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Once Upon A River

In this three-part series, we discover historical ties between communities and with some of the most critical water-
ways in Asia. On this journey, we discover how rivers have influenced people's way of life and how their fate and for-
tunes are dependant on water.

But this relationship between riverine communities and water is rapidly changing. As populations grow, the World
Health Organization estimates that 50% of global population will be forced to live in water stressed regions by 2050.

Climate change is hastening a potential water crisis that can spark conflict in the region, as governments seek to con-
trol water sources by constructing hydropower dams, forcing some to sign cross-border water pacts. Will communities

succeed in utilising technology and innovation to confront this rising tide of threats to their survival.

Narrator: Dilly Barlow
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EP1: Bangladesh's Delta Disaster

Bangladesh is battling to stay above water.

By 2050, one in every seven people in the country will be
displaced by climate-related factors.

We go on a journey across the south Asian nation to
understand why three quarters of the country is inundated
by its rivers bursting their banks every year. On this
journey, we investigate how floods threatens the country's
food security, how soil erosion is leaving thousands
homeless and meet climate refugees migrating from their
homes to survive.

Along the way, we meet communities adapting to climate
change by growing food on water in an effort to counter
rising sea levels as rising sea-level threatens to overtake
11% of the country's land within the next 30 years.

We visit the frontlines of the country's battle against
climate change to meet activists raising awareness against
man-made changes to the country's water resources which
may leave a devastating impact on its economy.

EP2: Saving Indonesia's Citarum

The Citarum River is dubbed as the dirtiest river in the
world.

Majalaya's factories have dumped roughly 280 tons of
chemical waste into this critical waterbody every day.
Despite its dilapidated condition, its waters irrigate
farmlands which feed 30 million people across West Java.
This is why the Indonesian government is trying to save the
Citarum.

We embed with the Indonesian military on Operation
Citarum Harum, a multi-million dollar cleanup operation
that aims to transform this 270 kilometer long river back to
its former glory.

On this journey, we film with environmental activists on
the frontlines fighting against illegal chemical discharge in
their bid to reverse damage to the region's ecology.

In this battle to balance economic development and
impending climate change, we discover factory owners
investing in the future of sustainable waste disposal and
individuals using artificial intelligence to save the
Citarum.

EP3: Trouble On The Mekong

The Mekong is known as the mother of all rivers.

It feeds more than 80 million farmers and fishermen across
its trans-national length. But tensions are rising with the
construction of a series of Chinese funded dams upstream,
with some suggest, are causing draughts and dwindling
fishing catches for downstream communities.

We traverse Cambodia to understand the needs of fast
growing economy which expects an 80 percent in electric
demand over the next 20 years. What impact will this
development have on the environment and water security in
the region?

On this journey, we also meet communities displaced by
these dams. As climate change forces people to choose
between protecting nature or their own economic survival,
what is the future Mekong's river communities? And will
technological solutions be implemented quickly before it is
too late for riverine communities.
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