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Festive, fun and flamboyant—America’s 
hippest LGBTQ neighborhoods are the place 

to be in June, when the community comes 
together to celebrate freedom, inclusion and 

fabulous style. From the palm trees and 
poolside cocktails of Silver Lake in Los 

Angeles, to the fascinating finds and clubby 
nooks of Andersonville in Chicago, to the 

historic flair and tasty delights of Logan Circle 
in Washington, D.C., here are three colorful 
spots to fly your flag during Pride Month. 

H O M E T O W N  
P R I D E

C E L E B R AT E  T H E  M O N T H  I N  LG B TQ  
N E I G H B O R H O O D S  F R O M  LO S  A N G E L E S  

TO  C H I C AG O  TO  WA S H I N GTO N ,  D.C . 
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Fabulous 
Nightlife in  
Los Angeles’ 
Silver Lake
GREGORY ALEXANDER 
AND LOREN GRANICH, 
CLUB IMPRESARIOS

Words  
D E R R I K  J .  L A N G
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Los Angeles

when most think of gay culture 
in Los Angeles, West Hollywood 
immediately springs to mind. But 
the city’s deepest LGBTQ roots 
are actually in Silver Lake, where 
bars in the 1960s and ’70s served 
as the city’s original gathering 
places for the queer community. 
Nowadays, the gentrifying neigh-
borhood is known for attracting 
hip denizens to high-end cafés 
and boutiques. However, gay-
owned businesses like Akbar, 
Eagle, and Rough Trade Gear 
have been surviving here for 
decades. And for more than 10 
years, it has also been home to 
the successful dance party A Club 
Called Rhonda.

When he turned 21, Rhonda 
co-founder Gregory Alexander’s 
parents gifted him a cool $500. 
Instead of spending it on a night 
on the town, the California native 
rented a downtown Los Angeles 
warehouse and threw himself a 
party. There was house music, 
a confetti storm and 21 bottles of 
cheap bubbly. From that moment 
he was hooked on crafting the best  
time ever.

Alexander and his bestie, Loren 
Granich, started hosting raucous 
underground events across L.A., 
attended by friends including 
“Born This Way” songwriter Jeppe 
Laursen, Poolside bandmate Filip 
Nikolic and fashion designer (and 
Alexander’s ex-beau) Jeremy 
Scott. As word spread and les-
sons were learned, Alexander 
and Granich began solidifying a 
vision—and a name—for a judg-
ment-free dance party where the 

tunes were throbbing and “strong 
looks” were encouraged. It wasn’t 
just about having a good time. The 
pair created an inclusive night-
time atmosphere unlike anywhere 
else in L.A. 

“Loren and I never found any-
where that felt like home—music 
we liked, cheap drinks, no $50 
covers, a place I could be just 
as comfortable as a gay man 

Loren Granich and 
Gregory Alexander  
at The Kitchen in 
Silver Lake
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Los Angeles
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We never got to experience that 
golden age of clubbing.”

The duo launched A Club 
Called Rhonda in 2008 at an East 
Hollywood venue. A year later, 
they moved to Silver Lake and 
began hosting Rhonda at El Cid, 
a bar/restaurant best known for 

that Loren could be as a straight 
man,” Alexander says. “When we 
started A Club Called Rhonda, 
it was cool to see people from 
all different backgrounds come 
together. It felt like the places 
we’d always heard about, like 
Paradise Garage and The Loft. 

“I love performing in 
Silver Lake because it’s 
nice when you don’t have 
to drive across town,” says 
drag queen Maebe A. Girl, 
who hosts a weekly brunch 
at Silver Lake’s Lyric 
Hyperion Theatre and 
Cafe, and is the first drag 
queen to be elected to a 
public office in the U.S. 
For eight years, Girl has 
lived and worked in Silver 
Lake, drawn to the area’s 
chill vibes and LGBTQ 
pedigree. “Historically, it 
was a working-class Latinx 
and queer neighborhood—

and those groups aren’t 
necessarily independent of 
each other,” explains Girl, 
who is serving her second 
term on the Silver Lake 
Neighborhood  Council 
and also running for U.S. 
Congress. 

