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Tapestry is a type of fiber weaving. It is weft-faced (the warp does not show at all), the 
wefts are generally discontinuous (they do not go from selvedge (edge) to selvedge 
(edge)) and it is generally pictorial (like painting a picture with fiber).

In this ebook we will show you how to weave basic lines as well as a technique called 
slit tapestry, which allows you to weave more than one color on the same line. 

BEGINNING
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In this tutorial we will be using Navajo Wool Warp as 
warp and Paternayan Yarn as weft. You will need to space 
your warp threads differently if you are using thicker or 
thinner yarn. 

First, you will warp your loom at 7 dents per inch. This 
means the warp is spaced so that there are 7 warp threads 
in one inch (measured horizontally across the top of the 
loom). On a Mirrix you will warp every-other-dent using 
a 14 dent coil to get this sett. You can find Mirrix warping 
instructions here.  

Once your loom is warped, you will weave a header. This 
is a few rows of weaving done with your warp material. It 
acts as a base for your tapestry. 

String up some warp on your tapestry needle. The 
amount depends on how wide your piece is, but you want 
to be able to weave about a half of an inch high with this 
piece. 
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Starting on whichever side you want, 
begin weaving over and under your 
warp threads. Once you get to the far 
side of your piece, weave over and 
under the opposite warp threads. 

Keep doing this, making sure not to 
pull too tightly on the selvedge 
(edge) threads. 

We will go over some 
tips for weaving lines 
like this in the next 
section, including how 
to start and end your 
thread and how to 
keep your weft even. 

When you’ve woven 
about 1/2 an inch, end your header. 
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You are now ready to start weaving! We will start with a simple line. Weave over and 
under from one side to the other like you did when you wove your header.

Here we will start weaving on 
one side of the tapestry, but 
your weft yarn can be started at 
the beginning of a row or in the 
middle of a row.  

LINES & SLIT TAPESTRY 
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Starting and ending your weft threads in the 
middle is always easier. Simply end the 
yarn behind the weaving and begin a new 
thread in the same place.

If you aren’t starting or ending a thread in the 
middle of your piece, you may need to employ 
a technique called pigtails. 

When weaving tapestry, we want to make sure 
all of our weft ends are at the back of the piece. Sometimes an end on the edge of your 
piece might end facing the front of the piece rather than the back. To fix that, you 
simply need to make 
what is called a 
“pigtail”. To do this, 
bring your weft 
behind the last two 
threads and then 
loop it around the 
edge thread so it is 
facing towards the 
back. Easy!
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Keep weaving!

One trick to making sure 
your piece stays even and 
you don’t pull in on the 
edges of the piece is a tech-
nique called bubbling. 

Here’s how to do it:

Make sure the weft is 
wrapped tightly enough 
around the side warp to 
not have a baggy loop but 
not so tightly that it draws 
in at all. Lay the weft in to 
the warp in a curve and 
then take your finger and 
push down on that curve 
about every three or four 
inches so that the curve  
becomes a series of 
humps. 

Then press down the 
humps either with your 
fingers or with a fork or 
tapestry beater. 
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After you’ve woven a few 
passes with one color, 
you’re ready to try weav-
ing two different colors 
on the same horizontal. 

The technique I will be 
showing you is called slit. 

First, begin two new 
wefts. You want to start 

them in opposite directions. The green shown here is going from left to right and the 
purple is going from right to left. 

If you are weaving with more than two wefts on the same horizontal, the same rule 
applies. Every weft should be facing the opposite direction as the one next to it.

See the chart below. The green weft was started from the left and is moving right. The 
pink started from the right and is moving left and the blue started from the left and is 
moving right. This will allow your weft yarns to be facing in the right direction when 
you overlap your wefts.
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Once you have your wefts started in the correct relation to each other, you can begin 
weaving each color up, making sure there is a space (a “slit”) between the two colors. 
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Now that you’ve learned how to weave a line and how to weave slit tapestry, keep 
playing and combining the two techniques!
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To learn more about finishing a tapestry, check out this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znTev11zLPo

For more on weaving tapestry, check out our Tapestry Basics Guide: 
http://www.mirrixlooms.com/tapestry-basics/
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