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In the debate about migration and flight, people usually talk about the 
abstract term “the refugees.” There are many understandable fears, but 
sadly also many prejudices about refugees. This doesn’t address the 
individuality of the single person, their characters or stories, strengths 
or weaknesses, or their dreams or nightmares.

We believe that a peaceful coexistence of people of different religions, 
cultures, and societies can only work if everybody communicates with 
one another.

In order for that to be possible, people have to open up to each other, 
talk about themselves, but also learn to listen to and empathize with 
others in an attempt to better understand and comprehend different 
perspectives. 

In my personal experience, I’ve learned that even people from the farthest 
parts of the world are essentially the same as my closest neighbors. 
Everywhere in the world people love their children, their parents, their 
siblings. Everywhere, people want their families to feel safe and warm 
and fed. Everywhere, you can find compassion and benevolence, as you 
will also be confronted with greed and violence. People are different, 
but also inherently the same, regardless if they are located in Aleppo, 
Bagdad, Berlin, Washington, D.C., or anywhere in between.

They Have Names is a photographic project of children who have 
found refuge at the Malteser emergency camp called ICC (former 
International Congress Center) in Berlin, Germany. Through photo and 
narrative introductions, we hope to help reduce the fear of the “other” 
and demonstrate that people coming from an Islamic culture and other 
parts of the world are not a threat to values of humanism and moral 
behavior.

At the core of who and what we are, all humans are basically the same. 
And together, we can work through our differences, benefitting from 
what the “other” brings to the table and finding a path to a peaceful 
and mutually beneficial life coexisting as part of one and the same 
human race.
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Ruqaya

Princess, fighter, clown, and tornado, all wrapped up in one little body.

Wherever she goes, the first thing she reaches for is pen and paper and she 
begins drawing. She shows talent. And she loves her costume jewelry. 

On the way to the playground, she always tries to convince someone to carry 
her. And when you tell her that you can’t because there are too many kids 
who would all want to be carried, she pretends to burst into tears behind her 
hands. But after five seconds, she realizes how silly that is and bursts into 
laughter instead.

She is smart and beautiful, she can assert herself fiercely, but she can also 
love deeply.

And her empathy is inspiring.
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Hajar 

Hajar is very strong. She fights, she plays, she laughs, she cries.

She is impulsive, intense, and often impatient. She wants 100% and she gives 
100%. No matter if it’s about love and affection or about anger and aggression. 
She has had to carry great responsibilities on her young shoulders, as she 
made it here alone with her invalid father. Everything she does seems to have 
a deeper layer. It’s as if an old soul has found safe haven in her young body. 

Some days she’s like a usual teenager, but somehow unusually fascinating.

And, she loves to inline skate, especially where its forbidden.
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Sharam
 
Sharam can be a little rascal, but a funny one. 

When I first met him over a year ago, he often tried to finagle his way into an 
extra piece of chocolate or to the front of a line. Sometimes he irritated the 
other kids just to see if he could get away with it. In these efforts, he often 
demonstrated his creativity and penchant for acting. 

Over the past year, he has grown tremendously. When he first arrived in Berlin 
with his parents and five siblings, he often showed his kindness and affection, 
sharing toys when he noticed that he could make another kid happy. But since 
then, he has also learned that he does not have to be sneaky, that he is loved 
and protected and an integral part of our community of kids at the ICC refugee 
camp. Of course, he still bugs his siblings and other kids now and then. 

But now I almost always experience Sharam as a happy, friendly kid with a big 
heart and huge curiosity about life and everything around him.
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Elham

Elham carries the sadness of the world in her eyes some days. But at other 
times, she can also laugh and have fun like any other kid. 

When Elham’s sadness and her smile meet, something fascinating happens.

Without reason, in that moment, I feel hope.
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Darin

Darin is a very well-mannered, tender, and fun girl.

When I goof around she doesn’t laugh out loud, but giggles, hiding her mouth 
behind her hand. That looks sweet, but is a shame, since she has such a 
beautiful smile.

She reads a lot, studies, and does her homework.

In the weekly dance lessons with the project “Tanz ist Klasse” provided by two 
volunteers from the Berlin State Ballet, she usually is shy, but enjoys the fun, 
dancing and giggling with her friends.

