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Farmer Pete was fed up!  
Every year when the corn grew high, 

the crows would fly right into his cornfield 
and eat all of his corn.

“That’s it!” he said in a grumpy voice.  
“I’m sorry Little Scarecrow, 

but you just aren’t scary enough.”

“Just give me three days,” 
Little Scarecrow begged.  

“I know I can get rid of those crows by then.”

“Well, alright,” agreed Farmer Pete.  
“I will give you three days to get rid 

of those crows, and then I don’t know 
what I am going to do.” 
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Little Scarecrow didn’t have much time.  

The next day, while he was thinking about 
what he should do, Mrs.  Cow walked by.

“Good Morning, Little Scarecrow.  How are you 
on such a fine day?” Mrs. Cow asked.

“Not so good,” Little Scarecrow complained. 
 “I have a big problem.”

“What’s the problem?” she asked. 

“Farmer Pete is not very happy with me.  I 
don’t know how to scare the crows out of his 
cornfield,” explained Little Scarecrow.

“Well, that’s easy.  Everyone knows that you 
have to moo to scare crows,” said Mrs. Cow.

“Really, that’s all there is to it?” 
asked Little Scarecrow.

“That’s it,” reassured Mrs. Cow 
as she walked away.

7



9

A little bit later, a big crow landed right on 
the corn beside Little Scarecrow.  The crow 
started eating up Farmer Pete’s corn.  Little 

Scarecrow started mooing as hard as he could.

“MOOOO”, said Little Scarecrow in his 
loudest voice.  “I said ‘Moooo,’ you pesky crow.”

Crow started laughing so hard, he fell 
on the ground and almost choked 

on the corn he was eating.  

 “Are you sure you’re a scarecrow?” 
asked Crow.  “I think you might be a cow.  

Whatever you are, you sure are funny.”  

Crow just kept right on eating the corn.
Little Scarecrow was so mad, 

he didn’t know what to do.  

After a while, Crow flew off.
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The second day, Little Scarecrow went to 
visit Mr. Pig to see if he had any ideas on how 
to scare away the crows.

“Just snort like a Pig.  
That is sure to scare away any old crow,”
 said Mr. Pig.  “As soon as you hear them 
coming, start snorting.”

“I’m heading back to the cornfield 
right now to give it a try,” 
Little Scarecrow said.
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After he got back to the cornfield, 
he climbed up on his tree.  

It was too late, Crow was already there. 
This time he brought all his friends along and 

they were having a barbecue. 

“SNORT, SNORT,” went Little Scarecrow 
very loudly.  “Snort, Snort.”

They just kept right on eating and eating and 
totally ignored Little Scarecrow.

“I said, ‘Snort Snort’! 
Can’t you hear me?” he yelled.

 Crow looked up at Little Scarecrow with a 
mouth full of corn and said boldly, 

“Don’t you know it is impolite to snort
 when crows are eating.”

 He couldn’t believe it!   Little Scarecrow 
was worried.  He only had one more day 

to prove to Farmer Pete that he could 
keep the crows out of his cornfield.
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The third morning after the sun came up,
Little Scarecrow decided to find Farmer Pete’s 
Farm Dog and ask him what to do.

“Good morning, Little Scarecrow,” said 
Farm Dog.  “You look worried. What’s the 
problem?”

“I need to show Farmer Pete that I can keep 
the crows out of his cornfield,” 
cried Little Scarecrow.

“When I bark, I can scare away anything,” 
said Farm Dog.  “Give it a try.  The next time 
those crows try to eat the corn, bark like a dog.” 

“I’ll do it,” said Little Scarecrow.  “But if this 
doesn’t work, I might as well give up.”
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Little Scarecrow went back to the cornfield 
and waited patiently for Crow and his 

friends to come back.  After a few hours, 
he looked up and there they were, 

ready to swoop in and eat the corn.

“RUFF, RUFF,” barked Little Scarecrow.  
“Ruff, Ruff.”

Crow flew over and landed right on 
Little Scarecrow’s head. His friends 
were getting ready to party again. 

“You sure know how to make me laugh,” said 
Crow.  “If I didn’t know better, I would think 
you were a clown instead of a scarecrow.”
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Little Scarecrow got so mad, 

he jumped down to the ground, 

and began stomping his feet.   

His face turned red, 

and he started to scream 

very loudly. 
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“What’s the matter Little Scarecrow?” 
asked Crow.  “Why are you so mad?”

“Because Farmer Pete is going to be 
disappointed if I can’t stop you crows 

from eating his corn,” he cried.

“Oh my, is that why you have been 
acting so strangely?” asked Crow.

“I was trying to scare you out of here,” 
yelled Little Scarecrow. 

And, the tears began to fall from his eyes. 
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“Little Scarecrow, all you had to do 
was ask us to leave.  We didn’t know it was 
that important to you.  Come on guys. 
Little Scarecrow needs us to get out of this 
cornfield and never eat this corn again,” 
Crow told his friends.

Then all at once, every single crow stopped 
eating the corn and flew out of the cornfield.

“Thank you,” said Little Scarecrow to Crow.  
“I feel so much better.”

“No problem,” said Crow calmly. 
 “Next time, use your words and  
simply say what you want.”
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Later that day Farmer Pete 
returned to his cornfield. 

He was very happy to see the crows were no 
longer eating his corn.

“Good job, Little Scarecrow,” he said.  
“I think we should celebrate and 

take the rest of the day off.”

They all agreed and went 
out together for a nice walk.
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THE END

colored by:_______________



Items Needed for a MIlk Carton Feeder:
Half gallon milk carton

Pencil, Paint to Decorate

Craft knife or scissors

2 craft sticks or twigs for perch

Bird seed

Hole punch 

String of twine for hanging

1. Draw the shape of an opening on the front of the milk 

carton.  Allow children to paint carton with paint and decorate.

 2. Cut out the opening with scissors large enough for a bird to 

get into.

 3. Use a hole punch and make two holes in bottom front of 

carton; one should be in the front and one in the back.  

 4. Insert twig into front hole and run through the back hole.  

This will stabilize the perch.

 5. Punch hole in top of carton and run string or twine through 

for hanging.

 6. Fill bottom of carton with bird seed.

 7. Have fun watching the birds eat.

           Signed:   

               Farmer Pete

Going Green with Farmer Pete

The Importance of Winter Bird Feeding

Most birds are warm blooded. This means that they are designed to 

withstand changing temperatures by adjusting their body heat.  How 

well a bird is able to maintain its body temperature depends on how 

much heat the bird can produce.  Therefore, a bird’s winter survival 

is dependent on how much food it can eat daily.  Unfortunately, food 

can be scarce in the winter.

A fun project parents can do with their children is to make a homemade 

bird feeder.  A discarded milk carton works great for a bird feeder.  

Here are easy instructions on how to construct a milk carton feeder.
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