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This week we will be learning about the tapestry techniques
Eccentric Wefts and Dotting and finishing the weaving of our
tapestries.

We hope that you’ve started to master the technique of weaving
in opposite directions as well as slit tapestry. These will become
the building blocks for future tapestries.

You can find our week three introduction video here.

Eccentric Wefts:
While you can absolutely keep weaving this piece without using
the tapestry technique of Eccentric Wefts, it’s a fun one to include.

We love the name “Eccentric Wefts.” They are exactly what they
sound like: errant wefts that go off the straight line! Instead of
weaving all the wefts at the same time, with Eccentric Wefts you
will weave just one weft back and forth decreasing as you go,
forming a sort of mountain shape. You can then weave over it with
a neighboring color creating an outline. It’s another fun way to
create shapes and shading.

Remember if you do weave Eccentric Wefts to weave up all the
other wefts to the same level. For example, if you wove three full
passes of eccentric wefts, you will have to weave three full
passes of the white silk and the other wefts as well.

We’ve made a video about how to do this here.

https://youtu.be/sD1wkaHNnKU
https://youtu.be/fgqOqCRcjDY


Advancing your weaving:
Especially if you are using a loom with a shedding device, at
some point you may need to advance your weaving. This means
you will begin to rotate your weaving from the front to the back of
the loom, giving you more weaving space on the front. To do this,
simply loosen your tension slightly by turning the wing-nuts on
either side of the loom and carefully move the warping bar up the
back of the loom until your weaving is at a comfortable height.
You will need to remove the spring in your Bottom Spring Kit if you
are using one or will need to cut the piece of warp you wove in
supporting the bottom of your tapestry.

This video shows you how to do this.

Saffron Loom Four-Selvedge Technique:
Weaving at The Top:
When weaving a four-selvedge piece on the Saffron Loom and
you’ve reached about five inches, you should weave the top
section of silk (remember you do not need a header of warp if
weaving on the Saffron Loom) of 19 half-passes before
continuing.  It is easier to weave that last bit of wool when you are
not weaving close to the tines. It also allows you to accurately
determine where the wool weft ends and the silk border needs to
begin as the silk border will already be in place.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2luuLAoKX9c


Dotting:
This can be done when you are finished with your piece (as we
have done) or you can dot as you go. Dots are a fun way to add a
little spice of color here and there. We think they are just pure fun.
We have used the red silk to do the dotting through the piece. All
you do is thread a length of red silk (a yard is good) and bring it
through the piece to the front leaving a three inch tail. Then cross
one warp with it either straight across or at an angle. Do this
throughout the white silk and in places here and there in the body
of the weaving. It will make the other colors “pop” a lot more.



Finishing Weaving:
Finish weaving the body of your piece until you reach about five
and a three quarters inches.





End the right silk as well as the three colored wool wefts. You will
be weaving the silk weft from the left so leave that in place.

Take the silk weft from the left and weave it all the way across the
piece. Weave 19 half-passes.



End the white silk weft.

Weave five passes of warp like you did at the beginning of your
piece.

Next week we’ll remove our pieces from the loom and finish them!

You will need a sewing needle and thread next week if you are
not weaving a four-selvedge weaving on a Saffron Loom.


