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“Public squares or “Diamonds” were common in many early American towns, 
intended as ‘practical provisions for the overnight parking of  coaches, wagons 
and horses rather than for beautification…(and as) social centers for towns.” 

     Architectural Heritage of  Western Pennsylvania, Charles Stotz

Image 1: The Diamond, Boalsburg, PA
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Lot 23

With twenty-two-inch-thick stone walls, the Boalsburg Tavern was 
built by Colonel James Johnston to last…and it did. Two hundred years 
later, thanks in large part to Mrs. Roanna Winsor, the Boalsburg Tavern 
is still standing strong.

In 1819, when Col. Johnston built the tavern, Boalsburg was just 
adapting to its new name having previously been known as Springfield. 
Andrew Stroup had laid out the little village in 1810 and had surveyed 
and divided it into sixty lots, selling for eleven dollars each. By 1818 when 
Johnston purchased Lot 23 and Lot 26, the price had increased to one 
hundred dollars per lot. Both lots that he purchased were located on the 
northeast corner of  the town square, referred to locally as “the Diamond.”

It was on Lot 23 that the gorgeous stone building was built. Using 
locally quarried and cut limestone, the construction probably took 
nearly two years to complete, according to local early architecture expert, 
Richard Pencek. The extremely heavy cut stones would be lifted into 
place by a pulley system. Two horses would lift the stone fastened to the 
pulley and then two men on ladders would need to swing the stone into 
place. It was dangerous work often resulting in injury or even death. 
The tavern was built as a two and a half  story Georgian center hall 
building with many additions added in the years following. Of  the seven 
bays on the front facade, only the five situated on the west side were 

Image 2: Early photo
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part of  Johnston’s original design. The front door is original, including 
its hardware of  two interior strap hinges and a box lock. Johnston 
crowned all the windows on the front of  the building with limestone 
keystones bordered by small red sandstone. There was obvious care and 
forethought put into the design of  the building, and, when finished, it 
was a beautiful addition to the little village of  Boalsburg.. 

Even a discerning eye cannot notice that the east side of  the front 
façade (two bays) was added after the Boalsburg Tavern was operating. 
This stone structure was built against the tavern with no interior 
doors accessing the tavern. Its front door (now hidden by an enclosed 
breezeway) has similar hardware to the main front door although 
of  a later era. Much care was taken when building this section, even 
moving the corner stones to the end of  the building. This large addition 
is thought to have been built to house the innkeeper and his family. 
With the absence of  interior doors to the tavern, the innkeeper would 
have privacy but also be close by. This addition is also thought to have 
occurred during Johnston’s ownership of  the tavern, possibly when his 
son, George, was running the business for him. Because of  the rubble 
stone wall in this portion, Richard Pencek believes that this side of  the 
original tavern was used in 1819 as a stagecoach “car port,” probably 
covered with some sort of  roof. This would explain why Johnston 
didn’t use pretty cut and dressed stones for this side of  his structure. 
(currently the stone wall in the bar).

James Johnston was very wise when he chose to build his Boalsburg 
Tavern on Lot 23 in the village of  Boalsburg in 1819. Pitt Street, running 
in front of  the tavern, was on the main stage route from points east 

Image 3: Original 1819 shutters

Image 4: Second floor banquet room

When one entered through the front door into the center hall, the 
staircase to the second floor could be seen ahead. To the left was the 
“big room” with a large centrally located fireplace. This room was the 
taproom in 1819. To the right of  the center hall, is another building-
length room with two fireplaces. Later, this room would have a wooden 
folding wall to divide it in half. It is not known if  the room was originally 
divided or not. The room that was probably the first addition to the 
original structure is the rear room (now known as the Pine Room). This 
room also includes a beautiful fireplace and was probably used as an 
early kitchen. This very early addition is believed to have been added by 
James Johnston. The second story was used for sleeping rooms and a 
large ballroom where dances were held. After dances, a divider was put 
in place to separate the sleeping areas for men and women.
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to Pittsburgh. The building was also just a short walk from the other 
major stage route of  the day, the coach road from Lewisburg to Spruce 
Creek. Taking advantage not only of  the bustling travel routes but also 
aware that the growing village needed a place for information and news 
to be shared, Johnston enjoyed the fruits of  his labor for almost forty 
years of  ownership. He was a proud businessman and included his wife, 
Hannah B. on the inscribed date stone. Today you can still look high on 
the front façade and see the engraving.

Image 5: Original date stone
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 Uncomfortable Ride and Accommodations

Riding a stage coach through Central Pennsylvania at the beginning 
of  the nineteenth century was not for the faint of  heart. Most of  the stage 
coaches that travelled the two main routes through Boalsburg were of  
two main types. Partially open-sided and wagon-like, one style of  coach 
had four bench seats and if  one was lucky, a canvas roof  top. Some also 
had canvas side curtains. Many times, the rooftop was nonexistent, and 
passengers were exposed to the elements for the entire trip. The only 
way to enter the stage was at the front where two passengers would sit 
on the first bench with the driver. Others who rode had to crawl over 
each bench to get to an open seat. For the last bench, both women and 
men would have to straddle and cross three benches of  people to get 
to their seat. However, the last bench did provide one perk because 
the end of  the wagon could be used as a back rest. Passengers brought 
one piece of  luggage that had to be kept beneath their feet making an 
unpleasant journey all the more uncomfortable. This type of  coach was 
generally used for shorter journeys. For longer rides, the stage coach 
was an enclosed carriage sometimes with the entrance on the roof  of  
the coach like a trap door. A stage coach of  this style is the one that 
comes more readily to mind when thinking of  stage travel. This type of  
coach only held four to six passengers. Travelling by this type of  vehicle 
was considered luxurious travel and only those of  means travelled long 
distances by stage coach.Image 6: Stagecoach coming down Boalsburg Pike
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The first stagecoach road into Centre County wound its way on 
Haines Road from Lewisburg through Aaronsburg, Earlystown, and 
on to Boalsburg, following the approximate route of  today’s Route 45. 
From there, most of  the coaches travelled on to Pine Grove Mills and 
then picked up routes to Pittsburgh. The most terrifying and rugged 
route that travelled to Boalsburg, however, was up and over seven 
mountains from Lewistown. This route is now the approximate route 
of  322. It is hard to even imagine what that trip would have been like, 
with deep ruts carved into the road, steep drop-offs, not to mention 
the all-too-numerous thieves that stalked the route. Stages generally 
travelled about 25 miles a day. Every 13 miles, there would be a tavern 
where the horses could be unhitched and switched with fresh ones. The 
coach roads were hard on horses as well, with steep climbs, deep mud 
and snow, and very uneven surfaces. Logs would be hollowed out along 
the main routes to catch rain water that could be used for the horses 
to get a drink along the way. When James Johnston built the Boalsburg 
Tavern, he also built a large barn directly behind it. This barn could 
board up to 30 horses because, in addition to the stage coaches, other 
travelers arrived at the tavern by horse and by wagon.  

