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The Longest Day

Climate change is more than a set of abstract projections and statistics. It is the daily re-
ality for millions of people in Asia’s cities, villages and coasts. Witness how people on the
frontlines of climate crisis confront the many challenges as it unfolds over 24 hours.

We follow these people as they deal with water shortage in the Mekong Delta and Jakarta,
what coastal communities in Indonesia's Sumba island and the Sundarbans are doing as
they face rapidly rising sea levels, the farmers in Vietnam looking for solutions to unprec-
edented long droughts, and families struggling with extreme heatwaves in Delhi's slums.
The Longest Day is a snapshot of Asia today - told through the voices of farmers, health
workers, city residents and displaced families. By emphasising on-the-ground responses to
complex challenges, the series is an empowering and relatable portrait of a diverse and re-
silient region.
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Episode 1: Water

By 2025, half the world's population will lack access to fresh
water. For millions across Asia, this is already a reality. We
turn the spotlight to three countries: Vietnam's Mekong Delta is
in the grip of the most severe water shortage in living memory.
Declaring a state of emergency, the local government have
begun transporting fresh water into the worst affected areas.
Over 24 hours, we follow a young durian farmer, Ms. Nho as she
races to keep her small farm alive. This emergency water is her
family's final lifeline. While in Singapore, urban fish farmers
innovate to conserve the water they do have, as they strive to
protect Singapore's food security in an increasingly
unpredictable climate. In Jakarta, people's daily search for
water is threatening the megacity's very existence.
Over-extraction of groundwater is causing the city to sink by up
to 25cm a year. We follow two well diggers as they manually
install a 12 metre well at a residential property - but at what
cost?

Episode 2: Oceans

By 2050, rising sea levels will flood 200 million people’s homes
across the globe. For thousands across Asia, this is already a
reality. In this episode, we travel to some of the worst affected
places on Asia’s coastline, spending 24 hours with the families
living at the whim of an unpredictable ocean.

Every day, from the Bay of Bengal to Java Island, families are
facing flooding, storms, dwindling fish stocks and waterborne
diseases. From dawn to dusk, we witness the resilience of those
fighting on the frontlines. Villagers raise their houses on stilts,
intrepid doctors travel on boat clinics, and families plant entire
mangrove forests, growing natural sea walls on their doorsteps.
For some, it is too late. We meet climate migrants working
menial jobs Kolkata, forced to flee after their farm was
decimated by floods. Every day, the tide rises higher, storms get
stronger and oceans get warmer. Will those that live by the
coasts adapt or are they facing a losing battle?

Episode 3: Land

Land use and climate stability are a delicate balancing act. Get
it right and you can reduce carbon emissions; but get it wrong,
and you can fuel climate change while worsening food security
and environmental problems. We witness the impact on lives
when the balance tips into disaster.

In Indonesia’s remote East Sumba, Marten has been waiting for
rain for 260 days. He only has two days of food left and a baby
to feed. Over 24 hours we follow him on a desperate search for
food. In Vietnam’s Mekong delta, rice farmers salvage what’s
left of their crop in the worst drought in recent memory. Years
of intensive farming have altered the fragile delta plains,
worsening the problems of climate change. There is no easy
solution. Still, they try. In the semi-arid plains of Rajasthan,
India, Gaurav Gurjur is trying to stop the march of the desert -
by planting a forest. The odds are high but he has an ingenious
plan to restore the parched lands, using nature as his guide.

Episode 4: Heat

The past five years have been the hottest ever recorded on our
planet and global warming is only set to increase. By the end of
the century, 75% of the world’s population will experience
extreme heat and if current trends continue, whole regions of
Asia will be rendered uninhabitable by direct heat. But for
many, deadly heat is already part of their everyday lives.

In this episode, we follow Indonesian teenager, Aprianus as he
walks one and a half hours to school daily, on an
eight-kilometre journey. In SIngapore, 64 year old Wong
struggles with heat and humidity as he carries out his duties at
a landscaping nursery, and a family of slum-dwellers in Delhi
battle with disease as they look for solutions to combat extreme
weather conditions.
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