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What you need to begin:
-An 8", 12", 16" or 22" Mirrix Loom with a shedding device

-A 10 dent warp coil (this coil likely did not come with your loom and
will need to be purchased separately.)

-Heddles (these can be purchased or made)

-A beading needle

-A tapestry needle

-A Mother’s Day Tapestry/Bead Cuff Bracelet Kit Weave-Along Kit

OR

-A Mother’s Day Tapestry/Bead Cuff Bracelet Kit Weave-Along Loom
Starter Package

AND

-A good pair of scissors

-A measuring tape

*Note: You can weave this on another loom or on a Mirrix without a
shedding device and/or without a kit, but we will not be able to assist
participants in sourcing materials or altering the project for different
looms. You can learn more about alternative supplies for this project
here.

https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/looms
https://mirrix-looms.myshopify.com/collections/accessories/products/warp-coils-springs
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/accessories/products/texsolv-heddles
https://mirrixlooms.com/products/flex-wire-beading-needles
https://mirrixlooms.com/collections/weaving-accessories/products/straight-bamboo-tapestry-needles-set-of-three
https://mirrixlooms.com/products/special-mother-s-day-tapestry-bead-cuff-bracelet-kit-weave-along
https://mirrixlooms.com/products/mother-s-day-tapestry-bead-cuff-bracelet-kit-weave-along-loom-starter-package
https://mirrixlooms.com/products/mother-s-day-tapestry-bead-cuff-bracelet-kit-weave-along-loom-starter-package
https://mirrixlooms.com/products/fiskars-softgrip-micro-tip-scissors?_pos=3&_sid=8c0da8742&_ss=r
https://mirrixlooms.com/pages/alternative-supplies-for-mothers-day-weave-along
https://mirrixlooms.com/pages/alternative-supplies-for-mothers-day-weave-along


About This Project:
Way back in 2011 Mirrix President Claudia Chase designed a project that
would become our most popular. It was a tiny tapestry with rows of beads
secured to a brass cuff. Over the years the project has evolved, but it has
never lost its luster. Today, we’ll begin teaching you how to make this
gorgeous bracelet. Each one made during this weave-along will be unique,
even with the exact same materials from the kit.

Preparing for This Project:
This project will show you how to make this project on a Mirrix Loom
with a shedding device and with a kit purchased from us.

The kit for this project will make two cuff bracelets.

For demonstration purposes, we will be weaving on a 12” Little Guy
Loom. Warping this loom is the same as warping any Mirrix Loom 8”
or larger. If you’ve never warped a Mirrix before, we suggest taking the
time to go over our .PDF warping instructions here and watching our
warping video here. We will not be using the shedding device for our
demonstration piece, but you are welcome to use it if you prefer. You
can find instructions on how to put the shedding device on your loom
in the instructions linked above.

For those of you who have never warped before, here are some other
resources I recommend checking out:

What’s a warp coil?

Warp Coil Measurements

How High Do I Adjust My Loom?

Why warp spacing matters

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/2375/8991/files/tapestry_28cc03e8-b16e-4ba0-a3f7-cff825af1319.pdf?v=1621868148
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmdujyityRk&list=PLwoiT3NmB1ybYynwLzFdhYlhw50Jjv6Ua&index=1&t=1141s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmdujyityRk&list=PLwoiT3NmB1ybYynwLzFdhYlhw50Jjv6Ua&index=1&t=1141s
https://www.mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/whats-a-warp-coil-updated
https://mirrixlooms.com/pages/warp-coil-measurements
https://www.mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/how-high-do-i-adjust-my-loom
https://www.mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/why-warp-spacing-matters-updated


Warping a Mirrix (different methods)

Balancing the Warping Bar

Confused by Warping? These Exercises Will Help!