Besides the Lyric 
Hyperion, Girl has 
regularly performed her 
politician-skewering act at 
neighborhood venues such 
as Akbar, Eagle and 
Faultline. “The queer 
culture in Silver Lake is a 
little more local,” Girl says. 
“It might not be as obvious 

to someone visiting—not 
unwelcoming, just not as 
obvious—compared to a 
place like West Hollywood, 
where you can look left, 
right, up, down and spot 
multiple gay bars.”

Girl’s fave Silver Lake 
spots include Garage 
Pizza, The Black Cat and 
The Kitchen, an LGBTQ-
owned café adjacent to 
Akbar. And when she’s in 
the mood for Mexican 
food, she heads directly to 
Tacos Delta. “It’s not 
anything fancy,” she says, 
“but it’s always delicious.”

POLITICS, PERFORMANCE AND BRUNCH AROUND SILVER LAKE

Clockwise from above 
left: Granich at A 
Club Called Rhonda; 
Swan Street Stairs; 
strawberry margarita 
at Casita del Campo
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1
Tiki-Ti
This campy family-run 
mainstay serves such 
classics as the mai tai and 
Dr. Funk in a bar featuring 
Polynesian masks and 
puffer-fish lamps. 
tiki-ti.com

2
Akbar
For almost 25 years,  
this nightclub has been  
an LGBTQ landmark, 
punctuated with multiple 
spaces. Akbar is less fussy 
than most West Hollywood 
spots, and that’s exactly 
the point. 
akbarsilverlake.com

3
Bar Restaurant
If The Weather Girls 
blasting out of the  
sound system don’t  
make you feel as if  
you’ve stepped into a 
1980s disco, then the 
decor definitely will. In 
reality, this is one of Silver 
Lake’s best restaurants, 
where Douglas Rankin’s 
modernist cuisine is 
absolutely flawless.
barrestaurant.la

4
The Black Cat
This restaurant occupies 
the site of the Black  
Cat Tavern, where one  
of the first LGBTQ 
demonstrations was  
held in the U.S. The 
original sign hovers  
out front above a  
plaque commemorating 
the moment.
theblackcatla.com

5
Silver Lake Pool & Inn 
For accommodations that 
mimic crashing at a stylish 
friend’s pad, opt for this 
oasis. The rooftop pool is a 
prime spot to chill.
palisociety.com

6
Jewel
The menu at this plant-
centric café is stuffed with 
creative vegan versions of 
burgers and burritos. 
There are also dishes like 
the gluten-free Jewel Box.
jewel-la.com

7
Vinovore
Coly Den Haan opened 
her shop with a singular 

focus: Vend awesome 
wines made by women.  
A chart guides visitors  
to their ideal bottles.
vinovore.com

8
Casita del Campo
In an unmissably pink 
bungalow, devour classic 
Mexican and Tex-Mex fare 
such as cheesy enchiladas 
and sizzling fajitas. A stage 
hosts LGBTQ performers.
casitadelcampo.net

9
Cha Cha Lounge
Once a haven for drag 
queens, this rambunctious 
dive features oddities like 
mini sombreros, as well as 
divalicious portraits of 
former regulars.
chachalounge.com

10
Mattachine Steps
These steps are near the 
former home of activist 
Harry Hay, who co-
founded the LGBTQ 
rights group the 
Mattachine Society. At the 
top find magnificent views 
of the reservoir.
discoverlosangeles.com

hosting flamenco performances. 
By the time the soiree reemerged, 
Rhonda already had a reputation 
as one of the most fabulous par-
ties in L.A. “From that point,” 
Alexander says, “we knew we had 
something big on our hands in a 
neighborhood that didn’t really 
have a nightclub contingent.

“There was also a walkability 
that I don’t think existed in Silver 
Lake,” he continues. “It was cool 
to see that people were able to 
grab beers at Akbar or the Eagle, 
and then head over to our venue 
for a dance-club environment.”

