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This one-hour programme is not just about the drama that unfolds at the auction block, but the whole journey
that ultimately starts from how these objects of desire are found, cultivated or groomed, to how and where
they are sold.

As much as the story is built on how and why big money change hands over these commodities, Real Deal
also reveals the history and phenomenon behind these auctions and focuses on the people whose labour of
love created these products. The series features the sale of the world’s most expensive grapes and Bluefin
tuna in Japan, thoroughbred yearlings at the Tattersalls auction in England’s Newmarket, Hanwoo beef in
South Korea and white truffles in Alba, Italy.
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REAL DEAL

Episode 1: Ruby Roman

Every summer in Japan, the world’s most expensive grapes,
the Ruby Romans, never fail to spark off a bidding frenzy at its
first-in-season auction. Here, highly-prized luxury fruits are big
business.
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Episode 2: Horse

At the Tattersall yearling auctions, bidders pay top dollar for the
next champion racehorse. But the bloodstock business is the
ultimate game of risk and reward for the people who work in it.
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Episode 3: Hanwoo

We see Hanwoo or Korean cattle go under the gavel at two
separate auctions. Though Hanwoo is the luxury meat of
choice, breeding of the cattle as meat stock is only a recent
development.
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Episode 4: White truffle

Bidders shell out big money for the largest white truffle of
the season, in a unique auction that mixes philanthropy with
gourmet pursuit. This auction is also critical to the economy of
Alba, Italy.
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Episode 5: Tuna

Tokyo's brand-new wholesale fish market, Toyosu, rings in 2019
with the auction of the world’s most expensive fish. We witness
the hardship that fishermen face as the prized Bluefin tuna
becomes scarce.
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