
The Stay Home and Weave
weave-along

WWW . M I R R I X L O OM S . C O M



Welcome to Mirrix's Stay
Home and Weave 
weave-along

This is the first week of the weave-along. 
 

Here is our  schedule:
Week of January 31st: Set-up and warping of the Saffron Pocket Loom

Week of February 7th: Weaving the piece and learning tapestry techniques
Week of February 14th: Finishing the piece 

 
All information will be available after the weave-along for those who cannot

participate in real time.
 

Remember: The weave-along will not detail how to weave the exact same pattern as
pictured, but will give you all the tools to use these colors and these techniques to

make a similar tapestry of one’s own design!



What You Need To Begin
-A Saffon Pocket Loom. Another Mirrix Loom size would work too, but

you will need to warp and finish differently. 
 

-A Stay Home and Weave Kit 
OR

-A tapestry needle. 
-Yarn. (The yarn we are using is worsted weight with all three strands.)

-Warp



The techniques we will cover
in this weave-along are:

The goal of this weave-along is to introduce you to or remind you of some basic tapestry techniques. 
 

Some of you purchased the kit for this weave-along and others purchased the Brights or Pastel Yarn Kits when we ran
out of the dedicated weave-along kit. Therefore, we will all be using different colors. Even the weave-along kits
morphed over time because our supplier ran out of some of the colors. But having the exact colors I am using is not
the point of this weaving. The point is to learn techniques and then apply them in your own way. I do not want you to
try to copy exactly my design. 

This is a good opportunity to find out the techniques you really like so you can explore them at length. Practice makes
perfect. If you are new at this, do not despair if you do not get everything right at first and feel free to pick and choose
which techniques you take on.  

You will notice that the yarn in the kits is a very loose three-ply. This is yarn intended for needlepoint which gives it two
properties: the ability to easily be broken down to three strands to be used in a variety of needlepoint setts and it is
very sturdy so that it can be sewn through the holes of the needlepoint canvas again and again. It makes ideal yarn for
tapestry. As we progress we will be using this yarn in a variety of ways from its original form of three plies of one color
to just two plies or mixing the single strands with other colors. This facilitates shading and developing subtle color
changes. We are also going to make a piece with four finished selvedges so you can just take it off the loom and be
done. But our main intention, besides getting you familiar with the properties of this yarn, is to learn a few basic
techniques that will serve as a foundation for your tapestry learning.

-Soumack knotting
-Weaving in opposite directions 

(This is the foundation of tapestry weaving)
-Pick-and-pick
-Slit tapestry

-Claudia Chase



Warping
Please note that, although you can use any Mirrix loom  for this weave-

along (as well as any warp yarn or weft that you like), we are only going to
show you how to warp the Saffron Loom.

 
If you've never put together or warped your Saffron Loom before, please
refer to the .PDF instructions that can be found here to learn the basics.
Make sure to tighten your loom with a wrench (or two) if this is your first

time putting it together. 
 

If you are using a different Mirrix loom and do not know how to warp it,
you can find warping instructions here. You can put on the shedding

device if you have one, but we will be weaving without one. 
 

We will be warping our loom the full width of the Saffron Loom. You can
warp your loom as wide as you'd like, but for the materials provided in

the kit we recommend around 5" of weaving width. 
 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/2375/8991/files/saffronloominstructionslong_a8600f73-9ffa-43a8-a43f-defebb7646d6.pdf?v=1584996951
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/2375/8991/files/tapestry.pdf?2701190756024319323


We are going to be putting a double warp on our looms. 
 

The reason for this is we felt that this piece required a little
more heft as its base. It is very easy to put on a double

warp. You warp in one direction and then head back to the
starting place.

 
If you are not using a Saffron Loom, double your warp by
warping with doubled warp thread (two strands at once). 

 
You want to make sure you have an EVEN number of warp

threads.
 

To begin: Set your Saffron Loom so there is a full inch of
threaded rod exposed at the top of the loom.

 



Starting at either side of the loom, take the  end of your warp thread and wrap it
three  times around the beam of the loom between tine one and two, leaving one
end loose.

Bring the warp down to the bottom beam 
and loop around the outside tine.



Bring the warp up to the top beam
and loop around the next tine.
Continue in this pattern, zig-zagging
the warp across the loom.

Try to keep even tension as you
warp the loom. 

Once you’ve warped fully warped the
loom in one direction, start warping
in the opposite direction so that all
of the warps are doubled.



Once you have gotten back to
your starting point, wrap your
warp thread around the end tine
to keep tension. Then use a
square knot to tie the two ends
of your warp together.

When you remove the piece
from the loom you will just have
two long warp ends that you can
weave back into the piece. 

Put tension on the warp by
loosening the top wing-nut and
then tightening the bottom
one.

Tip: Take some tape, whether it be masking or
Scotch, and place it over the loom's top and bottom
tines after you warp. This prevents any snagging of
the weft threads and will make it much easier to
weave when you are weaving close to the tines.



Weaving a Header and Footer
 

When making a piece with four finished selvedges on the Saffron Loom, we weave
from both the bottom up and the top down. The reason for this is it is much
easier to squeeze in those final wefts if you are not fighting to get close to the top
tines.

For our header and footer (the top and bottom of your weaving) we will use single
soumak knotting  This gives us a nice sturdy base when we remove our pieces
from the loom.

Remember: Your warp is doubled. We will refer to each doubled warp thread as if
it is one warp thread. Do not split any of these doubled warps.  



Soumak Knotting
Loop around warp two from left to right. Bring your
needle to the front between warps three and four.  

Starting on the right side of your loom, bring your
threaded needle up through the first and second
warps (we'll call these warps one and two) leaving
the weft tail in the back. Loop around warp one
from left to right. Bring your needle up to the front
through warps two and three. You are making a
circle around the warp threads. 



Weave a row of soumak on the top as well. Why?
When doing a four selvedge weaving on the Saffron
it's a tad tricky wrestling with the tines when trying to
get in that last quarter inch. You can weave down
from the top a lot or a little depending on your
mood. It is much easier to cram in wefts between
wefts. If you are using a loom with a shedding device
you do not want to do this  as it makes the shedding
device unusable. 

Continue with this pattern of making circles around the
warp threads until you reach the other selvedge.

End by sticking your weft down in between the the first
and second warp on the opposite side.

Now you'll repeat that same pattern. Loop around warp three from left to right. Bring your needle up to the front
through warps four and five. Loop around warp four from left to right. Bring your needle to the front between
warps five and six.  



You are done with week one!  
Next week we will begin to weave!

-Claudia Chase