Eventually, Rhonda outgrew 
El Cid and slinked to the Latinx 
nightclub Los Globos, where it’s 
been for years. On Rhonda nights, 
Alexander harnesses his experi-
ence designing shop windows to 
transform the space into a glitter-
ing fantasia with affirmational 
neon signs and mirrored man-
nequin legs. Outside, there’s a 
drag queen instead of a doorman. 
Over the past decade, the duo has 
hosted the party at various venues 
in L.A. as well as different cities—
San Francisco, Miami, Berlin, 
Mexico City—but Alexander 
believes Silver Lake will always 
be Rhonda’s home, despite the 
neighborhood’s evolution.

“I still love the area, espe-
cially in comparison to the 
camera-ready parts of West 
Hollywood or Santa Monica,” he 
says. “Silver Lake isn’t as gritty 
as it used to be, but there’s a lot of 
creative people and queer history 
here. It’s sad some of those spaces 
have gone out of business, so it’s 
important to support the ones that 
are still here or opening up.” 

SILVER LAKE HIGHLIGHTS
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and committed to preserving  
a village vibe. Listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places, the neighborhood is  
home to numerous houses and 
commercial structures from 
the 19th and early 20th centu-
ries. Vintage benches line the 
side streets. Murals adorn sev-
eral buildings, and large stone 

Michelle Peterson-
Albandoz at 
Las Manos in 
Andersonville with  
her artwork Janzu

Art and 
Community  
in Chicago’s 
Andersonville 
MICHELLE  
PETERSON-ALBANDOZ, 
ARTIST AND GALLERIST

Words  
OW E N  K E E H N E N

“i was trying to figure out 
how to navigate a career in art 
after graduating from school,” 
says Michelle Peterson-Albandoz 
of her decision to open Las Manos 
Gallery in Chicago in 1994. Four 
years later, the art space moved 
to North Clark Street in the city’s 
Andersonville neighborhood, 
becoming a pioneering queer 
business in what was once a 
Swedish district.  

Corner sidewalk inlays honor 
the 1855 founding of the area. 
At one time, Chicago had more 
Swedes than any city in the world 
except Stockholm, and many of 
them resided and worked here. 
By the time Las Manos opened, 
things had changed. The wom-
en’s community had taken root, 
anchored by the feminist book-
store Women & Children First. 

“The lesbians were here ini-
tially,” says gallery partner Michael 
McGuire. “And then the gay men 
started leaving Lakeview.” 

Though second to the lon-
ger established Lakeview neigh-
borhood in terms of the city’s 
LGBTQ population, those in 
Andersonville tend to be more 
settled, more invested in the 
future of the community. This 
presence has both revitalized 
and shaped the character of the 
area, from the offbeat shops, 
chic bistros and gay hangouts to 
Midsommarfest, Andersonville’s 
June street fair, which combines 
Swedish tradition with a strong 
LGBTQ influence.

Peterson-Albandoz praises 
Andersonville as unique, quirky 

Chicago
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“I’ve seen a lot of businesses 
come and go in this neighbor-
hood,” says Peterson-Albandoz. 
“To survive here a business needs 
to have a unique point of view or a 
one-off aesthetic.”

In this Las Manos has suc-
ceeded. Showcasing the work of 

planters accent the sidewalks, 
which often feature a mobile  
puppet theater. This abundant 
charm is reflected in the area’s 
distinctive storefronts and eat-
eries. Andersonville is often 
called “the ‘shop local’ capital  
of Chicago.” 

LGBTQ  
DISTRICTS IN  

YOUR POCKET

Find the must-go places 
in this Local Takes: 

LGBTQ Neighborhoods 
story on Urbaniser, the 
new app for collecting, 
organizing and sharing 
all the spots you love. 
Rather than keeping 
endless notes, with 

Urbaniser you’ll have all 
your favorites in one 

place, and always at your 
fingertips.

The venues featured 
here have been neatly 

collected for you to 
download and keep on 
the free Urbaniser app. 
Just scan our QR code.

