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Belt Publishing is an independent press based in Cleveland, founded as a platform 
for new and influential voices from the Midwest and beyond. Since 2013 we have 
published a steadily growing list of critically acclaimed nonfiction, and we are on course 
to continue that growth in 2019. 

Recent titles have had national impact: Elizabeth Catte’s What You Are Getting Wrong 
About Appalachia, now in its fifth printing, has changed the cultural conversation about 
an often-maligned region. The launch of our Belt Revivals series, reprinting influential 
works from the past that illuminate the present, was heralded by Fresh Air and the New 
York Times Book Review. Our flash-published 55 Strong: Inside the West Virginia Teachers’ 
Strike is a document of a watershed moment in modern labor told by the people who 
made it happen. And Daniel Kay Hertz’s The Battle of Lincoln Park, which explores 
the familiar story of gentrification through a new and surprising lens, is already set to 
become a seminal text for contemporary urbanists.

The coming year is looking just as bright, with the April 2019 publication of Amanda 
Kolson Hurley’s Radical Suburbs, an examination of American suburbia that gives the 
lie to its white-bread reputation. We’re looking forward as well to the fall release of 
Midwest Architecture Journeys, an anthology that looks beyond Frank Lloyd Wright and 
Mies van der Rohe to the lesser-known and vernacular structures that help shape our 
region, and to Jonathan Foiles’s This City Is Killing Me, a social worker’s exploration 
of community trauma and mental health in urban America. We have five more Belt 
Revivals in the pipeline, from Clare Winger Harris’s gloriously original works of science 
fiction to Lincoln Steffens’s legendary The Shame of the Cities. And we have three new 
anthologies and one city guidebook to add to the growing library of original writing 
about the places we call home. 

Curious to learn more? Just keep reading.

Anne Trubek
Founder and Publisher

What people are saying about Belt...

“For the past five years, a small press called Belt Publishing 
has been bringing out intriguing nonfiction books about the 
Midwest; now they’ve started a new series called Belt Revivals 
to publish classic Midwestern fiction as well as nonfiction.”

– Maureen Corrigan for Fresh Air

“Belt Publishing...has served as a thoughtful foil to national-
media characterizations of the region as either hopelessly 
dystopic or cheerfully rebounding, sticking instead to a 
knotty middle.”

– Christopher Borrelli for the Chicago Tribune

“Belt’s books illustrate a diversity of viewpoints, a broad 
representation of authors, and a clear social conscience is more 
of an effect of the types of books Belt publishes than the cause.” 

– Liz Button for the American Booksellers Association

 

“Belt anthologies offer readers an opportunity to find stories 
and perspectives from their place, in which they may 
recognize themselves.”

– Alastair Boone and Kriston Capps for CityLab

“Specializing in nonfiction books about the industrial 
Midwest, Belt Publishing is growing rapidly and gaining 
visibility in the marketplace. …Belt titles…have a universal 
appeal.”

—Claire Kirch in Publishers Weekly



A merica’s suburbs are not the homogenous places we sometimes take them for. 
Today’s suburbs are racially, ethnically, and economically diverse, with as many 
Democratic as Republican voters, a growing population of renters, and rising 

poverty. The cliché of white picket fences is well past its expiration date.

The history of suburbia is equally surprising: American suburbs were once fertile ground 
for utopian planning, communal living, socially-conscious design, and integrated 
housing. We have forgotten that we built suburbs like these, such as the co-housing 
commune of Old Economy, Pennsylvania; a tiny-house anarchist community in 
Piscataway, New Jersey; a government-planned garden city in Greenbelt, Maryland; a 
racially integrated subdivision (before the Fair Housing Act) in Trevose, Pennsylvania; 
experimental Modernist enclaves in Lexington, Massachusetts; and the mixed-use, 
architecturally daring Reston, Virginia.