Before you begin warping, you will want to set up your weaving space.
If I have the free table space, I like to set out my loom and supplies
and keep that space dedicated to weaving throughout my project.
Often, though, I don’t have a dedicated space to weave (it depends on
how many projects I’m working on at once), so I put all of my supplies
and materials for a specific project in a basket and take that out each
time I use my loom. One of the great things about weaving on a
portable tapestry loom is that it doesn’t need to take up a lot of space.

We find that you don’t necessarily need to plan your weaving for this
project, choosing colors and designs as you go creates a bold and fun
piece, but if you’d like you can take some time before you begin to
imagine how you want your bracelet to look, which materials you want
to use for each bracelet (the kit makes two), and how you want to use
your beads (rows placed randomly or consistently, mixed with crystals
or not, etc.)

Click here to watch an introduction video I made for Week
One of the weave-along.

Have fun!

https://mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/warping-a-mirrix-loom
https://www.mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/how-to-balance-your-warping-bar
https://www.mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/confused-by-warping
https://youtu.be/eOVpouQcb80


Some Definitions:
Tapestry: Tapestry is a type of fiber weaving. It is weft-faced (ie:
the warp does not show at all), the wefts are generally
discontinuous (they do not go from selvedge (edge) to selvedge
(edge)) and it is generally pictorial (like painting a picture with
fiber). The actual form of weaving is plain weave which means the
pattern you weave is under one thread and over the next. Other
forms of weaving include warp-faced weaving where only the
warp threads show and even weave, where equal amounts of
weft and warp show. You can see that if you are entirely covering
the warp threads, those threads will have no visible effect on the
weaving since they will not show. The warp threads become your
canvas but unlike an actual canvas for painting, it will not show at
all.

Warp and Weft: These are the foundation of your weaving. The
warp is the thread you put on the loom. The weft is the thread you
weave into the warp.

Selvedge: The dictionary calls it: “an edge produced on woven
fabric during manufacture that prevents it from unraveling.”
Basically, it refers to the sides of your piece. It can also refer to
the top and bottom of your piece once you’ve removed it from the
loom and finished the edges. This piece will basically be a
four-selvedged piece if woven on the Saffron Loom since all four
sides of the weaving are finished while still on the loom.

Line: When weaving tapestry it is important to know that a line is
made when all warp threads are covered by the weft. To make a
line you must make two half-passes, meaning you weave across



in one direction (one half-pass) and then come back in the other
direction (one half-pass) creating a line. Understanding this will
help you understand different tapestry techniques.

Pulling In: Pulling in is when your tapestry starts at one width and
gets thinner and thinner as you weave. It is one of the most
common problems that beginning tapestry students encounter.
This isn’t so much of  a problem with this project because the
beads help to prevent pulling-in, but it’s something to be
conscious of as you weave!

For some information on how to not pull-in at the selvedges,
please see the blog post “Prevent Pulling In”.

https://mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/prevent-pulling-in


Warping
Sett/Warp Coil: 10 EPI, 10 dent warp coil
Number of Warp Threads: 15

The warp for this project is the black or aqua colored C-Lon Cord (the
larger spool) that came with your kit. The warp does not show in your final
piece.

If you already know how to warp: Warp your loom with a 10 dent coil
15 warp threads across. Set your loom height so only 1.5” of threaded
rod is showing.

If you need a refresher or have never warped before, check out the
warping resources linked above before continuing.

First, fold out the legs (or leg) of your loom and ready your supplies.



Set the height of your loom by turning the wing-nuts on either side of
the loom. You want only 1.5 inches of threaded rod showing.

Measure to make sure the sides of the loom are even.

Next, put your 10 dent warp coil (also referred to as a spring) in the
coil tray on the top bar of the loom by looping each side over the brass
pieces on either side of the coil tray.

To check which is your 10 dent coil, place the coil on the loom,
measure an inch and count the dents (spaces in the spring). There
should be 10 dents in one inch.

Next, measure where on the loom the wooden clips are to make sure
they are at same height. You want the clips somewhere on the top
third of the loom. Turn them so the longer part is facing the back of the
loom. If you have a newer loom that has not yet been used, you will
have to unscrew the white plastic screw, swing it to the back of the clip
and re-screw it in to secure the clip to the loom.