INCLUSION AND INSPIRATION AT WOMEN & CHILDREN FIRST BOOKSTORE

Above from left: 
Anteprima restaurant; 
Cowboys and 
Astronauts

Today, the corner of 
North Clark Street and 
West Farragut Avenue is 
also named Honorary 
Women & Children First 
Way, a testament to the 
stature this independent 
feminist bookstore holds 
in Andersonville, where it 
has been a landmark since 
1990. In 2014, staff 
members Lynn Mooney 
and Sarah Hollenbeck 
purchased Women & 
Children First from the 
founding owners. 
Hollenbeck says, “In 
addition to a few cosmetic 

changes, we wanted to 
build on the wonderful 
original foundation by 
acknowledging the way 
feminism has evolved. We 
wanted a space where all 
are welcome and where 
everyone felt 
represented.”

As a hub of progressive 
thought, Women & 
Children First has a long 
history of standing for 
social justice. Giants have 
appeared here, from Maya 
Angelou, Hillary Clinton 
and Roxane Gay to 
Margaret Atwood, Gloria 

Steinem and former 
President Jimmy Carter. 

The bookstore also 
adds to the 
neighborhood’s social mix. 
“Andersonville is so 
walkable,” Hollenbeck 
says. “I often run into 
friends walking dogs or at 
the farmers market. There 
are also musicians 
sometimes, as well as 
plenty of coffee and 
dining spots. This is a 
community invested in 
equity and inclusion, and 
in making everyone feel 
they belong.” 
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both established and rising local 
and national artists, the gallery 
features graphic, often archi-
tecturally inspired pieces. And 
though vastly different on the sur-
face, certain themes tend to over-
lap in the creations of McGuire 
and Peterson-Albandoz, who 
frequently bounce ideas off one 
another. “Our work is not political 
in a didactic way,” McGuire says. 
“We live the politics, and our art 
reflects that.”  

Peterson-Albandoz enjoys 
working with wood, citing its 
inherent beauty: “Wood doesn’t 
require much of an illusion. It’s 
already its own subject. I just cele-
brate the material.”

An outdoor space in the back 
adds to the gallery’s charm. “It 
was the courtyard area that got 
me,” Peterson-Albandoz says. “It 
felt very New York.” McGuire has 
since transformed that rear patio 
into an event area. 

“Andersonville is smart with-
out being pretentious,” Peterson-
Albandoz concludes. “It has a 
Midwestern, Big Shoulders vibe, 
and yet it’s sophisticated. It really 
is the little village that could.” 

1
The Call
This fun LGBTQ nightspot 
has been a neighborhood 
anchor since 2009. As the  
evening progresses, the 
bar becomes a nightclub, 
with dancing and a drag 
show that showcases  
some of the finest talent in 
the city.
callbarchicago.com   

2
The Brown Elephant
A terrific shop featuring 
clothing, furniture, art, 
books, CDs, etc. Proceeds 
benefit Howard Brown 
Health, an organization 
dedicated to LGBTQ 
wellness. It's located in the 
Calo Theatre, built in 1915.
howardbrown.org 

3
Anteprima
Listed in Esquire as one  
of the 100 Restaurants 
America Can’t Afford to 
Lose, this Italian eatery has 
been a popular spot since 
2007. Exceptional service, 
charming decor and a 
refined wine list make this 
a perfect place for dinner.
anteprimachicago.net

4
Cowboys and 
Astronauts 
A friendly feel and 
thoughtful selection of 
men’s merchandise have 
made this shop a success. 
Find self-care items, 
clothing and an interesting 
selection of accessories.
cowboysandastronauts.com 
 
5

The Bird Cage
This cabaret and supper 
club features an array of 
entertainment from 
burlesque to drag. A 
unique spot for dinner and 
cocktails.
thebirdcagechicago.com 

6
AlleyCat Comics
Since opening in 2011, 
AlleyCat has enjoyed a 
thriving business. It also 
carries graphic novels, 
collectibles, memorabilia 
and model-making kits.
alleycatcomics.com 

7
Andersonville 
Galleria
A celebration of 
craftsmanship, this market 

offers the work of dozens 
of artists, from candles to 
clothing and jewelry.
andersonvillegalleria.com 

8
Scout
In an area peppered with 
furnishing shops, this store 
is a standout. Larry Vodak 
has used his eye for design 
to choose his inventory, 
with an incredible selection 
of curios, collectibles, 
repurposed items, unique 
art pieces and furniture.