Seasons of  rainy and snowy weather made the roads through 
Central Pennsylvania extremely treacherous. Myrtle Magargle, writing 
her history of  Boalsburg, tells the tale of  one stage coach getting stuck 
in the snow a few miles outside of  Boalsburg. It was not dug out until 
early spring. Many times, stages would completely overturn on the 
deeply rutted roads. Trees that were cleared for stage travel had to be 
cut down leaving a minimum of  a two-foot stump. If  any higher, a 
stage coach would get stuck on top of  it, leading the driver to empty his 
passengers because “he was stumped.” Other stages also were a problem 
as each driver tried to out-maneuver a coach in front of  them and reach 
the destination first. There was great rivalry between coach drivers, not 
only for timely arrivals, but also for the “entertainment” provided for 
passengers during the trips. Stagecoach travel was dangerous, but the 
driver would add to the sense of  danger by telling horrifying stories 
(some true, some greatly exaggerated) during the ride. Many involved 

Central Pennsylvania forest creatures (bears, panthers, mountain lions 
and bobcats took on mythical status) and other tales were of  gangs of  
coach robbers hiding around each turn.

 These stage routes were also shared by “drovers” driving groups of  
cattle, geese, chickens and other farm animals to market. Drovers would 
also stop for the night in Boalsburg but wouldn’t have been welcomed at a 
“fine” tavern such as the Boalsburg Tavern. These poor souls would either 
sleep in a farmer’s field while trying to keep their livestock together or they 
could stay at the lowly Wolfe Tavern that was further up Pitt Street. The 
“teamsters” driving the coaches were also not to be guests at the Boalsburg 
Tavern. The stagecoach travelers thought themselves of  a higher class than 
the driver that managed to get them to their destination in one piece. The 
teamsters were welcome at a third and the oldest tavern in Boalsburg, the 
David Boal Tavern. It was located at the eastern edge of  Pitt Street. 

The stage coach travelers were referred to as the “gentry”. And it 
was these folks who were welcomed at the Boalsburg Tavern. These 
men and women could afford coach travel, and many were businessmen 
checking on their investments across the state. This class of  traveler 
would expect immediate help with their luggage upon arrival. To 
encourage this, money was often given to helpers “to insure (sic) 
promptness” resulting in our use today of  the word “tip”. Upstairs in 

Image 7: Central Pennsylvania Stagecoach 
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the divided room, those sleeping in the beds would lay side by side 
across the bed so more travelers could be accommodated. Strangers 
slept side by side. Patrons in taverns and inns along the stagecoach 
routes would sleep fully clothed including their shoes and boots! 

The owner of  the Boalsburg Tavern would listen for the stage 
coach horn to sound as it approached Boalsburg. The number of  
horn blasts would tell how many guests there would be for lodging 
and dinner. A hearty meal would be served at the Boalsburg Tavern 
generally consisting of  both meat and fowl with mutton, beef, pork, 
chicken, turkey, grouse, pheasant and other wild game taking its turn 
on the menu. There would have been mock turtle soup, boiled rice, 
macaroni, potatoes, sweet potatoes, and an assortment of  pies. The 
Johnston’s probably hired a cook, but Mrs. Johnston would have 
found herself  in the kitchen from time to time as well. It was a tough 
job with guests arriving by coach and horse and wagon at all times of  
day and night. Dishes had to be constantly washed, meals cooked, pies 
baked, chamber pots emptied, and bedding kept at least somewhat 
clean. A story exists of  one Centre County tavernkeeper’s wife who, 
in the middle of  the night, took an axe and chopped down their tavern 
sign. Quite understandable!

In addition to passengers, the stage coaches brought other very 
significant things to the village of  Boalsburg. The coaches brought 
the mail, newspapers, and the gossip of  the day. The tavern owner 
was not the only one listening for the blasts from the stage coach 
horn. Villagers would hear the horn and run down to the Boalsburg 
Tavern to see if  there was any mail or packages for them. The folks 

Image 8: A re-creation of a tavern dinner setting c. 1819

Image 9: A typical early American tavern place setting

Image 10: Age-appropriate glassware for an 1819 Central PA tavern
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would gather and talk for hours with the passengers learning what 
was transpiring in other parts of  the state and country. In this way, 
the Boalsburg Tavern served the townsfolk as much as it did the 
visitors. It was the communication and social center for Boalsburg 
as were other taverns in other little towns throughout our state. 

 Alcohol and its impact on the Boalsburg Tavern

From 1790 until the early 1830’s, Americans drank more alcohol 
than at any other time in American history. It is estimated that in 1820, 
people drank almost nine gallons of  hard liquor, half  a gallon of  wine, 
and twenty-eight gallons of  beer a year. Residents of  Boalsburg were not 
excluded. Alcoholic beverages were at the time considered very healthy, 
and drinks were consumed even with breakfast (“an eye-opener”), and 
at every meal, and in between all day long. Before we judge, however, we 
must remember that water that was fit to drink was not always available. 
Milk was hard to come by as well. Folks drank small amounts of  alcohol 
throughout the day, but drunkenness was rarely a problem. It would 
soon become one in our new nation. Whiskey was the most popular 
hard drink in Central Pennsylvania starting in the 1800’s, prior to that 
it was rum. A very popular beverage in the early taverns was a drink 
known as “flip.” Flip was a bitter, burnt tasting concoction made by 
pouring a mug two-thirds full of  beer, adding a bit of  rum, molasses, 
sugar and possibly dried pumpkin. A hot poker would be plunged into 
the flip making it sizzle and foam and giving it the burnt taste that was 
sought after. Other hard liquors such as vodka and gin were not found 
in Central PA at the early part of  the nineteenth century. 

