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I hope that you will enjoy making these exquisite ribbon bags. The instructions 
have been designed so that you can check off each step as you proceed, making it 
easy to keep track of where you are in the process.

Please read through ALL the instructions before you begin sewing.  Check for 
any corrections (www.ByAnnie.com/corrections/) before beginning. For help with 
techniques, explore our helpful tutorials (www.ByAnnie.com/tutorials).

YOU WILL NEED:
❒❒ Sewing machine 

with ¼" foot, zipper foot, 
and walking foot

❒❒ Steam iron and 
ironing board

❒❒ Rotary cutter, mat 
and quilter’s ruler  
We used 16½" square 
and 6" x 12" and 6" x 24" 
rulers for this project.

❒❒ Scissors and thread 
snips*

❒❒ Pins*  
The large yellow-topped 
quilting pins* work best

❒❒ Wonder Clips*  
A great alternative to pins 
to hold pieces in place

❒❒ Washout marking 
pencil or pen* We 
prefer Clover chalk 
pens* in white, blue, or 
silver as they are simple 
to use and make a very 
visible but easy-to-
remove line.

❒❒ ByAnnie’s Stiletto 
and Pressing Tool* 
To hold pieces in place 
as you sew (especially for 
bindings) and to press 
seams

❒❒ Double-sided 
basting tape* Helpful 
for holding pieces in 
place.

*Available at  
www.ByAnnie.com

This pattern is protected by a 
copyright and is intended for 
the personal use of the retail 
purchaser only. Permission 
is granted to make up to ten 
items for gifts or sale. If you 
want to make more than ten, 
please contact Annie Unrein 
for permission. If projects are 
made in a classroom setting, 
each student must purchase 
a pattern. Photocopying and 
all other types of reproduction 
including mechanical, 
electronic, computerized, or 
digital are prohibited without 
the written consent of Annie 
Unrein. Please respect the 
time and energy it took to 
make this pattern and do not 
copy it.

Renaissance Ribbons Bags
Small:  5¾"H x 5½" to 7"W x 2"D Large: 5"H x 7½" to 10½"W x 3"D

RIBBON AND VELVET BORDER ZIPPERED BAGS

A. Cut
NOTE: Cutting dimensions are height (lengthwise grain) of fabric x width (crosswise grain with selvages on 
sides) of fabric.The first set of instructions or measurements are for small bag; second set (in parentheses) 
are for large bag.

TIP: Renaissance Ribbons exquisite woven jacquard ribbons and their beautiful Velvet Borders are 
packaged in 1 meter (approx. 39") pieces. With careful cutting, a 1-meter piece of each 1½", ⅜", and 5" 
ribbon/border will make one small and one large bag.

1½" wide 
Renaissance 
Ribbon

coordinating
fabric

zipper
tape

5" wide 
French Velvet 
Border

⅜" wide 
Renaissance 
Ribbon

Soft and 
Stable®

FOR Bag Exterior cut:
TIP: After cutting, use FrayBlock or lightly burn the edges to seal the ends of the ribbons.

 ❒ 1½" wide Renaissance Ribbon — 16½" (22½")

 ❒ ⅜" wide Renaissance Ribbon — 16½" (22½")

 ❒ 5" wide French Velvet Border* — 16½" (22½") *NOTE: Do NOT trim white border at top or bottom.

For Bag Lining cut:
 ❒ Coordinating fabric — 7½" x 16½" (7½" x 22½")

For Zipper Pull cut:
 ❒ Coordinating fabric — 1" x 12" (1" x 12")

For Bag Stabilizer cut:
 ❒ ByAnnie’s Soft and Stable® — 7½" x 16½" (7½" x 22½")

   TIP: The instructions below will refer to a “right” and “wrong” side of the Soft and Stable®. Both 
sides are the same so just choose one side to be the right side. Mark it with a pin or marker for 
easier identification later.

B. Prepare the Zipper
 ❒ 1. Move the slides on a 30" 

double-slide handbag zipper 
away from the ends. Cut the 
stops off each end (figure 
1) and remove the slides to 
make two pieces of zipper tape (figure 2). (The slides will be reattached to the bag once the 
bag is assembled.) One piece of tape will be used for each bag. Trim the length of one piece 
of zipper tape to 22½" (28½").

figure 1

figure 2

figure 1

figure 2
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C. Attach Bag Lining and Zipper to Soft and 
Stable®

TIP: I prefer to attach the zipper using a ¼" foot or zipper foot. 
When stitching the ribbon in place, use a walking foot or dual-feed 
foot to ensure that layers move together evenly.