Inside Radical Suburbs you will find blueprints for affordable, walkable, and integrated 
communities, filled with a range of environmentally sound residential options. Radical 
Suburbs is a history that will help us remake the future and rethink our assumptions of 
suburbia.
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America’s suburbs are not the homogenous places we sometimes take 
them for. Today’s suburbs are racially, ethnically, and economically diverse, 
with as many Democratic as Republican voters, a growing population of 
renters, and rising poverty. The cliche of white picket fences is well past its 
expiration date.

The history of suburbia is equally surprising: American suburbs were 
once fertile ground for utopian planning, communal living, socially-conscious 
design, and integrated housing. We have forgotten that we built suburbs 
like these, such as the co-housing commune of Old Economy, Pennsylvania; 
a tiny-house anarchist community in Piscataway, New Jersey; a government-
planned garden city in Greenbelt, Maryland; a racially integrated subdivision 
(before the Fair Housing Act) in Trevose, Pennsylvania; experimental 
Modernist enclaves in Lexington, Massachusetts; and the mixed-use, 
architecturally daring Reston, Virginia.

Inside Radical Suburbs you will find blueprints for affordable, walkable, 
and integrated communities, filled with a range of environmentally sound 
residential options. Radical Suburbs is a history that will help us remake the 
future and rethink our assumptions of suburbia.

AMANDA KOLSON HURLEY is a writer who specializes in architecture 
and urban planning and a senior editor at CityLab. Her work has appeared 
in The Atlantic, The Washington Post, Architect magazine, The American 
Scholar, and many other publications. She lives in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

APRIL 2, 2019   ISBN: 9781948742368
HISTORY | $16.95 | TRADE PAPERBACK | 5 X 7 | 160 PAGES

Radical Suburbs  
Experimental Living on the Fringes  
of the American City

BY AMANDA KOLSON HURLEY

Amanda Kolson Hurley is a writer who 
specializes in architecture and urban planning and 
a senior editor at CityLab. Her work has appeared 
in The Atlantic, the Washington Post, Architect 
magazine, The American Scholar, and many other 
publications. She lives in Silver Spring, Maryland. 



W hen Jonathan Foiles was a graduate student in 
social work, he had to choose between a mental 
health or policy focus. But once he began working, 

he found it impossible to tell the two apart. While working 
with poor patients from the South and West sides of Chicago, 
he realized personal therapy could not take into account the 
impact unemployment, poverty, housing, and other structural 
urban issues have on individual and community well-being. It is 
easy to be depressed if you live in a neighborhood that has few 
available supportive resources or is terrorized by gun violence. 
We are able to diagnose people with depression, but how does 
one heal a neighborhood? 

This City Is Killing Me: Community Trauma and Toxic Stress in 
Urban America, brings policy and psychiatry together. Through 
a remarkable set of case studies, Foiles opens up his clinical door 
to allow us to overhear the stories of Jacqueline, Frida, Robert, 
Luis, Anthony, and other poor Chicagoans. As we listen, Foiles 
teaches us how he diagnoses, explains how psychiatrists before 
him would analyze these patients, and, through statistics and 
the example of Chicago, teaches us how policy decisions have 
contributed to these individuals’ suffering. It is a remarkable, 
unique work of social work and psychology with an urgent 
political call to action at its core.

Jonathan Foiles is a writer and mental health professional 
based in Chicago. He writes a blog for Psychology Today and has 
previously written for Slate.

AUGUST 6, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742474
PSYCHOLOGY | $16.95  
TRADE PAPERBACK | 5 X 7   
176 PAGES 

This City Is Killing Me  
Community Trauma and Toxic Stress in Urban America

BY JONATHAN FOILES

L ouis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright may be the 
Midwest’s (and the nation’s) most famous architects, but 
the region has always been a fertile ground for builders 

master and amateur. Midwest Architecture Journeys takes readers 
on a trip to visit some of the region’s most inventive buildings 
by architects such as Bertrand Goldberg, Bruce Goff, and Lillian 
Leenhouts. It also includes stops at less obvious but equally 
daring and defining sites, such as grain silos, parking lots, flea 
markets, and abandoned warehouses. 