The Boalsburg Tavern played a major role in the consumption 
of  alcohol in Boalsburg. As stated previously, it was the community 
gathering space for villagers, and it provided what little entertainment Image 11: The original 1819 cash drawer can be seen below the cabinet
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was available. The tavern likely was the site of  many a card game, 
arguments about politics, religion, and the like. All these activities would 
have seen alcohol as an accompaniment. These gatherings were primarily 
male oriented, but women also took part in the consumption of  drink. 
Dances were held on the second floor of  the Boalsburg Tavern, and 

the ladies attending probably consumed alcohol-laced punch and/or 
wine. There would have either been a small band or a single fiddle player 
at these dances. The festivities were held every week and were either 
square or round dances. The social aspect of  the Boalsburg Tavern 
cannot be overlooked when considering the role that the tavern played 
in the community.

Although the stage coach drivers were not welcome as overnight 
guests at the Boalsburg Tavern, they were more than welcome to drink 
there. As the drivers came through the town regularly, they became 
familiar figures at the Boalsburg Tavern. Downing beverage after 
beverage, they forgot their long day, their distance from their family, 
and possibly the overbearing passengers they had hauled that day.

The Johnstons owned the Boalsburg Tavern until it was sold in 
1865. James Johnston, his sons James and George, and a gentleman 
named James Jack were all innkeepers until the sale. All these gentlemen 
benefitted from Central Pennsylvanians’ love of  whiskey and beer. 
James Jack, who was the innkeeper from 1857 to 1865, sold such large 
quantities of  the drink that he was known by his moniker of  “Whiskey 
Jim”. One can only imagine the political talk in the Big Room (or Tap 
Room) of  the tavern as Whiskey Jim served up alcohol to go hand in 
hand with the talk of  the coming Civil War. The original bar in the long 

Image 12: An example of an early gated bar Image 13: The big room or taproom of original 1819 tavern.
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tap room was in the far-right northern corner of  the room and had a 
drop-down portcullis type gate. The gate would be closed when drink 
wasn’t being served, so patrons couldn’t help themselves. At some point 
during the Johnstons’ ownership, this corner bar was taken out, and a 
room-length bar was built in the taproom. While the inn was still owned 
by Johnston but run by Whiskey Jim, Jim moved the dance floor from 
the second floor down to the first floor. Fights would invariably break 
out between men at the dances, the mix of  alcohol and jealousy being a 
volatile one. James Jack figured it made more sense to be able to move 
the fights quickly outside if  they were already on the first floor.

Henry Pratt of  Lewistown purchased the tavern from Johnston in 
1864 but only held on to the property for one year. In 1865 the tavern 
changed hands again and with this sale Boalsburg was soon to learn a 
lot about the temperance movement that was sweeping the country. 
You would still be able to sleep and eat in the big stone mansion, but 
you could no longer drink there. 

Image 14: Main Street, Boalsburg Image 15: Original 1819 tavern front door,
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1865 through Valentine’s Day 1937

As more people continued to drink in ever increasing amounts, 
alcoholism and drunkenness reared its ugly head throughout the 
country. The famous practitioner, Dr. Benjamin Rush spoke publicly and 
published pamphlets decrying the theory that alcohol was healthy. He 
insisted that drinking too much led to disease, death, crime, and domestic 
problems. After the Industrial Revolution, factory owners were dealing 
with drunk employees trying to operate heavy machinery. These were 
just a few of  the reasons that prompted the rise of  temperance societies 
across the land. These societies either promoted the abstinence of  all 
alcohol or pushed the notion to drink only in moderation. Although the 
temperance societies supposedly included everyone, in fact, the societies 
were almost all based out of  churches with the Methodist Church leading 
the charge. Records show that Boalsburg had a very active temperance 
society of  which two of  our famed Memorial Day ladies were members, 
Elizabeth Myers and Emma Hunter Stuart.

The Johnston family ownership of  the Boalsburg Tavern ended 
in 1865 when the tavern was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Stover. The 
Stovers immediately stopped serving alcohol, and it remained only a 
sleeping lodge and dining place throughout their ownership. The next 
owners, James and Emma Hunter Stuart, who purchased the tavern 
in 1886, continued to keep the Boalsburg Tavern alcohol free. Many 
changes to the building happened throughout these years as well. Image 16: East side of current building
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Ke e p i n g 
a temperance 

inn meant there was no need for a bar, so Stover had the long bar in 
the taproom removed. Mrs. Stover was such a wonderful cook that the 
Stovers required more room for guests. The Stovers added the porch 
on the west side of  the tavern building although it was an open porch, 
not enclosed as it is today. This porch was used for other circumstances 
other than dining. The college up the road was growing by leaps and 
bounds during the Stover’s tenure, and college men were frequent guests 
at the restaurant. The Stovers had seven lovely daughters, and it was 
known throughout the town that both Mr. and Mrs. Stover encouraged 
the “courting” that took place on their brand-new porch. What better 
way for a daughter to find a college-educated husband.

James Stuart, grandson of  James Johnston, and his wife Emma 
Stuart purchased the Boalsburg Tavern in 1886 and continued to run 
it as a temperance inn. They made many improvements to the second 
floor, including upgrading the sleeping quarters, for by now customers 
were demanding better accommodations. Stuart secured a moveable 
partition that had hung on hooks on the ceiling and divided the space 
into separate rooms. Most of  the guests during this time were salesmen 

bringing large trunks of  merchandise to show to the growing sector 
of  merchants throughout Centre County. Horses were still kept in a 
barn on the property, although the barn had diminished in size over the 

Image 17: The enclosed porch, original 1819 stone wall

Image 18: Original water pump on east side of tavern building
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years. The Stuarts’ son, William, had the responsibility of  caring for the 
horses according to the writings of  Myrtle Magargel. The Stuarts sold the 
property to Oliver Gibboney in 1902. Gibboney only owned the tavern 
for three short years until selling it to Col. Theodore Boal in 1905. 

Most of  these renters lived in one of  the upstairs rooms. Some of  
the folks who leased and ran the business during Boal’s ownership 
were P.S. Ishler, William Stover, Amos Koch, George Ferguson, a Mr. 
Bosley, and Myrtle Thompson. Nothing is known about most of  these 
innkeepers, but George Ferguson is the exception. George and his wife, 
name unknown, were a black couple from Philipsburg. Everyone in 
Boalsburg loved the Ferguson family and three Ferguson children were 
born upstairs in the tavern building. While Mrs. Ferguson was still in 
bed after the birth of  their third child, George went out back to feed 
the chickens that they kept. He was struck by a sudden heart attack 
and shouted for help. Several Boalsburg residents ran to his aid and 
tried to revive him. They carried him inside the tavern where he passed 
away before a doctor could arrive. Mrs. Ferguson then ran the tavern 
on her own for a short time until she moved back closer to family in 
Philipsburg.