Place the warping bar (the thicker aluminum bar) in the indentations in
the wooden clips and push the clips slightly inward to secure the bar.



If you have a loom larger than a 8” Loom, it is best to warp this piece
on one side of the loom instead of in the center. The reason you would
want to do this is to balance the warping bar. If we were to weave a
relatively thin piece in the center of a wide loom, once the loom is
warped, the warping bar would be unbalanced. By warping on one
side of the loom and then balancing the warping bar with a piece of
string, cord or ribbon the other side (or warping another piece on the
other side of the loom) we guarantee that our warping bar is balanced.
(In my sample piece, I warped in the center on a 12” Loom but the
warping bar would have been more stable if I had warped on one
side.)

You will warp your loom in every dent (a dent is a space in the spring)
across until you have 15 warp threads (counted at the top of the
loom).

The concept of warping is fairly straightforward. First, you tie your
warp to the warping bar. Then, you wrap the warp around the outside
of the loom. Every time you reach the warping bar, you loop around it
and go back in the direction you just came from. That’s it.

These are my four rules of warping a Mirrix:

Rule One: Never bring your warp through the center of your loom.
You will ALWAYS be wrapping AROUND the loom. Periodically check
to see that you haven’t accidentally brought your warp through the
center of the loom.



Rule Two: Never try to hold a conversation, watch a television show
or read a book while warping. Maybe when you’re an expert you can
do that, but for now, concentrate. In that same vein, you don’t want to
drop your warp while you are warping if you can help it because that
could cause issues with your tension. When warping a Mirrix, you
don’t need TIGHT tension (the loom will do that for you later) but you
do need EVEN tension.

Rule Three: Be a perfectionist. I’m not a perfectionist and I tend to do
things at, pardon the pun, warp speed. But warping needs perfection.
One mistake can cause you trouble and confusion, so your best bet is
to go slowly and make sure everything is even and not messy from the
get go. Trust me on this one.

Rule Four: Be patient with yourself. I’ve taught a lot of people how to
warp. Some people get it right away. Others don’t. If you’re in the latter
category, don’t beat yourself up. Keep trying and pretty soon it will be
second nature!

You’re ready to tie on your warp!

Figure out where you want the center of your piece to be on the loom.
Then, measure about ¾ of an inch to the left . This is where you will
begin warping. (Unless you are warping on one side of your loom
because you are using a larger loom, as discussed above.)

At this place, take your warp thread and tie it in a double knot to the
warping bar.



Next, bring your warp thread from the warping bar over the top of the
loom from the back.

When you hit the warp coil, place your warp thread into one of the
spaces in the coil. Again, this is called a dent.



Bring your warp thread down the front of the loom and then under the
loom from the front to the back.

Continue up the back of the loom until you hit the warping bar. Then,
loop your warp around the warping bar and bring it back towards the



bottom of the loom. This loop can be from the front to the back of the
warping bar or the back to the front.

Continue bringing your warp down the loom in the back and then
under the loom and up the front. When you hit the warp coil, you will
want to place it in the next dent over from where the first warp thread
is.



Continue over the top of the loom and down the back until you hit the
warping bar. Again, loop around the bar and come back in the
direction that you came from.

When you hit the warp coil again (this time coming over the top from
the back of the loom) you will again place the warp in the next dent
over.



Now, keep repeating these steps: Bring your warp thread around the
outside of the loom. When you hit the warping bar, loop around it and
come back in the direction you came from. Every time you hit the warp
coil, place your warp in the next dent over.

When you have warped 15 warp threads across, tie off on the warping
bar, making sure to keep even tension.

Click here to watch a video of me warping for this project.