 ❒ 1. With wrong sides together, position the 7½" x 16½" 
(7½" x 22½")  Bag Lining (coordinating fabric) on top of 
the 7½" x 16½" (7½" x 22½") Bag Stabilizer (ByAnnie’s Soft 
and Stable®), smoothing in place and aligning all edges. 
Clip/pin in place on sides and bottom (figure 3). 

 ❒ 2. With right sides of fabric and zipper tape up, align the 
long fabric edge of the 22½" (28½") zipper tape along the 
top long edge of the Bag Lining, allowing the zipper tape 
to extend beyond the fabric by 3" on each end. Clip/pin 
to secure. TIP: Wonder Clips work well to hold the layers 
together quickly and easily. Stitch the zipper tape and lining 
to the Soft and Stable® along the long top edge, sewing 
¼" from the edge (figure 4).

figure 4

 ❒ 2. Finger-press the zipper tape over onto the right side 
of the Soft and Stable®, flattening it against the Soft and 
Stable®, and folding the lining away to keep it out of the 
next line of stitching. Stitch through the zipper tape and 
Soft and Stable® only, sewing along the very edge of the 
zipper tape (figure 5). This will secure the zipper in place  
and hide the raw edges of the lining and the Soft and 
Stable®.

figure 5

 ❒ 3. Fold the lining down against the wrong side of the Soft 
and Stable®, aligning raw edges on sides and bottom. 
Press well and clip around the edges to hold the lining in 
place (figure 6). Do NOT sew lining to Soft and Stable® yet.  

figure 6

D. Make Bag Exterior
 ❒ 1. With right side of Soft and Stable® up, position the 16½" 

(22½") piece of 1½"-wide Renaissance Ribbon on top of 
the zipper and Soft and Stable®, placing the TOP long 
edge of the ribbon along the just-stitched edge with the 
top of the ribbon just covering the stitching line attaching 
the zipper to the lining. 

   TIP: Run a line of ⅛" double-sided basting tape along the 
zipper tape to hold the ribbon in place (figure 7).

figure 7

 ❒ 2. Stitch the ribbon to the zipper tape slightly below the 
top long edge, sewing through all layers, including the 
lining (figure 8). The line of stitching on the lining side 
should be about ⅛" from the folded edge. TIP: Use a 
thread color that matches the ribbon’s background or an 
invisible thread such as Superior Threads’ MonoPoly. We 
recommend using a #70/10 needle when using a fine thread 
such as MonoPoly.

figure 8

figure 3figure 3

figure 4

figure 5

figure 6

figure 7

figure 8
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 ❒ 3. Unclip the lining fabric from the Soft and Stable® and 
move it out of the way so that it is not caught in the next 
seams. Stitch along the bottom edge of the ribbon to 
secure it to the Soft and Stable® (figure 9).

figure 9

 ❒ 4. Position the 16½" (22½") piece of 5"-wide French Velvet 
Border below the 1½" ribbon, butting its top edge against 
the bottom edge of the upper ribbon. Stitch the Velvet 
Border to the Soft and Stable®, sewing along the top edge  
(figure 10). 

figure 10

 ❒ 5. Position the 16½" (22½") piece of ⅜"-wide Renaissance 
Ribbon along the top of the French Velvet Border to hide 
the white line at the top of the ribbon, overlapping the 
bottom edge of the top ribbon slightly. TIP: Run a piece of ⅛" 
double-sided basting tape along the edge of the velvet border to 
hold the ⅜"-wide ribbon in place. Carefully stitch along the top 
and bottom edges of the ribbon (figure 11). TIP: Stitch with 
a straight stitch or, if you find it challenging to sew along the 
edge, a narrow zig-zag stitch may be more forgiving.

figure 11

 ❒ 6. Stitch along the top of the white line at the bottom of 
the Velvet Border to secure the border to the Soft and 
Stable® (figure 12). Trim any excess Soft and Stable® 
even with the bottom of the border, but do not trim the 
border.