Image 19: A sleigh arrives.

Theodore Boal purchased the Boalsburg Tavern, but he never ran 
it. Col. Boal decided to furnish most of  the second story with furniture 
that was of  the era the stone building was erected. He then leased the 
tavern to several different people who ran the tavern as their own. 

Image 20: Theodore Boal (right) on horse in front of Boalsburg Tavern

Image 21: 1917 lease
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The last person to lease the tavern from Theodore Boal was 
Myrtle Thompson. Her tenure ended in a very tragic way. Early in 
the morning on February 14, 1934, the Boalsburg Tavern caught fire. 
Many townspeople believed they had witnessed the end of  this historic 
stagecoach tavern.

The Fire and its Aftermath

Early Valentine’s Day morning, 1934, a townsperson noticed smoke 
and flames shooting out of  the building’s roof. Passersby, including Fred 
Lonaberger, rushed in to the tavern to notify Myrtle Thompson, the cur-
rent innkeeper, who was working in the kitchen. Mrs. Thompson along with 
her daughter was able to alert Herman Casterline and William McCartney, 
both lodgers that night. Everyone escaped with no injuries. The Boalsburg 
Fire Company arrived within ten minutes and immediately put out a call for 
help from the Alpha fire company in State College. It was a windy February 
night (12:15am), and the fire quickly engulfed the entire roof. As the fire 
was spreading, Boalsburg residents ran inside the building and carried out 
many of  the antiques, some of  which were already damaged by smoke and 
water. Both fire companies fought the blaze for hours. Finding the two-inch 
water main inadequate for their needs, several members of  the Boalsburg 
fire company stood for nearly an hour in 18-inch freezing water to dam up 
Spring Creek high enough so water could be pumped. No shovels were 
found for at least thirty minutes, and the men dug as best they could with 
their bare hands. The orange glow in the sky could be seen from State Col-
lege, and many drove to Boalsburg to see what was burning. Finally, the fire 
companies were able to extinguish the blaze, but the damage was done. As 
over 300 onlookers watched, the realization set in that their beloved town 
tavern was destroyed. The cause of  the fire would later be determined to 
be a defective flue. The heavy stone walls saved the basic structure but the 

Image 22: Six weeks after destructive fire
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entire second floor was destroyed, and smoke and water damage to the first 
floor brought many to tears. 

Col. Theodore Boal, the owner of  the Boalsburg Tavern at the time 
of  the fire and at one time a very wealthy man, had fallen on very difficult 
times. The tavern burned in the middle of  the Great Depression, and 
the Boal family was financially struggling along with most everyone else 
in the country. Theodore had no choice but to let the blackened, gutted 
structure just sit. And for three years, what had been the beating heart 
of  Boalsburg for over one hundred years stood open to the elements 
–- rain, snow, and wind. It was a sorrowful sight to those who lived in 
town. Every year saw the building deteriorate more and more. Once 
the pride of  the Boalsburg diamond, it was now a sad eyesore, and it 
seemed like it would remain that way forever.

Image 23: The Altoona Mirror, February 16, 1934

Image 24: West room fireplace 6 weeks after fire

Image 26: State College Times, February 14, 1934   

Image 27: The front door 
six weeks after fire

Image 25: State College Times, 
February 15, 1934   
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The Duchess of  Boalsburg

As is often said, timing is everything. During the three years that the 
Boalsburg Tavern stood burned-out and ruined, the site was inspected 
as part of  the Historic American Buildings Survey. HABS had just 
recently been started and was the first federal preservation program. 
Americans were aware that many of  the historic structures of  our early 
years were being torn down and this program’s mission was to teach 
the importance of  preserving history. This was also the decade that 
Colonial Williamsburg began to be preserved and restored. Although 
the tavern was in very poor condition, the Historic American Survey 
team still documented it as a building that was still whole. They wrote 
in their report that this building “is possessing such historical and 
architectural interest as being worthy of  careful preservation for the 
benefit of  future generations.” 

The Historic American Building Survey would be a godsend to 
Miss Roanna (Billy) Winsor. Billy, born in 1901, had moved with her 
father from Oklahoma to Pittsburgh when her parents divorced. She 
was raised by three of  her father’s spinster sisters while her father, 
William Hill, worked for one of  the steel mills in the city. When Billy 
graduated from Peabody High School, she attended the Pennsylvania 
State College, graduating in 1923. From there she took jobs working 
as a mule handler at the Grand Canyon and then a job with Eastman 
Kodak in Rochester, NY editing educational films. She married her high 

Image 28: Fireplace and window to side porch on west side

Image 29: Rear view after fire



 

36 37

school sweetheart, a Mr. Hill, while living in Rochester. The marriage 
was very short-lived, and they divorced. On a getaway trip in the spring 
of  1937 with her father to State College to visit her alma mater, Roanna 
“Billy” Winsor would become an inspiration and an integral player in 
the future of  Boalsburg.

Upon hearing that the old Boalsburg Tavern was being auctioned on 
sheriff ’s sale by a local bank, Mrs. Winsor made an immediate decision 
and purchased the ruined building for $500. Viewing her purchase, Billy 
realized but relished the task ahead of  her. There had been no shelter 
covering the ruins since the fire. Two-foot weeds were growing on the 
mantel in the dining room and a small maple tree had taken root on 
top of  a dresser on the second floor. The place was littered with debris, 
leaves, and blackened wood; empty bottles and litter abounded from 
unwanted trespassers. The scene was depressing and ugly, but somehow 
Billy could see through the mess and envision what the tavern could be 
again.

The first critical decision that Billy made was during demolition. She 
decided she would save anything that was still usable from the time that 

the tavern was built. She wanted to restore the Boalsburg Tavern 
exactly as it had been built, as much as possible. Her foresight into 
the reuse and recycling of  tavern materials occurred well before 
the nation started to understand the importance of  such historical 
preservation. She saved all the downstairs doors because they were still 
usable; the second-floor ones were not. The wainscoting downstairs 

Image 30: View of building shortly before restoration began

Image 31: Side porch view before restoration

Image 32: Front hall and staircase

also was saved because it could 
be restored and reused. She also 
had the workmen leave crooked 
doorways and window frames 
because they had been crooked 
from the year the tavern had 
been built. Billy thought they 
were part of  the character of  the 
place. Hearing that the HABS 
drawings were on file with 
the Library of  Congress, she 
immediately hired local Penn 
State architecture professor, 
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Dean Kennedy, to use the drawings for the design and reconstruction 
of  the Boalsburg Tavern. Very few changes were made except the 
addition of  bathrooms. 

