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Hole in the Wall

Should you get lucky and wiggle your way into closely- held local
intelligence, Asia’s unique hole-in-the-wall eateries extend far
beyond travel guides, blogs and search engines. Hosts Joanna, Jing
Lun, Zi Yi and Michelle, navigate the path less travelled to uncov-
er maestros cooking up a storm in their humble dives.

Hosts: Joanna Dong, Wong Jing Lun, Yang Zi Yi and Michelle Chia
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EPISODE 1

Tapping into local intelligence and tip offs, Host Jing
Lun is on a mission to hunt down off-the-beaten-path,
hole-in-the-wall eateries. On an island off Perak, he
finds his belly warmed by the most exquisite seafood
porridge. What else lies in wait for Jing Lun in the
sleepy town of Menlembu?

EPISODE 2

Native to Malaysia, durian- the undisputed king of
fruits- commands its fair share of fans rightfully. But
durians whipped up in a dish is unheard of till now.
Host Jing Lun is about to be let in on a top-secret — a
culinary gem counting the nation’s head of state as one
of its avid fans.

EPISODE 3

Sighting the first clue in the form of a discreet
swimming pool signage, Jing Lun instructs his driver to
turn off the main road. Henceforth, its mud track, dirt
road and Jing Lun journeying in pitch darkness, deep
into private plantation grounds. What delicious grub is
Jing Lun hoping to fish out?

EPISODE 4

No travel guide, no online research, no food blogger
posts. Relying solely on the word-of-mouth by the
locals, Joanna ventures to Bangkok and tracks down the
city’s best loved Teochew braised duck. The race
against time begins as the restaurant is only opened for
3 hours a day!

EPISODE 5

Amidst the culture and ruins in the ancient city of
Ayutthaya, Joanna unveils a gastronomic experience fit
for a king! The wait is up as she finally gains access to
the elusive private diner serving traditional Thai feast
that requires reservation to be made at least 18 months
in advance.

EPISODE 6

Egg Noodles (Yi Mian) may be consumed as a typical
meal in Taiwan, but make no mistake for these are no
ordinary noodles. Zi Yi traverses Tainan, the oldest
city on the island of Taiwan, to trace authentic local
Egg Noodles cuisines and uncovers a moving tale and
the history behind this iconic staple food.

EPISODE 7

Beef Soup and Savoury Rice Pudding may be the
breakfast of choice for many Tainan people, and their
favourite joint to savour these delectable foods may be
one of their best-kept secrets. Zi Yi navigates the
less-travelled paths in Tainan to discover hidden gems
that are the pride of the locals!

EPISODE 8

They have swapped their well-pressed suits for kitchen
aprons to become proud makers of the popular Teochew
snack, Soon Kueh. Michelle Chia sets out to the
unassuming nooks and corners of Singapore in search
of these traditional goodies that are making their mark
on the island’s gastronomic map!

EPISODE 9

Great dining experience is not exclusive to fine dining
restaurants. Local foodie, Michelle Chia is delightedly
surprised to find a private chef developing unique
menus and serving up exquisite eight-course meal to
guests right in his home, amidst the quiet heartlands
of Singapore.

EPISODE 10

The restaurant may be founded by Kim Leng, but it has
been the daughters-in-law in the family that have
helmed the reins in the kitchen. Jing Lun finds his way
around suburban Ho Chi Minh, to meet the female chef
that is carrying on the proud tradition of Hue cuisine
in this family restaurant.

EPISODE 11

The search for the best pho in Hanoi sees Jing Lun
chasing down the city’s many labyrinthine alleyways,
nondescript ones included, and up a winding stairwell
to finally land himself in “hot soup” for a taste of
Hanoi’s soul food. For a cuppa, Jing Lun seeks out the
egg coffee, Hanoi’s beverage of choice.

EPISODE 12

Joanna seeks out a concept café set unexpectedly in a
Confucius temple and a home bakery that have amassed
fans with their masterful sweet offerings. These
dessert makers are pushing the palate frontiers of
Kaohsiung city with their big dreams and creations
hitting just the perfect note of sweetness.

EPISODE 13

In this final episode of the series, Joanna returns home
and shares her pocket list of Hole in The Wall gems.
Tucked away in back alleys amidst the bustling CBD
area, these culinary joints offer city slickers a retreat
away from the day’s humdrum with their carefully
curated concepts and menus.
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