Next, swing your wooden clips out to release the warping bar.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKaCQcwNtl8&feature=youtu.be


Next, slowly move your warping bar down the back of the loom until it
is about an inch from top of the bottom beam. You may have to loosen
your tension by turning your wing-nuts to do this, depending on how
tightly you initially warped. If you’d like, you can slide your spring bar
(the thin metal bar that came with your loom) into the warp coil on the
top of the loom to prevent your warp threads from popping out of the
warp coil while you move the bar down. You will want to remove this
bar before putting on your heddles.



If you have warped on one side of the loom, now is the time to tie a
ribbon/string on the other side to balance the warping bar.

At this point, take some time to make sure your warp threads are
spaced evenly. Adjust them at the bottom of the loom and measure at
both the top and bottom of the loom to make sure the width of your
piece is even.



If there is any slack in your warp, tighten your tension slightly.

Now, you are ready to put your shedding device on your loom! Swing
your wooden clips so they are facing the front of the loom instead of
the back. Secure them to the loom and make sure they are even. You
want them to be ½ to ¾ of the way up the copper side bars of the
loom. Next, place the shedding device in the grooves in the wooden
clips with the side with a hole on your dominant side (this is where the
shedding device handle will go.) Make sure the brass disks on the
shedding device are out of the way before doing this. You can loosen
them with the wing-nuts on the clips.

Next, you will begin putting the heddles on your loom.

Make sure you have 15 heddles. If you purchased Mirrix heddles on a
roll, cut them apart so they look like the picture below.



Loosen the screw that is securing the top heddle bar on the shedding
device with the Allen wrench that came with your loom. Slide the bar
all the way to the right of your weaving.

Take your heddle and place it behind the first warp thread on the right
so the warp thread is in front of the center of the heddle.



Next, bring both sides of the heddle together around the warp thread.

Loop the heddle (both sides) onto the heddle bar.

Now, skip a warp thread and put a heddle on the third warp thread
from the right the same way. Continue doing this with every other warp



thread. If you run into one of the brass or silver pieces that the heddle
bar goes through, you can put your heddle to the left or right of it, or
even one side of the heddle on the left and the other on the right.

Watch a video of me putting heddles on my loom for this project here.

When you have finished putting your heddles on half of your warp
threads, re-tighten the heddle bar, making sure the edges of the bar
are not sticking out on either side.

Next, flip the shedding device over so the bottom heddle bar is now on
the top of the shedding device. Do this by turning the shedding device
towards the loom.

https://youtu.be/JSCvLgW5_qs


Now, place the rest of your heddles on the warp threads that do not
already have heddles on them.



Some notes and tricks about putting heddles on your loom:
-Be very careful as you put your heddles on your loom. If you

accidentally put two heddles on one warp thread or forget to skip a
warp thread, you’ll have to redo the entire process.

-It can be helpful to take your spring bar and weave it through your
warp threads when putting on your first set of heddles so half of the
warp threads are above the spring bar (these are the ones that need

heddles) and then weave it through again with the opposite threads on
top when putting on your second set of heddles.

-If you are having issues, check out this blog post on heddle
troubleshooting for tapestry weaving.

-A crochet hook can be a helpful tool for picking up your warp threads
before putting a heddle on them.

-Make sure your heddles are both currently placed on your warp
threads and neatly organized.

When you’ve finished putting on your second set of heddles, secure
your second heddle bar using your Allen wrench.

Next, place your spring bar inside your top warp coil, making sure it
goes over the warp threads to keep them securely in the warp coil.

https://mirrixlooms.com/blogs/mirrix-blog/heddle-troubleshooting-for-tapestry-updated


Place your shedding device handle inside the hole on the right or left
side of your shedding device. Secure it with the cap nut.

Now, tighten your tension slightly by turning the wing-nuts
counter-clockwise. You do not want your warp threads to be at all
loose, but you don’t want them to be so tight that it is difficult to get
you hands between them.

Take some time again to make sure your warp threads are spaced
evenly. Adjust them at the bottom of the loom and measure at both the
top and bottom of the loom to make sure the width of your piece is
even.

Now your loom is warped!

Tune in next week for the fun part: Beginning to weave!