Specific sites covered include the Cahokia mounds in 
downstate Illinois, Pittsburgh’s now-razed Civic Arena, 
subterranean buildings hidden across Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, the rest stops of the Iowa interstates, the Streamline 
Moderne beauty of Cleveland’s Flex gay bathhouse, the lost 
public housing towers of St. Louis, and much, much more. 
Through dozens of essays written by architects, critics, and 
journalists, Midwest Architecture Journeys argues that what might 
seem flat is actually monumental, and what we assume to be 
boring is brimming with experimentation.

Zach Mortice is a design journalist who focuses on architecture 
and landscape architecture. He’s written for Metropolis, CityLab, 
Architectural Record, Architect Magazine, Places Journal, Chicago 
Magazine, and is the web editor for Landscape Architecture 
Magazine. Zach lives in the Uptown neighborhood of Chicago, 
and if you listen closely, you can hear the rumble of the red line 
el train in his interview tapes. You can follow him on Twitter 
and Instagram @zachmortice. 

OCTOBER 15, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742573
ARCHITECTURE | $40.00 
HARDCOVER | 10 X 7 | 256 PAGES

Midwest Architecture Journeys
EDITED BY ZACH MORTICE,  
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY ALEXANDRA LANGE
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T here are thousands of different ways to map a city. 
Roads, bridges, and railways help you navigate the 
twists and turns, topography gives you the lay of the 

land, and population growth shows you its changing fortunes. 
But the best maps let you feel what that city’s really like.

Cleveland in 50 Maps deconstructs the Forest City in surprising 
new ways, from the changing locations of butchers and brewers 
over the last century to a chart of the unfilled potholes dotting 
East Cleveland’s neglected roads. Follow the philanthropic cash 
flowing from (and into) downtown, track the Clinic’s growing 
East Side footprint, or find the brightest “Friday night lights” at 
the most attended high school football games. Each map offers a 
new perspective on one of America’s most misunderstood cities 
and the people who live here.

Dan Crissman is the associate publisher of Belt and the author 
of Brewing Everything (Norton, 2018). He lives in Cleveland.

David Wilson is an illustrator whose work has appeared in The 
Atlantic, New York Magazine, The Boston Globe, and many more. 
He lives in Stow, Ohio with his wife and two daughters.

OCTOBER 15, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742559
REFERENCE | $30.00 
PAPER OVER BOARDS | 8 X 8 
128 PAGES

Cleveland in 50 Maps
EDITED BY DAN CRISSMAN, ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVID WILSON

L ife Sentences: How To Get Out of Jail Free is a collection 
of writing by six incarcerated men, a hybrid of prison 
memoir, philosophy, history, policy document, and 

manifesto. It is also a how-to guide for those who are trapped 
inside our own community, uninclined or unable to form loving 
connections with those around us, ashamed perhaps of the 
harm we have done them and not knowing any way forward. 
Mainly, though, this book is a letter of invitation, asking readers 
to join with the incarcerated, their families, and the editors and 
teachers who worked together on this unique book, so we can 
all continue to fly over walls, form loving connections with each 
other, and teach one other to be free.

The Elsinore-Bennu Think Tank for Restorative Justice 
develops strategies to heal communities broken by criminal and 
state violence. This process brings the victims, the offenders, 
and the community together to resolve collectively how to 
deal with the aftermath of the offense and its implications for 
the future. Formed in 2013 by six men (Fly, Faruq, Khalifa, 
Malakki, Oscar, Shawn) serving life or near-life sentences at the 
Pennsylvania State Correctional Institution in Pittsburgh, the 
group’s name reflects both Hamlet’s grim Elsinore castle and 
Bennu, the Egyptian symbol of rebirth.

AUGUST 13, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742597
SOCIAL SCIENCE | $16.95  
TRADE PAPERBACK | 5 X 7

Life Sentences  
How to Get Out of Jail Free

BY THE ELSINORE-BENNU THINK TANK FOR  
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
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I n recent years, Minneapolis has become a literary 
powerhouse. In Under Purple Skies: The Minneapolis 
Anthology, we collect some of the most exciting work being 

done in, or about, Minneapolis and the Twin Cities area, with 
narrative threads that stretch back not just to Scandinavia, but across 
the world. The writers here have won, or been shortlisted for, the 
Newbery Award, the Man Booker Prize, the Pulitzer, the Caldecott, 
the National Book Award, the Minnesota Book Award and many 
others. They include Kelly Barnhill, Marlon James, Kao Kalia Yang, 
Michael Perry, Bao Phi, Danez Smith, Shannon Gibney, and many 
more, alongside new and first-time writers.

