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Introduction	
	
From	Article	50	to	the	Eurovision	Song	Contest	through	to	the	World	Trade	Organisation,	the	United	Kingdom’s	exit	
from	the	European	Union	is	a	complex	minefield	of	names,	acronyms,	jargon	and	phrases.		All	of	these	we	will	need	
to	get	used	to	in	the	coming	months	and	years.	
	
The	Global	Payroll	Association	is	pleased	to	have	consolidated	this	information	into	one	document	to	help	make	
sense	of	it	all.		This	is	a	“live”	document	and	will	be	updated	as	the	journey	continues.			
	

A	–	Z	Terminology		
	

Jargon	/	phrase	 Explanation	

Acquis	communautaire	
A	French	phrase	meaning	 the	entire	body	of	European	Union	 law.	Countries	
have	 to	 incorporate	 it	 into	 their	 own	 (domestic)	 law	 before	 joining	 the	
European	Union	

Alignment	 Keeping	rules	and	regulations	in	the	UK	in	line	with	those	in	the	European	Union	
after	Brexit,	as	in	"regulatory	alignment".	

ANPR	

Automatic	 Number	 Plate	 Recognition	 which	 is	 a	 widely-used	 technology	 in	
enforcement.		This	has	been	touted	as	a	possible	technological	(part)	answer	
to	the	Hard	Border	issue	especially	between	Ireland	(EU)	and	Northern	Ireland	
(non-EU)	after	Brexit	

Article	49	
This	refers	to	the	clause	in	the	Lisbon	Treaty	setting	out	the	processes	for	an	
eligible	country	to	apply	for	EU	membership.		In	theory,	the	UK	could	use	this	
if	it	adopts	to	rejoin	the	EU	at	a	later	date	

Article	50	
This	is	the	European	Union's	exit	clause,	part	of	the	Lisbon	Treaty.		By	invoking	
(or	triggering	 it),	a	Member	State	formally	and	 legally	signals	 its	 intention	to	
leave	the.		Prime	Minister	Theresa	May	triggered	Article	50	on	29	March	2017	

Brexit	 Short	for	the	British	exit	from	the	European	Union	

Brexit	ball	
Taken	from	the	tennis	“the	ball	is	in	your	court”,	this	terminology	expresses	the	
way	that	the	UK	Government	and	the	EU	have	both	said	that	the	Brexit	terms	
and	conditions	(the	ball)	rest	in	the	other	side’s	court	

Brexit	Bus	
	

This	refers	to	a	red	bus	that	was	used	by	the	Leave	campaign	during	the	run-up	
to	the	referendum.		Most	famously	(and	controversially),	the	bus	carried	the	
slogan	“We	send	the	EU	£350m	a	week.	Let's	fund	our	NHS	instead.	Vote	Leave”	
on	its	side	

Brexit	day	 29	March	2019	at	11pm	-	the	day	the	UK	is	due	to	leave	the	European	Union	
Brexiteers	 Jargon	for	those	who	are	in	favour	of	Brexit	
Bremainers	 Those	who	voted	to	remain	in	the	EU	

Brexodus	
A	combination	of	the	words	"Brexit"	and	"exodus"	to	mean	the	departure	of	
people	 or	 companies	 from	 the	 UK	 because	 of	 Brexit.	 Whether	 this	 has	
happened,	or	will	happen,	is	contested	

Cake	and	eat	it	

A	 phrase	 used	 to	mean	 the	UK	 is	 trying	 in	 its	 negotiations	 to	 retain	 all	 the	
benefits	of	European	Union	membership	without	the	obligations,	particularly	
the	 payments	 to	 the	 EU	 budget,	 the	 jurisdiction	 of	 the	 European	 Court	 of	
Justice	and	free	movement	of	people.		See	also	"cherry	picking".	
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Canada	Model	

Refers	to	a	free-trade	agreement	between	the	EU	and	Canada	which	removes	
lots	of	barriers	to	trade	between	the	two,	but	not	as	many	as	the	Norway	model	
-	which	involves	signing	up	to	more	EU	rules,	contributing	to	the	EU	budget	and	
allowing	the	free	movement	of	people	