figure 12

E. Sew Side Seams
 ❒ 1. Trim edges and stitch sides. With wrong sides 

together, fold the Bag Lining down onto the Soft and 
Stable® and smooth in place. The zipper tape/teeth 
will extend beyond the fabric/ribbon at the top. Being 
careful not to cut the zipper tape, trim the side and 
bottom edges of the fabric and Soft and Stable® so that 
everything is straight and even. Trim the zipper tape so 
there is 1½" of tape extending beyond the bag on each 
side. Being careful not to catch the lining in the stitching 
or to sew through the zipper tape, sew the ribbon and 
border to the Soft and Stable® along the sides, sewing 
about ⅛" from the edges (figure 13).  

figure 131½" 1½"

figure 9

figure 10

figure 11

figure 12

figure 13
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 ❒ 2. Attach the zipper slide.  
With right sides out, bring the 
ends of the zipper tape 
together with teeth up and in 
the middle (figure 14). Position 
a zipper slide so that the 
ROUND end (it will have two 
channels—see figure 15) is 
facing the zipper teeth. At a 
slight angle, insert the left side 
of the zipper tape very slightly 
into the left channel of the 
zipper slide. In the same 
manner, insert the right side of 
the zipper tape very slightly 
into the right channel of the 
zipper slide (figure 16). The 
goal is to keep the zipper tape 
even as it goes into the slide. 
Tap gently on the end of the 
zipper slide to “set” it (you’ll 
hear a slight click as it engages 
with the teeth), grab the slide, 
and pull it onto the zipper tape 
(figure 17). Zip the bag closed 
(figure 18). 

figure 17

   

figure 18

 ❒ 3. Sew side seam in Bag  
Exterior and Bag 
Lining. With the zipper 
open about half way, 
turn the bag so that 
right sides are 
together and the Bag 
Lining is again “open” 
and extending beyond 
the Bag Exterior at the 
top. Being careful to 
align the bottom edges 
of the zipper tape and 
to match the “seams” 
of the ribbon/border trim, clip the bag together along the 
sides from top to bottom. Stitch together, sewing with a 
½" seam, stitching carefully across zipper tape (figure 19). 

  Trim the excess zipper tape even with the edge of the 
bag; press the seam open TIP: A pressing ham makes this 
much easier! (figure 20)

figure 20

pressing ham

F. Make boxed bottom in Bag Exterior
 ❒ 1. Sew bottom seam in Bag Exterior only. Sew across 

the bottom of the Bag Exterior (ribbon and Soft and 
Stable®) with a ⅜" seam, double-checking to make sure 
that the white line at the bottom of the Velvet Border is 
hidden in the seam. Press seam open (as far as possible).

 ❒ 2. Mark lines for boxed 
bottom. With seam 
to the left, mark a 1" 
(1½") box in the bottom 
left corner of the Bag 
Exterior, measuring 
from the seam line at 
the bottom and from 
the seam line on the left 
(figure 21). In the same 
manner, mark a 1" (1½") 
box in the bottom right 
corner, measuring from 
the seam line at the 
bottom and the folded edge on the right (figure 21). Mark 
diagonal lines from the outer bottom corner of each box 
to the inner upper corner of each box (figure 21). Turn 
the bag over and mark the same lines on the other side 
of the Bag Exterior, being careful to measure from the 
seam line or the folded edge as appropriate. 

figure 15

figure 14

figure 16

figure 19

1½" 1½"1½
" 1½

"

figure 21

figure 14

figure 15

figure 16

figure 17

figure 18

figure 19

figure 20

figure 21
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 ❒ 3. Fold and stitch boxed  
bottom. Pulling the 
front and back of the 
bag apart, fold each 
corner on the marked 
diagonal lines to form a 
triangle, with the bottom 
seam running down the 
center, aligning marked 
lines on top and bottom. 
Reach inside the bag to 
make sure that the 
ribbon is smooth and 
tight against the Soft 
and Stable®; pin to hold 
ensuring that the pins 
line up with the lines on top and bottom (figure 22, top). 
Sew across the marked line, backstitching on each end, 
and making sure that all seams are open. Sew a second 
line of stitching a scant ¼" away (toward the point), 
backstitching at each end (figure 22, bottom). Trim excess 
¼" beyond the first line of stitching (figure 22, bottom). 
Re-press bottom seam open.

