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“Sourced entirely from the family vineyard planted in 1994 in the Wanaka 
sub-district of Central Otago, the dynamic team of Sarah- Kate and Dan Dineen 
are rising stars to be taken seriously. There is a sappy fragrance to the bouquet 
showing cold tea, liqueur-soaked plums and geranium; the palate is fleshy and 
direct, showing ample fine-grained tannins and finishing with a lingering 
sweet-fruited finish. Completely unevolved and ethereal in its grace, this is one 
for lovers of fine-boned pinot noir.”

by Ben Edwards
2010 MAUDE, MT MAUDE VINEYARD, PINOT NOIR
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2010 Maude Wines  
Mt Maude Pinot Noir 
Central Otago, New Zealand

Sourced entirely from the family vineyard 

planted in 1994 in the Wanaka sub-district of 

Central Otago, the dynamic team of Sarah-

Kate and Dan Dineen are rising stars to be 

taken seriously. There is a sappy fragrance to 

the bouquet showing cold tea, liqueur-soaked 

plums and geranium; the palate is fleshy and 

direct, showing ample fine-grained tannins and 

finishing with a lingering sweet-fruited finish. 

Completely unevolved and ethereal in its grace, 

this is one for lovers of fine-boned pinot noir.

RRP $60 / www.domainewines 

hippers.com.au 

2010 Stephane Magnien 
Chambolle-Musigny 1er  
Cru Les Sentiers 
Cote de Nuits, Burgundy, France  

(Pinot Noir)
This wine may raise some eyebrows among 

Burgundy aficionados, but this pure, delicate 

and racy wine brilliantly exhibits the vineyard 

character without any artefact from the 

winemaker. Pure and fragrant red cherry with 

light floral high notes are on the bouquet, while 

the palate has an exhilarating energy with 

super-fine tannins and a truly expansive finish 

revealing the legendary peacock’s tail of flavour. 

The purity captures the essence of Chambolle-

Musigny and young winemaker Stephane 

is sure to gain plenty of notoriety in years to 

come. This wine represents amazing value for 

such lovely pinot noir, regardless of origin.

RRP $125 / www.serrat.com.au 

 
2011 Eden Road Canberra 

There is no shortage of exciting shiraz in the 

Canberra district and this highly perfumed, 

floral and red-fruited example from Nick 

Spencer and the team is more evidence that 

great winemakers handle difficult vintages with 

aplomb. The palate is racy, direct and tightly 

wound, with saturated red and black fruits 

at its core. These are offset by black pepper 

notes, hints of gravel and super fine, long and 

perfectly ripe tannins.

RRP $50 / www.edenroadwines.com.au 

2010 Bilancia  
La Collina Syrah 
Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand

If there is one syrah every fan needs to try, it is 

this from the maestro of Hawke’s Bay, Warren 

Gibson. Unfortunately there won’t be a La 

Collina in 2011 or 2012, which is more reason 

to hunt this down. The vineyard is incredibly 

low-yielding and perched precariously on the 

side of a ridiculously steep slope, and the result 

is a wine of such purity and perfume of red and 

black fruits, and an intriguing array of spices on 

the bouquet. The palate is like silk, staggeringly 

long and layered, and very hard to leave alone.

RRP $100 / www.bilancia.co.nz

2010 Mount Langi Ghiran 

Langi Shiraz 
The history of the original Langi vineyard is well 

documented and the fruit in the hands of Dan 

Buckle (now at Chandon in the Yarra Valley) has 

seen the raw product of the vineyard realise its 

full potential. Saturated purple in colour, with 

a heady bouquet of blue and black fruits, wet 

slate, roasted meats and Asian spices; the palate 

is all power and restraint, layered with vibrant 

acidity and gravelly tannins in balance with the 

copious levels of fruit. This is destined to go the 

distance for those who like to cellar wine.

RRP $100 / www.langi.com.au 

FOOD MATCH / “This cooler climate shiraz 

has plenty of white pepper characters so will go 

perfectly with red meat, such as an Angus beef 

fillet grilled served with a mushroom ragu.”

FRANCK MOREAU {MERIVALE, SYDNEY} 
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2008 Poggerino Chianti 
Classico Riserva Buggiala
Tuscany, Italy (Sangiovese)

In all honesty, you could consider the whole 

Poggerino estate as a single vineyard, yet Pierro 

Lanzo makes this single-plot wine that captures 

the essence of the muscle and perfume of 

the Rada sub-region of Chianti Classico. The 

2008 reveals bright red cherry and brambly 

fruit on opening, then with time, the dark fruits 

hold sway, with powerful tannins and fresh 

well-handled and spicy oak notes in harmony 

with the fruit. The wines of this estate reflect the 

family behind them, harmonious in every way.