Frank Bures is an award-winning writer raised in greater 
Minnesota and based in Minneapolis. He is the author of The 
Geography of Madness and the editor of the Lester Literary 
Update. He has taught classes at the Loft Literary Center and 
long ago managed the anthology section at Powell’s Books.

T he Milwaukee Anthology is a book on hope and hurt 
in one of America’s toughest ZIP codes. In these pages 
are the stories of a Grecian basketball superstar in the 

making against an unlikely backdrop; of Sikh temple services that 
carry on after one of America’s most notorious mass shootings; 
of an astronaut’s wish for kids in the same school halls where he 
formed a dream of space. You won’t find Summerfest or Laverne 
and Shirley herein, but you will find Riverwest, Sherman Park, 
and the South Side; Hmong New Year’s shows, 7 Mile Fair, and 
the Rolling Mill commemoration. Edited by Justin Kern, with 
personal essays, narratives, poems, Q&As, and art from more 
than fifty contributors including Dasha Kelly, Pardeep Kaleka, 
and Michael Perry, it’s a book about a place on the lake that can 
make you say “yes” and wonder “why” in the same thought.

Justin Kern is a nonprofit communications person and 
nonfiction writer who lives in Milwaukee with his wife and 
cats. His words have been published in three Belt anthologies 
as well as Utne Reader, Great Lakes Review, Buffalo Spree, Forth, 
Milwaukee Record, Longshot Island, and daily newspapers in 
Wisconsin and western New York. He’s a proud uncle, lifelong 
amateur musician, and decent horseshoe pitcher.

Under Purple Skies 
The Minneapolis Anthology 

EDITED BY FRANK BURES

The Milwaukee Anthology
EDITED BY JUSTIN KERN

CITIES

MAY 7, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742436
TRAVEL | $20.00 
TRADE PAPERBACK | 6 X 9 
256 PAGES

APRIL 9, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742382
TRAVEL | $20.00 
TRADE PAPERBACK | 6 X 9 
256 PAGES
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C hicago is famously a city of neighborhoods. Seventy-
seven of them, formally; more than 200 in subjective, 
ever-changing fact. But what does that actually mean? 

The Chicago Neighborhood Guidebook, the latest in Belt’s series 
of idiosyncratic city guides (after Cleveland and Detroit), aims 
to explore community history and identity in a global city 
through essays, poems, photo essays, and art articulating the lived 
experience of its residents.

Edited by Belt senior editor Martha Bayne, the book builds on 
2017’s critically acclaimed Rust Belt Chicago: An Anthology. What 
did one pizzeria mean to a boy growing up in Ashburn? How 
can South Shore encompass so much beauty and so much pain? 
Where’s the best borscht in Ukranian Village? Who’s got a handle 
on the ever-shifting identity of Rogers Park? All this and more in 
this lyrical, subjective, completely non-comprehensive guide to 
Chicago. Featuring work by Megan Stielstra, Audrey Petty, Alex 
Hernandez, Sebastián Hidalgo, Dmitry Samarov, Ed Marszewski, 
Lily Be, Jonathan Foiles, and many more.

Martha Bayne is a senior editor with Belt Publishing and a 
Chicago-based freelance writer. Her work has been published 
in regional and national outlets including Buzzfeed, Eater, the 
Chicago Reader, the Chicago Reporter, the Baffler, and Puerto 
Rico’s Center for Investigative Journalism. She is the editor 
of Rust Belt Chicago: An Anthology and Red State Blues: Stories 
from Midwestern Life on the Left, both published by Belt, and 
the author of the narrative cookbook Soup & Bread Cookbook: 
Building Community One Pot at a Time (Agate, 2011).