G. Make boxed bottom in Bag Lining
 ❒ 1. Sew bottom seam in 

Bag Lining, sewing across 
the bottom with a ⅝" 
seam and leaving a 3" to 
4" opening in the center. 
Backstitch each time you 
start and stop stitching. 
Press seam open. TIP: 
Sew all the way across 
the seam, lengthening the 
stitch to the longest stitch 
possible in the middle 
section and backstitching 
at each end of the longer 
stitch (figure 23). This makes it easier to press the seam open 
and to un-stitch to open the bottom in a later step.

 ❒ 2. As directed in step F-2 above, mark lines for the boxed 
bottom on the Bag Lining. 

 ❒ 3. Fold, stitch, and trim the boxed bottom as directed in 
step F-3. 

H. Complete the bag
 ❒ 1. Remove the basting stitches in the middle of tthe 

bottom of the lining and carefully turn the bag right side 
out through the opening in the Bag Lining.  Push out all 
bottom corners and push the lining down into the inside 
of the bag. Carefully push on the side of the bag at the 
top along the seam of the zipper tape to push out the 
zipper corner. Press carefully.

 ❒ 2. Stitch the opening in the bottom of the Bag Lining 
closed by hand or machine. TIP: A ladder stitch works well 
for this purpose.

 ❒ 3. Make and attach the zipper pull. 

 ❒ a. With right sides out, fold the 1" x 12" Zipper Pull 
(coordinating fabric) in half lengthwise (½" x 12"); 
press to mark center. Open and bring raw edges to 
center (¼" x 12"); press again. TIP: A 12mm (½") bias 
tape maker makes this really easy!

 ❒ b. Sew lengthwise down the middle of the  
pull to join the layers.

 ❒ c. Trim the ends of the prepared Zipper Pull to 
a point and pull through the hole in one zipper 
slide. Bring the ends together and pull through 
the loop at the fold of the Zipper Pull. Pull tight 
to the zipper slide. If desired, tie another knot 
at the end of the pull (figure 24). Trim excess. 

Be sure to visit our website for patterns, Soft and 
Stable®, hardware, zippers, video tutorials, and more.

Need Help?
Many of the techniques included in this pattern are covered 
in our online video tutorials. You’ll find them at our website 
(ByAnnie.com/tutorials) or on our YouTube channel (YouTube.
com/byannie).

Happy stitching!
We love seeing what you make. Please share your photos on 
social media using the following hashtags:

#ByAnnieRenaissanceRibbonsBags

#SoftandStable

#PatternsByAnnie

@PatternsByAnnie

figure 22

figure 23

1½" 1½"1½
" 1½

"

figure 24

figure 22

figure 23

figure 24
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Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

SMALL
1½" WIDE 

RENAISSANCE 
RIBBON

Bag Exterior
16½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

SMALL
⅜" WIDE 

RENAISSANCE 
RIBBON

Bag Exterior 
16½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

SMALL

5" WIDE FRENCH 
VELVET BORDER

Bag Exterior
16½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

SMALL

COORDINATING
FABRIC

Lining of Bag
7½" x 16½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

SMALL

COORDINATING
FABRIC

Zipper Pull 
1" x 12"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

SMALL

BYANNIE’S SOFT 
AND STABLE®

Stabilizer for Bag
7½" x 16½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

LARGE
1½" WIDE 

RENAISSANCE 
RIBBON

Bag Exterior
 22½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

LARGE
⅜" WIDE 

RENAISSANCE 
RIBBON

Bag Exterior 
16½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

LARGE
⅜" WIDE 

RENAISSANCE 
RIBBON

Bag Exterior 
16½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

LARGE

COORDINATING
FABRIC

Lining of Bag
7½" x 22½"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

LARGE

COORDINATING
FABRIC

Zipper Pull
1" x 12"

Renaissance 
Ribbons Bags

LARGE

BYANNIE’S SOFT 
AND STABLE®

Stabilizer for Bag
7½" x 22½"

Keep track of all the pieces needed for these projects.  
Make a copy of this page and cut apart to make labels for each piece.

If you enjoyed this pattern, you might also like these other patterns from ByAnnie.com

Renaissance Ribbons Bags