RRP $77 /  
www.trembathandtaylor.com.au 

2009 Thomas Wines  
Kiss Shiraz 
Andrew “Thommo” Thomas is a man on fire 

with his 2011 reds (his whites aren’t half bad 

either). This wine, selected from the best fruit 

available from the original Pokolbin Estate 

vineyard, manages to express an electric and 

captivating bouquet of red and blue fruits, hints 

of sage and exotic spices. The palate is silky, 

lively and the tannins simply dance effortlessly 

from start to extraordinarily long finish. Duly 

rewarded at wine shows, for those who love to 

enjoy beautiful, fragrant and medium-bodied 

wines when they are young, this will certainly 

satisfy. Those with patience however, will reap 

the ultimate reward over the years to come.

RRP $60 / www.thomaswines.com.au 

2011 Head Wines  
The Brunette Syrah 
Once again, winemaker Alex Head has been 

able to harness the power of the Barossa 

Valley in an elegant package, helped along 

by the elegant nature of the vintage. The 

highly perfumed and aromatic bouquet offers 

a melange of dark fruits, exotic spices and a 

suggestion of gun flint and graphite; the palate 

is tightly coiled and restrained, needing time to 

unwind and come home with a flourish of fruit 

and savoury complexity. It will age with grace, 

but will be hard to leave alone.

RRP $50 / www.headwines.com.au 
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Choosing 20 wines from 

around the world that represent 

the demanding ideology of single 

vineyard wines is a daunting 

task. Why not just ask how long 

is a piece of string? There are so 

many great wines that express the 

unique characteristics of place 

and variety available in Australia 

we are spoilt for choice, especially 

with the abundance of imports 

coming in on the back of a strong 

Australian dollar.

Essentially, I chose wines to 

represent an array of styles and  

a mix of old and new, but the 

latter have a proven track record.  

This is either by region, vine 

age or the proven ability of the 

winemaker to make brilliant  

wines in new digs. I believe there  

is something in this line-up for 

every lover of fine wine, from the 

budget-conscious to those keen to 

source the rare and hard-to-find.
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2011 Eldridge Estate  
Gamay Noir 
David and Wendy Lloyd have been making tiny 

quantities of Beaujolais’ grape variety gamay 

noir for more than 20 years. They understand 

how to capture the beauty of blue fruits, floral 

notes and downright drinkability of the variety, 

while reflecting a depth of character and 

saline quality that adheres to the Mornington 

Peninsula’s sense of place. Vibrant, lacy and 

refreshing, and rather inexpensive for a 

benchmark example of this hard-to-find variety 

in Australia. Every Beaujolais lover should try 

this wine.

RRP $35 / ww.eldridge-estate.com.au 

2011 Craggy Range  
Aroha Pinot Noir 
There can be little doubt every wine that 

comes from Craggy Range represents a team 

effort, yet at this top level of production, the 

vineyard is the star. It shows the raw power 

and beauty of the Te Muna Road vineyard 

in Martinborough; the bouquet is flush with 

wood spices, thyme and dark fruits; the palate 

is powerful and opulent on the one hand, yet 

shows restraint and purity on the other. And 

while there is fine French oak in evidence,  

the harmony of the overall wine is beautiful  

to behold.

RRP $120 / www.craggyrange.com

2010 Domaine Chignard 
Fleurie Cuvee Speciale 
Beaujolais, France (Gamay Noir)

The different Cru of Beaujolais express vastly 

different characters and often due to its name, 

Fleurie is considered the fragrant and forward 

Cru of the region. Sometimes this is true, but 

certainly not in this case. Sourced from an 

80-year-old plot in a lieu-dit called ‘Moriers’ that 

abuts Moulin-a-Vent, this densely structured, 

savoury and mineral-driven example would put 

many wines of the Cote de Nuits to shame with 

its intensity. Full of energy, sappy tannins and 

built for the long haul, yet like many great  

wines is delicious today.

RRP $48 / www.andrewguard.com.au 

FOOD MATCH / “I’d suggest duck liver 

crostini with fried duck egg. This oak-driven 

cuvee has body to support the richness of  

liver and brings balance back to the dish  

with its lively acidity.”

ALAN HUNTER {E’CCO BISTRO, BRISBANE} 

2009 Paringa Estate  
The Paringa 
The wines of Lindsay McCall have always been 

powerful, hedonistic and a pure expression of 

his vineyard, but in recent years, a lightness 

of touch has been duly noted. The vintage of 

2009 produced heady wines, and the exotic 

and dark-fruited bouquet follows suit, but it is 

on the palate where things get exciting. The 

freshness, poise and precision of beautifully 

balanced fruit, tannin and acid work in harmony 

to provide a wonderfully long finish. Time shall 

not weary this particular wine.

RRP $90 / www.paringaestate.com.au 
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