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• CHAPTER 1 •

BEAD WEAVING/EMBROIDERY 
KIT



Although the creation of this bracelet has rules, 
there is a lot of room for your creativity to take 
over.  You can approach this bracelet in one of 
two ways:  You can bead weave the entire 
bracelet and then embellish it or you can weave 
four or five or six rows, embellish, weave some 
more, embellish. Here I have done the second (I 
wove nine rows before embellishing) because I 
am not patient enough to weave the whole 
bracelet before indulging in the fun part, which 
for me is the embellishment.  That is where one 
really gets to play.
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• Lesson One •

Set-Up And Warping

If you've never warped your loom before, follow 
the instructions for warping your loom for 
beadwork without the shedding device. A handy 
step-by-step .pdf can be found here. For this 
project you do not need a spring. The beads will 
help space your warp threads. 

http://www.mirrixlooms.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/beadworkwithoutsheddingdevice.pdf
http://www.mirrixlooms.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/beadworkwithoutsheddingdevice.pdf
http://www.mirrixlooms.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/beadworkwithoutsheddingdevice.pdf
http://www.mirrixlooms.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/beadworkwithoutsheddingdevice.pdf
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Dress your loom with ten warps of 
the C-Lon beading cord.  Thread 
about a foot and a half of C-Lon 
beading thread.  Tie the end to the 
side bar of your loom.  Thread nine 
beads.  Your choice of beads for the 
base of the loom is limited to 8/0 
seed beads, 10/0 Delica beads or the 
occasional 6/0 bead.  The concept is 
that the base beads are all of similar 
sizes and won't expand or contract 
the space between warp threads too 
much.  So if there is a bead I forgot 
to mention that looks like it fits just 
fine, go with it.  A crystal or a larger 
cube bead will be too large for the 
space.  Remember that this base will 
be covered with embellishment 
beads and so will only show through 
as a background.

Tie a knot with the end of the beading thread and the 
working end at the side of your piece to pull the beads 
together.  You can either weave in the end now or do it 
later.
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These are my first four rows composed of  size 
8/0 seed beads, a couple of 6/0 seed beads and 
10/0 Delica beads.

Seven rows into the base, this is 
what my piece looks like.
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Nine rows later.  You can see that the 
warps are not distorted because the 
beads are close in size.

Now for the fun part.  Coming out the side of the last 
row you wove, pick up a larger bead.  In my case I 
used a bugle bead (I use a lot of them in this piece 
because I love the way they look . . . we have included 
a bunch of them with your bead mix).  Then sew 
through a bead below that is one warp over.  The rule 
here, is sew through a bead that is far enough away 
that the embellishment bead will lie flat but not so far 
away that the beading thread will show.
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This is how the bead should look when 
sewn in.

From 
that first embellished bead you can go anywhere you 
want in the woven piece.  In my case, the next bead I 
added was a crystal traveling down the piece.  I then 
added a bugle bead, another crystal, a bugle bead, a 
Magnatama, and the  some more bugle beads (big and 
small) ending in the last row.  You can choose to travel 
across the rows more before heading down.  The point is 
to cover a lot of the base beads but not completely and to 
angle the beads differently so that they add interest.  The 
embellishment beads allow you to get off the weaving 
grid.

Need to know how to start a new 
thread when you’re weaving beads?

Click here.

http://www.mirrixlooms.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/startnewthread.pdf
http://www.mirrixlooms.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/startnewthread.pdf
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Add some more base rows and continue with 
embellishing.  When you run out of beading thread, sew 
through the base beads, tie a knot around a warp 
thread, sew through some more base beads, tie around 
another warp thread and sew through the base beads 
until you get to one side of the piece.  Trim the end. 
 Start a new thread in the same manner.  If you are 
using this thread to weave (and not embellish) make 
sure you exit at the correct side of the weaving (left if 
you are right handed and right if you are left handed).

I have traveled around the piece a lot with 
embellishment beads.
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I have taken a "fish bowl" picture so you 
can see the embellishment beads better.

Continue weaving and 
embellishing until your piece is 
large enough to fit around your 
wrist keeping in mind that it 
will end with a loop on one side 
and a button on the other.  

Your piece will shrink at least a 
third of an inch when you take 
it off the loom because the warp 
threads are under tension when 
on the loom and will shrink 
back to their original length.  
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Wrap a tape measure around your wrist 
to determine how long your bracelet 
should be.  If you make it too short, no 
worries.  You can always add more 
beads to the button attachment to 
extend the bracelet.  I made my first 
bracelet too short and it worked out just 
fine!  

If you make your bracelet too long you 
can always attach the button to the body 
of the piece instead of extending from 
the end.  In fact, this might be an option 
you want to choose in which case your 
piece needs to be long enough that both 
ends meet around your wrist.  Basically, 
you can't fail because you can adjust the 
clasp to accommodate your wrist.



To remove the piece, loosen the tension on the 
loom and slide out the warping bar.  Your piece 
will crash to the table!  This will wake her up.

Trim the ends of the warp threads so there are 
no loops.  Tie overhand knots with pairs of 
warp threads.  In order to get those knots close 
to your weaving, first weight the weaving with 
something heavy so it doesn't move around. 

 Then make the overhand knot.  Stick your 
beading needle inside the knot and push it 
toward the body of the weaving.  Once the knot 
is correctly positioned, remove it and tighten 
the knot.

Sew in your final weft 
thread (back into the 
bead weaving) before 
removing your piece 
from the loom.
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• Lesson 2 •

Weaving & Finishing
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Trim the ultra-suede so that it is the same size as the finished piece. 
 Place the ultra-suede on the back of the weaving.  Tuck the warp tails 
in between the weaving and the ultra-suede.  Sew all around the 
piece, connecting the ultra-suede to the weaving.

Wrap the bracelet around your wrist.  Measure the distance between 
the two edges.  This distance will be filled with the loop that the 
button will go into and the button itself.  This cuff should fit snugly 
around your wrist.  In any case, you will want to add some beads to 
the beading thread to attach the button.  
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Add some beads to the thread (keeping in mind how far 
you want the button to be from the edge of the bracelet).  I 
added ten beads, sewed through the button and added ten 
more beads. Sew through the edge of the bracelet and then 
sew back through the beads, through the button, back 
through the beads and the edge of the cuff.  Tie a knot and 
then sew through the ultrasuede.  

Trim the end of the thread.

Center your beading thread at one end of the 
cuff in order to attach the button.
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Attach a length of beading thread to the 
other end of the bracelet.  Pick up enough 
beads to be able to fit over the button.  You 
can make this loop longer than that if you 
need to in order to fit around your wrist. 
 Keep in mind, that if the cuff is snug the 
button will not fall out of the loop even if 
the loop is large.

Sew back through the end of the 
bracelet and then back through the 
beads for strength.  End the thread 
as you ended the other thread.
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You’re done!

Now make another one!

Remember, we love to see your work! 

Post pictures of your final piece to our Facebook Group and 
Ravelry Page! Enjoy and as always email us with any 
questions.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/mirrixlooms/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mirrixlooms/
http://www.ravelry.com/groups/mirrix-looms--woven-art
http://www.ravelry.com/groups/mirrix-looms--woven-art