CAP	
The	Common	Agricultural	Policy	of	the	European	Union,	whose	objectives	are	
set	 in	 the	 Treaty	 of	 Rome.	 An	 annual	 budget	 implements	 a	 system	 of	
agricultural	subsidies,	many	benefiting	income	support	and	rural	development 

Cherry	picking	
See	also	"cake	and	eat	it".		The	phrase	used	to	mean	the	UK	is	trying	to	choose	
which	 European	 Union	 arrangements	 it	 wants	 to	 stay	 associated	 with	 and	
which	it	wants	to	fully	opt	out	of		

Citizen’s	rights	
	

The	 rights	and	protections	offered	 to	all	EU	citizens	under	EU	 law,	 including	
free	movement	 and	 residence,	 equal	 treatment	 and	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 other	
rights	 related	 to	work,	education,	 social	 security	and	health.	 	Some	of	 these	
rights	 are	 already	 protected	 in	 domestic	 legislation	 whilst	 others	 will	 be	
protected	via	the	Repeal	Bill.		Free	movement	is	the	contentious	issue 

Cliff	edge	

The	prospect	of	the	UK	crashing	out	of	the	European	Union	with	no	future	trade	
deal.	 That	 would	 mean	 having	 no	 agreement	 on	 the	 terms	 of	 Britain's	
withdrawal	or	 future	trade	relations,	and	could	 lead	to	serious	disruption	to	
businesses	and	individuals	in	Britain	and	across	the	EU	

Common	Agricultural	Policy	

The	 EU	 policy	 designed	 to	 provide	 financial	 support	 to	 farmers	 through	 a	
system	 of	 payments.	 It	 was	 created	 to	 make	 sure	 that	 farmers	 in	 the	 EU	
produced	enough	 food	and	also	had	a	 fair	 standard	of	 living.	Critics	 say	 it	 is	
wasteful	and	favours	rich	landowners	and	big	agri-businesses	

Council	of	Ministers	

A	European	Union	body	that	represents	Member	States'	national	governments.	
It	 is	 made	 up	 of	 government	 ministers	 from	 all	 member	 states	 who	 meet	
regularly.	Together	with	the	European	Parliament,	the	council	has	the	power	
to	make	EU	laws	and	decide	the	budget	

Customs	Union	

A	trade	agreement	under	which	two	or	more	countries	decide	not	to	have	taxes	
on	 imports	 (tariffs)	 of	 goods	 from	 other	 countries.	 	 The	 EU	 customs	 union	
includes	EU	Member	States	and	some	small	non-EU	members.		It	forbids	and	
prevents	Members	from	negotiating	trade	agreements	separately	from	the	EU	

David	Davis	 British	Conservative	Party	politician	who	is	the	Secretary	of	State	for	Exiting	the	
European	Union			

DExEU	
The	 Department	 for	 Exiting	 the	 European	 Union:	 the	 name	 of	 the	 new	 UK	
government	department	responsible	for	managing	the	UK's	departure	from	the	
EU	

Directive	

An	EU	Directive	is	one	that	the	EU	passes	on	one,	several	or	all	of	the	Member	
States.	 	 It	 is	 up	 to	 the	 Member	 State	 to	 decide	 on	 how	 to	 interpret	 the	
provisions	 of	 the	 directly	 into	 domestic	 legislation.	 	 An	 example	 is	 the	 EU	
Working	 Time	 Directive	 which	 was	 interpreted	 as	 the	 Working	 Time	
Regulations	in	Great	Britain	and	Northern	Ireland		

Divergence	 Allowing	rules	and	regulations	to	differ	between	the	European	Union	and	the	
UK	after	Brexit	
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Divorce	bill	

The	money	the	UK	has	in	principle	agreed	to	pay	the	European	Union	as	part	of	
the	deal	on	Britain's	departure.	 It	 includes	the	UK's	share	of	the	EU's	unpaid	
bills,	contributions	to	the	EU	budget	for	2019	and	2020,	pensions	for	EU	officials	
and	 a	 long	 list	 of	 smaller	 items.	 The	 independent	 Office	 for	 Budget	
Responsibility	has	estimated	the	cost	of	the	financial	settlement	at	£37	billion	

