. If you have a bunch of beading 
thread left, just tie a knot and leave it. You will use it later to 
embellish the sides with beads.
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Before you add beads to 
the edges, you need to 
string the “lights” which 
consist of 4mm and 3mm 
fire polish crystals. 

To do so, cut a length of 
silk about a foot long. 

Thread a small tapestry 
needle with the silk. 

Sew between the  
layers at the top of 
the tree and secure 
the end of the silk 
in place by putting 
a knot at the very 
top of the tree.  
 
Trim the end of 
the silk.
  
Sew the end of the 
silk between the 
layers of the tree 
and trim.



SECTION 3

Ready, lights, action!

Thread a a beading 
needle with beading 
thread and make an 
over hand knot. Place 
the loop over the silk. 
Pick up a crystal and 
thread it onto the 
silk.
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 Sew the silk back into the 
tree and pull it out to the 
right. Thread another 
crystal. Tie an over hand 
knot in the silk close to 
the crystal. The idea is to 
tie knots before and after 
each crystal so that they 
stay spaced on the silk. 
Thread one more bead  
before you move down to 
the next row. 

You want your crystals to stay spaced like Christmas 
lights. And you want the strands to run in a Z pattern 
down the tree.



SECTION 4

Stringing along

String another crystal, make another knot. When you reach 
the side of the tree with a row of crystals make a knot.
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Keep stringing and knotting and creating 
that Z pattern down your tree.



SECTION 5

Your tree is now filled with lights
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Make a knot at the side of the tree to secure the 
end of the silk. Then sew it between the layers 
and to the front. Trim the end.



SECTION 6

Using the left over beading thread on top 
(or add a new thread) start embellishing 
the sides with seed beads.

21

You can pick up two or three beads. Just make sure 
to cover up the edge sewing to make it neat and 
pretty. You will most likely run out of beading 
thread, so just start a new one by sewing through 
the front of the tree to the side and making a knot. 
Trim the thread’s end.



SECTION 7

Make a loop on the top for hanging.
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First string a large 
crystal, then 24 beads. 
Sew back through the 
crystal.

Sew through the top of the tree and se-
cure by making a knot. Sew the beading 
thread through to the back of the piece 
and trim. Now You’re Done!