9
Dala Horse
Many visitors pause to take 
a photo with this hand-
painted Dala Horse, a 
Swedish symbol of good 
luck. One side depicts 
Sweden; the other shows 
the Chicago skyline.

10
Woolly Mammoth
This shop is packed with 
curiosities: medical tools, 
old photos, specimens, 
skulls, an enormous King 
Kong head, Victorian hair 
wreaths. A ghoulish gallery 
as retail space.
woollymammothchicago.com

ANDERSONVILLE HIGHLIGHTS
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eric broermann talks about 
Logan Circle in a way one might 
describe a trove of family heir-
looms. “Swann Street is one of the 
most picturesque places here,” he 
offers. A real estate executive and 
Air Force veteran, he has unique 
insight into the neighborhood, 
which was founded in the 19th 
century in the Northwest quad-
rant of Washington, D.C. “In the 
fall, the ginkgo trees create a sea 
of yellow against the beautiful 
homes. Just mind your feet,” he 
cautions with a chuckle. “Ginkgo 
can smell, but they’re absolutely 
stunning!”  

As we stroll through the neigh-
borhood, it’s impossible not to 
notice the imprints of LGBTQ life, 
a legacy of recent decades when 
the community spread east from 
its original hub in Dupont Circle. 
The prevalence of progress pride 
flags along commercially pul-
sating 14th Street NW hint at its 
biggest annual event, the Capital 
Pride Parade. 

Years of evolution are stamped 
on the architecture, with lux-
ury condos carved out of former 
churches, auto showrooms trans-
formed into contemporary art gal-
leries, and a French bistro in an 
erstwhile Laundromat, with the 
original roof cresting preserved.

The past pervades these lanes, 
which spin out diagonally from 
the namesake circle. Elegant 
Victorian residences, erected 
for post-Civil War Union lead-
ers, were later owned by afflu-
ent African Americans. Many 

became WWII housing, with 
some morphing into bordellos 
before gentrification in the 1990s.   

Two districts in the neigh-
borhood are now listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Broermann even lived in 
the basement of a house where 
jazz legend Duke Ellington once 
resided. “I found out only 

Eric Broermann on 
Swann Street in  

Logan Circle

History and 
Architecture  
in Washington, 
D.C.’s Logan 
Circle 
ERIC BROERMANN,  
REAL ESTATE EXECUTIVE 

Words  
G E R A L D  TA N
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nightlife spots, which was a cool 
thing to live through.” 

These days, the quarter is a hub 
for libation and living, where drag 
brunches, wine tastings and jazz 
nights all blend seamlessly, cater-
ing to the Beltway’s firmament 
of politicos, yuppies and interns. 
The recent prosperity is the latest 

because tour groups would stop 
outside,” he explains. 

Broermann bought his first 
home here in 2004 and subse-
quently set up his business two 
blocks away. “It was definitely a 
different vibe then,” he says. “The 
neighborhood was changing and 
reestablishing itself with new 

      Since 1978, Studio 
Theatre has built a 
reputation as D.C.’s 
maverick performance 
space, favoring 
contemporary works over 

the classics and up close 
over en masse. In keeping 
with its core values of 
inclusion, the theater 
champions diversity. The 
current season, for example, 

included a provocatively 
titled seriocomedy exploring 
the struggles of sexual 
ambivalence. Though this 
season’s shows are being 
presented virtually, Studio’s 
four venues seat no more 
than 200.

