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Click here to watch the week four intro. Video.

Finishing

Congratulations! You have finished weaving the Ellen Purse. Now let’s
make a purse out of it!

Remove your piece from the loom

Loosen the tension on your loom and slip out the warping bar. There
will be loops at the end of the warps. Trim the ends of the warps to get
rid of the loops. Leave the warps long for now. Once you’ve tied them
off you will trim them.

Tie off warp pairs

Tie the warp off with overhand knots. We have a neat little trick to
make sure the knot lands where it should (close to the weaving itself).

Make the knot. Stick a needle in the knot and push the needle toward
the tapestry. Tighten the knot on the needle and then remove the
needle. Tie all the warp pairs on both sides in this manner. .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDAq62HmMEk




Trim the warp to about two inches on both ends.

Trim the back ends and sew on the lining

Turn the piece face side down and trim the ends on the back of the
tapestry to about one inch.



Turn down the header (the beginning and ending weaving done with
warp material) so it is in the back of the tapestry. Pin it down to make
this easier. Sew it to the back.



Place the lining face side up on the tapestry that is face side down.
Fold in the edges of the lining so that it meets just shy of the edges of
the tapestry. Pin the lining to the tapestry.



Next, sew along the sides of the tapestry until the lining is securely
attached to the tapestry on all sides.



Fold the tapestry in half. Sew up the sides. Neatness should count but
in this case you will be covering those stitches with the strap so don’t
sweat a few imperfect stitches.



Making the Strap

Click here to watch a video on making a strap for this purse.

Cut four pieces of wool eleven feet. Tie a knot in one end and attach
to something stable. I used a door knob. Another person’s hands
would also work.

Cut eleven yards of each color. Tie a knot at each end. Tie one end to
a doorknob or a chair or something that won’t move! Twist the yarn
until the rope starts to kink a bit. Then identify the mid section and
step on it. Next, stealthily move the end in your hand to the end on the
doorknob until the piece is folded in half. Tie the new end to the
doorknob. From the folded end, let the two parts wind around each
other. Those ends will want to spin around each other making a rope!
Tie the ends together. Voila: you have yourself a rope.

https://youtu.be/KKzR-SIj-Qk


Below is the rope I made.



You can also weave a strap on a Mirrix loom. Our strap kit is perfect
for that. You will instantly become addicted to making these straps. I
know I am. Here is a strap I wove:

You can also make a Kumihimo braid. We offer a kit for that as well.

Here are the two different braids I made. The first one is a flat braid
made of hand-painted silk:

https://mirrixlooms.com/products/strap-kit
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/kits/products/kumihimo-square-kit


And here is another flat braid I made out of hand-painted silk and
Perle Cotton:

Here is a round braid from the round disc kit that will also work as a
strap:

https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/kits/products/kumihimo-round-kit


Sewing on the strap

In this case mind your stitches. You want them to be invisible so couch
them underneath the strap as much as you can. Place the end of the
strap at the bottom of the purse. Sew on one side of the rope up to the
top of the purse and then reverse and sew the other side.



Be sure your rope covers the seam in the purse for a clean look. You
are finished!

If you have only purchased the Ellen Purse kit you will have yarn and
possibly warp to play with still. We suggest making a smaller pouch or
maybe a miniature tapestry. Practice the techniques you learned. No
need to waste all that gorgeous yarn.

If you have also purchased the Martha Table Runner Kit, once you are
done with that piece you will also have a fair amount of leftover yarn.
In this case we recommend you try either another Ellen Purse-like
weaving or another table runner. Here is an example of the table
runner I wove with my leftover yarn:

If you are stopping at this weave-along, we do hope you had fun. If
you are continuing on with the Martha Table runner, see you in March!

Meanwhile I know what I will be weaving.

Cheers!

https://mirrixlooms.com/products/the-martha-table-runner-kit-weave-along-35


Claudia

Remember: We encourage you to ask us questions via email and
social media and post pictures of your progress to Instagram (use the
hashtag #theellenpurse), Facebook or Ravely. You do NOT need a
social media account to participate.