Donald	Tusk	 A	Polish	politician	and	President	of	the	European	Council	

EHIC	Card	

The	European	Health	Insurance	Card.		This	entitled	travelers	to	state-provided			
medical	help	for	any	condition	or	injury	that	requires	urgent	treatment	in	any	
EU	country	(and	several	non-EU	countries).		It	is	unclear	what	will	happen	to	
this	and	the	cover	provided	after	29	March	2019	 

EU	 The	European	Union	-	the	political	and	economic	union	of	28	Member	States	
which	the	UK	is	planning	to	leave	on	29	March	2019	

EU	27	 The	27	Member	States	that	will	decide	on	the	terms	of	the	UK’s	EU	exit	
EU	Exit	 The	way	in	which	Brexit	is	referred	to	by	civil	servants,	for	example	at	HMRC	

EU	Referendum	

The	national	vote	was	held	on	23	June	2016	to	decide	whether	 the	UK	(and	
Gibraltar)	should	leave	or	remain	in	the	European	Union.		A	single	question	was	
asked	with	a	simple	majority	deciding	the	verdict:	
	
• The	leave	vote	was	51.9%	compared	to	the	remain	vote	of	48.1%	
• The	 referendum	 turnout	 was	 71.8%,	 with	 more	 than	 30	 million	 people	

voting	
• England	voted	Leave	by	53.4%	to	46.6%	
• Wales	voted	Leave	by	52.5%	to	47.5%	
• Scotland	voted	Remain	by	62%	to	38%	
• Northern	Ireland	voted	Remain	by	55.8%	to	44.2%	
• Gibraltar	voted	Remain	by	95.91%	to	4.09%		
	

EU	Withdrawal	Bill	

See	also	Repeal	Bill.		Legislation	passing	through	UK	Parliament	to	repeal	the	
European	Communities	Act,	which	took	Britain	into	the	EU	(when	known	as	the	
European	Economic	Community).		It	will	also	convert	EU	law	into	UK	domestic	
law	by	the	time	of	Brexit.		The	controversy	is	that	some	fear	the	UK	Parliament	
will	then	be	able	to	decide	which	EU	laws	it	wants	to	keep	and	which	it	wants	
repeal	

EuroMillions	Lottery	

A	 commercial	 agreement	 between	 the	 official	 lottery	 operators	 of	 nine	
countries	–	Switzerland	(not	an	EU	Member),	Austria,	Belgium,	France,	Republic	
of	Ireland,	Luxembourg,	Portugal,	Spain	and	the	UK.		Brexit	will	not	impact	the	
ability	to	play	EuroMillions	

Europe	
Europe	is	a	continent.		It	is	located	in	the	Northern	Hemisphere,	predominantly	
in	the	Eastern	Hemisphere.		It	comprises	approximately	50	sovereign	states.		It	
is	not	the politico-economic	union	known	as	the	EU	

European	Commission	 The	 European	 Union's	 civil	 service.	 The	 Commission	 is	 key	 in	 initiating	 EU	
legislation	

European	Communities	Act	
The	1972	legislation	that	took	the	UK	in	to	the	EU	(or	the	EEC	as	it	then	was)	in	
the	first	place.		Repealing	this	without	a	withdrawal	agreement	in	place	would	
take	the	UK	over	the	cliff	edge	
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European	Council	

A	 body	 of	 the	 European	 Union	 that	 makes	 its	 most	 important	 strategic	
decisions.	 Its	 members	 are	 heads	 of	 state	 or	 government	 of	 the	 28	 EU	
countries,	the	European	Council	President	and	the	President	of	the	European	
Commission.	

European	Court	of	Human	Rights	
(ECHR)	

Based	in	Strasbourg	(on	the	eastern	border	of	France	with	Germany),	the	ECHR	
is	 not	 an	 EU	 institution.	 	 It	 is	 a	“supranational”	or	 international	 court	
established	 by	 the	European	 Convention	 on	 Human	 Rights	 and	 hears	
applications	 alleging	 a	 contracting	 state	 has	 breached	 one	 or	 more	 of	
the	human	rights	provisions	concerning	civil	and	political	rights	set	out	 in	the	
Convention.	 	 It	was	set	up	by	the	Council	of	Europe,	which	has	47	members	
including	Russia	and	Ukraine.		Brexit	will	not	exempt	the	UK	from	its	decisions.		
In	the	UK,	the	Conservative	Government	has	committed	to	the	Human	Rights	
Act	which	requires	UK	courts	to	treat	the	ECHR	as	setting	legal	precedents	for	
the	UK	during	the	Brexit	process 