“A certain intensity of 
acting and excellence is 
delivered to you, and you’re 
sitting 25 feet or less from 
the stage. It’s like being right 
in the lap of that artistry,” 
says artistic director David 
Muse. Muse takes it one 
step further by developing 
new works with writers 
invited into the company. 

More than a dozen plays 
have premiered under the 
initiative, including Tearrance 
Arvelle Chisholm’s P.Y.G. or 
the Mis-Edumacation of 
Dorian Belle. 

After 34 years in its 
present Logan Circle 
location, Studio Theatre will 
introduce a street-accessible 
box office and café—
building redesigns to further 
integrate with the 
neighborhood. As Muse 
says, “We like to think of 
ourselves as a community 
resource. We hope you’ll 
come in for theater, but also 
just to be.”  

GROUNDBREAKING AND INTIMATE PERFORMANCES AT STUDIO THEATRE

Clockwise from 
above left: Miss 

Pixie's Furnishings & 
Whatnot...; houses 
surrounding Logan 

Circle; fruits de mer 
petite plateau at  

Le Diplomate
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in a string of vivid moments for 
the area.

Broermann recounts: “My first 
memories of living in Logan are 
lower-level bars where you could 
get really good craft cocktails, 
going by the Black Cat with a 
line out the door, same thing with 
Trade bar. We just loved walk-
ing around and picking different 
restaurants to dine in.”

That spontaneity forms the 
crux of Logan Circle. “It’s an 
exciting area,” Broermann adds. 
“Some of it reminds me of my 
start here in D.C. It was the first 
time I felt safe holding hands with 
my partner. I could just truly be 
myself. And I haven’t lost that 
feeling after all these years. It’s 
still an extremely inclusive and 
vibrant community.” 

1
Ice Cream Jubilee
Handmade ice cream 
featuring creative flavors 
such as toasted horchata 
and passion-fruit guava. A 
line debuts around Lunar 
New Year, paying homage 
to founder Victoria Lai.
icecreamjubilee.com 

2
Black Cat
D.C.’s premier venue for 
live indie music. The club 
has established itself as the 
home of alternative acts, 
attracting national talent.
blackcatdc.com  

3
Miss Pixie’s 
Furnishings & 
Whatnot…
The disco ball and fairy 
lights sum it all up. Every 
cranny is stuffed, as 
mid-century modern 
chests commingle with 
china emblazoned with 
salacious phrases.
misspixies.com  

4
Salt & Sundry
Buying a gift for that 

person who has 
everything? Salt & Sundry 
is a bounty of delights, 
with curated goods both 
eclectic and enticing.
shopsaltandsundry.com  

5
Pearl Dive  
Oyster Palace
Bivalves steal the show at 
this nautical eatery, whether 
on ice, broiled à la Rockefeller 
or encrusted in a po’boy.
pearldivedc.com 

6
Le Diplomate
Whether for brunch or a 
date night, Le Diplomate’s 
authentic French fare 
draws dedicated fans. The 
breads rival those from a 
Parisian boulangerie.
lediplomatedc.com

7
Estadio
Tapas on high-top tables, 
legs of ham dangling over 
the bar. Estadio captures 
the Spanish dining 
experience, reminding the 
ravenous that terrific meals 
can arrive on small plates.
estadio-dc.com

8
Trade
Cocktails here are 
gargantuan and the drag 
shows larger-than-life. 
Along with Number  
Nine around the corner, 
Trade is a mainstay  
of Logan Circle’s  
night scene.
tradebardc.com 

9
Slipstream
Avo toast with fair-trade 
coffee, or craft beer 
alongside a spicy chicken 
sandwich—the menu at 
Slipstream shifts with the 
sun. Part hangout and part 
bar, it’s 100-percent hip.
slipstreamdc.com 

10
Viceroy Washington 
D.C.
A rooftop pool, gallery 
works by D.C. artists,  
and an in-house playlist  
are among the features  
of this hotel. It’s also  
steps from Logan Circle, 
the park that anchors the 
neighborhood.
viceroyhotelsandresorts.
com

LOGAN CIRCLE HIGHLIGHTS
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