She recently moved out of ICC into her own apartment with her older brother 
Abdulmalek, her mother, and her cousin. 
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Abdulmalik 

Abbet, as his friends call him, is just starting to become a little wild and a bit 
of a heart-breaker. He is fifteen and his head is often filled with nonsense. 
Sometimes he goes too far. But when confronted with his actions, he is quick to 
see where he made a mistake, shows remorse, and learns from the experience. 
 
“I know I look a lot older, but I am fifteen, although in my head I sometimes 
feel even younger.”
 
When I told him that I’m an atheist, he and his friend Mohammed were stunned, 
startled, and, most touchingly, compassionate. He explained to me how much 
good, how much compassion and humanity he gained through his belief in 
God, and he proceeded to read to me from the Qur’an.
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Setareh and Setajesh

It’s often hard to tell them apart when running around at the park.

They, like their brother Sharam and sister Parisa, started out as little rascals, 
always a bit rough and tough, but during the year living in the camp, they 
too have grown. Being in a place with lots of people who respect and love 
them, they sometimes now seem almost love drunk. They hug and kiss the 
caretakers in the camp as intensely as they used to fight just a few months ago.

And like all their siblings, they all are incredibly protective of their littlest sister, 
crazy little Mitra, who gets along just fine on her own.
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Sarina

Sarina is simply adorable.

Always curious, always humming a melody, always running circles around the 
bigger kids.

In the play room she prefers to play with the dinosaurs over the dolls.

When one of the bigger boys fell and hurt his knee, she patted him on the 
head and said something I couldn’t understand. But her face and posture were 
so confident that I am sure she was saying: Don’t worry, it’ll go away. 

He and I couldn’t help but laugh. 
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Hanna 

Hanna is a force of nature. Everything she does is with maximum energy. 

She runs faster than the others, jumps higher, screams louder, and even hits 
harder. She also hugs more tightly, and, I believe, loves more deeply, too. 
Hanna is bright, rebellious, fierce, and can assert herself effectively.

She can also be quite elegant, when she wants. She has a big heart, a very 
strong sense of justice, and an enormous protective instinct vis-á-vis her 
siblings. And even though she likes to test her limits, especially with the 
adults, she always knows instinctively when enough is enough. 
I believe her father is quite proud of her.

And rightly so.
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Fayik

Fayik is a super cool dude!

When we were out drinking hot chocolate with some kids, he accidentally 
dropped his cup and got all his clothes wet. The situation was too much 
for him to handle, and he reacted by falling asleep instantaneously. What a 
remarkable skill.

But also apart from that funny situation, Fayik is simply a fun guy. The moment 
he hears music, he starts swinging his hips like the King of Rock`n Roll has 
returned.
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Mitra

Mitra is one of the sweetest kids I’ve ever met. She looks incredibly funny when 
she runs around on her short legs, or when she tries to get her short arms 
around her big head and clasp her hands together. Mitra is an entertainer. 
She’s always up to something silly, trying to make you laugh.

A few weeks ago, she started to repeat single German words that she picks up.
Totally without context, she babbles things like “cupboard,” “forward,” and 
“please.” That is quite funny, but also astounding, as her pronunciation is so 
perfect.

Also beautiful is the moment on every excursion when she falls asleep almost 
in an instant.  Less beautiful is the slobber on your shoulder after carrying her 
home.
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Zahraa

Zahraa often joins in for the kickboxing sessions. However, she is less 
interested in kickboxing than showing off how many push-ups she can do.

She is both strong and smart, often spending hours lost in her math homework 
she now gets as a new student in a German school, where with her exuberant 
and unbelievably positive personality she is making friends, while unfortunately 
still having to deal with a few bullies at recess.

A conversation with me in the kids’ room at ICC: 

“Barbie baked you a cake. Here. Eat it!”
“But I don‘t like cake.”
“It doesn‘t matter. When Barbie bakes cake, you eat it!“

She is not always so tough. Sometimes she draws butterflies.
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Melika

“I want to go to school and learn German,” Melika told me a few months ago 
in  very good German.

“I go to a German course, but I want to go to school. Nearby there is a place 
where I can go skate boarding, and I like to do that very much. But mostly, 
I wish for a spot in a school. I want to learn and be able to speak German 
fluently.” 