European	Court	of	Justice	(ECJ)	
The	ECJ	is	the	EU's	highest	legal	authority	and	rules	on	disputes	over	European	
Union	treaties	and	other	EU	laws.	Its	decisions	are	binding	on	EU	institutions	
and	member	states	

European	Economic	Area	(EEA)	

An	area	covering	the	28	European	Union	countries	plus	Norway,	Iceland	and	
Liechtenstein,	which	enables	those	three	countries	to	be	part	of	the	EU's	single	
market.	 They	abide	by	 the	 rules	of	 the	EU	 single	market	and	 its	 freedom	of	
movement	of	people,	goods,	services	and	money	

European	Free	Trade	Association	
(EFTA)	

An	organisation	made	up	of	four	countries:	Iceland,	Liechtenstein,	Norway	and	
Switzerland.	They	are	allowed	to	trade	freely	with	the	single	market	in	return	
for	accepting	its	rules.	They're	not	in	the	EU	customs	union	and	can	negotiate	
trade	deals	with	third-party	countries	such	as	China	

European	Parliament	 The	directly-elected	parliamentary	institution	of	the	European	Union	with	751	
members	and	elected	by	citizens	in	all	28	European	Union	Member	States	

European	Union	Referendum	Act	
2015	

A	 2015	 UK	 Act	 of	 Parliament	 that	 allowed	 the	 2016	 EU	 membership	
referendum	

Eurosceptic	
This	 is	 used	 to	 describe	 an	 opponent	 of	 European	 Union	 integration,	 often	
believing	 that	 closer	 integrations	 threatens	 the	 individual	 nature	 of	 each	
Member	State	

Euroscepticism	 The	 Eurosceptic’s	 belief	 that	 European	 Union	 integration	 threatens	 the	
individuality	and	power	of	Member	States	to	determine	their	own	destiny	

Eurovision	Song	Contest	

The	annual	television	song	contest.		It	is	held,	primarily,	among	the	countries	
that	are	members	of	the	European	Broadcasting	Union	(EBU).	 	This	 in	totally	
independent	of	the	EU	and	includes	countries	inside	and	outside	of	the	EU	or	
indeed	Europe	itself.	
	

The	UK’s	participation	in	the	annual	event	is	not	affected	by	Brexit	

Eurozone	 An	area	comprising	19	EU	Member	States	that	have	adopted	the	Euro	as	the	
common	currency	and	sole	legal	tender	

Four	Freedoms	 The	 free	movement	of	goods,	 capital,	 services	and	people	 in	 the	EU's	 single	
market	
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Free	Trade	Agreement	
An	agreement	between	countries	to	reduce	trade	barriers,	including	import	or	
export	taxes	(tariffs)	and	import	quotas,	in	order	to	increase	trade	in	goods	and	
services	

Freedom	of	movement	

One	of	the	founding	principles	of	the	European	Union	and	means	citizens	of	EU	
Member	States	and	their	families	can	live	and	work	in	any	other	Member	State.	
This	 has	 been	 and	will	 continue	 to	 be	 a	major	 factor	 as	 Britain	 attempts	 to	
control	immigration	and	population	capacity	

Frictionless	Trade	 Trying	 to	 do	 business	 between	 the	 UK	 and	 the	 European	 Union	 with	 the	
minimum	of	tariffs,	quotas,	customs	checks	and	other	obstructions	

Gibraltar	

Gibraltar	gained	entry	to	the	EU	in	1973	as	part	of	the	UK's	membership	under	
the	European	Communities	Act	1972.		The	European	Union	(Referendum)	Act	
2016	 (an	 Act	 of	 the	Gibraltar	 Parliament)	 implemented	 the	 UK’s	 2015	
Referendum	 Act	 meaning	 that	 the	 2016	 vote	 was	 the	 first	 time	 a	 British	
Overseas	Territory	had	taken	part	in	a	UK-wide	referendum		

Globalisation	 The	process	by	which	the	world	is	becoming	increasingly	interconnected	as	a	
result	of	hugely	increased	trade,	travel	and	other	forms	of	interaction.	