All the windows on the first floor were salvaged and reused (these 
windows are now stored in the attic of  the tavern). The original oak 
floor joists were also salvaged and reused as exposed beams in the 
Pine Room (Billy added the pine paneling). Looking up in that room 
today, the beams appear as solid as they were when James Johnston 
rested his building on them in 1819. The floor joists were removed 
during reconstruction so concrete piers could be added as supports 

Image 33: First floor of tavern, completed six weeks after fire

Image 34: Big room on west side of tavern

Image 35: Front tavern view during reconstruction
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for new floor joists. The fireplace in the Pine Room still contains the 
original cooking crane but all the andirons in the various fireplaces 
had been stolen. When workmen were demolishing what remained of  
the big room, the remains of  what had been the corner gated bar was 
uncovered. Later, unfortunately, it was entirely removed. The second 

story was restored into various rooms and decorated again in an early 
American style. Billy could be seen around the county at auctions, 
buying up all the appropriate antique furniture of  the correct era. At one 
particular auction, she bid and purchased a large amount of  furniture. 
Even though she gave her name to the clerk every time she won a bid, 
the clerk still could not remember it. When winning the next bid, the 

Image 36: Eastern end Image 37: Brick addition

Image 38: Exterior view during construction

Image 39: Western exterior view during construction

Image 40: During construction
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auctioneer didn’t give the clerk time to ask and yelled out “the winner is 
the Duchess of  Boalsburg.” This apparently led to a widespread rumor 
that the tavern had been purchased by a “highfalutin’ English woman.” 

Early American inns usually had a tavern sign that was held by a 
kind of  yoke, high up on a pole. The yoke style allowed the sign to hang 
freely and sway with the breeze. This was exactly the type of  sign that 
James Johnston had installed in 1819. After the fire, however, the sign 
was missing. Sometime after the fire, Theodore Boal found it floating in 
Spring Creek. He fished it out and put it in his barn. When Mrs. Winsor 
was doing the reconstruction, Theodore Boal gave the sign to her. Billy 
discovered that it was a wood sign that at some point over the years had 
been covered with tin. Working with her father, Billy removed the tin 
and sent the sign to Altoona to be properly restored. This original sign 
today (although painted over during the Duffy ownership) hangs on the 
wall in the brick room.

When you enter the front door of  Duffy’s Tavern today, you are 
opening the original door of  the tavern. The rooms on the right can 
still be divided by the same folding doors that were in place prior to 

the fire. The reuse of  every usable material was a phenomenal effort in 
1937. The workmen employed were all local men with the main builder 
being Steven Heisey. Mr. Heisey was an Amish carpenter and part of  
the lumber for the restoration came from a lumber yard owned by C.F. 
Corman of  Coburn. 

Image 41: The Crew

Image 42: During construction

Image 43: Resatoration complete, fall 1938



 

44 45

The stone residence built against the tavern was also part of  Billy’s 
purchase. In redoing the second floor, she decided to have the workmen 
punch through the stone wall and connect the two spaces. It was a 
monumental task, but one that was completed. She made part of  the 
second floor her residence and added southwestern style windows and 

a fireplace to remind her of  her early days in Oklahoma and love of  the 
southwest. This fireplace has since been covered up. 

The Boalsburg Tavern reopened for business in the fall of  1938. The 
tavern again started serving restaurant guests and overnight boarders. 
Billy’s staff  upon the reopening included a cook, Connie Ross, age 46; a 
houseman, Clarence Rivers, age 32; and a maid, Eloise Rivers, age 27.  

Image 44: Original 1819 oak joists

Image 45: The Pine Room

Image 43

Mrs. Winsor was successful 
in breathing life back into the 
ravaged building. Once again 
it stood strong and welcoming 
on the Boalsburg diamond. She 
lived in her apartment above the 
tavern for several years until the 
United States became involved in 
World War II. At that point, Billy 
Winsor joined the Navy Waves 
and served her country mostly 
at Neville Island. The tavern 
was closed during the war years 
and was only used as the Winsor 
residence. When the war was 
over, she remained in the Naval 

Image 46: First employees

Image 47: Billy Winsor with her father and aunt in 1938
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Image 48: A living room for guests created by Roanna Winsor

Image 49: Pine paneling addded to the Dutch Kitchen room Image 50: Roanna (Billy) Winsor with her father, William Hill
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Reserves and returned to Boalsburg and, in 1946, sold the property to 
Mary and Harry Duffy for $34,000. Roanna “Billy” Hill Winsor began 
teaching with the Bureau of  Indian Affairs in Arizona on a reservation. 
She eventually started writing and published many articles for the 
Arizona Highways and Desert Trails commission. Billy also supervised 
the building of  a beautiful home in the Arizona mountains using those 
management skills she had learned during the rebuilding of  the tavern 
in Boalsburg. Mrs. Winsor died in 1969 and was buried near her father 
in Pittsburgh.

Billy Winsor’s contribution to the village of  Boalsburg is immeasur-
able. Her connection to the area and her alma mater remained strong 
until the end of  her days. Upon her death, a bequest was made to the 
Pennsylvania State University to establish a fellowship fund to benefit 
students interested in anthropology and history. According to the Uni-
versity, this fund (the Hill Fellowship in Liberal Arts) has a current mar-
ket value of  over $900,000 and the interest is used to support graduate 
students in those two fields of  study.  

Image 51: The Philadelphia Inquirer, October 1938

Image 52: Billy Winsor later in life
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The Name Change and Recent Owners

When Harry and Mary Duffy became the owners of  the Boalsburg 
Tavern in 1946, they decided to rename the tavern and restaurant. From 
that year on, the fixture on the diamond has been known by the name 
“Duffy’s Boalsburg Tavern.” Originally from Vermont, the Duffys 
had been both cook and steward at the Centre Hills Country Club and 
owning their own restaurant had been a dream of  theirs. When Billy 
Winsor put the tavern up for sale, Mattie Mateer and Fred Kissinger, 
members at Centre Hills, encouraged the Duffys to go after their dream 
and buy the property.  

One of  the major changes the Duffys made to the tavern was 
enclosing the side porch. This decision proved a good one as now they 
could add more dining space. The porch became a popular request for 
guests making reservations. The Duffys also added one or two small 
additions at the back, making room for a more modern kitchen and 
appliances. 

