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We are almost done with our tapestries!

Click here to watch our week four introduction video.

Finishing a Four-Selvedge Tapestry on a
Saffron Pocket Loom
To finish your Saffron-woven Prism tapestry, release the tension
on the loom by turning the wing-nut and remove the piece. There
will be two warp ends on each end of the tapestry which, using a
tapestry needle, you will sew into the back of the piece. The best
way to accomplish this is to turn the tapestry so the back is facing
you. Thread one of the warp threads onto your metal tapestry
needle and sew it down the length of the warp next to it for a
couple of inches. Tie a knot where it comes out of the piece to
make sure it is secure. Do this with the warp on the other end as
well. Once your piece is off the loom and you have sewn in your
two warp threads, read the section below but skip any parts
regarding finishing your warp threads.

Finishing
To remove the piece from
the loom, loosen your
tension and slide the
warping bar out of the
warp.

https://youtu.be/39pcTjO9S8M


Place the piece upside down on a flat surface.



Trim the weft ends on the back of the weaving.

Cut the loops off of the warp ends.



Next, tie overhand knots on pairs of warp threads. An overhand
knot is when you make a loop and stick the tail through it. To
make the knot sit flush with the piece, stick the end of a needle in
the knot and push it toward the bottom of the piece. Tighten the
knot. Knot all the pairs of warp threads on both the top and
bottom of the piece.





Trim the warp tails to about an inch on both ends.



Turn the header and footer to the back of the piece and sew it
down so that the header and footer are not showing.

You don’t get points for neatness on the back!

If you find stray wefts are showing at the sides, you can also sew
down some of those recalcitrant fellows. Additionally, if the slit
between the white silk and the wool silk is causing any kind of
gaps or wefts are popping through, you can sew the slits together.
We did not sew the slits on our piece



Here is the lovely messy back of your piece. I emphasized the
mess because it’s a known thing in needlework in general that the
back of your work should be pristine. In tapestry, that rule so does
NOT apply, so I take great solace in the fact that it’s legal for the
backs of my tapestries to be on the messy side!

And so should you!



Add a little loop near the top of your piece for hanging purposes.
Thread a needle with a foot of silk weft thread. Double the thread
and sew from the back to the front top of your piece and then
back again. Tie an overhand knot where the ends meet.



Displaying Tapestries:
There are various ways one can finish a tapestry. The Prism
tapestry only required a little loop to hang it. But not all tapestries
are tiny. Larger ones require you to support your piece more
along its top. My go-to for finishing a piece that is not tiny is to
sew the soft side of velcro to the top back edge of the piece. Put
the other piece of velcro (the velcro that self sticks is easiest to
use) on the wood. Drill two nail holes in the wood. Nail the wood
to the wall and press the tapestry with the other piece of velcro to
the wood. This is a very clean and invisible way to hang a
tapestry. Again, this little piece does not require that kind of heavy
lifting. You can also hide that loop by placing it farther down on
the piece so it does not show. A flat head tack would work great to
hang it up and none of it will show.

Other people like to incorporate other elements when they hang
their tapestry. A nice piece of driftwood to tie the piece onto is
always fun. Or use just a pretty piece of wood. You can also put a
piece of neutral linen on a stretcher frame (the kind you use to
stretch canvas for painting) and sew the piece to the center of the
linen. This frames the piece without putting glass in front of it
which I personally believe makes the piece harder to really see. I
believe fiber wants to be free!

We look forward to your original ways for finishing this piece so
please post them.

And of course, have fun!



Extra supplies for this kit are available here:

The Prism Tapestry Kit Wool Yarn Refill Kit

Silk:

You can find more white silk here.

You can find silk colors included in Prism Kits here (the colors you
received may vary):

-Color Thirty-Two

-Color Thirty-Three

-Color Thirty-Four

-Color Thirty-Five

-Color Thirty-Six

-Color Thirty-Seven

https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/kits/products/the-prism-tapestry-kit-yarn-refill
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/hand-painted-yarn/products/bobbin-of-white-silk
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/hand-painted-yarn/products/individual-bobbins-of-hand-painted-silk-color-thirty-two
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/hand-painted-yarn/products/individual-bobbins-of-hand-painted-silk-color-thirty-three
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/hand-painted-yarn/products/individual-bobbins-of-hand-painted-silk-color-thirty-four
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/hand-painted-yarn/products/individual-bobbins-of-hand-painted-silk-color-thirty-five
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/hand-painted-yarn/products/individual-bobbins-of-hand-painted-silk-color-thirty-six
https://mirrixlooms.com/products/copy-of-individual-bobbins-of-hand-painted-silk-color-thirty-seven