Hard	border	 A	 border	 controlled	 and	 protected	 by	 customs	 officials,	 police,	 or	 military	
personnel.	

Hard		
A	phrase	often	used	by	critics	of	Brexit	who	think	it	will	harm	the	UK	economy.	
A	hard	Brexit	would	be	one	where	few	of	the	existing	ties	between	the	UK	and	
the	EU	were	retained	leading	to	more	disruption	than	a	Soft	Brexit	

Henry	VIII	powers	

Legal	provisions	for	ministers	to	decide	on	changes	to	existing	UK	law	without	
the	 normal	 process	 of	 scrutiny	 in	 Parliament.	 The	 term	 is	 named	 after	 King	
Henry	 VIII's	 preference	 for	 creating	 laws	 by	 royal	 proclamation	 rather	 than	
through	Parliament	

Implementation	period	
See	also	“Transition”.		The	UK	terminology	for	the	period	up	to	31	December	
2020	 between	 the	 UK	 leaving	 the	 EU	 and	 the	 commencement	 of	 new	
arrangements	for	future	trade			

Irish	Border	 The	border	between	Northern	Ireland	and	the	Republic	of	Ireland.		After	Brexit,	
it	will	become	the	only	land	border	between	the	UK	and	the	European	Union	

Jean-Claude	Junker	 A	Luxembourgish	politician	serving	as	President	of	the	European	Commission	

Lisbon	Treaty	

Aka	The	Treaty	of	Lisbon.		EU	legislation	in	two	parts	that	entered	into	force	01	
December	2009:	
1. The	 Treaty	 of	 the	 EU	 sets	 out	 the	 general	 provisions	 governing	 the	

European	Union	
2. The	Treaty	on	the	Functioning	of	the	EU	sets	out	the	specific	objectives	of	

the	EU's	various	policies	

Mandate	
The	 authority	 to	 carry	 out	 policy.	 In	 relation	 to	 Brexit	 it	 often	 refers	 to	 the	
referendum	result	giving	a	mandate	to	the	government	to	take	Britain	out	of	
the	European	Union	

MEP	

Member	of	the	European	Parliament.		When	the	UK	leaves	the	EU	on	29	March	
2019,	 all	 73	 MEPs	 will	 lose	 their	 elected	 seats	 and	 there	 will	 be	 no	
representation	 for	 the	 UK	 on	 the	 European	 Parliament.	 	 This	 applies	 even	
during	the	transition	period	when	the	UK	will	still	have	to	abide	by	EU	rules	and	
regulations			
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Member	States	

There	are	28	Member	States	as	at	March	2018	–	Austria,	Belgium,	Bulgaria,	
Croatia,	Cyprus,	Czech	Republic,	Denmark,	Estonia,	Finland,	France,	Germany,	
Greece,	 Hungary,	 Republic	 of	 Ireland,	 Italy,	 Latvia,	 Lithuania,	 Luxembourg,	
Malta,	 Netherlands,	 Poland,	 Portugal,	 Romania,	 Slovakia,	 Slovenia,	 Spain,	
Sweden,	United	Kingdom	

Michel	Barnier	 A	French	politician	serving	as	European	Chief	Negotiator	

NATO	
The	North	Atlantic	Treaty	Organisation.	 	An	allegiance	of	29	North	American	
and	 European	 countries	 based	 on	 the	North	 Atlantic	 Treaty	 concerned	with	
mutual	defense.		Brexit	does	not	directly	impact	the	UK’s	position	in	NATO	

No	deal	 Like	“cliff	edge”.		No	deal	implies	totally	closing	the	door	on	Brexit	negotiations	
which	may	make	trade	agreements	difficult	in	a	post-Brexit	United	Kingdom 

Norway	Model	

An	arrangement	in	which	the	UK	would	have	to	allow	freedom	of	movement	of	
people,	make	a	contribution	to	the	EU	budget,	smaller	than	the	contribution	
that	 is	made	at	 the	moment.	 	The	Norway	Model	means	 that	 the	UK	would	
have	to	abide	by	the	rulings	of	the	European	Court	of	Justice,	in	exchange	for	
remaining	in	the	single	market	

Passporting	
The	arrangement	under	which	British	companies	and	foreign	companies	with	
bases	in	the	UK	are	allowed	to	sell	financial	services	across	the	European	Union	
with	no	regulatory	barriers	