Under the Duffys’ ownership, the tavern continued to thrive, and 
they continued to rent rooms above the restaurant. A doorway was cut 
through the stone wall in the bar to join the dining room next to it. Upon 
Harry’s death in 1961, Mary Duffy continued to operate the business 
for almost a decade. She did all the cooking and had only two staff  
people, one waitress and one bartender. Duffy’s Tavern was a favorite 
place at Halloween as local children liked to make one of  their trick or Image 53: Original 1819 closet doors
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treat stops there. The reason 
was that Mrs. Duffy always 
handed out ice cream bars! 
Perhaps out of  necessity, she 
made some drastic changes 
throughout that decade that 
did not serve the tavern 
well. Mrs. Duffy decided to 
spend her winters in Florida 
and close the tavern for the 
winter months. While she 
was in Florida, she worked 
and managed a motel, the 
Highlander. Sometimes the 
Duffy staff  would follow 
her south and work for her 
there. While she was away, 
she would find a college 

Tavern, Carl was feeling 
the itch to own a bar. Carl’s 
father had owned a bar in 
Lancaster County, and Carl 
had worked odd jobs in that 
bar from the age of  sixteen. 
Then he could not serve 
alcohol, of  course, until he 
was legally allowed to do 
so, but he did know his way 
around a bar environment. 
It didn’t take the Hackers 
long to make an enormous 
decision; they wanted to be 
the new owners of  Duffy’s 
Boalsburg Tavern. 

Even though business 
had diminished greatly, the 
Hackers decided to keep 
the Duffy’s name on the 

Image 54: Original 1819 folding pine doors

student who would be willing to watch the tavern through the winter in 
exchange for free board in one of  the upstairs rooms. The arrangement 
worked for Mary Duffy, but local frequent guests didn’t care for the 
fact that there was nowhere for them to eat and drink while she was 
away. Over the course of  ten years, business dropped off  substantially. 
Because of  this and her fragile health, Mary Duffy decided to sell. The 
tavern was on the market once again.

Joanne and Carl Hacker were fairly new to the State College area 
in 1971, having moved from Lancaster County ten years prior for Carl 
to accept a job with HRB in the publications department. Carl’s first 
place of  residence, while Joanne continued to live in Marietta, PA, for 
a time, was a basement apartment on Kimport Street on “the Hill” 
in Boalsburg. (Carl said that at one time, the Hill had been known as 
Harris Heights.) Eventually residing in State College, Carl continued 
working at HRB, and Joanne stayed busy raising three children. About 
the time Mary Duffy put a for sale sign in the yard at Duffy’s Boalsburg 

business. This decision was partly due to people responding to Carl 
when he told them he was buying the tavern in Boalsburg, “Oh, you 
mean Duffy’s.” The main architectural change that Carl and Joanne 
made was to alter the ceiling in the brick room making it a cathedral 
ceiling with a loft. They also removed the horsehair plaster to expose 
the brick and ceiling rafters.

Carl and Joanne worked tirelessly to build business back up at the 
tavern on the diamond - and they did. During the Hacker’s ownership, 
Duffy’s once again became the center of  activity in the village. Other 
than the current owners, Carl was the only previous owner I was able to 
interview for this book. The stories he told me, with the passion only 
someone who loved his work can hold, reminded me of  everything I 
read about the original Boalsburg Tavern when James Johnston built 
the place. The Hackers turned it once again into a social gathering place, 

Image 55: Carl and Joanne Hacker
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where laughter was heard, politics were discussed with enthusiasm, and 
everybody truly did know your name. 

With limited space, I cannot begin to tell the stories told to me by 
Carl Hacker (and for other reasons as well!), but I did want to include 
these two. From time to time, famous people would stop by Duffy’s 
either for dinner or a drink. Some of  these people were movie stars, 
some politicians, some celebrated sports figures, and coaches. Often 
these folks would ask for a private table. The hostess would seat them at 
the last table on the porch, facing the back yard. No one could recognize 

them sitting in that spot. For a two-week period in the 1960’s, famous 
actor Ernest Borgnine (of  McHale’s Navy fame) stopped in to have 
dinner most every night. Borgnine was attending a theater workshop on 
campus. One evening the fellows at the bar found out that Mr. Borgnine 
was eating dinner in the dining room. The bar flies bought a beer and 
had it sent out to him. Ernest not only thanked the group but joined 
them at the bar, buying drinks for everyone and staying for quite some 
time to chat. 

Carl told me that to be a great bartender requires nonjudgmental 
listening. A bartender learns customer habits, good and bad; personal 
histories, good and bad; and lots and lots of  opinions from his bar 
patrons. One gentleman over the years would arrive mid-morning and 
late afternoon and order the following: a large mug of  beer, a glass of  
Muscatel and a shot of  whiskey. He would drink enough of  the beer so 
that he could pour the Muscatel and the whiskey into it. He would then 
down that and walk out the door. Around 4pm, in he would come and 
begin round two.

While the Hackers owned the bar, it opened at 9am in the morning. 
The cars out front and the men entering the bar were not there to start 
their day with alcohol. For years, the same group of  men would show 
up, sit at the bar, drink coffee, and gossip the hours away. Carl Hacker 
said that two other favorite places for men to hang out in Boalsburg 
during those years and hone their gossiping skills were Ken’s Texaco 
where Ken Tennis could tell a joke so dry that a person wouldn’t get it 
until he was driving home. Or, if  one preferred a haircut with a side of  
gossip, Keene’s barbershop always had its door open.

During the Hacker years, it was truly a family affair at Duffy’s. All 
three of  Carl and Joanne’s children worked long hours beside them - 
in the kitchen, behind the bar and waiting tables. Daughters, Barbara 
Sirianni and Cindy Graham, and son, Chuck Hacker, contributed to the 
success of  the business. From very busy football weekends, where a 
stop at Duffy’s was routine for fans traveling from the Harrisburg area, 
to festivities on St. Patrick’s Day, all of  the Duffys became like family to 
the locals and visitors who frequented the bar and restaurant.

Image 56: The Hackers one of the tavern’s Colonial Dinners in 1994
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A highly unusual phenomenon that was true during the Hackers’ 
ownership, as well as the Duffys’, was that of  on-call help. For almost 
fifty years, a list of  local Boalsburg residents was kept at the tavern. 
During extremely busy times such as holidays, a big home football 
game, or a sudden busload of  visitors, a call would be made to some of  
the people on the list. Within minutes, those called would show up and 
be temporary waitresses, busboys, and hostesses. 