Like so many girls from Afghanistan she brings a very special kind of strength 
with her.  Imagine what such a smart and willing kid could achieve, when given 
the opportunity!

Since this conversation, Melika, now a 7th grader, received a spot in a Welcome 
Class for refugees at a Berlin school. She continues to explode into puberty, 
racing forward with her own thoughts and ideas, and not even a broken arm 
can slow down her passion for skateboarding. 
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Hamed

“Hello, my name is Hamed, I am fourteen, and I am from Afghanistan,” Hamed 
starts to tell me in fine German.

“I have been going to school here for six months now. I’m in a Welcome Class, 
but I started to learn German before that by having discussions and making 
jokes with the security guards at the camp. When I’m not at school, I try to 
earn some money, for example, by collecting returnable bottles.

“There are some people here in the camp that only sleep and eat and think 
that’s ok. Just sleeping, eating and collecting money from the state. But that’s 
not ok. We have to think and learn the language. When we were living in Iran 
for five years, I worked, I baked bread.

“I would like to become a politician here in Germany. If they send me back to 
Afghanistan, I’ll become a politician there. I want to get all countries of the 
world to live in peace.”

“What would you say to your fellow refugees?” I ask him.

“Nothing comes from nothing. We have to learn, to train. When people ask me 
how I achieved this or that, I tell them I learned and trained. Nothing comes 
from nothing.”



3736

Fatima

Fatima is the big sister in the family. And you can tell..

She feels responsible for everything. Breaking up fights between the younger  
five siblings, but defending them against any other kid, no matter how big and 
strong, or making sure the translator gets it right, when someone talks about 
important stuff with her parents.

But she’s also a kid. She really doesn’t want people to see her that way, but 
sometimes she can’t help it and joins in the fun on the playground.
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Parisa

Parisa is part rascal, part elegant little lady, and part deeply loving girl with a 
giant heart.

She used to be mostly wild and sometimes even mean.

But like her five siblings, she has made a remarkable transformation over the 
course of over a year in the camp in Berlin.

Like her brother Sharam, she seems to have realized that people here really 
love her and care about her and that she’ll be fine no matter what.

So she let go of all the fighting and being tough and started not only being 
nice to people, but even helping others and doing favors without expecting 
anything in return.
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Alma 

Alma’s loves exercising her newly learned ability to say “no.” No to eating 
properly. No to getting dressed. No to going to sleep. No to everything. 

Except chocolate. She simply forgets how to say “no” then.

Alma is pretty strong-willed. Even the bigger kids know not to steal her shovel 
at the playground. However, when her little brother, who was born at the camp 
a little over a year ago, is nearby, she shows her softer side, and when you 
read her a story, you can almost see how the images are forming in her mind.  

And she gives about the best hugs ever. 
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Lulu

Lulu is a whirlwind. Fearless and out of control, she spins and runs around like 
crazy. In having fun, she is unconditional.

One brief conversation with Lulu:

“Do you like dancing?“
“Yes.”
“Do you like chocolate?”
“Yes.”
“Do you like salad?“
“No.”

Well, always good to know what you like.

“Where is my chocolate!?”

 



4544

lnaz 

Inaz is a fighter, a rebel, a rock ’n roller through and through. She often gives 
people, adults and kids alike, a hard time.

But knowing even a few of the terrible things she’s had to witness and 
experience, I am amazed every minute she’s standing tall, keeping her head up.

I grew up as a fighter, too, and some days I decided to take her on. Some days 
it seemed like I was always yelling at her or fighting with her. She hated me 
for that. The only words she had for me for a long time where: “You no good!“

Then one day, as I was watching the kids in the hall, I felt someone hugging me 
from behind. I looked around and there was Inaz. Closed eyes, just squeezing 
me for a second or two and then running off to go play.

I’ll never forget that moment. And that’s not just a phrase. I will literally never 
forget that moment.
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Adiesa 

Adiesa is such a kind and thoughtful girl. She is modest and cares for others, 
she is excited about life, and she is so darn smart.