The Chicago Neighborhood 
Guidebook
EDITED BY MARTHA BAYNE

SEPTEMBER 10, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742498
TRAVEL | $20.00 
TRADE PAPERBACK | 6 X 9 
224 PAGES 

S t. Louis is undoubtedly fragmented, physically so in that 
the city is dissected by rivers, highways, walls, and fences, 
but also in a more insidious way. Like many, it’s a city where 

race, class, religion, and ZIP code might as well be cards in a rigged 
poker game, where the winners’ prize is the ability to ignore that 
the losers have drastically shorter life expectancies. But it’s also a 
city of warmth, love, and beauty—especially in its contrasts. The 
people sipping rakija and dancing kolo in bars along Gravois are as 
St. Louis as those doing double dutch in College Hill. Midnight 
Annie and Stan Musial both built their legacies in this same city. 
This anthology is a love letter to those moments and people—and 
all the others—that are so St. Louis. It’s also an indictment of 
this fact: rare is the St. Louisan who can recognize them all. Rare 
is the St. Louisan who can see that the rage that burnt down the 
QuikTrip on West Florissant after Mike Brown was killed, and 
the optimism of the little girls dancing in its parking lot the next 
morning, are both so St. Louis.

The St. Louis Anthology dares to confront the city’s nostalgia and 
its trauma, celebrating those who face faced both, living complex 
and nuanced lives in this city against a backdrop of its red brick, 
muddy rivers, and sticky summer nights when the symphony of 
cicadas and jazz is almost loud enough to drown out the gunshots. 
Featuring nearly seventy pieces penned by St. Louis writers, 
journalists, clergy, poets, and activists including Aisha Sultan, Galen 
Gritts, Vivian Gibson, Maja Sadikovic, Nartana Premachandra, 
Sophia Benoit, Robert Langellier, Samuel Autman, Umar Lee, and 
many others.

JUNE 4, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742443
TRAVEL | $20.00 
TRADE PAPERBACK | 6 X 9 
256 PAGES 

The St. Louis Anthology
EDITED BY RYAN SCHUESSLER

Ryan Schuessler is a writer from St. Louis whose work, in part, focuses on the history, 
culture, and politics of the Midwest. A graduate of the University of Missouri, his articles 
have appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Guardian, Al Jazeera, 
Public Radio International, and other outlets. He now lives in Chicago, where he also 
works as an exhibition developer at the Field Museum of Natural History.

CITIES
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O n November 10, 1898, a mob of 400 rampaged through 
the streets of Wilmington, North Carolina, killing as 
many as sixty citizens, burning down the newspaper 

office, overthrowing the newly elected leaders, and installing 
a new white supremacist government. The Wilmington Race 
Riots—also known as the Wilmington Insurrection and the 
Wilmington Massacre—is the only coup d’etat on American 
soil. The violence was prompted by the increasing political 
powers African Americans in the town were gaining during 
Reconstruction. 

The Marrow of Tradition is a fictionalized account of this 
important, under-studied event. Charles W. Chesnutt, an 
African-American writer from North Carolina who lived in 
Cleveland as an adult and was the first black professional writer 
in the nation, narrates the story of “Wellington” North Carolina 
through William Miler, a black doctor, and his wife, Janet, who 
is both black and the unclaimed daughter of a prominent white 
businessman. Along with dozens of other characters, including 
a black domestic servant whose speech is rendered in vernacular 
dialect, they create a composite of Reconstruction and the violent 
racial politics created in backlash. The novel is also a masterful 
work of art that stands on its own: gripping, nuanced, and 
wholly original.

MARCH 26, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742344
FICTION | $14.95 
TRADE PAPERBACK | 6 X 9  
352 PAGES 

The Marrow of Tradition 
BY CHARLES W. CHESNUTT 
INTRODUCTION BY WILEY CASH

Charles W. Chesnutt (1858–1932) was an African-American author, essayist, political activist, 
and lawyer, best known for his novels and short stories exploring complex issues of racial and 
social identity in the post-Civil War South. 