In 2005, Joanne was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Until her death in 
2010, Carl along with the help of  his children, was able to keep Joanne 
at home and care for her while keeping the business operating. After 
her passing, Carl knew he had to make the hard decision of  selling 
the tavern. Carl loved his tavern and knew how much he was going to 
miss the people. That is what he told me -- he really, really misses “the 
people.” The people that ate in his restaurant, the people that worked 
for him, and maybe most of  all the people that sat at his bar. Carl was 
the ultimate bartender -- listening, laughing, and deeply caring for his 
customers. 

Carl Hacker turned over the keys to Duffy’s Boalsburg Tavern 
to Tracey and Darren Moriarty in 2012. Tracey and Darren were not 
strangers to the tavern. The two actually met at Duffy’s and became 
engaged at the tavern and, naturally, decided to have their wedding 
there in 2011. Who better to take over ownership of  Duffy’s Boalsburg 
Tavern? With backgrounds in both cooking and finance, the couple is 
well suited to keeping the tavern as the gathering place on the diamond. 
Changes that the Moriarty’s have made to the building include inserting 
gas inserts into several of  the fireplaces. The outside patio area has 
been expanded and customers continue to pack the restaurant for 
Monday burger nights and Wednesday wing nights. Tracey and Darren 
are committed to preserving those elements that are still original to 
the 1819 construction and also to the 1937 restoration. The Moriarty’s 
greatest indicator of  future success is the love they have for the building.

Image 57: Tracey and Darren Moriarty
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Sometimes Walls Do Talk

Two hundred years is a long time. The Boalsburg Tavern building 
is one of  the oldest witnesses to history that the village of  Boalsburg 
has. The building saw the coming of  the railroads to Centre County and 
although village leaders made impassioned pleas for the railroad to come 
through Boalsburg, it did not. The tavern had to learn to change with 
the times from stagecoach travel to one that more frequently served the 
farmers and agricultural support businesses that sprouted up in the area. 
The tavern gained a new neighbor when the “little brick” building was 
built to house Boalsburg’s first post office. It saw the lead up to the Civil 
War, a war that would affect the village painfully. The post office next 
door was a jewelry shop in the years before the war, and it was there that 
rallies were held to drum up support for the cause. Boalsburg and Harris 
Township would send more men per capita to fight for the Union than 
any other town in the north. The political and worried discussions can 
almost still be heard echoing off  the tavern walls.

The Boalsburg Tavern witnessed Sophie Keller, Emma Hunter, and 
Elizabeth Myers meet in the diamond and walk to the cemetery in 1864 
to place flowers on soldiers’ graves ultimately laying the foundation for 
today’s Memorial Day. The village would have another transportation-
related disappointment when Route 322 was rerouted to bypass Main 
Street. Village shopkeepers would forever have to rely on customers 
searching them out instead of  driving by.

Image 58: Lorann Jacobs’ statue, “The Birthplace of Memorial Day”
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Image 59: The Tavern Today, March 2019
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Around 1914, the Boalsburg Tavern, along with most of  the village, 
would have electricity for the first time thanks to the Boalsburg Electric 
Company. In 1928, the main street running in front of  the structure 
would see the dirt road become a paved one. 

But it was in the late 1930s that saw the most dramatic event. When 
the Boalsburg Tavern burned in 1934, all the memories and history 
could well have turned to ashes too. If  it hadn’t been for Roanna “Billy” 
Winsor buying the destroyed building, reusing and repairing everything 
salvageable, the 200th birthday of  this historic building would not have 
happened. It had been exposed to the elements for over three years and 
was being auctioned by the sheriff. It is not too difficult to imagine that 
if  it had not been for her, the ruined tavern would have been torn down. 
The heart of  the town would have been gone and perhaps the sense of  
community would have been gone as well. For through the years, the 
tavern remained a meeting place for organizations and villagers.

Roanna Winsor entrusted the village of  Boalsburg with a veritable 
gift. Her can-do spirit should be an inspiration to us all.

Since Mrs. Winsor’s time, all the owners of  Duffy’s Boalsburg Tavern 
have succeeded in keeping the original aspects of  the building intact. 
With love, care, money, and hard work, the old stone building continues 
to stand tall and strong in the middle of  a very special Pennsylvania 
village.

Colonel James Johnston built his tavern with twenty-two-inch thick 
stone walls so it would last…and it did.

A toast to the next 200 years of the Boalsburg Tavern!
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Image Captions & Sources

1. The Diamond, Boalsburg, PA Carl Hacker Collection; Boalsburg Heritage 
Museum

2. Early photo; Boalsburg Heritage Museum

3. Original 1819 shutter showing example of  mortise and tenon, double 
pegged corners. Inner edge of  style is molded. Original shutter dogs. 
Courtesy Frederic Weber Photography

4. Second floor banquet room, originally used as ballroom and sleeping 
quarters in 1819. Originally had hooks in ceiling to hang petition to divide 
room into two sleeping quarters. Courtesy Frederic Weber Photography.

5. Original date stone and shutters on front façade of  building. Second 
story shutters built at this era had louvers and first floor were solid. Second 
floor louvers for ventilation, first floor solid to help keep out dust and dirt 
from the road. Courtesy Frederic Weber Photography

6. Stagecoach coming down Boalsburg Pike after picking up passengers 
from the railroad station in Oak Hall. Driven by Cyrus Durst, it passes 
the first “post office”, the big pine tree. This tree stood until 1945 when a 
storm took it down. A plaque currently marks the spot at the end of  what 
is now Pine Tree Avenue. Sue Kellerman Historic Boalsburg Collection

7.  Central Pennsylvania Stagecoach owned and on display at the Boal 
Mansion, possibly built in Mifflinburg. This is a type of  coach that would 
have travelled Harris township roads carrying well-to-do passengers. 
Courtesy Mary Szmolko; Boal Mansion

8. A re-creation of  a tavern dinner setting c. 1819 Late Adams Rose 
dinnerware, pewter tankard and a clay pipe; Centre County Historical Society 
and Richard Pencek.