Adiesa isn’t afraid to dream big (like her wish to become an astronaut). And 
she isn’t afraid to fight back when someone treats her badly. She has learned 
German in half a year and now also is learning English and Spanish at school. 
Coming from a country where women weren’t even allowed to leave the house 
without a man or to talk to a man in the street just a few years ago, she now 
is a proud and independent young lady.

OK, so she is also a teenager and sometimes goes on the defensive when it 
is not necessary, fighting unnecessary battles (often with her slightly older 
brother, who acts as the man of the house). But still her love for her family is 
so deep and intense, sometimes she spontaneously breaks out in tears. 

I do so much hope that she will be allowed to stay in Germany and have the 
opportunity to become the proud and independent woman she is destined to be.
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Suzann 

“Hello, my name is Suzann, I am from Iran.  I want to learn German and English,”
Suzann says exuberantly and in lovely German.

“But you already speak German.”

“Yes, but I want to get better at it. I went to school for four months, but now 
I have to wait for another free space in a school. I like playing basketball and 
skateboarding with my friends and I love to watch movies.”
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Shahed 

Me, the first day we met: “What’s your name?” 
Silence 
Me: “What is your name?” 
Silence 
Me: “Enti shu ismek?” (“What is your name” in Arabic)
Another kid offers: “Her name is Shahed.”
Shahed: “No.”
Me: “No? Then what is your name?”
Silence
The other kid again: “Yes, her name is Shahed.
Shahed: “No.” 
Her mother steps in: “Her name is Shahed.”
Shahed, laughing proudly: “Yes!”

Good thing we got that settled!
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Majet 

His friends call him Hamudi, and he is a heartbreaker-to-be, a rascal, a clown, 
and deep down a very warm-hearted boy.

Even when he is driving you mad or making you laugh, you always get a feeling 
that behind his eyes something more, much deeper is going on.

He told me: “Earlier we stayed in a giant hall at the fair grounds, then we 
moved to the former congress center, ICC. I had a lot of friends there. They 
were crazy. But they were my friends.

“Now we live in another camp. But I don’t want to live in a camp. I want us to 
have our own home again. My mom will have another baby and I will be a big 
brother again. I’m already a big brother, to Fayik, but then I’ll be a big brother 
twice. That makes me even bigger.

“But we need to have a home. The new baby can’t live here; it’s going to be 
just a baby.“

The new baby arrived recently, and luckily the growing family finally found an 
apartment of their own.
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Zainab

“You learned to speak German very quickly.”
“Of course, I’m not stupid.” 

True. She’s actually quite smart.

Zainab is the oldest of four siblings, which is noticeable. 

She is quiet, self-confident, and sensible. She usually demonstrates a strong 
sense of responsibility. Even when she messing around and acting wild, she 
appears to still have things under control, taking only calculated risks.

It goes without saying that she is doing well at school and is popular with the 
other kids and her teachers. Zainab has all the qualities that make her a good 
friend. 

More than anything at the moment, she is eagerly looking forward to a school  
trip to the beach with her class in the summer. 
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Mohib 

Mohib is funny, friendly, intelligent, courageous, and sometimes too 
courageous.  

Mohib always knew how to fill a room with life and laughs. He learned German 
faster than I ever thought possible. He loves playing soccer and hopes to some 
day become a famous player. 

During one of our last conversations before he and his older brother returned 
to Iraq, he told me:
 
“If you write about me on Facebook, be sure to say that I play soccer really 
well. Like Ronaldo! And that I am good at school.”

“Are you good at school?”

“No, but please write it anyway!”
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Aya 

After I called her a princess:

“I am NOT a princess. A princess wears a crown.
Do you see a crown? No.
Now carry me, I am tired.“

Such a princess.

Aya is so bright, curious, and full of life. If she doesn’t have any homework, 
she makes some up. She loves school...of course, she is still only in first grade. 
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Maryam 

Maryam is a very shy, timid girl. When the others are running through the 
halls, she often sits along the side watching. 

On Wednesdays, when a local artist comes to do art with the kids, Maryam 
enjoys painting (and having a private paint box that the little kids can’t muck 
up into a single brown mess) and being painted. 

Even though she is shy, it is easy to make her smile. Just being a little silly is 
enough to elicit a laugh. And when she starts giggling, it is so lovely it is like 
the sun starts shining.
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Shaymah

The inventor of the photobomb.