Wiley Cash is the New York Times-bestselling author of the novels The Last Ballad, A Land 
More Kind than Home, and This Dark Road to Mercy. The founder of the Open Canon Book 
Club and co-founder of the Land More Kind Appalachian Artists Residency, he has been a 
fellow at the MacDowell Colony, Yaddo, and the Weymouth Center. He serves as the writer-
in-residence at the University of North Carolina-Asheville and teaches in the Mountainview 
Low-Residency MFA. He lives in North Carolina with his wife and their two young daughters.

C lare Winger Harris was a visionary writer of American 
science fiction who, despite her influence, remains 
largely unrecognized. Harris’ groundbreaking stories 

dealt with climate change, interdimensional travel, intelligent 
animals, and cyborg technology, among other vivid subjects. 
Her award-winning work was admired by—and very frequently 
eclipsed—her more famous contemporaries, who were almost 
exclusively male. 

In this new collection, author Brad Ricca assembles ten of Harris’s 
greatest short stories, including “The Fifth Dimension,” “The Fate 
of the Poseidonia,” “The Menace of Mars,” and the previously 
unpublished “The Vibrometer.” 

Clare Winger Harris (1891–1968) was an early science fiction 
writer whose short stories were published during the 1920s. 
She is credited as the first woman to publish stories under her 
own name in science fiction magazines. A native of Illinois, 
she raised her family in Cleveland and died in California at age 
seventy-seven.

Brad Ricca is the author of Mrs. Sherlock Holmes, Super Boys, and 
American Mastodon. He earned his Ph.D. in English from Case 
Western Reserve University, where he now teaches. He lives and 
works in Cleveland.

MARCH 26, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742320
FICTION | $14.95 
TRADE PAPERBACK | 6 X 9 
288 PAGES 

The Artificial Man  
and Other Stories
BY CLARE WINGER HARRIS 
INTRODUCTION BY BRAD RICCA

REVIVALS
2019

notchesnotches

NOTCHES
NNOTCHES

N O T C H E S

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

2019



L incoln Steffens’ “Tweed Days in St. Louis,” published 
in McClure’s magazine in October 1902, is considered 
the first work of muckraking journalism, exposing 

corruption between businessmen, politicians, police officers, and 
other municipal actors, as well as how apathetic citizens allow 
machine politics to proceed unfettered. The article also highlights 
residents who do fight back, including civil rights lawyer Joseph 
W. Folk and the workers involved in the St. Louis Streetcar Strike 
of 1900.

“Tweed Days” was so successful that Steffens traveled on to 
Minneapolis to report “The Shame of Minneapolis,” which 
appeared in the same 1903 issue of McClure’s as another 
muckraking classic, Ida Tarbell’s “The History of the Standard 
Oil Company.” Steffens would go on to expose machine politics 
in Pittsburgh, Chicago, Philadelphia, and New York City. In 
1904, McClure’s published the series as a book, The Shame of the 
Cities, which remains stubbornly timely and prescient more than 
a century later. 

Lincoln Steffens (1866-1936) was one of the most influential 
muckraking journalists of the early twentieth century. Raised in 
California, he moved to New York in the 1890s and spent much 
of his adult life traveling the globe.

Daniel Kay Hertz is the author of The Battle of Lincoln Park: 
Urban Renewal and Gentrification in Chicago (Belt, 2018).  
He lives in Chicago.

AUGUST 7, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742511
SOCIAL SCIENCE | $14.95  
TRADE PAPERBACK | 6 X 9 
352 PAGES 

The Shame of the Cities
BY LINCOLN STEFFENS 
INTRODUCTION BY DANIEL KAY HERTZ

N icknamed the “Dean of American Letters,” William 
Dean Howells was a remarkable literary figure. A 
novelist, critic, and playwright, he forged friendships 

with luminaries such as Mark Twain, Henry James, and Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. Though Howells is best known for his 
East Coast novels The Rise of Silas Lampham and A Hazard 
of New Fortunes, he never forgot his Ohio roots. In Stories of 
Ohio, Howells recounts the history of the state through short 
vignettes — from the Native burial grounds of the Serpent 
Mound, to the first European settlers on the frontier, to the 
Civil War generals and presidents the state birthed in the late 
nineteenth century.