9. A typical early American tavern place setting. Pewterware, clay pipe; 
Centre County Historical Society and Richard Pencek

10. Age-appropriate glassware for an 1819 Central PA tavern; clockwise 
from left: 2 large Flip glasses (Flip is described in book text), a rummer 
(drink consisting of  two shots of  rum, ¾ shot peach brandy and ¾ shot 
apricot brandy), a wine glass, and a thumper (beer glass with thick large 
base to be tapped on table for a refill) Courtesy Frederic Weber Photography

11. This corner of  the big room is where the original bar was located. 
Billy Winsor added the cabinet. The original bar consisted of  shelves to 
hold the bottles of  liquor and had a gate that could be dropped down 
and locked. (See image 12). The original 1819 cash drawer can be seen 
below the cabinet. This bar was discovered during the reconstruction in 
the 1930’s and removed. Later in this room another drawer was added 
to match this one, possible for use in serving customers on the porch. 

The construction of  the second drawer is not of  the early age. Courtesy 
Frederic Weber Photography

12. An example of  an early gated bar that still exists in a southeastern 
Pennsylvania building. Courtesy Richard Pencek

13. The big room or taproom of  original 1819 tavern. Courtesy Frederic 
Weber Photography

14. Main Street, Boalsburg; Centre County Historical Society

15. Original 1819 tavern front door, style commonly referred to as a 
“bible” door. Ornamental pilasters (columns) and cornices and a three-
window transom – all classic early nineteenth century architectural 
elements. Courtesy Frederick Weber Photography

16. East side of  current building. Evidence of  fireplace when residence 
addition was built abutting original tavern. The fireplace was removed 
at some later date, possible during the reconstruction in 1937. Notice 
mortar lines on stones. Courtesy Frederic Weber Photography

17. The enclosed porch. Stone wall was the original 1819 exterior of  the 
tavern building. The chinking is not original, was done at a later date. 
Courtesy Frederic Weber Photography

18 .Original water pump on east side of  tavern building. Courtesy Frederic 
Weber Photography

19. A sleigh arrives at Boalsburg Tavern. The woman in the back is 
Theodore Boal’s mother, Malvina Amanda Boal. Carl Hacker Collection; 
Boalsburg Heritage Museum

20. Theodore Boal (right) on horse in front of  Boalsburg Tavern. Carl 
Hacker photo collection

21. 1917 lease between Theodore Boal and the Ishlers. $12.50 rent per 
month; Boal Family Papers, Special Collections Library, The Pennsylvania State 
University

22. Six weeks after destructive fire; Historical Architectural Building Survey, 
Library of  Congress

23. The Altoona Mirror, February 16, 1934

24. Interior photo of  west room fireplace six weeks after fire; other 
fireplace mantel in west room was destroyed. Historic Architectural Building 
Survey; Library of  Congress.

25. State College Times, February 15, 1934.

26. State College Times, February 14, 1934.

27. The front door six weeks after fire. Historic Architectural Building 
Survey; Library of  Congress

28. Fireplace and window to side porch on west side of  tavern prior to 
restoration. Winsor photo album, PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library
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29. Rear view after fire. Winsor photo album, PA Historical Museum, Centre 
County Library

30. View of  building shortly before restoration began. Winsor photo album, 
PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

31. Side porch view before restoration. Winsor photo album, PA Historical 
Museum, Centre County Library

32. Front hall and staircase prior to restoration. Winsor photo album, PA 
Historical Museum, Centre County Library

33. Architectural drawing of  first floor of  tavern, completed six weeks 
after the fire. Historical Architectural Building Survey; Library of  Congress.

34. Big room on west side of  tavern before restoration began. Winsor photo 
album, PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

35. Front tavern view during reconstruction. Winsor photo album, PA 
Historical Museum, Centre County Library

36. Eastern end view during reconstruction. Winsor photo album, PA 
Historical Museum, Centre County Library

37. Brick addition at rear of  present-day bar. This section was not 
damaged by the fire and this is where Billy Winsor resided during the 
restoration. Winsor photo album; PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

38. Winsor photo album; PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

39. Western exterior view during restorative work. Winsor photo album, PA 
Historical Museum, Centre County Library

40. Winsor photo album, PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

41. The Crew. Winsor photo album; PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library.

42. Winsor photo album; PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

43. Restoration complete, fall 1938; Winsor photo album, PA Historical 
Museum Centre County Library

44. Original 1819 oak joists from floor of  building used on ceiling in Pine 
Room during reconstruction by Billy Winsor. Courtesy Frederic Weber Photography.

45. The Pine Room. This is believed to be the first addition to the early 
tavern, possibly within a decade of  1819. It was used as a kitchen. Original 
fireplace and cooking crane. Billy Winsor installed the pine paneling and 
chose the artwork by popular early twentieth century artist Cecil Aldin. 
Aldin’s prints can be found throughout the first and second floors of  the 
tavern. Carl Hacker added to the original Aldin collection. Courtesy Frederic 
Weber Photography

46. First employees of  Billie Winsor upon reopening, from left: Connie 
Ross, Clarence Rivers, Eloise Rivers and unnamed child; Winsor photo 
collection, PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

47. Billy Winsor with her father and aunt after reconstruction complete 
1938; Winsor photo collection, PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

48. Roanna Winsor created a living room for guests in what is today the 
large dining room; Winsor photo album, PA Historical Museum, Centre County 
Library

49. Roanna Winsor added pine paneling to the Dutch Kitchen room and 
used the original oak joists on the ceiling in what since has been called the 
Pine Room; Winsor photo album, PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

50. Roanna (Billy) Winsor with her father, William Hill, shortly after the 
complete renovation; Winsor photo collection, PA Historical Museum, Centre 
County Library

51. The Philadelphia Inquirer, October 1938

52. Billy Winsor later in life in front of  her home in Arizona; Winsor photo 
collection, PA Historical Museum, Centre County Library

53. Original 1819 closet doors with raised panels and pegged doors with 
original hardware. One closet door above another was typical for the time 
period. Simple design classic for Central Pennsylvania. Courtesy Frederic Weber 
Photography

54. Original 1819 folding pine doors in eastern dining rooms. Probably used 
to divide room for meeting spaces or other early tavern uses. Courtesy Frederic 
Weber Photography

55. Carl and Joanne Hacker. Long-time owners of  Duffy’s Boalsburg Tavern

56. The Hackers at one of  the tavern’s Colonial Dinners in 1994. Carl Hacker 
photo collection.

57. Tracey and Darren Moriarty, current owners of  Duffy’s Boalsburg 
Tavern. Courtesy Tracey Moriarty. 

58. Lorann Jacobs’ commemorative statue, “The Birthplace of  Memorial 
Day” Photo by Cathy Horner

59. The Tavern Today, March 2019; Frederic Weber Photography
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