Wherever, whenever I took out my camera, Shaymah was there, striking a 
pose, putting on a big smile, or holding up two fingers forming a peace sign.

She’s creative and inventive, but also very quick in judging and punishing 
suspected misdeeds against her.

So, one can have lots of fun with her, as long as one is careful enough not to 
cross her or her little brother.
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Qasim

Qasim is cool and a bit crazy (one of the English words he picked up along his 
journey). His playground is everywhere, his toys are whatever crosses his path. 

He is the king of his own small world. He is brave. And he is smart. When 
something new shows up, he carefully observes how the other kids react to it. 
And when the coast is clear, he jumps in with both feet, a whoop and a hollar, 
and finds himself in the midst of the excitement.

Clever little boy. 



THEY HAVE NAMES
Portraits of the New Kids in Berlin

THEY HAVE NAMES is the title of a photo exhibition and a social media campaign started 
by Daniel Sonnentag together with two other regular volunteers at the Malteser emergency 
refugee center located the a once-condemned International Congress Center (ICC) in the 
heart of Berlin, Germany. Sonnentag met Penny and Saede Eifrig, a German-American 
mother-daughter team, when they all began volunteering at the height of the refugee crisis 
in the winter of 2015-2016.  

We decided to share photos and stories of our friends at ICC to provide some  names to the 
numbers, to show that these kids, despite having fled war and oppression, have the same 
basic interests and needs as kids do all over the world: a desire to play, learn, love, and have 
a safe place to live and thrive.

Together, we have gotten to know some of the most remarkable, lovable, fun, happy, some-
times annoying and frustrating, but all-in-all wonderful kids and families from Iraq, Syria, 
Afghanistan, Iran, and beyond, and hope that via social media we are able to share some of 
their experiences with others and thus open the door for empathy toward those who may 
seem different at first glance. 

You can meet our friends, some of whom have returned to their homelands, others who 
have received asylum, some still waiting anxiously for permission to remain in Germany 
or to retrieve family members still stuck in areas of conflict, some now living in their own 
apartments, and many still living in tough conditions with over 500 others in communal 
space at ICC and other camps.

Contributions to THEY HAVE NAMES, also made through the purchase of this catalogue, 
help fulfil ongoing needs at the camp and help us to share our awareness campaign. 

Thank you for helping us be part of a more welcoming and empathetic society,

Daniel Sonnentag, Penny Eifrig, Saede Eifrig

www.theyhavenamesberlin.org

Exhibition at Gallery Al-Quds
Gallery Al-Quds, in cooperation with the Goethe-Institut 

and the Middle East Institute’s Arts and Culture Program, presents,

An Arts Program on the Human Impact of the Syrian Conflict

Berlin-based photographers Daniel Sonnentag and Kai Wiedenhöfer portray the human 
impact of the Syrian conflict. Their works, which approach the subject from different points 
of view, are being exhibited at Gallery Al-Quds and the Goethe-Institut as a way to highlight 
this urgent humanitarian crisis. Images from both artists will be exhibited at Gallery Al-
Quds and the Goethe-Institut.

Daniel Sonnentag, THEY HAVE NAMES
(Portraits of the New Kids in Berlin)

Exhibition dates: April 21-May 31, 2017
2425 Virginia Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20037

www.thejerusalemfund.org/gallery
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Sonnentag was born in West Berlin in 1982. He grew up in one of Berlin’s 
neighborhoods with the highest population of migrants, mostly from 
Turkey and several Arab countries.  At age 17, he began working as a photo 
assistant, and then briefly attended the photography school “Fotografie 
am Schiffbauer Damm.”  

His career as a photographer and videographer began in 2007, primarily 
shooting commercials for big brand companies, as well as actor portraits. 

In 2015, Sonnentag began volunteering at the ICC Berlin refugee camp, 
where he first met the subjects of his recent photography. Since his 
initial encounters with the children there, he has become a regular force 
in the camp, accompanying the kids on excursions, teaching kickboxing, 
and providing a strong “fatherly” figure for many. These experiences 
influenced his decision to focus his photographic work on the social issues 
of integration of immigrants and the communication between people of 
different cultural and religious backgrounds. 
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