Regulation	
An	EU	Regulation	is	different	from	a	Directive	in	that	it	must	be	enforced	the	
same	way	in	each	of	the	EU	28	Member	States,	for	example	the	General	Data	
Protection	Regulation			

Remoaner	 A	slang	term	referring	to	a	person		who	complains	about	Britain	leaving	EU	and	
/	or	the	outcome	of	the	referendum	itself	

Repeal	Bill		

See	 also	 EU	Withdrawal	 Bill.  Legislation	 passing	 through	 UK	 Parliament	 to	
repeal	the	European	Communities	Act,	which	took	Britain	 into	the	EU	(when	
known	as	the	European	Economic	Community).		It	will	also	convert	EU	law	into	
UK	domestic	law	by	the	time	of	Brexit.		The	controversy	is	that	some	fear	the	
UK	Parliament	will	then	be	able	to	decide	which	EU	laws	it	wants	to	keep	and	
which	it	wants	repeal   

Reste	à	liquider		

This	is	a	French	term	referring	to	outstanding	bills	/	debts.		In	the	Brexit	context,	
this	refers	to	projects	the	EU	has	agreed	to	finance	but	has	yet	to	pay	for.	
Like	the	divorce	bill,	the	interest	in	this	is	how	much	the	UK	will	have	to	pay	to	
settle	the	outstanding	bills	/	debts	that	will	have	been	agreed	in	EU	budgets	
when	they	were	still	a	member 

Schengen	Area		

An	 area	 comprising	 26	 European	 states	 that	 have	 abolished	 passports	 and	
controls	at	their	mutual	borders.		There	are	6	EU	Member	States	that	are	not	
part	 of	 the	 Schengen	 –	 Bulgaria,	 Croatia,	 Cyprus	 and	 Romania	 are	 legally	
obliged	to	join	the	Area	at	a	later	date	whilst	the	UK	and	the	Republic	of	Ireland	
maintain	opt-outs	

Settled	status	 A	legal	status	that	will	give	EU	citizens	and	their	families	the	right	to	remain	in	
the	UK	and	access	benefits	and	public	services	after	Brexit	

Single	market	
The	way	in	with	the	EU	is	treated	as	one	territory	with	free	market	of	goods,	
money,	 services	 and	 people.	 	 The	 single	 market	 includes,	 with	 exceptions.	
Iceland,	Liechtenstein,	Norway	and	Switzerland	(EEA	and	EFTA	countries)		
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Smooth	Brexit	 An	orderly,	negotiated	and	prepared	Brexit 
Soft	Brexit	 Leaving	the	EU	but	staying	as	closely	aligned	as	possible	
Tariff	 A	tax	or	duty	paid	on	goods	being	imported	or,	occasionally,	exported.	
Tariff-free	trade	 Trade	without	any	taxes	or	duties	to	pay	when	goods	are	imported	or	exported	

Transition	

The	period	between	 the	UK	 leaving	 the	EU	and	 the	 commencement	of	new	
arrangements	 for	 future	 trade.	 	 The	UK	 refers	 to	 it	 as	 the	 “implementation	
phase".		It	will	be	the	period	after	29	March	2019	to	31	December	2020.		During	
this	 time,	 the	UK	will	be	able	to	set-up	 its	own	trade	deals	but	they	will	not	
come	into	force	until	01	January	2021.		Free	movement	continues	during	the	
transition	period	

Treaty	 A	 formally-concluded	 and	 ratified	 agreement	 between	 states,	 either	
individually	or	collectively	

TTIP	
The	Transatlantic	Trade	and	Investment	Partnership.		This	is	a	trade	agreement	
that	is	proposed	between	the	EU	and	the	United	States,	though	this	has	been	
stalled	following	the	election	of	Donald	Trump	as	US	President	

World	Trade	Organisation	(WTO)	

A	global	organisation	dealing	with	the	rules	of	trade	between	states.	N	In	the	
event	the	UK	leaves	the	EU	without	a	trading	relationship	in	place	and	agreed,	
the	UK	will	trade	with	the	EU	according	to	WTO	rules.	 	This	could	mean	that	
current	costs	increase	as	there	will	be	customs	checks	and	WTO	tariffs	

	
	