William Dean Howells (1837-1920) was born in Martinsville, 
Ohio, and went on to become a signal voice of American 
realism. He was the author of numerous novels, the editor of 
The Atlantic Monthly, and a prolific critic.

Anne Trubek is the founder and director of Belt Publishing. 
She is the editor of Voices From the Rust Belt (Picador 
2018), and the author of The History and Uncertain Future of 
Handwriting and A Skeptic’s Guide to Writers’ Houses. Her writing 
has appeared in The New York Times, The Atlantic, Wired, MIT 
Technology Review, Smithsonian, Slate, Salon, Belt Magazine, and 
numerous other publications. A tenured professor at Oberlin 
College from 1997-2015, she currently resides in Cleveland, 
Ohio.

MARCH 26, 2019
ISBN: 9781948742214
LITERARY COLLECTIONS 
$14.95 | TRADE PAPERBACK 
6 X 9 | 256 PAGES 

Stories of Ohio
BY WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS
INTRODUCTION BY ANNE TRUBEK

REVIVALS
2019

notchesnotches

NOTCHES
NNOTCHES

N O T C H E S

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

2019



What You Are Getting Wrong 
About Appalachia
By Elizabeth Catte 

ISBN: 9780998904146

One of the best books of 2018  — NPR’s “On Point”

“Catte’s slim, very readable volume is like a more focused 
version of Howard Zinn’s venerable A People’s History Of The 
United States.”— Laura Adamczyk for The A.V. Club

“A spiky polemic.” — Benjamin Wallace-Wells,  
for The New Yorker 

The Battle of Lincoln Park:  
Urban Renewal and Gentrification in Chicago
By Daniel Kay Hertz

ISBN: 9781948742092

“When it comes to matters of place, policy, and equity in Chicago, 
Daniel Kay Hertz is one of the most important and incisive 
commentators we’ve got.”— Eve L. Ewing, author of Ghosts in the 
Schoolyard: Racism and School Closings on Chicago’s South Side 

“A cogent and concise study of how one neighborhood has 
changed drastically over time.” — Publishers Weekly

RECENT 
TITLESW inner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1923, One of Ours is 

the story of Claude Wheeler, the son of a Nebraska 
farmer. As a young man, Claude is dissatisfied with 

Nebraska farm as well as his marriage to a childhood friend, 
desperate for a more cosmopolitan life. When America joins the 
Great War, Claude decides to enlist, where he finds excitement 
and fulfillment—as well as tragedy—on the battlefield. 

One of Ours was considered a failure by some male critics of 
the day: H. L. Mencken said it “drops to the level of a serial 
in The Ladies’ Home Journal, fought out not in France, but on a 
Hollywood movie-lot,” and Ernest Hemingway panned Cather 
for not having experienced the front line herself. However, the 
Pulitzer committee considered it the greatest novel of the year, 
and this accessible, dramatic novel sold many more copies than 
Cather’s more famous ones.

Willa Cather is an American writer known for her novels about 
frontier life on the Great Plains, including  O Pioneers!,  
The Song of the Lark, and My Antonia. 

Rebecca Onion is a staff writer for Slate. She lives in  
Athens, Ohio.
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Folktales and Legends of the 
Middle West
By Edward McClelland 

ISBN: 9780998018812

“Entertaining, informative, appealing, charming, and a 
thoroughly compelling read from first page to last, Folktales 
and Legends of the Middle West is unreservedly recommended 
for personal reading lists and community library collections.” 
— Small Press Bookwatch 

In the Watershed  
A Journey Down the Maumee River
By Ryan Schnurr

ISBN: 9780998904108

“Many books are bloated. Schnurr’s is just right: short but not 
superficial, poignant but animated by a stubborn hope. Bravo 
to Belt Publishing for drawing attention to the Rust Belt and 
the Midwest.” 

—John Wilson, Christianity Today 

How to Speak Midwestern
By Edward McClelland

ISBN: 9780997774276

“A dictionary wrapped in some serious dialectology inside a gift 
book trailing a serious whiff of Relevance.”

—The New York Times

Rust Belt Arcana:  
Tarot and Natural History in the Exurban Wilds
By Matt Stansberry and David Wilson

ISBN: 9781948742122

“One of the best environmental books of 2018.”  
— Eco Lit Books

“Shows that even common nature — the opossum under the 
crawl space, the bluegills in the pond — have unique stories and 
lessons to share, if only we pay attention. A gem of a book.”  
— Matthew L. Miller for Cool Green Science

How to Live in Detroit Without 
Being a Jackass, Second Edition  
By Aaron Foley
ISBN: 9781948742313

Now in a revised and updated edition!

“Required reading not only for actual or potential newcomers to 
the Motor City, but for anyone participating in contemporary 
global urbanization who would like to avoid behaving like a 
subjugating dick.”  
— Vanity Fair

55 Strong: 
Inside the West Virginia Teachers’ Strike
Edited by Elizabeth Catte, Emily Hilliard, and Jessica Salfia

ISBN: 9781948742269

A unique document of the historic 2018 teachers strike, 55 Strong 
includes essays by teachers from around the state, organizing 
documents, images from the picket lines, and material on the 
history of the labor movement in West Virginia. 
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MORE FROM BELT
GENERAL NON-FICTION
Red State Blues
Edited by Martha Bayne
ISBN: 9781948742

Democratizing Cleveland:  
The Rise and Fall of  
Community Organizing in 
Cleveland, Ohio
By Randy Cunningham
ISBN: 9781948742276

The New Midwest:  
A Guide to Contemporary  
Fiction of the Great Lakes,  
Great Plains, and Rust Belt
By Mark Athitakis
ISBN: 9780997774283

The Whiskey Rebellion  
and the Rebirth of Rye:  
A Pittsburgh Story
By Mark Meyer and  
Meredith Meyer Grelli
ISBN 9780998904160

CITY ANTHOLOGIES
The Akron Anthology
Edited by Jason Segedy, with an 
 introduction by David Giffels
ISBN: 9780996836739

Car Bombs to Cookie Tables:  
The Youngstown Anthology
Edited by Jacqueline Marino and Will Miller
ISBN: 9780985944186

The Cincinnati Anthology
Edited by Zan McQuade
ISBN: 9780985944124

The Cleveland Anthology,  
Second Edition
Edited by Richey Piiparinen and Anne Trubek 
ISBN: 9780985944162

A Detroit Anthology
Edited by Anna Clark
ISBN: 9780985944148

Grand Rapids Grassroots:  
An Anthology
Edited by Dani Villella and Ashley Nickels
ISBN: 9780998018829

Happy Anyway: A Flint Anthology
Edited by Scott Atkinson
ISBN: 9780996836715

The Pittsburgh Anthology
Edited by Eric Boyd
ISBN: 9780985944193
 
Right Here, Right Now:  
The Buffalo Anthology
Edited by Jodi K. Biehl
ISBN: 9780997774269

Rust Belt Chicago: An Anthology
Edited by Martha Bayne
ISBN: 9780997774375

NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDEBOOKS
Cleveland Neighborhood 
Guidebook
Edited by the staff of Belt Magazine
ISBN: 9780996836722

Detroit Neighborhood  
Guidebook
Edited by Aaron Foley
ISBN: 9780998904139

BELT REVIVALS
Our Belt Revivals series reprints unjustly forgotten, newly resonant  
works from the American Midwest. It launched with four titles in 2018.

Main-Travelled Roads
By Hamlin Garland
Introduction by Brianne Jaquette

ISBN: 9781948742030

The History of the 
Standard Oil Company
By Ida Tarbell 
Introduction by Elizabeth Catte

ISBN: 9781948742153

Poor White
By Sherwood Anderson 
Introduction by John Lingan

ISBN: 9781948742009

The Damnation of 
Theron Ware
By Harold Frederic 
Introduction by Ruth Graham

ISBN: 9781948742184
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